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CHAPTER Vlir 



Commercial System of Spain with regard to its 
Colonies, and Commerce qf the Eastern Part qf 
Terra^-Firmai 



^irst commercial relations betwecp Spain and lier colonies— £slat>Ushm6nt of th* 
French in America, and their colonial system — Causes which prevented Spain 
from l>uhuing the same system— First relations of Venezuela with Spain^-« 
Contraband commerce of Holland-— Fruitless attempts of the Spanish com* 

• taiercc at competition— Company of Guipiiscoa— Wise conditions of that con- 
cession— -Exclusive commerce— Modifications — Operations of the company- 
Injurious alteration of system — Freedoiti of commerce — Commercial revolu- 
tion that succeeded — Opening the ports of America to commerce wi^ Spain, 
and wise discrimination — Politic ahd fis<;al bases of the S^ani^h customs- 
Conditions regulating the commerce of Spartish America — Partition of com-* 
merce in the ports of Tetra-Pirma — Profits of the Spanish metdiant-'-Manage- 
ment of cargoes — Importations by the commerce of the mother country-** 
Exportationis — Purchase of pf»^uce— Quality of the produce of Tetra^Firma— 
Their price— Freight of produce to Spain — Insurance — Reciprocal commerct 
of the Spanish possessions — Cash in circulation — Commerce with foreign oo* 
Ibnies— Commerce in animals — Exportation of produce to foreign colonies 
defended — Momentary opening of the ports to foreigner*— Revocttion of this 
measure — Inactivity of the Spahish marine In the Antilles — Opening of the ports 
anew to foreigners — Commerce with enemies — Contraband trade — ^With Ja- 

. maica — ^Wkh Cura9ao — With Trinidad — With Surinam — Number employed 
in the Contraband trade-— Manner of effecting it — Merchandise suited 
to the Spaniards—Retail dealers — Consulate — Conditions of eligibility — 
Appointments — Revenue — Competence — Form of procedure — ^Deputies of the 
consulate— Assembly of the consulate — ^Its privileges:— Sutcment of duties of 
entrance, departure, &Ck 



Tirst commercial Relations between Spain ahd her 
Colonies, 

Vv HATEVER may have bfeeil the inducements Which 
conducted Columbus to America/ it is certain that the 
qualities of thos* productions which nature has ex- 
VOL. II. * B 
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clusively granted to the torrid zone, was far from 
entering into his calculations. During a long time, 
America W2» not esteemed, either by that great 
man or his successors, except fdr tlie richness and 
abundance of its metals. Spain, though, much more 
enlightened at the present day, and furnished with 
the example of other nations, who also possess co- 
lonies, does not yet esteem her own but in pro- 
portion to the gold and silver obtained from their 
mines. The most fertile soil, which promises to the 
cultivator periodical and inexhaustible riches, is re- 
garded by the Spaniard with indifference, when com- 
pared With a sterik aad mountainous tract, co¥epe4 
with solid rock* of «cUstus or granite^— the signs, 
though not inlUUiblej of a mine. That region in 
which the land yields nothing except from culvita- 
tion, envies the Idt of that in which excavations have 
been attended with somesucc^s. In short, men l^e- 
come planters only because they are unable to become 
mtnew. 

This preference given to metals over (MDitmnercfaX 
pradttce^ has deprived Spain of the obvious and lu- 
crative exchange ctf necessary artictes, which the dif- 
ference of pTodw^tions between the old and new con- 
linent preiiciited. Spain mi^ Y^der all the fmrions 
of Europe tributary, for the productions of the torrid 
zone,^ as America already was for those of Europe. 
Biit, during more than a hundred and fifty years, in 
which she had exclusive possession of America, no* 
thing was seen to arrive in Europe, from that cpftt^ 
nent, but gold and sUvw. 

Fate oidained, that in the same ^poct% when Spain 
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kid 0ie foiiBdaition of faef sov^^gnty in America^ 
fhe dioiilcl expeitence art: home^ a i^evoiiiitioii ii^ii^aiift 
to the artSj and to tipe new t^dalions ^oe had form&iL 
The exjpitkaon of the Moors^ and the eimgmtion ^ 
national roiechanics^ on whom fell liie wdght of those 
taxes fbitoerly paid by the Moors, occasioned theruin 
of manufactures. Government did not perceive, or 
appeared not to perceive, the wound given to the 
state; because the money ftraiW^d by America «»'- 
ablcdher to purdiase from alMt)ad, those articles which 
were, no loriger produced within the re^lm. 

in the meaaa time, all Europe envied the wealth 
dcmed by Spain from h^ American posi^ssiotis. 
Ifflflgiiiation, e^ger apt to exaggerate the wonderful, 
depicted these distant countries, a@ fiUai with sources 
of g^M and silver, where avarice might be satiated, 
without the slightest labour or teast delay. Hardy, 
enterprising, and ambitious men, did not hesitate to 
detach themselves from their respective^ nations, of 
wimrh ^ley vtete the refuse with respect to tiieir mo*- 
rals, but the select in regard to their intrepidity: — • 
they turned their attention to these regions, whi6h 
withheld fcM'tmies from Europe, to kvish them on 
those vibo dared to brave the dangers of the ^ea.-^^ 
The laws ctf tte Indies proJiiblted all strsmgets from 
setffing thoee pnts of America, in which they ivene 
criforced. The obstades resulting from those pmhi*^ 
bitions, cconpelied the adventurers td ntne on the 
AntiBes, i^bereiSiey hoped to find the same ti^asnr^ 
obtained by Ae %>amai!ds on i:hc iroBtin^skt. After 
the first researches, Ae moift tosidessmtd cowrageew 
of 4iie^ resolved to pttjn^ ^h^ Sponhu^ dfor ^t|a 

b2 
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refusing to strangers a participation in their ]aJ>oui^' 
and good fortune, by seizing the cargoes destined for 
5^in. The little island of Tortua, situate on the 
horthern side of St. Domingo, Vas chosen for the 
rendezvous, and the residence of these depraved, but 
wonderful men, who are distinguished in history, by 
the title of fltbustiersj or buccaneers. The acts of 
piracy, or if you please, of heroism, which nourished 
their ambition- smd enterprize, during more than fifty 
years, are foreign to my subject. It is sufficient ta 
say that their number was preserved^ and even aug-- 
minted by other adventurers, similar in courage, 
hardihood and morals; but at length, fatigue, Versa-' 
tility, or reason, directed their emulation towards ter- 
ritorial productions; and the love of country induced 
them to demand from the government to which they 
belonged, chiefs sufficiently intelligent to goveri* 
them. 

EataUishment of the French in Americu, and iheir 
Colonial System. 

It was at this time that th6 Fjrenoh, governed by the 
last king who knew how to make his country respected, 
and who was advised by Colbert, the most able and 
virtuous of ministers, thought seriously of formings 
solid establishments in America. A friend to the 
arts, a protector of manufactinres, an enthusiast in 
regard to agriculture, this monarch fonned a plan for 
corinectilig the mother country with the colonies; 
and he was careful not to take as a model, the conduct 
of Spain towards her colonial possessions^ ^ Colbert 
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conceived that nature had established between France 
and America, a reciprocity of wants^ ^hich should 
form a reciprocity of exchanges advantageous to the 
French of both hemispheres : their political and com- 
mercial relations were fixed upon this basis, the most 
solid that imagination can suggest. 

In exchange for the protection granted by govern- 
ment, a strict obligation wis imposed on the' colo- 
nies to supply their wants by consuming exclusively 
the productions of Prance, and to devote their pro^ 
ducc exclusively to their commerce with the mother 
eoun6y. But the absolute exemption from duties 
of every thing imported from France, and the very 
trivial duties imposed on colonial prbduce, rendered 
these restrictions preferable to a free commerce with 
all nations: for in that case, the French commerce, 
less assured of re-imbursement, would not have made 
those considerable advances, to which the colonies 
are indebted for their increase. The royal treasury 
took no part in the regulation of these distant pos- 
sessions ; the French government reserved to itself all 
the advantages of commerce. The freedom from 
duties extended not only to the departure from France, 
and entrance into the colonies, but also to those ar- 
ticles which the commerce of the mother country re^ 
ceived from foreign parts into France, for the desti- 
nation of the colonies. Thus, foreign as well as na- 
tional merchandize, which formed the cargoes of 
French vessels, were at the same price in the colo^ 
nies as in the manufactories, with the sole ac'dition of 
freight, and of moderate profits tp the French mcr- 
i^hant who made the shipment. 
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By this excdlcnt poUcy^ which no other (xwitsrjr 
has had the courage, the generosity^ or the wisdom 
fully to imitate^ the French colonies became genearal 
marts for all the odier European establishments ; ill 
particular for the Spanish settlements^ which w^re 'm 
their neighbourhoocj, and on which they bordered in 
nun^erous points. ' 

If the revolution has for an instant suspended thui 
secondary commerce, the return of otder> and tite 
same re^latio^/ will naturally fe-6Btai>lish it. 

. The ei^treme nioderation of duties on prodiKre, as 
yrell ^t their emb^kation from th^ colonies^ asi at 
their arrivsJ in France^ and exteQ<ting evcai to their 
re?-exportation (m cjPther coumtriefifj placea iil Ae 
^^jids of French commerce, the exclusive sale of 
colonial proc^u^ce in the different mafkets of Eui^ope. 

, Xhe Kaglish, ^ only competiitorB to be ^^ppt^ 
h*p4«d, on receiving their sug^* in LcmdOi^ are op-r 
pi?€ssed with a duty of eighteen per cent, mote than 
is paid in France on colonial jwrodttfc^. They mns^ 
^herefopc, become loftws in foreign ports> where the 
Fr^cb m^chants are contented with moderate pro* 
fits. To this wise arnmgcmant, also, was the French 
ciiimnKaree inde^t^ for the prepondermice it hml at^ 
tained. It wilt obtain it anew, as soon a^ the abunr< 
diance of colonial productions shaU give to these spe«i 
cufetioAs their ancient range. 

Cauae& which preveni Spmnfi^^m JWowing ihe 
Spain has long since discemed the eotoeUenoe of 
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wfmfmres could Imve^fiatpplied the wamfa of. Anaeriot 
9h4» feemg compelled to obtain all, or wariy aB, 
fipom fbroad, it. ba».peix)€aTed wkh r^^jceti ihii h9 
^fmun^TGe m^st be ra^ n^ut to that of other Batm^ 
among wh$^«t mi»t B^cisaBarily be dittoed all those 
means of prosperity which tonfirm their relations with 
America^ 

That all may not be lost, it has used its pr^roga- 
Hve ©f aovfdre^;»|y^ t«liipaseeoiii^ida«ble4Mtimon 
mm€iw!^ifim> wWdimultiply with ev«ry new derti»»- 
tion. This product of the^ duties dimiaishesj, wiAhoul 
d^ubt*. the mass, of impe^ttk in t^e inteiaer and: in thci 
metro|K>lis : this is almost th«^ ^ly bi^nefit i^esukicig 
to tbe^SpaBish nation* from its iaimense eit^lishmeat 
ixi^tfi&Bi^wwearld. 

The ft^al theory inti^uced local imposts i»lo 
Am»eiic;it> ia addition ta those duties^ of whisht aa 
account will be fowid in Chapter IX. Theij? j^apodiv^ 
s^rv^8» to Cwraishi ssdadas ta an infinitf^ nimbep ^ 
offices which Hm Spwi^eda of both woidde soliicit vritfak 
eagjeimess and occupy with dignity. 

Mexico and ftm so completely engiraisaed the at^ 
temtion of Spai9> in the &^t momimte of diacovery> 
tbut aU the nesiduQ of America was roganted with- inr 
difi^«AC9.; 9nd. thi^ir minea appeased so^pM9ipu».d»t 
the otimt productions were not talcen into caiculation*. 
Hbnqe the pvoTince of Vene^^uek and its d^pendenr 
<&et wem oqj^y ^ fiir pi?i»ed a« it wa^ iiw^ned. sonw 
jii^^duetive^ mwt would give then^ y^im. Several 
wmatbsobitie^ discovered^ whish exdited hopes; Imt 
lMn^Iy>. vaiMiiACiemddaratiaiis oe^aaioMddieir ahan^ 
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donment. Spanish commerce caredilty iToided tlu)de 
shores^ since it could neither expect a prompt nor an- 
advantageous sale of its cargoes. If by chance any" 
vessel did appear upoQ these coasts^ it was only to 
decdve die Spaniaids^ and to carry off the eflfects of 
the Indians^ and rvren the Indians themselves. 

First commerdcd Relations of Venezuela with Spain. 

The first legal commercial relations between the 
province of Venezuela and the mother country appear 
to have been solicited by the colonists. Nothing ar- 
rived from Spain. These countries, abandoned to 
their poverty, were in want of every thing. Neither 
the Spaniards, occupied in conquest, nor the inhabit 
tants of Coro, Tocuyo, Borburata, Barquisimeto, Var 
lencia, Tmxillo and Oollado, the only cities then 
founded, were supplied, either for combat or for cul- 
tivation, with any thing but what nature and the soil 
fomished them. The former were sustained by their 
ambition, the latter by their perseverance. 

In one of those intervals, wherein the reins of go- 
vernment passed into the hands of the cabildos, a pro- 
vincial named Sancho Brizeno was sent to Spain, as has- 
been stated in Chapter V. Article Cabildos: he was, 
among other things, to solicit from the king pennis- 
sion for the annual airival, at the port of Borburata, 
of a vessel from Spain, the cargo of which should 
pay only half of the enormous duties of entry and 
departure, imposed on the commence with America, 
This request was granted, on the 8th December, 1560; 
ft vessel arrived every year at j^orbui^ata, wd^ s^^ 
' 5 ■ . 
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t}M port was abandoned, it came to Guftyra, until an 
epoch which history has Neglected to record. Pro- 
bably it continued until the inhabitants had found 
more convenient methods to procure the same articles. 
During the whole of the sixtfeeiith century, the 
province of Venezuela procured lio kind of commcr-' 
trial produce- The dally expectation of discovering 
mines stifled every idea of agriculture, though it in-^ 
cessantly disappointed the hopes of those infatuated 
enthusiasts. Cupidity received no other aliment but 
that derived from the pearls in the environs of M^r- 
gar^tta. Hef e the pearl fishery wfe carried on with 
equal activity and inhumanity; but soon, by sacri- 
fking Spaniards and Indians to this murderous occu- 
jpktion, the bank of oysteis which produced them 
was exhausted. 



Contraband Commerce of the Hollanders. 

In 1634, the HoBanders seized the island of Cur- 
^gao, which they immediately converted into a con^ 
siderable emporium of merchandize. Then it was, 
that the inhabitants of Terra^Firma, encouraged by 
Aeir new and industrious neighbours, thought serf** 
oiBly of drawing from the fertility of their couhtry, 
tiio^ productions, which the Hollanders would receive 
in ^change fbr tfie commodities they had to sell.-— 
They attetided particularly to the culture of cacao 
(coc^); which, wiA hides, constituted during along 
lime, the objects of a commerce, rapidly augmi^ted 
}af 0imt necessities. 
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This new state, of tl^ngs. ^nfsp s^sn^^o^ty k^pvaic in 
Spain,, wkeo pfitmbf^pn wvs 9olk^^ smd o^fawcid to 
send two. taradbg v^sseki to Veii^^iiela* Siich was 
t^ policy of Spain with regard W it» colonies, that 
BO ^^pedition to Amjerica coubi be undertakiei;^ with^ 
QnU pe^miefiion from the king: a p^i^awision obtaiiwd 
with di^ulty aad much expenqc; aj^ with th^ 
fb^ge of paying enormous duties, a]9d mal^iog th^ 
h»i>Dqr of 3eviUe the place of dejpartwre aud r^itflU 

The merchandize^ whkb>. from being the w^rfcr 
ittsai^ip of Spaifi^ or from the.paro^ta <^ a s^Qn4 
baa4 if of foreig^^ numu^ture^ already b^^ a^ h^ 
pri^, Vas atiU loaded wklv a4diti<Hialr chargi^. Ic^ 
or ignorance alone, could expect adyaii(9ges f^ooi 
shipments to a country, where the same articles were 
carried by the fcommerce of Holland, without duties, 
without sl»ckles> and dir^.tjy from- ^^ ma^wl&ctories 
of Europe. These speculations were of course, ruin- 
euK. The two Spanish >^s0e)j» sokl their c3|rgofs ^t a 
lofiBi of sixty per ec^. aad t^eeiYed scarcdy my 
lading in return* This, exprrimeflKt wxi snfficicntt to 
warn; Sfautsh traders against further exiteditrais to 
t^ese f:<»tiii[li4es. 

. Fifom thisi time, tite tt&i^^ of the HolkuidifDs \^ 
TemrFtrma beeawi^ more open and i^oi^ es^tend^. 
The c^iduf^ of the eenlMry e]aps«4 wthout tlie anii^ 
ie»l of ft sin^ yeseel fio^pt* Spw*. HM«tiig;the ^fst 
i^m^^ymr^ «f rti« sw^wdiog eqft^wryy ^ coftcwffif^ 
i£ Spcmisk weweW, tho^g^ very great in i^m^tmKm 
to the arrivals during the precedii]^<|(^(*(y y^an^'^lrcQftf 
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no prc^rtton to the q^ntity of Cdica/o jpro^tuc^d i» 
the province of Vewz«li^ aod exported by the Sj^ 
ntdfds to its legal des^MtioiigK The amnial produce 
of the proviaee amounted tp $i3cty«<five th<msa»d qiiin^ 
tab of eaeao, while the leg^d expoHp \Mere oijy %yneBr 
Jys>ne thousand qnuitalsj to Sp^iH^ Vera-Cro?^ St 
Domingo, the Canaries, and the othe? Spanish posr 
9e8$ions, AU Ae residue vient off in c«c\trahwHi 

The Spanidi government perqdved with plea6ifl?cs 
that a province so long disregarded^ |^ve well $Mwdr 
ed hopes of ranking among the most interesting 
possessiom of America; yet it saw with pain, that 
^11 its useful connections were with foreigners. No 
tacpedient suggested itielf tor the wiwsteir, for dk'ect- 
ing it* ^osMnetce exchisively to the m^er eouatry, 
Vut the f»tal>ii^hment of a severe ipspecu^oi^ which 
ibould prevent aU communication with the Hottand-* 
ers. The contraband trade was persecuted ;iv]th ar« 
ityr. Though many confiacationa were pronounced, 
many (met exacted, a degrading pttnisfament kiflict't 
ed» nuDoerous famifies ruined, the evil remained the 
same. It was supported l:r^ the i^ture of tilings, 
mmh more patent thka all the coercive expedients 
^ human invention^ 

CMnpangf (tf Guipmcp^ 

in 1788^ some Kscayati m^ehatiits made a propo^ 
sidon to the king, dvtt th^y wodU, at thar own eac-* 
pence> d^troy the central^aaid trade of foretgnem^ 
^th iktt pravinee of Veneii»Ia; on coodition that 
tb^ shooH be permined t^ mpply die conMry att4 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 12 

export its produce to the metropolis. Never were 
circumstances more fevowrable; never was a proposi^ 
tion more readily adopted. It encountered some Ioc:al 
difficulty ; for the vessels destined for America ought 
to have cleared out from and returned to the ports of 
Biscay, which was reputed foreign to the royal duties^ 
in place of the port of Cadiz, where all expeditions 
for America must be made. But the manner in which 
the greater point was regulated, proves that perse- 
vcrffiTHJe overcomes all obstacles, 

Wise Conditions of the Concession. 

The royal grant permitted that the province of 
Guipuscoa should form a company, and send annually 
to the province of Venezuela two vessels of forty or 
fifty guns, laden with the productions of Spain, which 
i&hould make their discharge at the port of Guayraj 
that they should cruise from the mouth of the Orc- 
nd^ to the Rio-de-la-Hache, to seize all vessels en-^ 
gaged in the contraband trade. For these jpurposeisi 
his majesty would give them letters patent. 

In 1734, the company obtained permission to send 
as many vessels as it pleased; and liberty to dispatch 
cargoes from St. Sebastian and Passage, on paying to 
the king the same duties which would have been in- 
curred if the vessels had departed from Cadiz: but the 
returns must be made directly to Cadiz, for the pay- 
ment of the duties imposed on colonial produce. ' A 
third of the captures made from contraband tradersj^ 
was a4judged to the crew of the captor, an'd the other 
two-thirds to the company. The merchandise cpp- 
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ttited. W21S to he sold at Ciraccas> subject to the ens* 
tomary duties. Cargoes of cacao seized by the 
cruisers were to be sent to Spain ; and the company 
Tnight arm such captured vessels, as were suitable 
for their J)urpose. The company's factors had th^ 
privilege of sending to Vera^Cruz, the cacao which 
its vessels could not export tb Spain. The company 
>vas expressly bound to supply not oiily the provilice 
of Venezuela^ but also of Cumana, Marg^etta, and 
Trinidad. The governor of Caraccas was invested 
Vith the right of deciding on every thing relative to 
the commerce of the company of which he was no* 
minated judge conservator. An appeal from his deci- 
sion must be carried to the council of the Indies.-— 
I'in^lly, the king promises his protection to the com- 
pany, and declares that any person iftay be concerned 
in his commerce, either directly or indirectly, uiUJi* 
aut derogation to his noUltty^ and without los^ of 
honour^ estate, or reputation. 

We observe with surprise, that all the coliditions 
imposed on the company of Guipuscoa were only 
balanced by the simple permission of trading with 
certain provinces of Terra-Firma. The king reserved 
the right of granting similar privileges to others, if 
the advantages expected from this grant were not 
obtained; and die complany could only depend on 
the choice of its agents, the economy of its expences, 
and the wisdom of its administration, to render use- 
less the efforts of competition. It is certain that this 
Xoeasure, where more depended on ©hance than fore- 
sight, produced two wonderful effects. It compell^ 
the company to proceed on principles of moderation 
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and jwtlce ; imd rendered it welcome to the tnhftbi* 
tantd of Terra-FmBa. The mwrmurs which vfCfe 9^ 
pp^nded have nev^ been experieacedj and the 
hopeig given to govemment have been justified ; for 
the eacao has i»nce proceeded directly to the motha^ 
coun^> instead of pa»^ng into ^EM^ign hands^ as 
IcHineifly, tjo be again re^sold^ even in S^in itself. 

From 1730 to 1748, the company sent directly 
to Spain, 'eight hundred and fifty^\^ tlKHisand, nine 
hundred and seventy Height quintals of cacao; aiftowit- 
ing to one-tWfd more than had been sent there in the 
preceding thirty years; and the cacao of its first 
shipment, in 1732, was sold at 45 dollars, instead of 
80, as formerly. 

EacbMt&e €!ommerc€. 

The company thus establbhed iMt)ved satk^act^ny 
to government in all its relations; and had the addresci 
to profit by the confidence and eonsidemtion it had 
acquired, as well in Europe as in Amerrcai, by solicit- 
ing and obtaining'the usdess privilege of an exclusive 
conunerce. 

By means of its poMcy and i^uccess it had attained 
sufficient credit to attempt this proceeding, which 
per&ctly succeeded. The con^ny stated that, in 
addition to the advantages already (Hvcured to dm 
modi^ country, it might considerably au^nent its 
relations, if there-^rmbursement^f advancaaeite fie- 
cess^ry to the oukiviktors, were ^aranteed ^ the 
^ritUege of exclusive com^ftaH^e. A ro^yal caduie, m 
)r74i^, ^gnmted dm privilege lo Camceas^^ aad l:^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ZT»0lker i^^le, of 1753> k was obtakled for Mttra-r 
wb^ From tins period ihe company apipeaits to ii2^F9 
aiarmcid (he intapost and cxchjed the idi^sijpieion of the 
ij;ibabitajE^ of V^&e^ttela^ Wilder tht hid^efw Mf>€ct 
of HMmopoIy. Tbejf coyild^pfMbeiid nc^kig Idss^ 
from th^ mea9tii>e> than an endeHydUr to pkice ayoke 
upon the provinec^ ^a^t^ sacrifice k to the cupidity, 
of the coiiQ)ai>y. 

Hidtoiy dcres ^ot> howevor, dhow that the compMy 
changed its fonHer i^stem; but rest^on ^Ufficieotly 
declares thssi by the mere solicitation of this exclusive 
privilege^ it had opened a door to all these fe«r»> siis^ 
pk^ofiis 4md csilulimies. 

jWhethcr weH itmtided ot not, it is a fact that ^reat 
^lurmuring was excited, and sharp complaints were 
utMred that the company abwed die victory it had 
obtailned in baniiihing €;ompetition« The discontent 
became so genctal and to violent^ that the intcmdi 
traiMipHHity of the province was on the point .of hmag 
endangered. 

The dissatis£M)1son would certainly have assumed 
the character of sedition, if a. prudent measure had 
not been adopted to calm the passions thus violeiltly 
agitaied. 

It was agreed, in 1760^ ibtix an aMefmbly^slKiuld be 
fottned composed of an ecjual nufll^er of membemvf 
the coeipany ami cultivators belon^ng to the cotm^ 
try, m which Ae govemor*gtoewd of the province of 
VesEezil^ should preside. This assembly w^ to de^ 

7 ■ 
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termine the price to he paid by th^ comply fof Ca£ao> 
nor should any variation of price be permitt^, tvtri' 
in time of war, but in virtue of a. formal decision of 
diis ai^embly. Those inhabitants who were not satis* 
fied/with the estd>lished price> were also allowed to 
send a sixth part of their cacao to Spain> on their own 
account^ aaid in the vessels of the company. 

Mexico, *Santa-Fe> St. Domingo, Porto^Rico^ 
Cuba, and the Canary islands, retained (he privilege 
of receiving from Venezuela the cacao necessary for 
Aeir consumption. The company was also obliged 
tasubmit to the superior government of the province, 
the prices at which it intended to sell (he articles re- . 
ceived from Europe, and (he approbation of the 
governor was rendered indispensable* 

The annals of commerce furnish, perhaps^ no exam- 
ple of a company, the monopoly of which has been 
so happily modified by law, as that of the Guipuscoa 
company. Let us cast a glsmce upon its operations. 

Operations of the Company 4 

All the* persons concerned in this company were 
TBiscayans, and they held their general assembly at 
St. Sebastian: since 1751, they have held it at Ma- 
drid, under the presidency of a member of the council 
of the Indies. The immense expences of this cbm^ 
pany, its considerable advances, the multitude of per- 
smur employed in the management of its aflkirs, thd 
extensive assortments always found in its magazines^) 
the wars which at intervals have embarrsissed its enter- 
•prises, and the profits resulting to the stockholders. 
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i are tJitiimirtaiices -w^iich have jpre^tehtfed "ihucK (!if- 
ficiflly. Tht ^ucfeCsjJ'IfiSt has «tehd<?A it c^ oiily be 
€s^mmA fey fte wse i*ks df it& adAmismttion^ Ae 
Melky rf ite V»i6tf* fflp « ftrt fe uitantSj ^o ai-e aly^^ys 
tak^ii fiK)ift Bi!3eay, ' and, ^hoti HI, ^ «cfupulou^ 
prudence which ever directs its operations. At all 
time*!, Beth 6f pt«ce and-wkr, thfe Veifefeb of the com- 
pany vN^rfe iHswed ttgaanst thfi dahgjfcrt of navigation. 

Being obliged fo sifbstitutfe its iMn commerce for 
that formerly carried on by Strangers, the company 
established cruisers on the coasts and posts on the 
land, tode^oy the contraband trade. For this ser- 
vice ten aitned vessels, containing 96 guns and 518 
men were employed, Jlnd 102 liieil oii ^dte : the 
support ^nd pay of this establishmeiit cost, annually, 
^OOjOOO dollars. In the ports granted to. the com- 
pany, wperb edifices were constructed to kdcommo- 
date its factors and deposit its wares* The wliarvea 
or coves of Guayra and PortcJ-Cavello, were con-, 
structedby the company: the former, 175 feet long, 
aiid 33 broad, the latter, 230 lowig and 30 broad. 
It has advanced to the inhabjitants 640,000 dollars^ 
without interest, and without hppe of re-payment> 
but from the produce which it i:eeeiyes> at a price 
fixed by the assembly just descnbed. Since the esta- 
blishment^Q^ this co^pany^ sevend. villages i^ the 
province of Veaiezuela have sprung into existence: 
as Patlag^ira>,G.oatira, Csd^at^o, St. Juan-Baptiste- 
4el-Pao, Montalvan, . Ospino, La5av^n?i d'Ocumare, 
all the establishments from J^acarao to the river Tuy^ 
Volcano, San-Pedro, Lagunetas, Mostazas, and le 
Frayle. The compan3r9ejxd3 annually to Terra-Firma. 
Vol. II. c 
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^ six vesseb of at least diree^ hundred t6ii» ^eh.— 
Before its establishment, cacao was the only com- 
mercial produce kno\^ in the province of Vene^ue^ 
la; the company has added hides and tobacco, the 
ani)ual exportation of which aniounts to 200,000 

-^. dollars. 

From 1735 to 1763, the cultivation of cacao made 

a prodigious increase. At the first period, the whole 

produce of the province was estimated at sixty-five 

thousand quintals, while in 1763i^ there were embark-r 

ed> directly 

QuiDtak. , 
For Spain • . • • 50,319 

Far y«ra Crux * - . • 36,8g4 

For the Canaries - - • ll^lSo 

For St. Domingo, Porto-Rico 7 
and Havaaoa 3 



2,316 



Local consumptioa ... 30,000 
Total * - - * r 110,659' 

During the same interval, the plains to the south of 
Caraccas, which nature *IS& rendered suitable for thct 
raising of animals, acquired* ^p|e the number they 
formerly had possessed. The various dutfeSj. tflTthen 
insufficient to 4efray the expences of govemmi^nt, !!)e-\ 
came adequate to every charge ; and the king waii 
exempted frtmi the obligation he had been und'ei^ 
during near two hundred years, of sending money 
from Mexico to Venezuela and Cumana, fir^the pay- 
ment of the tribunals and troops. In short, every 
thing in the province of Venezuela assumed a cheer-*' 
fill aspect, an air of prosperity, not seen in any other 
S^aniiA possession. 



Digitized by 



Google 



•^fV^W^^ ■' ,'»■'-■ 



19 



<• 



iliii^ dtiginal delicacy of the company expcticnced 
a fatal alteration. The moderation of its prices^ its 
scruples on the quality of article^ the mildness and 
forethought of its agenb, all disappeared ahnost at 
the same time. A part of its prdita were employed 
in tampering with the assembly destined to curb its 
cupidity, or rather, in paralysing its action by gain- 
ing the chief into its interests. Its disregard of its 
duties, its abuse of its credit, was carried to such a 
degree, as to engage with the Dutch of Curasao, 
in the contraband trade which it had pledged itself to 
its sovereign to destroy. By these means the planters 
were injured and the mother country deprived of the 
trade, which the company carried on thus shamefully 
with strangers. 

Liberty of Commerce. 

It was proper that such disorders should occasion, 
as in fact they afterwards did, the dissolution of the 
company. This measure was not, however, executed 
as promptly as it ought to have been, because the new 
monopoly, the new exactions, were protected and 
defended by the partisans Which the company had 
made, and which it preserved by the infliience of its 
gold. 

The Spanish minister could not obtain details suf- 
ficiently precise and authentic to justify him in striking 
directly on the company, for it was not less i^pported 
in Spain dian in America. He acquired, hqwieter, 

c2 ^ 
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* futficitnt infbmudmi to ascertaia the extent of the 
territory wherein it exercised its privileges, in the 
vast plan formed for the commerce of America, and 
piit in execution t>y the regutatibn called Ffee Com- 
merce, of the 12th Octobei^, 1 T^S. 

Commercial Revolution whic^ followd 

To perceive the happy revolution, produced by thb 
regulation, to the commerce of Spain and her colo- 
nies, it ia necessary to be acquainted with the com- 
mercial history of that country, during the three last 
oeiituries. The policy of that period will be found 
to have been entirely devoted to epibarrass gpeculatorsj 
to restrain and destroy expeditions, and to convert . 
^Very thing to royal revenue. In this new law, on the 
contrary, will \>t perceived the developement of a 
system entirely opposed to the one before pursued. 
Reason will there be seen, if not entirely destroying, 
at least attacking the front of prejudice, substituting 
enlarged for contracted views, and opeiiin^ to geniu9> 
activity, and industry, a field which the policy or the 
timidity of the ministry had.k^pt hitherto closed. 
"* The cpmtnercial laws, issued by the council of the 
Indies/ suWquent to th^ regulation* of 177S, ,^e; 
dictated by the same spirit of wisdom, of calculation, 
of hardihood, which renders the modern change of 
the commercial system inexplicable, 

. I^t us review the different grantswjbich, for twenty . 
year^ pa§t^ hayejconcurred ti> giYe4o,tbe,CQn|iqi^ce of , 
Spai^wit^i Aperies the^i^cou^agementsL yid Tafij^ 
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txcs \^icli that nation Hiul'constantly denied it before 

ms: '• \' . /.\l/;;. . A"; ,^; : / ,./, 

Bythc^ regulation* .of VtYs^ it vr^stipyiated.thaj 
tlie vessels employed iii the' American trade, shoul^i 
uniformiy belong to Spahiards, andshpulji^bepf na-- 
tional construction. He who had bpilt.one for this 
trade/ of the size of three hundred tons and up^w^d^^ 
obtained' a^ a premium, the reduction of a third 9^ 
the duties on th6 Spanish merchandise which was. em- 
barked in^ it. 

The Captains, commanders, magt^rsy .sea-officersr 
and two^thifds of the crew were to be native or na^, 
turalisJf d Spaniards^ * * , . _. ^ w - ; 

The searports of the mother country ppen ta 
Americai which before wer^ restricted to^a yety small, 
number; iare Cadiz, Seville, Malaga, Alinira, Car- 
thagena, ' Alicant, Valencia, (order of the king of 
tRe 27th February, 1794) Alfaguez, Detortpaa, 'Bais 
celona, St. Andeto, Gijon and Vigo, (order of Ae 
king of the 27th July, 1783); Palnwi-de^ainte- 
Croix: de Teneriffe, Majorca, and Canaries, for their 
respective productions, and not for foreign, articles,, 
of which the rent is only permitted from the ports of 
the mother Country ; (order of the king of 9th June« 
1799.) 

Opening of the American Ports to the Spanish 
TVxide, and the wise distinetiqn which has Veen 
made thereon. 

This salutary operation has likewise be^n extended 
to America, where very few ports had the privilege 
of trading with the mother country. At present. 
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almost ajl, those whose roadsf permit the entrance of 
Vessels from long voyages can not only receive ^the 
ships of the mother jconntry, but likewise trade di- 
rectly to the ports of Spain, the wisdom of the 
fegislature^ in opening new pof ts, h^ even been car- 
ried so far as to declare them minors. 

To understand the advantage resulting from dus 
regulation, it is proper to observe that Spain divides 
her American ports into mqjors and minors; in the 
first they pay all the duties specified in the custom 
book, or tarif; that is to s^y^ all the royal and muni- 
cipal duties; in the second, they pay none but muni- 
cipal duties, as well on leaving Spain, as on entoring. 
the minor port. The statement of duties which the 
goods pay, are inserted at the end of this chapter, 
and will give the reader all the information which hf 
can desire on this rather complic^ited subject. ^ Thq. 
object of this diviision of ports, is to establish a spe^ 
cies of balance between the ports most frequented, 
and those which are least so. In the former the ar* 
ticle^ of merchandise are soon sold, and the re-lqading 
soon 'completed; whereas, in the ports less populous^ 
or at least, within reach of great cities,, or the feir of 
culturesi the speculator experiences decays \vhich 
would make him avoid them, if he did not J^nd a 
counter consideration in the diminution of duties.— 
IJhiis the part not cultivated, could never hope to be 
SQ, be9ause industry, the inseparable companion of 
commerce, would not fix itself in places which com- 
merce avoided. 

The major ports of the captaincy-general of Ca* , 
raccas are Guayra, since its establishment, and Por^* 
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tc-Cavello, by oitier of Ac king, of the 25th of July, 
1798. Maracaibo is next; Cumana, Barcelona, Mar- 
garetta, and Guiana are the minor ports. The port 
of Goro is the only one denied a trade with the mo- 
ther country; it was, however, the first which was 
opened to that traifcl nor has any law expressly de- 
prived it of this privilege; but, surrounded with de-^ 
sert or sterile lands, the want of articles of exchange 
Im naturally effected this deprivation. 

THe duties which are received on goods goihg from 
a' major, to a minor port, are restored; but to go from 
a minor to a major they are obliged to pay the re* 
iftainder of the duties; in the mean time, by a sin- 
gular favour, the vessels sailing from Maracaibo for 
Spain may stop at Guayra, without prejudicing the 
immunities of minor ports. (Order of the king, 
July 13th, 1694.) 

JPolitical and fiscal basis of Spanish tar\fs. 

The import and export duties, imposed for a length 
of time on all goods, have undergone a reform, in 
which are combined as^much as possible, the need 
which the revenue has of the proceeds of the cus- 
tom-house, the protection required by the national 
industiy, the activity of commerce, and the supply 
oi i^anish America. 

All the articles composing the cargoes destined for 
the colonies are divided into three classes : the first 
comprehends articles of the growth or manufacture 
of Spain, which are called /ree articles, because they 
are' only subjected to duties which appear trifling 
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when €omj^c4 with Aose paid by thfi Qthet f^cUs, 
notwithstaifding.whicly h^vr^v^, they aye ajiaveaine 
OD.d a half per cept.. bptj) <jp th?ji: kavin| gpaiiu. w4i 
their entry in America '^ho^i;, likewisp^i ^ffi. c<^i- 
dered as national gp<^ Qf vhic)\ tt^ iJAtipQa^ in- 
dustry ha^ doubled the, vaji^e^egfcej^i^pgjarticlp^ (tpm 
the cotton manufactories of QataIonia,%nd cfth^rp^^ 
of the kingdom^ on ^hif K the duties shpuld be, w- 
ceived, in virtue of tl>e order of the king^ of tUp 
28th of February^ 178^, unless i,t be proved- th^t they 
were made; vith the cotton of the Spanish- |)asse$* 
sions. 

The second class comprises, articlj^ qf c^ontribu- 
tion : these are articles which, thou|;h of foreign pro- 
duction, have r^c^iyed a dpgree pf^ workmanship in 
Spain, which has either giv^n. them a, n^w fonp, or 
improved that which they had; in such a degree, 
however, as not to augment their value more than 
one half; for, in that case they a|*e rc;puted i^atipi^. 

The duties paid at their shipment for America, and 
on their arrival there, amoupt to abput twelve and. a 
half per cent. 

In the, third class is found all that is imposed from 
foreign parts to Spain, and ultin^tely sent to Ajne^ 
rica. All foreigp merchandise pays on its entry into . 
Spain, fifteen per cent.; on its departure for Amer 
rica, seven per cent. ; and at its arrival seven per 
cent, besides the duties of internationy, vidulto^ apd 
consulaf, and independent, likewise, of other mode- 
rate duties, which raise the price of all foreign mer- 
chandise, imported from the mother country, about 
fort)'-three per cent. 
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Colonial productions, excepting cacao, pay but in-^ 
considerable duties on leaving America, and on their 
entry into Spain, and are totally exempt from duty 
on their exportation from Spain for foreign markets. 

All unwrought materials which the nation cannot 
consume, and which go to supply foreign manufac* 
tones, pay heavy duties on their exportaticm^ which,, 
by raising the price of the articles in which they are 
employed, gives the Spanish manufacturer an incal* 
culable advantage over the foreign one. 

The wool of the Lama, vigogTie, and she^, ex- • 
empt- op their entry in Spain, are subject to duty on- 
exportation, the first to eight per cent, on their value, 
the second to fifteen per cent, and two dollars besides 
per quintal, according to the pragmatic sanction of 
1*600; and the tfaiid at thirty three and a third per 
CQfOt. &c. 

Suchx are the; principles followed by the Spanish go- 
vernment, to secure some part of the prodigious mar* 
krt offered by the W^t-Indies to European manufacr 
titers, . 

The effect which should naturally be produced by « 
thb i^se^ combination of tarifs, would be to exdte 
eomlation and industry. But cai^essnessr- or other 
faults Ja political economy, has deceived the hc^es^of 
government, and converted a- measure^ designed to 
benefit Spanish mspiufactures,. into an encoiuagem^nt 
<rf illicit traffic. 

Several* regi^lations have been adopted. to oblige • 
the' merchants to compose their .cargRpes, for. Amer^ca^ > 
of,n?ttio^aJ commodities. In aJittle.time they ex- 
acted, but a, third,, and to those whq inch^d^'m^ 
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than alhird in their cargoes, they allowed a premium 
in the reduction of the duties. Finally, by an order 
of the 20th November, 1797, the king accorded to 
shippers the liberty to export as they pleased either 
ill foreign or national commodities. 

Conditionsto authorise trade with Spanish America. 

To carry on trade from Spain to America, it is ne- 
cessary to be a Spaniard either by birth or naturaliza- 
tion. A stranger cannot engage in it even in the 
XKime, or as a representative of his wife, his children, 
or his father-in-law. -. The system in regard to this, is 
80 uniform, that the last order of the king, which 
established this measure, is of the 6th of February, 
1'803; and according to another order of the 19th of 
May, 1784, and a cedule of the 19th of July, 1790/ 
the productions and commodities of America cannot 
be consigned to strangers. But, thanks to the na- 
tional manners, which indulge a taste for an idle, or * 
as they term it, noble mode of life, which the* laws 
endeavour, in vain, to destroy, the Spanis^ds prelfeij 
th^ practice of lending their names, to the trouble^ 
n6me exercise of commerce. ' The strangers est'ablish-r ' 
ed at Cadiz, that general mart of American coni- 
merce, are enabled, it is said, by means of a trifling 
cdnsideration, to cover, with great facility, their ex- 
peditions to America with a Spanish name: it should* 
be added'tb the honour of this nation, that there has 
noV been an example where the confidence of the 
stnlriger has been deceived. This fraud, if it be one, 
is far from being prejudicial to the Spanish nation. 
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for it gives an activity to the trade of the mother 
country, which it certainly would not have had, if en— 
tiirely prosecuted by the citizens. 

By the orders of 30 November, 1762, and 7 Fe- 
bruary, 1792, the commodities which went to Ame- 
rica and returned from thence, for want of sale, paid 
at their return the duties of importation, and repaid 
those of exportation if they were again sent out: but 
by order of the 26 September, 1803, commodities noti 
soW, retuni^d from America to Spain, are .not only 
exempt from all duties, but also obtain the restitution 
of those which they paid on goiYig out. 

Subdivision of the Commerce of Terra Firma. 

The commerce of the provinces of Caraccas with 
the mother country, is almost all carried on by the 
port of Guayra, which, notwithstanding its bad road, 
(&^uted for a long time with the other ports, the ad- 
i^tage of being most frequented. 

The reason was, that the environs of Caraccas, 
where Ae productions are most abundant, have no 
othcf vent but the capital, which in its turn, cannot 
Export them but at Guayra ; and as the population 
of this' great city consumes the moit of articles of 
necessity, comfort and luxury, the tawler is interested 
in resorting to it. In consequence of these circum- 
stances Porto*Cavello, thirty leagues to leeward, w?» 
n/ever used as the port of shipment, excepting of Ac 
^icj^ produced in it$ environs, in part of the val- 
leys of Aragoa, Valencia, San Carlos, Saiijt Philippe, 
&c If it happened, too, that the natural produce sa 
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for increased' as to exceed the value of the g<iod» 
Jiroiight by European vessels, the traders repaired to 
Guayra to discharge their European cargoes, of which- 
th€ly could not otherwise expect a good sale, and af- 
tehvards.weot to Porto-Cavello to load in return. 

Maracaibo, Cumana and La Guiana, received an* 
ihially each two or three vessels from the mother* 
country; but at Maracai'bo they could only obtain in 
return cargoes of coffee and deer skins; at Cumana, 
cotton> and a little coffee; at La Guiana, only the 
produce brought there from Varinas, Barquisimeto, 
Stc. They sailed there by the river Apure, whiclr 
discharges itself into the Oronoko. 

» * 

Profits of the Spanish Merchant 

The trade of Terra-Firma is far from being as ad<»^ 
vantageoiis to the Spanish merchants as is generally, 
supposed. The common calculation is that the cai^ 
goes delivered in America, acquire, one with anothei*, 
by the duties, freight, assurances, commissions, and 
other inferior expences, a value of thirty per cent, 
above their price in Spain. A merchant thinks him- 
self very fortunate when he sells the whole of hi^ 
commodities at thirty-three and a third per cent 
above fifst cost ; so that the neat profit is but three 
and a third per cent, and it may even be said that 
this'sganty profit is fictitious; for it is doubtful if it 
cover the losses to which the merchant is exposed by- 
tHe credit he is obliged to give to obtain the return 
of vbich I hay? just spoken. 
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Management of Cargoes. 



The merchants of the different Spanish ports, carry. • 
on the trade to Terra Firm^- and all Spanish Am^ 
rica, on their own account. They consign their ves- 
sels to factors, who multiply in all the Americaa 
ports. They have a commission of five per cen't..on 
the sales, and four per cent, qn purchases. Some- 
timeSj though rarely, the captain is consignee, and 
takes a store liouse, which is called the reghtrc of 
such a vessel, or such a captain. This measure rarely 
ti^ms out to the advantage of the shipper, because th^ 
captain, who can never know the country as wdl as 
those who inhabit it, is apt to dispose of his merchan- 
dise disadvantageously . If he gives credit freely, the 
i^Jowness and difficulty of recoveries, prolong the 
stay of the vessel in the port, and diminishes in pro^ 
portion the profits of the speculation. If he give na 
credit^ he cannot sell except below the current price^ 
and meets with losses in a sale where a factor would 
b^ve gained profits. 

. The merchants of Cadiz, convinced of this truth,, 
always consign their vessels tp factors residing ia 
America. . 

The Ca,talcmiana are the only traders who make 
consignees of their captains; and they do not always 
find themgclves the losers by this plan, because the 
captains find a great many of their countrymen ia 
America, engaged in mercantile occupations, wha 
unite probity to the love of their jepuntry,,and who, 
exercisp among themselves the duties of th^ purest 
friendship, under the most grotesque external. They 
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tender each other, tnutually, all possible services; 
they are sober, laborious, and upright. Their specu- 
ktions are almost always in ct>mmoh. A purchase 
of importance is alvrays made by as many Catalonkms 
as the article purchased can be divided Amtmg. It is 
thus Aat the greatest part of the cargoes coming 
from their country are sold. One or two Cataloniawi 
make Ae bargain^ all the others remain silent. An 
soon as it is concluded, the whole swarm appears for 
the (tivimon. The singularity of this fraternity is in- 
Contestably owing to the particular idiom which is 
spoken in Catalonia; it prevails equally among the 
Biscayans> wit;hout producing the same effects oa 
commercial transactions* 

The commodities sent from Spain to T^rra Firma 
are deposited in the warehouses of the factwt, where 
the retail merchants go to examine them. I should 
not omit to notice the singular circumstance that 
these warehouses have never any door opening on 
the street. They are always in the mterior of the 
houses, and frequently it is necessary to knock at the 
door to have it opened. Whatever may be done by 
the laws, the national opinion still refuses the con- 
sideration to commerce which it enjoys every where 
else. The Creoles are still more averse to it than the 
Europeans. No situation but such as derives its' 
emolument from the king, is held here in any de- 
gree of estimation. 

The commodities are sold to retailers ^t four or 
six months credit ; but the payment although pro- 
mised to be entire, is generally done in part only, 
and new terms are often entered into to lengthen the 
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credit to yearn. It is evident thdt if the vessel were- 
obliged to wait the collecting of the payment for its 
cargo, in order to je-lpad its retwins, . it would conr 
sume the proceeds in expences, or would occasion 
enormous losses to the shipper. . 

To pprpsecutC' this trade with some success^ thwe* 
for^ it is neceif^ory to have funds already provided in 
America, so as tQ be able, at the moment of tHe ves^ 
Bel's arrival, to commence the purchase of produce^ 
which is rarely found collected in sufficient quantities 
to complete a cargo in a few days. It is with the 
money arising from previous cargoes, that the factor 
is enabled to load and expedite the departure of the 
fresh vessels that arrive. 

Pi ■ I 

Importations bt^ the trade qf the mother country. 

But it is time to inform the reader of Ae amount 
of the importations usually made by the trade from 
the mother country to Terra Firma. Those which 
were made from 1797 to 1803^ cannot serv e as a rule, 
because the commercial relations with the mother 
country, were almost null until the peace of Ami<Jiis ; 
nor have they, even yet, entirely recovered. 

I believe I cannot do better than state the importa- 
tions of the year 1796, which formed a grand pari 
of the interval of neutrality enjoyed by Spain, be- 
tween its peace with France and war with England. * 

Porto Cavello, not being at this time open to the 
trade of the mother country, the port of Guayr^ 
was the only one of that|)rovince which the ve^els o£ 
Spain^frequented. The port of B^elona waa as yet 
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closedi and Cumaha and Maracaibo sent their pro- 
duce to Guayra;, because they had no veaseb loading 
;n tiieir ports. La Guiana continued its relations 
with the neighbouring colonieis. 

By the registers of 1796, however, |t is seen that 
there arrived at Guayra forty*threc vessels, of which 
fifteen were ships, four polacres, two chebecs, tw«ity- 
one brigs, and one schooner, who discharged^ accord- 
ing to the estimate of die custom house, as follows. ' 

Dollars. 
In free and national articles, 93^,881| 
In articles of contribution^, 753,4428 
In foreign articles, 1,429,487 S 



Total 3,1 18,81 U 



Or, 15,579,055 Francs. 

These articles pay 281,328 dollars, importatioa. 
duties. 

Exportations. 

The declamtion of war by Spain against England 
surprised a great many vessels in the port of Guayra. 
Many of them, whose sales were not completed, nor 
their payments made to themy were obliged, in order 
not to risk the whole, to leave the greater part of 
their funds in the power of the factor, where almost 
/the whole remained until the peac« of Amiens. 

During the year of 1796, therefore, there did not 
sail from Guayra to Spain more than twelve sh^y 
five polacres, thrj^ pacjcet boats, six )m%% and a 
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fckebeck, in all thirty-seven veaseb; and tbw .cargoes 
ivare composed of pf educe; <)f which tlie'valjie was 
fix€Jd by the C4ist<)m houte of Guaym at ^()98>31^ 
4io}lai^^ on ^ich the duties levied a^^unted* H 
138X)&3 dollars; or 690>260 francs, 

Purchusc qf Pr^^ce.' 

1b lio town of Terra-Firtii^ «ot ev^nt at Ca«*ccaflt 
iuive the merchante any place of mebting, like o»r 
^<^aiigeg^ to tceat of co»mercial«fifei|ip: every" om 
Mlours in ti^ aiieiice' aod flotituide of fab cotmtingt* 
iiouse. Barter or exduu^e is entindy i^jokskf^fm 
among them. No paper la to fae seen t)»re in ckr* 
culation; for they ate strangets to the custom of dis- 
count. All Commercial transactions are conducted 
directly and |»ivately betwetm the adl^ and thfe pur- 
thasert neither have they any price-current. These 
^W9S are nvdiejf &ctodes tino |)laces ^ trader ' 

Tkfe puichttse of ^x^duce is hot laade at Temi- 
iPuiiia as in the other oilonioiM itt kr^ quan^tsea>^«^ 
The city of CJamcea» is Ac grtind tnait cf At ppwiucej 
]>u| Its ailfjpition/ In tht ixikbt of niouiitaiiis^ not per- 
mitting any other conveyance thatton the backs df* 
4fiulea> d»i^ prbduttaons aniye ibtit iil smaU quantities^ 
iwhkk ate earned afaottt ihe cit^rlQ be sold «athe belt 
btfUeif. Thi plimtem hartw n6«Kir?ribng agents aind 
iactocs aa in '/the Fittieh colonies^ to • ckry out their 
^oductioiis on s^e. "Sbe >piBnter has no BeR ^ M- 
"toesti .atid still less of mtiiiiBeyVtwitii'^be m«K^buisL 
!$h»m^Ms of the cultivator toftatortasion a^snorafeh- 
tey. intercoorae?!^ lift sfib&itd 4eliiM die mereham> 

Vol, II j> 
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in a stipulated time^ a Certain quantity (^ produce 
at a specific price^ which must be paid in advance; 
good faith (sometimes presides at these bargains, and 
effects a happy conclusion. But often, also, the 
authority of die tribunal is claimed, to enforce the 
execution of agreements; and I am inclined to ques^ 
tion whether the merchant be not always the dems^id- 
ant. The complaints generally turn on the negligence 
of the pteiter, the bad quality of the product or 
its adulteration. It is evident that such tr;uisMions 
tend rather to occasion distrust between the merchant 
and the planter than harmmiy, and that this misunder- 
aUuiding is one of the greatest distacks which the 
^public prosperity can encounter. . ^^ 



QjiiaUty of th^ ptoductiom of Terra-Firma. 

The commercial productions of Ter^Firma (aa 
has been obsecv^ in the preceding chapter) are of a 
superior quality to tho$e of the Frendi colonies, ex- 
cepting the cotton, the inferiorky of which ought 
father to.be^ttributed to the fault of its preparationj^ 
than to that of .the soih . 

"fhe cacao of Caraocas, after that of Soccmusco, obr 
tains in trade thd preference over that ^ other parts 
of Ameiic^; even over that which is cukivated on the 
saflie;^«6liln!ieBt ; ; in the envir(M:is of die province of 
VeiBN»!aie& When the -cacao of Caraccas is at>50 
ibfi^ a tftgti^M Cadi^i diat of La Madel^itTiv at 
44, that of Onayaqu^at^, andthat of Msii^gi^oa 
jStt S5. The cacao si^lb by the fmcjga, c^r sack of ^Mie 
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hundred dnd ten J>oUhds SpansK wcigki, Whifcii in 
WiAin a trifle of one hundred pounds French; 

Theindigo of <:;aracCas is iiiftrldr 6nly lb that of 
GUatini^a. No other knowii species of indigd has, 
within twenty-five or tldtty p€r cent/tlie ralue oif 
the indigfo of Caraccas. It is distingbished iil tradd 
into Jlor, or first qilality^ iabre&dUeiU^i or dipdinary; 
and cok^, ifcinfcTiot. Wh6h the first is it 12 reals 
Ae pound^; -the second is at 10> and the third at 8. 

It is impossible yet to ascertain what rank cotfi^ 
Mercewill assign to the coftee of Terra-Firma, because- 
it has not been exported in suf&deiit quantities t6 
have obtained a particular place in the prices cuitenfe 
But the form of the grain, and its flavour, which 
cannot be disputed, announce diat one dky or other» 
and that not far distant, the coflfee of Terra-Firma 
will attain4o the Same consideration Whith its c^cao 
has for a long time enjoyed* The sugar evinces th^ 
tin^lfulness and ignorance of its tnanufacture, but 
docs credit to the soil which produces it/ 

' Their price. 

In the month of JTitlyi 1804, CaCao was at C^rac^ 
eas, 160 francs the quintal (Its prdin^ price is 
from 100 to 110 francs.) 

Indigb> flor, the pound, . . 68 francs* 

The sabrisaiient^ and fcofte in iproJ)ortion. 

Cbffee, Iflie quintal - * ISO 

' ^ (Thierte was but little in the miuket; ) 
- Cdtton, a quintal, - * ^ ^to^tt 
' T4 Ae price of produde |)urchased hi tSataccW 
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■■mm »|wi»ys ^ %<M^ ^«| «99¥eya»cf ^ Qmyri, 
vhich ,i« (Jg^ eg sw|% «»4 F«>B^ S fe«« ^ lw# 

j^ ^uyr9iT9i)?i^ (^ tm ^MHffe. The «onipfirn»& of 
^f^if ^ jr^^tiff for SfMin- 

so high dumg ^ b9< waf, «> ©I ifselC t9 %?P^ ^ 
trade of the mother country wth its colcmies. Cacao^ 
the sole production vik\^h Vil^ sent to Spain, paid 
12 dollars per quintal, of which three were paid in 

Ifi ^a^ qf i^^ the fright ^f qi«i? is # dolkiv 
per fanega of one hundred p9i|||^ %qpi^. 

T{^ i^e^ste -which the caq%g i^^^^^i^ 4^!^ the 
voyage is ^fji^lff^. tc^ ^^qcw^t ^ lUm c^p^n. 
To cove} t^is they remit him t^f ^ per qej^. ^ is 
to say, of on^ hi^^,m^ m m>»»»(is- whipfebp has 
.XfCeive4» he ia only bound to deliy^ Q«pue huij^f^ lind 
mm m ^m> Hj^.Mmfitr, th^^ y/n^tgi «x«eds 
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^ thr«»>|p«f «e«t. a)I«w«i tHrfith* «l^u<b it dbi p a 
1;« c()B^flfi|t4tlf*4w9^redLa6d teit jpoittds •« hiv evhr 
ekfctioe/, fhift tb99 »<K|tMl at <fn^' and * htii Tflhf 
ceat This qondid^a* .h iM^Metir t» aMuft Ae dam 

T . * '^ . 

'Bie <iMcpi of innifffiioes^ wktekis^qifetlly fBOffif^ 
Hnt m Sfpzkn is hi other woittrM^^ ff^trif eoXhwat 
tt^tradkr^tfi Aiteriea; Widmift ibM wife pnDtioi9 
<^* immbor of comitte^iitekperiUtbiiBTrmddterAitirA 
I^ thair it 19 a^ pemnt. Sa/M hoi* s CfaanHMT 4f 
iHBiUNince' dil^ieot tx> i^gufelticxinr i^pfi^eved tty theifefngt} 
itrvw d&Mlffredb by tke eadttxtoii^loBsetf \^hif£h h SMRSa 
tathed »l Ai 6ommene9viiiA of ^le waf inlk ffit^m^ 
]» 1796^ At presfiit th^ irauraticite titer iml» M 
partial policies of at li i fafl Bwre di^knb iiiif>ortttm> wfeMi 
ppart«mliir capitalists iMtuse on pbrtieular ve^dsr; Ihe 

fl^raratefy iM cAi^of dlifAtH TMv l»«flto is,^ <M M 
K^kofo/ mre advtt4tgim|s' tH^im dM MtiMislitiMlKf <ff 
i^Mflton of it^ufdnee; TIfer <tt<fi^9ff ^f«Mi01l!» «l 
GffKz; ftr tte g^xlij^ o# M«ii(^' il froili^ ^(» d^d tl 
Mf »^ Aaw pw cmtt kt ^tmegr^P jcidajce/flrtd iftOHfe^ 
ing to tbpsidamilv 

JUaipratpst Tra^^ of fhe Spatd^ firovMMfff ■ 

The doBfemercr v/faieK the- pKotJueeir df Ssvtetso^ 
fiofvy oiv w^h t6e otber Spai^bii pBtB&Micmi is" c^ v«^ 
)iide importsmae. Prom B^spo^n^ M H»^fffi^^ <l^ 
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Ae UmA of Cuba^ tiiey €mf mem uHUM^^Mt; 
which they call tosiM; it is prepared at Bacci^Tona^ 
ndipre it costs a little more diand5 firancs Aeqttiiitaly 
^ndselk tt.HavaiiHi at 60 and 70 frmcs. Returns 
are msn^e ip sag^r^ wax andsthrer; from Mai^calbor 
diey send cacao» &c. ; from Coro^ tanned sb^p-duM 
and cheese of the country 1 from PortOf€avello« mvAtSj, 
when they do not expect to make more of 0iem a| 
Jamaica; from Ouayra^ cacao and sann^rHb^ Sec, 
Neidier Cumana, Margafettm nor Guiana lu^e any 
commercial reli^ons widi die ishmd of Cuba. :AW 
that Aese provinces send to Porto-Rico, or recme 
thence^ is transpdrted by a small schooner, wlddi 
passes eadi mondi from Porfo^Rico to Ouayta, to' 
conrey the letters whidi the SpaniA packet leaves at. 
Porto;*Bico^ in passing to Havanna« All dus^trade. 
tc^gfdier widi that carried on widi Cuba, amounti 
Mnually to a hundred dio»and dollars. 

Some time since Guayrn had commercial ivter^ 
cou0e with Vem Cruxj vAicb was highly advanfeH 
g<iou» tQ Terra-Finna. It had formed diere a new 
market for its cacao^ ndiidi-contrtbuted not m litde to 
austun Aip price of diis produce. )n 1763> tt esqported 
to Vera Cni9 dxteen dimisand eight hundred^ and 
fQiir iiuintab* This^ expt^rtadcn has continued daring 
several yitars; but at present is almost extinct. 

Maracajpbo cmriedon a greater trade diere than al} 
d^e rest of TerrarFiama ; the (nurgoes were composed 
of Cacao, balsam of Cqiahu, &c, and bioug^ back^ 
in return glassrware aw4e at Mexico, beads for rosab 
fi^ sacks for b$4inf^ India stuffi^ which'arrive there 
l^y Ac^pill?Oi tnd? IP^mw^t Ingold or ailver, IWs 
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fcfaiM^ Qf commerce however^ was so Ihudi th^ mwt* 
i^9^pcttanl for V€ne^uela> inasmudi as 4t aloite fur*'' 
m^ed all 4ke silver in eircubtidn there t and if a 
ha^y event had not replaced it the provinces of 
C«raccas wohM have been condemned to a scarcit)^' 
of money^ vrhidi would have subjected them to all 
Ae-£s;^tn)us effects of poverty. At tfie epoch when' 
tiie nav]gati<» from TernnFirma to Ven Cr&z relaxed' 
to such a degree » to cpeate apfMreKemions tiiat k* 
wxMiU absolutely ce»e^ the king by hks order of the 
ht of September, 1793, permitted that the national 
ves^ which went from Spain to Vera tiruz,. migfht 
t^u^bi pn dieir return, at Caraccas; that is to say, in' 
Ibe pQ^ cE^Mmdent thereon; widi the privilege of 
cajrrying thstl^r icom Vera Cruz, flour and other arti- 
er,, and employing their proceeds in cacao, indigo, 
&c. widiiput: being subjected to cf^kcr duties thao 
tiiose paid in the coasting trade. The silver carried 
to Vera Ohnfbt the purchase of its produce was de« 
clar«4> by the ssmie order, exempt from duties, Shn« 
pie as this measure may seem, it dMs not hi\ to faV 
vmir the nati<mal commwce, atid to enKv^ Terra* 
Fjim%-^-^the national colilmerce, because the vessek 
i^di go from Spain to Vera Gm% find a rdsidy 
nuHrket Acte for their caagoed, and at higher prices 
tban can be procured at other SpanMi p<Nrts iti the 
n0%hbouriiobd of sdrange possessions; but the di!^* 
tion \fhkh local mdusCry has taken there, not per- 
inittifig payment to be made for the greater part of 
articlesiof importation, except in monej^, they would 
bfive been obliged to carry off the produce of their 
caq^bes in specie>Md to forego "di^ profits of a return. 
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^ €bi0 ftari9 «S V^n^wl^ not beeo: ^Jioned ^' 
them-^Tfpr^FmM^i because Vcfi^ Cmz net ]»vkigp 
any t^og tq eflfer M bui fleun^ im wludi iheife iMie 

wU^ch le^va ; Veia Cfuz» qw ooly carry dolkwi (6 
Torr^I^^ma foi^ ifa^ pFodwe which |diey ga ^ put? 
obasa^ ,Sy this Aeans ^ ptoviara» i^cecve fiun^ 
whidi wQiiM/retider itBSfieM v^ry ^t^MA^^ iC tiie 
o6irtii*b3o4^ tnidk> of vl^cb.wesh^l iq^eak. a« a«aa as 
patiB3>lQ, did nit tmiai.it to d)s«|>pKM ^ die urate 
time thetf it^enjMre4^ It may be said ifiiAk cmmty^ 
that there ajn^iye 6ach yea^ in the p^icts of Yeneizu^ 
by this wayj ^ lefust two hwadared thousismd do)kira» 
Without the cimutolian be»g rendi^ed mofe aetiv0 
thereby. 

U «» esla»|rted th&f . the maa^^ of tiie ouneot nioHey 
in the proyinoo of Gaaraeca^ i^ not moire thiin tbnso 
nullioits pf* dpUwL of w^h the £Mirth is^ in smatt 
cHpptd ediji, wWcb they eaM tnueouquinicu }t6 forai| 
which wo^d^debar it the honour of a coiii^ and aba 
i^ weight i^e^iiis it i^ 4^ eouniry^ because i<t cannot 
be takm% .aw^y. witfeiDUt sttikifig a third of its ^Fahie. 
A bag; of ^^s,irtott«^, wWch re^presenta Ae vakie of 
01^ Ih^lisattd ^oHnm, dofts odt actually weigh m&te 
^m seii^n httod^ ; but aa it has a cmrency which 
Dobody disputes^ the e^diange far dollars is msidff 
fviA great facility,^ and witiumt premium.^ 
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Censidrnng . die &;r9lrm geKeraHy^ ^Jdopted \pf 
Itiodier covj^ries^ .and "p^efwuiMAY i^ 

ingottfoiis, we cin.nales(ft tban odmii^ tb# G<Mdt»cen^ 
jiion of this government^ whiph peMlitdtte ih^M«inl9! 
of its Aim£ficaitpo9MdBiaika to tcad0 dkectfy v^h &- 
reign cploaies.' ic is ineKorable apinstt^ aKbiitaiicHI 
of »iy sirangtt fltg into itsf perU; but it aSows ^ 
fmoi to extend ks relations moM extc^sYvely than an^ 
£^faer country tuu» erer permitted to %t» cotom^is^ ^ 

It has been ;b general rule among tiism to fbi4»id 
dieir foreign jposi^ssions to import apy artidegh 6f 
leonsaitiption/exirept from themselves, and to d^pos^ 
their produce in any other ch^met dian that of tb6 
Datkmal trade. If any one <^ Atem ha» at all modified 
^ns \mf and permitted its €ol5nieis> a^^ France had 
^km% hers, to import m exsteinge any alleles vrhkh 
jcould not be furnished directly frcnn the mothe)r 
country, for wood^ salt provisions, or cattle, &c. it; 
has not allowed them to send their produce to any 
ptber destination tbao \\& wns^ 

Jh^ decree of the SOdi pf Augu^ }7S4^ exppessly 
forbid any payment to be m^de for aucb things ar. are 
permitted to be imported from foi^ign maurkets^ except 
insyinipsb taffia, and commodities bco<i^tfft>mFnaioef 
Spaia alone grants to i|s colonies the power of csny* 
ing sdl their ppodttCtionfli^ excepting, cacaoy to-fbrmgn 
markets. AU that it has done to fewur the national 
^rade has been^to restmin^theimpoitation of pianlatioil 
Ut^Hs, of Belwt negroes, o^ of gold anAsilver,^ in 
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ptyment or exdwige* No vomI can tarty vtf. 
otber articles thm th«se t<> foi^ign cx^mec^ uide^ 
it b«ve oUainffi tixpreaa pennmoQ. firctfa Ae: Wr 
lettdaM beAwe ite ikqpartiunti iirlfich Ja.afiGcoRted^vttk 
^yft^4^ ZncattoftbedigfaleatviQlatitQ, Ae^tmt 
6eVc»go> andall. ase coiiSicat«4 aodtht pfBjdty 
of ^ laWs eoforoocL 

|tiafiiamfoitatfu9tagM» tluit dio J^raat fiaifeAoA 
fif V cayortatftOB oug^ to have m^ vkw tbe adniice^ 
aeiHi of cpl^vatijc^ and (dui ym wi$lK)|it .^tilHii ^A^, 
end originaUjr pn^poied bgr ibift J«^pM|Ma|p; twft. tlie 
event hag not realiaedhk aipecladonar for it Mf^fttm^ 
thatduring the last year, Xl'^^) ^>^Mi tn4« |^ 
aerv^ the equiUbiiiiBi which it sheuld ws&»^^ m 
pxne of pe9»:e» that all the produce vUch went tn £>» 
feign colonies did not amount to 15Op0QU dolh^. 

But the muk^ ow^Vk, andludei» Arew c(ms|deia))|e ; 
iU0i$ into the iqasa pf ^xportatiom^ bec^pse t^me ar^j 
the articles of whkH the fo^^ cc^onici^ fai;^ in-\^an|f 
^f)A in ivhiph T^yrra Firma abouqd^, 

Trade in AnimaUr 

The native temper of the Spaniard is more iif<» 
efinedto the pastoral life, which leaves ^r«[atintert«ils^ 
of- repose^ than to the agricultuiPal> Whkh'demaii&^^ 
CMitnual activit)^ induces him to ptefer thfc drid" 
jribw8r^theQron<*o, which he covers with hliliercfe, 
jto die fertile ^^ejr&.of Venezuela, which he might 
enrich wilh;^mfli^ valuable productions. From th^ 
viUage of fto, in d^epi^inceof Cunmna, to Me^rida] 
iliat. is to say, ftr an extent of more dian onelitmdr^d - 
«od iifty levies ea>st «nd west^ and a l^e^dth^#^^ ' 
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: ast rmy i^iere imxA^ates :(trtideindosmtt 

am SUM, widi iwri«s» omn> «ikl knaatr Jteiy ]p^^ 
ti*it^<>£C!i<lttad>> tew AaiekiaAiof poiHiiritjiri lU a 
#i««Kr of figli^ tdn^ Md tw^e:da^ 
Aetoiw whore 4he]rMMe; and Ae pfomecs^C^: 
]»l»Q6o» St, SdMfitkn de los Beye% <3oai»nu Tnmflio, 
\^MMlfe^ 8i» €ados» St Plalipf>e, Barqttnimeto^ Ca^ 
K)r8^ "3l^c* iMve BC)r^l]r a»7 Qtheis. The r^vtoncs^ 
in^idttetti by these indware^ are dow and pnecanoma. 
IHar imWidatfeM ipA droiig^ ckx:asi<m 'kaaea tvhidi^ 
Q^Mn 4feftoy the:i^^ hopes of the owners. The 
Hm^ ale no^'pfoper for work until five years of age. 
She feAi^^afe {mfeMible to the m^es. It is known 
that Aey suaiain $it^;ue better^ and that they sooper 
aocaiatoai ^^kb^nsb id ne^ pasturage. Thew hi a 
greitfw demand for them inr the pro>4nces of Carac-- 
casj heeatiiSie eiJery tfdng is there transported on die 
hsiobr of nudes. No river, excepting the Qronoko 
for Gttiaim> candes die produce to the ports <^ em- 
.lurkatton. The mi^ are also the only saddle ani** 
mds used by the Spaniards of Terra Firma who inha- 
bit the moimtainsi or who are obliged to traTene 
Aem. They find them move steady than horsesf» at 
die same tune that they are easier to maintain, andr 
tfUH^h niOTe patient of hunger sum! tbirstf 

la afi the kitands^ both windward^dleeward/mule^! 
a«e indispensable^ m wdl for carnages, as for sagar 
miXk, and can only be supplied from Terra Firma.^r^ 
Trii^dad laDeiifes thbm by my of Ouanqfnche; To^^ 
h$^ by CSrengd^* Baibadoes, St. Vincent, St. Lucia/ 
f^f«ti^w^) ^ua^QOpe, by Guiana, Cnmana^ an4 
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Bifceitea; Tort(hJMc6, bjr St H^toiago^ md Gi^; 

biiritedval^^CorQ £9r Ikd two hsft^idt^ 
.*. Xhe port of Qoajhaiis- hi a naiincr rfmi ttf fWi 
oammtnie bf Ac <tifficidt]r idudi dksf naghM^ 
Us MA ofpffoies lb the emfaaiiutmi.of ndaiadafr * 

jiK^e bow mvch thej utet afioimftaf Tefta^teSct. 
k ii* OT^ated, thai die atnniud produce ur mximm 
thfMfMnk^ of whick gix tfHRisaad are emplajrM in 4ie 
QMiilry> and tbe residue goto fDi)^§n cdumm. 1^ 
ynitking mabs^ cadled mxca, costdtxmLg to bl»t Uttf^ 
tweQfyrfWe dotiatis at thi^ pert . They itere dbtrtlWt 
far ^rfech cnr fifteen doQathr dn the spdii iditM 
A^ weve i*ai8e4 but no pviukn€ s^ecitbtor redeim^ 
tjieiji vit hi^ pw» jriflk till ^ mmtoit df cnlMdc^ 
atiott. . ^ 

If the kte war^ frov 1798 jbtr 1801^ hedbeeulp«is^> 
pet vrstf fcft Tecnr^Pitwm, ^im .pride of iptde^ vrakil# 
have riaen ott d»r retim; ixf peaeO^ hat^ bya fttigu** 
koity which I musrt be itecaed 4»mi M^laipn^ Vtui 
Gommerce of Ternt>^Firma hor ^dkurtfq^ sbse dnt 
p«sod> y^en, in the on&fnrjr f^oima of things, it$ 
/sisDuid ha^e become xaofe active. Xhite tii^' prioe i>6 
lliuks diBiiaisheii ins^^Nd of iaei^aiiiiig. * ^ i r 

On the suppofiitioiv tbat tiie {ikike' ^ ta^^htA 
hem kiBpt wp at twem^^-fi^vdollals, A«'te» tfib«idiiid 
atimntlty es:ported \^KmhianlUHmtto^96r,609^ddIai^^ 
The {ffa^tTecewfahytj^eSpBO^^ tstkcu^iMt^ 

^ tie hxi'mt T2ie, andKwithr^ Mstfc^iom6fib»^mi^U^ 
iidueh.peidshed at se^ zmolMkU tfid,OOC| ^aak^ 
in the whole 400,0(Xrdol!^, or 3;0(»X)0(>#^ ** 
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^ TSm 1^1 ifi9tea4<>f sdltng tbdm o^tbt^i, ihk 
pptPWdbiAip Him mvie^ on tiietr own accoimt whidl 
fi^tf in #1^ K;<J0iiiQfl fi^r 8&0 w^QOftincs, (60 or 60 
i0lhm) ft ibllpyrs, admiMiDg a loss of one tenth in 
tmi$9«E^lsiti«xi> and putiiog tbem 1M the lowest pric^ 
9f 250frwa;, thai tb^y prQdu<}0 tfte sum of^^OO^OOO 
£mn£:9> or WfKQOO ioi^, i«|ikb 'En^FiriBa ougbt 
afip^tUy to WJCeive in plmt^iop ut^nffllf^ new nfir 
gm^ or money. , r 

Hie pjp0C2mtiQns ad^tied by the enstoi^ to obtwi 
tocur^tf rettunis of the {Mrpduce of the mu}0$ sokl to 
ihe 9p)pnie^ ^iibject tiie $pecu)atoi« to «ome tfo\jlt>l^ 
fK^aie fprajilities ; but craft enable them ^ ^Ipdle » 
great part of them, while f^vonriiji^ ^^.com^pl^n 
^Mk them to eyade the rest. It appeajs^from the last 
e^ioat^ that two thirds of the v^lne of the mu]^ 9M 
laid put in dry goods, which ape smuggled to the 
comifient 

The number of cattle, which was formcjrly so conr 
aidei^able as to be sufiieient for local consumption, 
and for tfaa^ of all the Antilles, is ^t present so much 
reduced that it scarcely supplies the country. The 
waint of exportation, and the defective regulation of 
ihe buldieries, occasioned horned cattle to sinJlE in 
pike b3rinsen&ifole degrees after 1799; andthelttdes 
acquiafing mt increase from die same peariod, the aoi^ 
mk became only vah|able for their skins and tallowi 
Homed cattle were estimated at ten ftai^B upon tfa« 
iq>ot, and it was often necessary to take them to the 
city, where fifteen francs were obtained ; biit thfe eV 
y^i«^ ^ pth^ jnci4ea|.ts of Qondacting thi^ ro- 
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4AjDed ike |»dce-4o five. The hides were v^u^oif 
Ae i^t al five or six francs, and w^« soU i» wootk 
m collected. The proprietor, thm assailed by ^ffmi 
in the mkbt of bis mimatiiis lierds, resorted to thei 
only expedient left him. Since the hides alone had 
valuej whidi %yas moderate indeed, but certain^ he 
^vaa compelled t9 kill and skMi die cattle to sell the 
ludes and tallow. This office of destroying was en-> 
trusted to men mounted on horses, and armed wiA 
qpewB. Bulls, oxen, cows, heifers, all they could 
itod). Ml beneadi die murderous steel The rest 
were put to JBig^t and plunged into the impietletrable 
€:nrest8, where terror retained great numbers of them. 
This procedure ceased widi the nece>»ity that occa^ 
aioiied it. The proprietor endeavoured to repair the 
rav^es produced by despair; but the injuricHis ex^ 
ample fumifdied numerous l»igands with the klea of 
making a trade of destroying cattle, for the sak^ of 
their hides. Tlie plains were jMwenriy infested hf 
these men who live only on the misfortimes of so^ 
ciety. Cattle were found on all sides, Gripped of 
their hides, and abandoned to die voracity of birds of 
prey. The proprietors invoked the authority of the 
laws, the protection of government, and the »si8ta»ce> 
of the public force. Their cmnplafntB were hend,^ 
decrees were issued, and orders given:; but ihe^ 
£ulure of execution assjured impunity to thcf olRnidcrr 
and increased their number. 

Prohibition to export produce to foreign colonies. ^^ 

I %yas about to pass to another article, whSfeft 1 4eanll- 
that by a decree of the intertdarit, D. Juan Vicente d*. 
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Atci, cteted May 13th, 1803, the exportation fraitt 
Tena-Firma ta foreign polonies was restricted to mules 
alcme. As I saw nothing in this meagre biit a ho* 
mage rendered to the principles of every mother 
eouhtry, and only a trifling injury to the commercia! 
transactions of Terra-^Firma, it at first appeared to m6 
that no injury would result: public clamour has con- 
vinced me of the contrary. The duties, expences of 
trsmsportation, &c. Being the same for good as for 
bad coffee; Ae commerce with Spain coifdumed the 
first qu^ity mily. Those of xnfieribr quafifies found 
a sale in the foreign cc^nies. This prohibition pre-" 
vented the sale of Ae greater part of ihexoffee <nil- 
tivated in Terra-Firma; bec^mse most of the inhabi- 
tants, not having Ae requisite utensils and conve- 
niences for perfecting the preparation of the article^ 
ckmfiiied their attention to the mferior quality, beinj^ 
oertainl of obtaining a price proportioned to the care 
hestdwed on it Spain did not consinne a sixth of 
the coffee produced by the colonies. It became ne- 
cessary that the other five-sixths should be exported 
to other markets, where it is impossible that coffS^ 
puxdiiased at. tiie price of Terra-Firma, chju'ged with 
Allies, fmght, and commissions, could sustain a com^ 
petition wiA that of other colonial powers, brought 
^^irectiy to Ae max^bfts of Europe. It miist happen, 
tkerdfore, either that Ae commerce of Ae Spanbh 
speculator should be ruined, or Aat he should obtatnc 
coffee at Terra-Firma thirty or forty per cent under, 
^e price for vAich it was* sold in foreign colonies. 
"S^ abatement of value produced also Ae mm of Ae 
plantfo; to whom no oAer resource remained but that 
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of jrienounciag this qp^ciesi of culture. This resuli wal 
pn>babl)r 4^ire4 by the gOTecnmeot^ particularly^ if 
the pri(s{erG»ce ishould in consequence b^ giv^ toi 
cacao. But for a change of thi9 natunei^ a^ays trou^ 
blesome and expensive^ resolution an^ expedients wre 
jrequi^kci which few Spaniards possess. It is g^reatly 
to he apprdbended ibu tl^se diseouragemcai^ may 
destroy the slight attachment of the pJanter to a^ir 
culture;^ and induce him to prefer repose to new en^ 
i^iprises^ and to laboui^ of a novel kind, th€f suctesii 
pf which is always diow and uncertain* 

The produce of hides must suflfer stiiU more froni 
Ae restiiction of commerce with foreign colonies. 
Spain receives m<M'e than it can consume frtm Monte- 
Video and Buenos^Ayres^ which furnish nmch hand*- 
somer and cheaper hides. Spain has never had re- 
roiuse to Tenra-Firma for hides, except in those short 
and rare intervals when the navigation to Buenos^ 
Ayres experienced extraordinary delays, w wheniwai^ 
jendered it impossible. In 1796, forty^<Mv^ra vessd^ 
dispatched to Spain, contained only fifteen huiftdred 
ami thirty-one hides — the Surplus of forty thousand 
furnished by the provinces. If, tiierefore/* At proK 
hibition continues, this branch of revenue will belofit 
40 th^^country, without the commerce of ithe mother 
country deriviiig t^ sjp^Ile^t advaat^e. The kin|^ 
loses the amo^mt of duties, agnd Aefe is leas mfmif 
in circulation by more th^n 60,000 dollars per immm^ 
But a remedy is already provided for the evil, by toiK 
stituting particular permissions to expwt produce, 
in liei^, of . j^. g^pei'^, privilege whkh to hr«D 
abolishpd. . . > _ : 
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' Tempo far}/ opening of the Ports to Poretgfi^r^ 

The tejftreme rigour of the prohibitory laws> subject* 
like all the other measures of man, to the controuling 
influence of circumstances, was compelled to yield to 
the urgent necessities which the absence of national 
commerce had brought upon the -provinces of Carac- 
cas, diiring the last war of the eighteenth century. — 
The seas were so covered with English cruizers, . that 
no Spanish vessels could depajt from their ports with^. 
out the certainty of being taken : all trade with Ame- 
rica ceased in consequence. The provinces of Ca- 
raccas were absolutely deprived of every channel for 
the exportation of their produce, since the same cause" 
which cut off all communication with Spain, rendered 
it also dangerous for those few of the neighbouring 
colonies Which continued friendly or neutral to resort 
to their market If it escaped entire destruction, it 
was only to support a state of languor nearly equi- 
valent. 

At another time these considerations would not 
have sufficed to awaken the solicitude of the Spanish 
government; but by the happy reform which I have 
already announced, reason replaced prejudice, and the 
boldness of reform was proportioned to tlie \veight 
of the evil. Instead of losing time in useless delibe-^ 
rations, and gf waiting till the injurious state of affairs 
should grow still worse, the king yielded to the fij^t 
representations. On the 18th. of November, 1797, 
permissioh, for the first time, was given to neutral 
vessels, whether ^nt from Spanish or foreign ports, 
to trade with Spanish Amewa. It was provided that 
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the articles introduced should not be of the class pro- 
hibited; and they were to be subject to the duties 
presOTbed in the regulation of 1778, in the same 
manner as if the adventures sailed from the mother 
country, and returned to some port of Spain. 

By this measure, the Spani^ nation, it is tru^ lost 
the advamages of navigation, and became tributary to 
foreigners for the amount of freight and profits ; but. 
the treasury saved its duties, and the colonist his pro- 
duce. 

Revocation of this Measure, 

In the mean time, the merchants of Spain, more 
attached to their own interests than to those of the na- 
tion, presented remonstrances to the king, equally 
earnest and bitter with those made by the French 
merchants against the decree of August 30lh,, 18G4. 
Their complaints were not (tisregarded, for on the 
13th of February, 1800, the king revoked in all its 
parts, not only the order of November 18th, 1797, 
but also every other permission, general or particular,, 
granted by his own order, or by the governors, vice-. 
roys, and intendants of America. 

The packet which carried out this fatal order, ar- 
rived at Guayra, ^cnd it was published in the 
month of April following; but fortunately for Wsh 
Vahna, the same vessel was captured lyy the JBngfisfa, 
in its passage from the coast of TerraHFirma to the 
island of Cuba; and in conietjuencetof this Jiicfcy ac- 
cident, foreign commerce was not::ti^t»eihiterrupted. 

The prosperity Which reMltl^d has frequently ex- 
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cited a regret at Terra-Firma, that the vessel had ndl 
been c^tured .immediately on her departure from 
Spain. 

The numerous promises which the Spanish mer- 
chants made to government, in or^er to regain the 
exclusive commerce with America, produced no other 
effect than adventures which increased the weakh of 
the enemy, and occasioned bankruptcies, which sus* 
pended all commercial relations with the colonies. 
Scarcely one vessel in six sent from Spain to the 
West-Indies, ever returned. 

Even the dispatches of government were unable to 
penetrate through the English cruizers, which were 
every where to be encountered: During the whole 
of 1801, only a single packet from Europe reached 
Che Havanna; where they used regularly to arrive 
once a month. 

Inactivity cf the Spanish Navy in the Antilles. 

This misfortune must be ascribed to the inaction 
<^ the Spanish marine. 

Upon flie declaration of war by France against 
Spain, naval forces were dispatched to tlie gulf of 
Mexico, A squackon was sent in 1793. It proceeded 
directly to Porto-Cavello, where it continued a suf- 
ficient time to lose a considerable number of men, by 
the pestilential miasmas. - After a stay of six months, 
it crossed ?s rapidly as possible from Porto-Cavello to 
Fcwt Dauphin, where a part remained; the rest went 
to Havanna. In the commencement of 1796, the 
whole squadron, composed of seven ships of the line 
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and ten frigates, collected at Havanna, where, not- 
withstanding the rupture with England, it waited as 
patiently for peace as if it had been a stranger *to the 
war. During this time, it was very possible for this 
force to have disputed the dominion of the sea, since 
there had not been, during the war, more than six 
English vessels in the gulf of Mexico, as well for the 
defence of Jamaica, as to protect the commerce at 
sea. 

Three or four times a year, convoys, composed of 
all the- commercial vessels of the English islands, 
taking Jamaica for a rendezvoiLS departed at stated 
periods for Europe, escorted by a single ship of war and 
one frigate. They coasted the inland of Cuba, and 
sailed through the strait, without meeting any more 
obstruction from the Spanish squadron, sleeping at 
Havanna, than if it had been a picture. This squa- 
dron, which could have made a diversion in the West- 
Indies so advantageous to the common cause of France 
and Spain, not only left the commerce of the English 
free, but even abandoned by its supineness that of 
the allies. All the French and Spanish ports were 
successively blockaded, each by a single English fri- 
gate, while brigs and schooners cruized singly and 
captured all the vesseb sent from France and Spain 
to their possessions. 

A justification may be attempted for this inactivity 
cf the squadron, from damages sustained in the hur- 
ried passages from Spain to Porto-Cavello, from Por- 
to-Cavello to fort Dauphin, and from fort Dauphin to 
Havanna; and also from the diminution of the crews. 
V::m then the boasted arsenal of Havanna emptied by 
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enchantment? Was it al^o impossible to obtain from 
seven ships of the line and seventeen frigates, a suf«> 
ficieht supply of rigging and sailors to equip seven 
or eight square vessels? — a number which would have 
been more than sufficient to sweep the seas, and pre- 
serve their dominion ! 

I wave all reflections on this point. Criticism is 
not my province. I have promised fapts; and I state 
them as they appeared to me upon the spot. It ap- 
pertains, however, to my narrative, to add, that the 
vessels of this squadron were found decayed and not 
in a state to keep the sea, when at the peace of 1801, 
an order was sent to the Havanna for their return to 
Spain. 

The Ports again opened to Foreigner^. 

On turning our attention to the provinces of Ca- 
raccas, we find that the cesfsation of neutral, and the 
absence of Spanish commerce, presented a despond- 
ing perspective, which no expedient sanctioned by 
, law could alter. No resource remained bUt iii smug- 
gling; and this abuse was carried to a great extreme. 

Before the particulars are noticed, it is proper to 
state, that the government of Caraccas, with a view 
to diminish the relations established with the enemy, 
opened again the ports of Venezuela to neutrtl nations, 
without even unposing on them the obligation of 
making returns tasome port of the mother country, 
as directed by the royal order of the 18th of Novem- 
ber, 1737. The decree, dated thegOth of May, 1801, 
and signed by the captain-general of Caraccas, limited 
this permission to the remainder of that year, or to 
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the fcfiwrn of pence, if that event should sootief 
take place. In fact, the news of preliminaries of peace 
having been signed arriving at Caraccas on the 7th of 
December, in the same year, all neutral vessels in 
the port of Guayra, were immediately ordered to 
depart within a month, and the port wa£s ^hut agaiin^f 
^ose which came after that period. 

Ift the short space of six months, during which 
tfii^ perralissioti eofttinued, the Americans from the 
United St^^es proceeded in crowds to Guayra, de- 
ceived by a fake idea, generally entertained with re- 
spect to the Spanish possessions. They belieted that 
'money abounded in these prbvihces, that merchan- 
dise was estimated at an exorbitant price, and that 
the warehouses were crowded with produce without 
purchai^ers. They found every thing the reverse of 
their expectations. Their cargoes were slowly sold 
and at a loss. Their export freights were incomplete, 
and purchased at prices which allowed such mode- 
rate profits, as were incompetent to cover tlie ex- 
pences of the voyage. Part of these disappointments 
were occasioned, it is true, by the commerce between 
the Spaniards and English, which still continued, , 
arid of which I am now to speak. 

Commerce with Enemies. 

Were the English so ridiculous as to ascribe the 
treaty of Basle to the misfortunes of Spain, and not 
to itft good faith, no longer deceived ? Have they be- 
lieved the alliance with Frailce to result from topo- 
graphical affinity, and riot from inclination? Or^ 
while sustaining a Wbr which cotisidirably increased 
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tfte activity of their manufactures and proportionally 
extended their commerce, did the English imagine 
that they could make war on the government of 
Spain, and at the same time form with individuals 
connections of friendship and interest, which are 
without example? W^re they encouraged by the 
hope of experiencing no obstacles on tlie part of the 
dependant governments ? These considerations, true 
or false, possible or not, must remain unascertained 
till English policy shall find an interest in their pub* 
lication. Some facts have defied concealment. Du- 
ring the war which terminated in the year 10, ( 1803) 
of the French republic, the Spaniards of America 
|iad not only the privilege of frequenting English 
ports, but each vessel had also a safe-conduct or pass** 
port from the English admirals, by means of which 
they were respected, protected, and even escorted by 
English cruisers. The safe-conduct answered only 
for one voyage; but was renewed without difficulty: 
at first it was obtained for the sum of eighteen dol* 
lars, but the price augmented in proportion to the 
demand. No other formality was required than the 
exhibition of this passport on entering an English 
harbour, and to all armed vessels of that nation met 
at sea. The Spanish flag alone received this protecr 
tion. No such secret understandings were attached 
to the tri-coloured flag. Every Fren<^h vessel was a 
good prize for the English; but every Spanish vessd 
was not. 

Whatever may have occasioned this singular conr 
duct on the part of the English, it is certain that they 
acquired by it the excl.usive commerce of Spasish 
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America, %vhich they enjoy with so ^luch the greater 
. security, as the Spaniards themselves carried their 
cash and their produce to the English ports, and pur- 
chased there the merchandise of Europe. Jamaioi 
wa» the emporium of Cuba, Guatimala, and, of course, 
Mexico; of Carthagena, Santa Martha, and Rio-de^ 
la^Hachc, for the kingdom of Santa Fe and the pos- 
i^es^ons of the South Sea; of Maracaibo and Porto- 
Cavello, for the province of Venezuela. Curasao 
was also the market of the two latter ports. — ^Trini- 
dad had commercial intercourse with Margaretta, 
Ciimana, and Guiana. There have been counted in 
the road of Kingston, eighty Spanish vessels, all un- 
der their proper flag; in that of Cunwjao sixty, and 
at Trinidad more than forty. This commerce em- 
ployed above four hundred vessels, which cleared out 
in Spanish ports for some French or neutral colony, 
whither they never went. On their return they present- 
ed French papers, the falsehood of which, though 
evident, was never eidier punished or investigated, 

Porto-Cavello alone employed in this commerce 
oM hundred vessels, which exported in 1801, as 



appears by the register of the customs: 
Indigo, 51104/6. at 9r. 
Cotton, 180999- 18 
Cacao, 37700 13 


57493 
3257S3 
332400 


Hides, 592^7 


1 


59247 


Coffee, 3069 


10 


30690 


Copper, 170 
Horses, 435 


15 

^0 


2550 
8700 


Mules, 4311 


25 


107775 


In other articles. 


Dollars 


80000 




1004636 
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. The indulgence o^ the custom-liou^e officers to die 
pretended destinatiol of vessels, was extended also 
to the cargoes/ a considerable portioa of which they 
allowed to pa^ without distinction^ and iyithotit du- 
ties, From my own observation, and .the testimony 
of peisons, whom I hav^e no reason to suspect of ex- 
aggeration, I estimate the value of this favouritism 
at a third of each cargo. This sum being added to 
the above enumeration, enhances the amount to about 
1,300,000 dollara. 

These exports arc stiU fat from exhibiting the ex- 
tent of this clandestine commerce: the cash that ac- 
companied these cargoes, and the credits obtained by 
the Spanish merchants being included, the importa- 
tion of dry goods exceeded by more than one half 
the value of exported produce. 

During this same year of 1801, the Spaniards had 
no neutral or friendly colony, to which they could 
legally resort, except Guadaloupe. The Dutch, Da- 
nish, and Swedish possessions, were occupied by the 
English, St. Domingo had been declared in a state 
of revolt by the government of Caraccas, and all in- 
tercourse prohibited. It became therefore necessary 
that all vessels going to Jamaica, Cura<^, or Trinir 
dad should clear put for Guadaloupe. Hence the 
custom-house registers at Porto-CavellO| exhibiteid 
the marks of an active and important commerce 
between that colony and Terra-Firma; while the 
customs of Guadaloupe made no mention of any 
arrival from Porto-Cavello. 

Habit had rendered this commerce so natural, tliat 
the d^tination of vessels for Jamjuca and Curasao, 
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or their arrival from those places, was openly men- 
tioned. The books of the customs alone declared 
that all this rnterconrse subsisted with Guadaloupe. — 
The merchant and the planter, the public officer and 
the plebeian, were indiscriminately engaged on these 
expeditions, with the same security as if in full 
peace with England. 

The English merchants, confiding in the punctu- 
ality of the Spaniards with regard to these engage- 
ments, formed immense credits, so that the produce 
and cash which came from Terra-Firma, were not 
sufficient to purchase the merchandise accumulated 
in the English stores. This commerce acquired from 
these facilities an astonishing extent and activity. 

Did the Spanish government believe itself incom- 
petent to destroy and punish this criminal abuse; or 
did it tolerate these to avoid greater evils? The ques- 
tion remains undecided. The fact is, that thefse 
connections of the Spanish Americans with the ene- 
my ceased only with the war. It was not until after 
the return of peace, and by virtue of an order from 
the king, that a judicial inquiry was instituted con- 
cerning those who had taken part in that commerce. 

Contraband Trade. 

There was not a Spanish possession in America 
where smuggling was not practised. The mer- 
chandise from the mother country arrived so over- 
charged with duties and expences, and the colonies 
of other nations could furnish the same articles at 
:6uch inferior prices, that a profit remained to the 
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contraband trader which induced him to defy the fis- 
cal laws and all their agents. In no part of America 
was the contraband traffic mote actirely carried on 
tharn in Terra-Firma. 

Contraband Trade with Jamaica, 

St. Domingo, in the time of its prosperity, was the 
emporium of Havanna, Vera-Cruz, Guatimala, Cartha- 
gena, and Venezuela. Not a week passed without the 
arrival of four or five small vessels at Cape Town or 
Port-au-Prince, each with 20 or 25,000 dollars, in 
cash, to purchase European merchandise. Articles 
from France were bought by the Spaniards in pre- 
ference to those of other nations. Their quality and 
price obtained a preference which banished every 
idea of resorting to Jamaica for supplies; notwith- 
standing the greater proxiipity of some places which 
I shall notice. It was after the disastrous events of 
St. Domingo, that Jamaica became the general. maga- 
zine of the Spaniards from the gulph of Mexico. — 
It must be asserted to the credit of the English mer-^ 
chants and the British government, that they em- 
ployed means to support this lucrative branch of 
Commerce, which have never occurred to the French 
merchants. The latter relied on the goodness and 
cheapness of their merchandise; waited patiently for 
the Spaniard, Sold to him for cash, and left to him all 
the risk of introducing the articles into his own 
Country. The English, on the contrary, allow the 
Spaniards a credit, and often carry the merchandise 
to them, or escort their vessel^. Thb last manoeuvre 
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has beenobservcd sinc^ the peace of 1801 • Spanish 
cruisers have, since the c6nchisionf of the war,, re- 
sumed their functions as guardU'-costas; the English, 
on the other hand, established armed vessels on the 
' Same coasts to drive away the Spanish cruisers, and 
protect th^ contraband traders. " This protection was 
so activ^, that about the middle of 1803, the Spanish 
vessels employed to vfdtch the smugglers did not 
dare to leave the harbours, or> when they left them, 
took particular care not to Tceep too near shore. 

Contraband Trade with Curasao, 

The island of Curasao, situate about 12 degrees 
north latitude, and 73 west longitude from the meri- 
dian of Paris, owes its importance and its commerce 
to its vicinity to Terra-Firma, and, as has been ob- 
served in the beginning of this chapter, Terra-Firma 
is in return indebted to Curagao for its first attentions 
to agriculture. 

The Dutch are careful to keep this market always 
well supplied with merchandise suited to the wants 
of the Spaniards, and the sale is very considerable. 
The ports from which vessels leave Terra-Firma for 
Curasao, are Coro, Porto-Cavello, and Guayra: the 
cargoes consist of hides, indigo, coffee and sligar, but 
are rarely equal to the amount of the purchases which 
they make at the island in return: the deficiency is 
made up in money, which they lay out in contraband 
goods. It seldom happens that the cargoes produce 
at Guragao more than five or six thousand dollars 
each, while the cargo purchased in return generally 
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exceeds tea thousand. If the cxportatioar of prd , 
duce should continue prohibited, and that of animaJjs 
only be permitted, cattle alone must furnish to the 
contraband trader a pretext for going to''Cura<;;ao; for 
this island, having np agriculture, has occasion nei- 
ther for mules nor horses. But the number of cattle 
required being limited to the consumption of fifteen 
thousand persons, it will be necessary to export cash 
for nearly the whole of the purchases: the departures 
from Terra-Firma, and the arrivals must therefore be 
clandestine, or it .must appear that, the touching at 
Curasao was occasioned by accident. 

With Trinidad. 

Trinidad, by the peace of Amiens, passed into the 
Jbands of the English. It is situated at the eastern 
extreinity of Terra-Firma, from which it is only fou.^ 
leagues distant, and is the natural magazine and re- 
sort where the contraband traders of Cumana, Barce- 
lona, Margar^tta and Guiana make their purchases. 

The position of this island is singularly favourable 
to this commerce. The Spanish coasts, extensive, 
solitary, defenceless, and to leeward, offer both to the 
Englishman and thq Spaniard the greatest facility for 
prosecuting it. 

The gulph of Paria, which washes the western 
part of Trinidad, receives the waters of the river 
Guarapiche, which penetrates the province of Cu- 
mana. By this river animals for labour and for the 
shambles are brought from Terra-Firma to Trinidad ; 
and through the same channel all the contraband ar- 
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tides consumed in this province can ascend with per- 
fect convenience, or may be landed at several points 
without the least danger, in general, the cargoes 
which are destined for Barcelona proceed up this 
river: they ane thence distributed to Caraccas and 
other cities. The mouths of the Oronoko, wbicb 
cross the gulph of Paria from south and north, and 
which are compelled by Trinidad to discharge into 
the sea by the dragon mouths, open to this island 
the commerce of Guiana, whither the surplus goes 
by the river Apure to Barquisimeto, Truxillo, Varinas, 
Merida, &c. 

With Surinam, 

The Dutch of Surinam, carried on, during a long 
time, a contraband trade with Spanish Guiana, but 
they have been supplanted by the English of Trini- 
dad. 

Amount employed in the Contraband Trade. 

To judge of the enormous sums annually carried 
away from the provinces of Caraccas by the contra- 
band trade, it is sufficient to know that the cash in 
circulation is not augmented by the great accessions 
it continually receives. We have already estimated 
that which comes from Vera-^Cruz for the purchase 
of produce, at . Dollars 400,000 

Commerce with foreign colonies . . . 250,000 

Hides . . , . . . 50,000) 

Produce ..,„.. ] 50,000) 



200,000 



Carried forward . 850,000 
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Broagbt forward . '850,000^ 
Although the two last articles are prohibited exporta- 
tion by decree of tbe intendant, of the 12th of May^ 
1S03, I have seen partial permissions subsequently 
gmnted, which render the prohibition a nullity. 

It is necessary to deduct from this sum for negroes 
^ud utensils of plantation, the Quly articles permitted to 
enter, the sum of ... . 10O>00O 



Residue, Dollars 750,000 



Or, francs, 3,750,000 

This balance ought to form the amount of annual 
increase to the cash in circulation. It is, on the con- 
trary, the amount employed in contraband trade for 
purchases made in the colonies. To this we may 
without exaggeration add twenty-five per cent, for the 
profits of the contraband trade, and we can thus as- 
certain how much contraband merchandise is annually 
consumed by these provinces. This addition aug- 
ments the sum total to 937,500 dollars or, 4,687,500 
francs. 

Meamres to prevent the Contraband Tirade. 

A great number of persons are emplayed, both at 
sea and on shore, to prevent this illicit trade. Th'e 
orders of the king direct that one brig, six schooners,, 
and six sloops, all armed, shall continually coast from 
the mouths df the Oronoko to cape De la Vela. At 
the time of my writing there are only four schooners, 
distributed between Porto -Cavello, Cumana and 
Guiana; and six sloops which do not go out of the 
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road of Porto^avello, but cost as much for the sup- 
port of their crews as if they were in full activity.* 

In the actual state of things, a contraband trader 
must be very unfortunate to meet one of these 
schooners. They only keep the sea at intervals suf- 
ficiently short and rare, and they must guard an ex- 
tent of three hundred leagues of coast, which every- 
where furnish suitable points for debarkation. Nor 
would his misfortune be without remedy, since by sacri- 
ficing one part of the cargo, it is not difficult for a Spa- 
niard to save the other. A strahger would not be per- 
mitted to compound, or, if he should, the transaction 
would cost much more. . 

The dangers on shore would be infinitely greater 
than those at sea if wretchedness and vice had not 
rendered the vigilance and severity of the guards a 
commodity that only requires purchasers. The con- 
ditions of the bargain are neither so easy nor so mo- 
derate in the harbours as in the country. Restrained 
by the presence and watchfulness of custom-house 
officers, the fear of being discharged renders the de- 
puties more circumspect, without rendering them 
more honest. 

The guards are formed into detachments, from 
which men are taken for established posts on the 
coast and in the countrjs and also for patrols. At 
Coro there is a detachment of thirty-eight meti, one 
commandant and one lieutenant. The fixed posts- 

♦ By virtue of new orders from the king, the vessels employed . 
to protect the national commerce by destroying the contraband, 
are to receive a hew organization, and an increase of number. 
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ftssigned to them are Sabanas^ Altas^ Cuxnefedo> A#o^ 
cuta, and Teques. There remains a detachment em-*- 
ployed to patrol. 

At Guayra there are only eight men and one cor- 
poral, whose services are employed in the same har- 
bour: they make also a circuit between Margaretta 
xmd Guayra. 

The detachijient of Caraccas consists of forty^eight 
men, a commandant and one lieutenant. They are 
used as patroling guards, except four men, who are 
stationed in two posts on the mountain which separates 
Guayra from Caraccas. 

Porto-Cavello being nearer to Caraccas, luls ap^ 
peared to require more guards than any other place. 
It has a detachment of twenty-^-four men, three cor- 
porals and one captain, for its different posts^ They 
are distributed, foyr at Palito, and six at Cambura, 
on the road' from Porto-Cavello to Valencia; four at 
Patanemo, six at Yaracui, and four at the river To^ 
cuyo. Another detachment, also, of twenty-four men, 
attends the harbour under the immediate orders of the 
guard-major of Porto-Cavello; 

In the harbour of Ocumara, at the east of Porto- 
Cavello, there is a post of eight men and one com- 
mandant. 

Guiana has only a light squadron, which tiever de- 
parts from San-Tomaso the capital, except in e?^lra- 
ordinary cases. 

The duty of the custom-house of Cumana, is per^ 
formed by two corporals ana twelve guards^ 

At Carupano in the jwovinc^ of Cumana, there is 
a post occupied by one corporal and six guards, whosfj ^ 

•Vol, n. * 
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TigflAnce should extend also, ove?r the jurisdiction of 
St. Pbili^i^ d*Autriche, or Cariaco. 

Four horse guards overlook the environs of Saint 
Jtttt Riptist^. 

At the ^It Works of Cumana there is one sioop^ to 
Mhlx^ are attached a corpora^ a pilots and six marine 
guards. 

At Barcelona there is one commandabt, one first 
»id two^ecoAd corporals, and fourteen gt^o^. Fire 
cJT six remain constantly in the harbour vrith a cor- 
]^Md: the othet gttards are employed in patroling. 

In each of the salt works of B^trceiona and 6f Pkitu, 
th^e is one guar^. 

Thfe custoiifi -house of Maracaibo hto only five 
gftahis, tlic fort of St. Charles two. One k em- 
ployed as a porter at ^e office, and two dn the qtl^y 
t6 observe whatever is etnbarked. A sloop, com- 
manded by a corporal atod furnished with scveh ina- 
tihk gu^i^ds, is provided to visit the bal&s which $^6 
convenient for landing goods^ and the small coved of 
<he lake of Maracaibb. 

There is alsp a patrol of horse, composc?d of a tof^ 
poral tad si^me^, who are to guard thl? coa^t land 
the roads which traverse the foi*e^. 

Manner of Smuggling. 

. Thtrfe are three tnodes much practised in the con- 
traband trade. In the first, the vessel enters the har- 
bour 'ind Sh arrangement iSs made with iht guatri for 
landing the inost precidUsanH^the least bulky articles 
during 'the night- It would be ittpdHtic and Hazird- 
' ^'Uus to>dis<iharge*eVfery thing dande^tibely, 'ey^^ifrheH 
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it vfert practicable; (or it is necfessary that the de- 
clarationj or entry, made at the custom houses should 
contain wme articles whith may justify the voyage. 
These bargains ar^ effected vety easily, and with little 
expeHCe^ by J8ie Spaniard who is accustomed to them. 

The second manner is, to obtain from thase em- 
ployed in the custom-hoiise an abatement in measure- 
ment, weight, quantity, or valuation; If is not dif- 
ficult, by this exjiedient, to save the duties on a third 
or a half of the ckrgo, without the knowledge of the 
prindpal officers. l*he bribes and excessive fees, 
form a considerable part of the expences attending 
this negotiation i presents make up the balance; But 
'these two methods tan be employed only under the 
Spanish flag: for every foreign flag is repulsed from 
die port by cannonryi excepting in those rare leases 
^en the circumstances of war render it jiecessary to 
impose salence on the prohibitory laws. 

The third nianner is to unload the contraband 
^oods 6n a part of the coast distant from frequented 
J>ort5, and to carry them by land to the place of theii' 
destination i This methbd, tnore decided and direct 
than the two former, is also the most dangerous: A 
risk is haz&rded, nbt only bf being taken by the 
^ardsi but of suffering damages tnore or less con^ 
^iderablei 

Previotte to the di^mrttire of* the ship tot the islariii 
where 4he purchase is to be-made^ the point of thei 
coast must be c\i6sen inhere t^ie tihladmg is n> tjiker 
J)lace; ^nd about the time of return, a sufficitat num-» 
hef of men and beasts of burden mtist attend on the 
4ipot, 40 transport the cargo to the jqppointed toWn. 
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The proprietor docs not behold his merchandises Croni 
the moment of debarkation until he receives them in 
his magazines. The- care of avoiding the guards on 
the road, or of corrupting such as by chance they 
may meet, is left entirely to men who are paid mo- 
derately. 

Distances of twenty, thirty, and fifty leagues are- 
traversed in the constant dread of surprise. Forests, 
rivers, marshes, every thing is crossed according to 
the season and the dangers, which must be avoided 
rather than braved. The least uncommon movement 
which the conductors of the contraband goods perceive 
in the guards, keeps them for whole weeks in the 
bosoms of the forests, living merely on wild fruits. 
They never resume their route unless all the motives 
for fear are dissipated. In short, after more or less 
delay, the proprietor beholds the merchandise arrive 
in the same state that he delivered it. Struck with 
the constancy and fidelity of the conductors, in such 
cases were unfaithfulness could not be brought before 
the tribunals, I have regarded them as prodigies, until 
examples have taught me that the injured always con- 
stitvites himself a judge, and something more, in his 
own cause. It is this, perhaps, which has contributed 
^to gain the smuggler the blind protection which no 
Spainiard, rich pr poor, refuses him. A vesiisel driven 
by a storm on the Spanisli coasts is robbed and plun- 
dered by the coi^ntry people, if the cargo is covered 
by legal papers; they succ?>ur and protect it, if con- 
traband. 

In the first c^e, they save the effects to appropriate 
th^m to themselves; in the. second, to hide them, to 
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keep them from the ifevenue, and to restore theifl to 
the proprietor. The " government, which in vain 
enacts the severest laws to counteract this propensity, 
incessantly invokes the authority of the church to 
make this considered as a sin which nobody will con- 
sider as a fault. Decrees of the king renewed and 
published at intervals in homilies, order the bishops 
to announce to the faithful, that smuggling is a mor* 
tal sin, which cleaves both to those who favour it, and 
to those who engage in it; that denunciation is a 
duty, the neglect of which would be a heinous sin. 
In short, the confessors are bound to refuse absolution 
to eve^ smuggler who does not restore to the king 
the duties of which he has defrauded him. There is 
no time worse employed than that which the priest 
spends in making this publication; for there is no 
act in the whole ecclesiastical liturgy which makes 
less impression on the Spaniard. 



Tribunal for judging Contraband Traders, 

All affairs relative to contraband trade are defini- 
tively judged by the intendant of Garaccas, on the 
conclusions of the fiscal and the opinion of his assist- 
ant. The least penalty is the loss of all tha^ is confis- 
cated; the heaviest is the loss of all the property of 
the accused, and the galleys for a specified time. 
It is in the different gradations of these penalties, that 
favour and protection, or hatred and vengeance are 
evinced. 
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C&mm6dities best suttd to U^ nUsrket of SpanM^ 
America. 

I should cotisid^ my tde^ but impi^eetly fulfilledr 
were I to omit giving some account 6f the E^u*opifcaii; 
oommodities most in request in the provihces whith 
came under my observation* Not mor6 thto i. tlurd 
of the cat^oes which arrive from the mother country, 
particularly those which are exported froto Cadiz, 
where thiteerfourths of the expedition3 for Terras 
Flrma are formed, are made up of national merchan*^ 
dise ; and moat frequently they do not contain itiorft 
than a fourth. The rest is formed of fomgn ma,* 
nufactures, which the Cadiz trade draws from dif^ 
ferent parts of £urope, and which ar^ naturalised by 
means of duties. Franpc yields to this stock neariy 
one half, Engla^id nearly ^ fourth, and the Hianse 
towns the surplus, excepting som^ gapz^ furnished 
^y Italy. 

Generally speaking, calicoes ar^ not esteemed by 
the Spaniards. Nor would they have adopted the use 
of tliem during the last war, had it not been for the 
low price at which they were obtained from the Eng- 
lish colonies. Pieces of worked muslin, whkh us^ to 
fetch from thirty-five to forty dollars, were sold during 
the war as low ^ from twelve to fourteen : «fid every 
thing else of the kind was in proportion. But as the 
stores are emptied, the price augments, and the iisedi>- 
minishes; and the partiality for linen, wMchhad otoly 
been accidentally suspended, resumes sdl k^ power. 
The inhabitants of these parts are more under the in-, 
fluence of jsp^^h fluctuations and reduction in the 

1 
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f^itm pf gQf)d3, tijau thpsf of ^y ptli^ of Ap 3p^ 
^isii poewfiBians; for although jhpir prop^nsijy %p 
luxury be equally great, their ipeans are ijiucl> i»r 
ferior. 

Thus diamonds, jewelry, ^nA very fine Uuiwi^ if^U 
'better, and in greater quantities j^t Me:«:ico, Peru and 
Havanna, than ^y do any where else» Ajt.Terra- 
Ficma false diamonds h*ye ^ mh prnportiwably 
gi^eater than the true, Jewelry dpes not fptcb itH 
value then?, because tlm Spanish goldsmiths work in 
gold and silver at a phe^per r^ tkm the Frend). 
The vorkman^ip, it is true, is vei^ inferior, but the 
appearanjce is neariy die same, fuid th/e Ipwneis pf the 
price atones for ^yery defect. What still mope QQlh* 
tributes to render jeweby att uns^^lCSiWe ^flimodily 
among the Spanish Am«ricansj is Uie id/?^ t^y i&nter- 
tain that a pale yellow colour is the wly proof ^f the 
purity of the gold, Whajtey^r iftie towchstofte tmj 
shew, die prejudice r^ests cbis i^we. The goldsmith 
who ^oves the gold, itlw^S rdt^ jtj^ vhM^ |s 
heightened ia colour U 4^ pr ^ X^ai;^ ^f low )fi^ 
penayweighfs of pure, They ii»»gifte j^^ ^ ^^ 
ference of (jolour between the European and American 
gdd is owing jto ibe alloy whieb jthe f^rsve^ q>Bjfins, 
It is, however, io be obseisved, ^^ ^^jevf^kyfp, 
gold never rises zhovit eig^een or p^ne^een caiiitSj 
and that for ttheir wor]unane^ in jilv,er, jthey oply use 
4oIbt», Abe standard of twhieh js much bdow the silver 
tised^y our siiveismiths, 

Laces form also a part of the Spanish dress; tthese 
of Flanders obtain 4he -preference; diey dioidd be 
tandsoine; sispe, destined to fo^mlhat past of dress 
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ifAilch most attracts attention, it is proper that their 
beajity should announce the opulence which every 
ene> according to his estate, would display. Their 
sale, however, is not considerable, because the iise of 
them is limited to principal personages and to days 
of grand ceremony. 

The women wear very little lace, but to make up 
for it, they ornament their veils and their church-, 
going petticoats, with black blond lace from fifteen 
to twenty inches wide. • Narrow blond is jused by 
those who cannot purchase the broad. In this article 
there is a luxuiy highly profitable to commerce. 

All black stuffs are in great use among the Spa- 
niards, principally serges, prunellas, sattins, and tafTe^ 
ties. The cassocks and mantles of the priests are 
always of one or other of these four articles, as well 
as five-sixths of the petticoats used by the women iq 
their devotional exercises. 

Within the last ten years the use ©f thick cloths has 
become general at Caraccas and its dependencies, 
'Hiere are few whites who are not dressed in ash cor 
loured or blue cassim^re, or in plheuf of Abbeville 
cloth. 

Hats have also considerable sale among the Spa-« 
niards. There are no whites except of the lower 
class, or boys, who wear round hats. All the civil 
and military officers wear cocked hats; the priests 
content themselves with giving to hats with low 
prowns and wid? trims ^ t\xn\ whiph makes them rc-» 
semble a tile, 

French hats ^re uniyerspUy preferred to those o{ 
pfhfr m^ufact^^rea, 
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The young Spaniards have lately acquired a taste 
for boots, and they have become the ordinary weari 
they are bought ready made from. the English pos- 
fiessions. The quality of the leather, and the fashion^ 
vrhich the shoemakers of the country cannot imitate 
leep up their price, and exempts them from competi- 
tion. The case is not the same, however, with shoes; it 
is necessary that those which arrive from abroad should 
be in excellent condition; nor do they command a 
very high price, because shoes are made on the spot 
at a very moderate price, and sufficiently good 

Among the coarse goods th^ gingas no. 2, the 
linens of Britany, of Morlaix, Rouens, Platilla, and of 
Jiussia, are universally used, 

Ji^tail Dealers, 

The retail trade in dry goods is in the hands of 
Canarians, and a few other Spaniards. The usual 
profits of the retail dealer are from twenty-five to 
thirty per cent. From this it would appear that thete 
are few trades by which fortunes are more rapidly 
acquired, and indeed this would be true if all the 
dealers could secure much custom. But the kind of 
life induced by this business being of that sedentary 
description which accords with the Spanish temper, 
the shops multiply to such a degree, and the sale and 
profits become so divided, that there does not reiiiain 
to each retailer more tlian sufficient to support his fa- 
mily and maintain it with decency. Hence it hap- 
pens, that this class, which every where else soon, 
f^es to the r^nk of ^nerchant, remains in its origi^ 
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itate among the Spaniardit, and that failiu^es are 
oftener seen among them than fortunes. 

It requires no very deep knowledge of tomm^HB, 
to discover that these shops could not be fumishtd 
were it not for the credit which ^he merchants are 
obliged to give. 

It rarely happens that a retail dealer pays for ^riiaC 
he purchaser on delivery ; on the contrary, the expi>* 
ration of the time of credit generally £nds him vmr 
prepared. On a little extension of crediit, f^cw^Mt, 
he sa^oReB ev^ demand; for it is observed that thb 
class are distinguished above most others for their 
hcHiesty. 

There are also in Teira-Firma a species of Aops 
known under the name of bodegas^ and others under 
tfiat of pulperias. Their commodities consist of 
china ware, pottery^ glass, hardware, tools, wines, 
4Wgar, hams, ^riedfmiti, dieese, tafia, &c. They 
have an advantage over the oth^r shops, in not bdng; 
«tbliged to remain closed on festival days andsnnday^^ 
In consequence of their great use and coovenienc»' 
they are allowed to remain open from day brwdc until 
nine ki the evening, This tpade is almost eKdusivelf 
in Ae hands of active and economical unmarried Ca- 
^lonians an4 Canaritins ; and as it consists in in^I 
and peri^diabie articles, it k- liable to damages whidi 
must be eovered by the profits of its sales; there Is 
not, therefore, an article sold at less thtm a hundred per 
oeat, prot&t, and «toie often double ^nd trd>ie that 
amount. It is in thiss painful ^nd disgusting traffic, 
that ihe beginnings of fortunes are much more fre* 
ijuently laid than in any oth^ biufin^ssi. 
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Consulate, 

Until a very late period all commercial af&irs were 
carri^ before the ordinary tribunals, and subjected 
to the ^ame formalities, delays and expences as other 
tmie^ D5n Edtevan de Leon, the intendant of 
Caniccas, suggest^ to the planters of Caraccas, the 
idea of soliciting the king for a consulate, and 
he sApJ^im^d Jt with all his credit and talents. In 
tonsequeiace of this application, founded on public 
int^est ahd comtnercial prosperity, a decree passed 
on die 5d of June, 1793, which established at Carac- 
cas a tribuVial t)f commerce, composed of tl^ in- 
tendant, wiu» is the president, of a prior and two 
conmils, of nine counsellors and a syndic, with their 
deputies ; togcShm* with an assessor, a secretary and 
a tegist^, ^nd two porters, who were to be whites. 

Its memb<^, excepting the latter five, do not retain 
their office more than two years ; half of the remove^ 
able members are renewed each year by election, the 
:^vell-regulated mode of wldch is prescribed by the 
instituting decree. That of the 4th of September, 
1795, hfliB Jxed the period oj[ elections on the 5di of 
iHmi^ry of ^sdi year> 

OonAitions qf Eligtbit{t$i. 

Marqudses, €(mi)td, barons, nobles, Icnights of mili- 
tary 'OcdtiSy cultivators, annuitants, merchants, in a 
word, nevcry White, excepting ecclesiastics, who livos 
^Kmourabl^ is eligibl^^ 
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The arms of the consulate of Caraccas are the same 
as those of the city, surrounded by the attributes of 
institution, 

Appointments. 

The salaries at first assigned wcre> six hundred 
dollars per annum for a prior; four hundred for each 
of the consuls ; three hundred for a syndic ; eight 
hundred for a secretary, and Aree hundred for a 
writer ; five hundred for the assessor ; four hundred 
for a register; and one hundred and eighty for each 
porter; but, by an act of the 12th of January, 1796, 
the king increased the salary of a prior to sixteen 
hundrefl dollars; of each consul to fourteen hundred; 
of a syndic to twelve hundred; of a secretary to four- 
teen hundred, independent of the provision for a 
clerk; of an assessor to fifteen hundred ; of a register 
to a thousand, besides three hundred for a clerk ; and 
pf each porter to three hjindr^d, 

Jtevenucs 

Tlie funds for defraying these expences, as well as 
any other sums which the consulate may order to be 
laid out for the benefit of agriculture and commerce, 
arise from the fines imposed by the consulate itself, 
and by its deputies and the judges of appeal, and 
from an average duty of one per cent, on all articles, 
exported orimportedto orfrom Europe, and to or from 
other parts of Spanish America, and three per cent. 
m all those exported or imported to or from foreign 
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colonies, except mules and horses^ which pay a iofiit 
perhe?id; homed cattle pay only one per cent, while 
negroes, and gold and silver coin/ are exempt. 

The island of Margaretta enjoys an exemption 
from this contribution. It is collected in all the poits^ 
by the custom-houses ; but the proceeds, on the re- 
ceipts oF the prior, are paid into the coffers of the 
consulate, without being comprehended in the ge- 
neral statement of receipts. This duty amounts to 
from eighty to a hundred thousand dollars per annum. 
The administration of the finances, which is at the 
disposal of the consulate, is confided to a paymaster 
and a treasurer, who have each fourteen hundred 
dollars a year. Their proceedings are altogether 
subject to the orders and decisions of a prior and 
two consuls. 

Jurisdiction. 

The principal object of '^the establishn^nf of the 
consulate at Caraccas, has been the administration of 
justice in commercial affairs. 

It takes cognizance of all disputes which arise be- 
tween the merchants or retail dealers and their associ- 
ates and deputies, on matters relating to commerce, 
such as purchases, sales, exchanges, a^urances, part- 
nership-accounts, freight of vessels, in a word, of every 
thing recognised by the consulate of Bilboa, the or- 
dinances of which should serve as rules to that of 
Caraccas. An eider of the king, dated the 31st of 
July, 1795, assigns to the consulate of Caraccas, all 
causes relating to damages, or bargains contracted 
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between ttie captains of inerchant wssefe^ anct mdf^ 
chants interested kk tbwr freigiit and cargoefi. Th< 
tribunal is composed solely of the prior and consuls. 
If either of them is connected with or relatJed te one 
of Ac two parties^ he is not permitted to give hi5 
voice, and the other two are competent to give judg- 
lB€nt. In case of long al9sence or <fce sickness of any 
«me of the jtidges, his deputy supplies his place. 

The integrity, intelligence and punctuality of the 
members who ttkemately compose this trBntnal, arc 
truly admirable. It is the most valuable institution 
that Ae king coi^ld possibly have given to Ae inhabi- 
lai^ts of these colonies 

Form of Procedme. 

The form of procedure is simple, expeditious and 
without expence. The public sittings are on Tuesday^ 
Thursday and Saturday of each week, one of which 
«biys the prosecutor appears and briefly spates hif 
<rase. The defendant is immediately cited to appear* 
The allegations on each side are ^&ien tieard, the 
Avitnesses presem examined, and all written docu- 
ments inspected. The judges endeavour to bringthe 
affair to an asnicalde termination. If they fail of 
nmccess^^ f>arfies are ordered to willkb^w, and een^ 
tence is passed; ^which zker being signed by the 
fudges and registrar is 'made Icnpwn <to the ^p^iei^*^ 
^his sentence is fmal in dl'casasnind^ ei^t hundred 
dollars. Should the cause, however, i)e too compli'^ 
' Gated for verbjil explanation the parties4ire permitted, 
^^>n'thed6mand:0f one of;them> to delivierin, but wkh^ 
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cut th^ assistance of a bwy^r, a statemetft in writiitg^ 
mih the papet^ hece«sary to support it; itid die 
judges tan oblige the party who ^e^^ents it to svrear 
tiiat i¥o advocate has been concerned la drawing it 

up. V 

When &e Mta exceeds ^0 dolkns, m appeal lies 
from tiie sentence of the consulate to a tribuni^ 
e^hA aizadiis\ composed of die inCeodbnt and two 
judges M^hom he nominates* Bxit if the senienceiii* 
eludes a fine or penalty, or if the personal honour cf 
the defendant be affected, the king hats ordered bf 
a decree of the 21st September, 1796, that the i^ 
peal should lie whatever may have been the sum con* 
Cained in the cc^ndem^nation. 

Depuiks of the Consulate. 

the jurisdiction of the consulate feicludea the'i4i!t>lt 
of ihe captain-generalship of <I!«raccas ; but for the 
greater convenience of the inhabilants» deities wa 
appointed in the ports of Maracaifbo, Coro, Porte^ 
CaveHo, Cumana, Guayra, and Margaretta, to ^udiofA 
his majesty accords the power, of judging all comxaerr 
cial causes, with the assistance of two persons whom 
they nominate themselves, Thehr authority continues 
for two years. In the other towns and villages, the 
(Jrdinaty judges excro^e^the jurisdicticm of tbe^con- 
dulatfe and its deputies. The decisions of these d«^ 
pilties and of the ordinary ^tribunals may, like tho« 
idf Ae consulate, be carried try appeal totiie tribumd 

^^ourt of Afpeal^ . . ; ., 
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#f the atzadas, with this difTerence^ that the suAi of 
800 dollars, to which the decree of the consulate i^ 
final> be reduced, by the decree of 14th September, 
1795, to 300 dollars for the decision of the deputies 
established at Cumana, Porto-Gavello and Maracaibo; 
to 100 dollars for Ouiafiaj Varinas and Coro; and to 
SO for the island of Margaretta and other places. 
The same decree permits an appeal from the deputies^ 
and ordinary judges to the consulate. In case the 
sentence be confirmed, it becomes definitive ; but if 
it be revoked or modified, an appeal may be made to 
the tribunal of the alzadas. 

Assemhly of the Consulate. 

Besides mating in its judickl capacity, the con- 
sulate holds an assembly twice a month, at which the 
governor presides. It is composed of the. prior, the 
two consuls, their assistants, the syndic, and their 
re^ective deputies, a secretary, paymaster ajid trea- 
surer. The members who absent themselves from the 
assembly without sufficient excuse, are each time sub* 
jected to a fine of 20 dollars. 

Its Prerogatives^ 

The decree of creation appoints that every thing 
relative to the progress of agriculture, the prosperity 
of commerce, &c. should be discussed in these as- 
semblies, to which the ' deputies and tlie citizens 
should contribute their observ^ations. The assembly 
of |he consulate is expressly charged by the king t4^ 
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render him an account of every thing which it con- 
siders worthy of royal attention, and to propose to 
him such measures as ft believes conducive to the en- 
couragement of agriculture, the industry and the 
commerce of the country. 

The 33d article of the same decree contains a spe- 
cial recommendation to the assembly of the consulate, 
1. To be duly impressed with the necessity of con* 
structing good roads from Guayra to Caraccas, fronjt 
Caraccas to the vallies of Aragoa, and from Porto- 
Cavello to Valencia^ iA order that the facility of com- 
municatioh may render the transportation of produce 
easier and less expensive. 2. To have the port of 
Guayra cleared, and a quay constructed, that the 
ladings and unladings may be performed; without 
damage. .3. To render navigable those rivers which 
may serve for the transportation of produce, such as 
theTuy and the Yaracuy, as well as those which dis- 
charge themselves into the Oronoko. 

From the organization of this assembly, and the 
nature of the subjects submitted to its deliberations, 
it may be seen, that the king expected much informa- 
tion would be derived from it, and that Terra Firma. 
might expect important advantages from its establish- 
ment. In consequence of the obligation imposed on 
it to propose measures for the improvement of agri- 
culture as well as commerce, it became the arbiter of 
the prosperity of the country; by the right which it 
had of corresponding directly with the king, and of 
transmitting to him an account of whatever transpired 
in the provinces, calculated to thwart his benevolent 
viewsj It became necessarily the overseer of all the 

Vol. IT. o 
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local authorities. It was originally designed to ope* 
rate as an encouragement to industry, and a terror to 
abuser of every kind. It proves, however, at present 
to be neither the one nor the other; because its ori- 
ginal members, little sensible of the importance of 
their functions, or ignorant of the management of 
public affairs, or shackled by particular considera- 
tions, or, perhaps, influenced by all these motives, 
regarded their nomination to this assembly only as a 
favour purely honorary, and not as an appointment 
in which they would have to develope their talents, 
their care and their watchfulness for the public good. 
Their successors have found imitation easier than re- 
form. Thus, an institution, from which the happi- 
ness of the citizens, and the prosperity of the country 
ought to proceed, was from its infancy, and always 
will be, a decrepid and useless body, from which the 
body politic will never have any thing either to hope 
or to apprehend. 

I cannot avoid expressing here the feelings I ex- 
perienced when I first beheld the decree for t\e es- 
tablishment of the consulate. What struck me most 
wa3 its date. I could not have conceived that, in the 
month of June, 1793, when the effects of the French 
revplution afforded the most melancholy proofs of 
the danger to be apprehended from deliberative as- 
'Semblies, the king of Spain would have established one 
at Caraccas, composed of twenty-nine persons peri- 
odically, replaced by popular election; that he should 
invest them with the right of discussing and delibe- 
rating in the same manner as the popular assejnblies; 
above all that he should establish such a political insti- 
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tlition in one of the finest of the Spanish possessiohsi 
where a similar establishment had never been seen. I 
wish to pay that just tribute of admiration to the bold- 
niBss, the wisdom, and the benevolence of this tnea- 
sure, to which it is entitled. 

1 had hoped that the examinaf ion of the first ope- 
rations of the assenlbly Would have supplied food to 
prolong and heighten my enthusiasm. But, having 
with difficulty found m^ans to ascertain its labours in 
favoui* of agricultirt'^, I discovered th^y consisted 
merely in having, in 1797, requii'ed dome enlight- 
ened cultivators to transmit them memoirs respecting 
the mode of' cliltiVation which each of them pursued J 
and these have remained four yeats in the hand^ of , 
commissioners appointed to examine them, and to 
draw up a general report; which has never been don^ 
nor since required of them, 'Desirous oiF viewing 
these meitioirs, I found theift coVered with dust, ^t 
the house of Count de la Grange, one of the com- 
missioners. He lent Ihehi to me with great ?eadi^ 
ness. After having read theirt, I returned them to 
him, and I venture to assert, that centuries will elapse 
before they will be again dii;placed. 

Is it possible a people thus careless can wiA jus- 
tice charge the laws or the govemiHent with the tardi- 
ness or the nullity of their progress 16 the arts and 
sciences ? What more praise-worthy could the king 
of Spiin have done than td order the citizens to con- 
tribute theii* information to the public welfare? Men 
whose torpid and sluggish dispositions prefer the re-^ 
pose and indolence of poverty,'' to the activity of for* 
tunf , should ncA'ef comjjlain «f misfortune or indigence* 
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The only useful un<fertaking which tl>e consolv 
amenably of Cs^accaa hos performed since its creation^ 
is a new road, not yet finished, from Porto-Cavella 
to Valencia, much shorter, less mountainotts, but by 
no means so handsome as the former. Another road 
has also been opened, by its direction, from Cuayra 
to Caraccas, which goes round the mountain that $e^ 
parat^s these two towns; it will be longer Aan tiiat 
which is at present in use, but infinitely more conve- 
nient; it is on this account that the govemmrat of 
Caraccas are so little anxioiis to hasten its complex 
tion, for reasons which have already been stated un- 
der the article of Armed Force, chapto: V. 

The roads of Caricagoa^ and the communication 
of Qaraccas with the valli^ of Aragoa, have abo at- 
tracted the attention of this assembly, and hav^ cost 
much iQoney^ without prodqcing benefits commen* 
surate. with the expence$u Finally^ to fte consulate 
is owing the colistruciion ^f a m^ of a part of the 
province where cultivation requires ^ most encou* 
fagement. Such is the i^ole work of twelve years, 
during which the ^tem of agriculture ought to haw 
bjeen sufficiently improved to have considerably in* 
creased the productions, \dule, on the contrary, they 
have experienced the most ahurming decrease* - 

I certainly will not accuse the Goasular assembly 
of CaraccaB with having been the direct cause of the 
decline which has taken place in the commerce of 
the provinces (it proceeds from other causes); but 
neither must it expect to obtain praise for ite zeal, Co 
which neither its success nor its measures give it any 
pretensions. That the reader may himself judge gf 
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ttie commercial state of the profinde^ of Caraccas> It 
is proper to lay hefote him the exporiations made in 
the four years from 179$ to 1796, eomparecl with 
Aos^ of tl^ fom* following yeai^« 

MxportaHcMjrom IT93 to 1796. 



Dollars. 
367*819 q. Cacao, at 18 dolls. 6,620,742 
5,955,j63 lb. Indigo, at 12 reals, $,l7^.m ( .« 9^2 415 
1,498,332 lb. Cotton, at 20 reals, 299,666 f ^^»^^^>*»^ 

1,325,584 lb. Coffee, at 12 dolls- tbeq. 159,070, 



ii 



Exporiations from 1796 to 1800. 

Dollars^ 
239,162 q. Cacao, at 18 doll«, 4,304,91*} 
793,210 lb. Indigo, at 14 reals, 1,386,1 17 I /; ,,0 qiA 

2,834,254 lb. Cotton, at 20 dolls. 566,850 C "'**-'*'^^ 

IpSSS^r lb. Coffee, at 12 dolls, the q. 184,435 J 

Diminution - Dollars 5,S1(\097 



I know that it is easier to charge this decrease to 
the war, than to agree that it is partly the cdnse- 
quence of a bad administration. In admitting that 
dris cause has some weight, it is unjust and ridicu- 
lous to be satisfied with a reason which can operate 
but in a trifling degree. War has no influence ex- 
cept on the price of produce; it cannot injure the 
productions otherwise than by depriving agriculture 
of the hands which it requires, and this has not taken 
place in thes^ provinces, excepting with a few hun- 
dred of free men of colour, whom the defence of the 
country has retained in detachments in the sea ports; 
Ais circumstance could never have occasioned an an- 
nual diminution in the quantity of produce, to the 
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amount of J00,000 dollars. Neither could the war 
^Iter the value of productions; they have borne the 
same price in the four unfavourable years as in the 
four preceding, and the indigo in one of the former, 
was at 14 reals a pound, instead of 12. 

This equality of price during the eight years in 
question, is the best proof that there have always 
been purchasers, and that commerce has always re- 
ceived and paid for what the cultivator has been able 
to deliver it, cacao only excepted. 

It is not, therefore, in war merely, that we must 
seek for the cause of the languor into which the pro- 
vinces of Caraccas have fallen ; it cannot be ascribed 
to any scourge, to any calamity, such as plagues, 
epidemics, droughts, or extraordinary inundations. 
Providence has guaranteed Terra-rFirma from such mis^ 
fortunes. We must, therefore, impute it to injurious 
local dispositions, to the carelessness of those who 
are specially charged by the }dng hii^sclf, to disco- 
ver and denounce abuses, to unveil vices, and pro-* 
pose the means of destroying them. 

fhe king would sooner achieve his object, in leavw 
ing to the consulate such masters only as relate enr. 
tirely to trade, which it treats with a laudable zeal,i 
4ncl in substituting, as has been proposed in the pre-^ 
ceding chapter, a chamber of agTicultur^, similar in 
^very respect to that which we have in our colonies* 

I have promised to terminate this chapter by a de^. 
tail of the duties which are imposed on entering and 
leaving the diffefent ports^ ii) the extent of the cap- 
taiprgenefalship of Par^ccas, This is the prppey 
flfiQmf nt to f^ilfil Dfiy promise. ^ 

\ 
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Statement of the duties paid in the ports of the de- 
pendence/ of the captainrgeneralship of Caraccas, 
on all anicles arriving directly from Spain, from 
the Canary islands, and from Majorca, mid on 
produce freighted in return for the same desti- 
nuiions. - . v 

Province' of Venezuela. — (Mqjor Ports.) 

On Entry. 

^ Foreign merchandises, • - 7 per cent- 

Tor the duty oA Merchandise of contribution - 3 

Aknoxdii^hzgoA Do. free - - - ..-^ 

^ Silks 5 sons per \h* • • ,^ 

Sea i^%val%, * ^ * ^ 

Corso, 1- * • - • 3 

Consulate, » » *• - 1 

(N, B. See the nature of all these duties in the Chapter entitled 
Finance.) 

For clothes and arms of the militia, • •-p*. 

Per barrel of brandy, - - Dollar 1 

Per do, of wine, - • . • ^Q 



On Departure, 




Duties of Armada and of Armadilla unit^, $ per cent 


Ditto for each quintal of ^acfio. 


6, reals of $ 


for each hide, * • . 


- Ireal 


Tanned sheep skins per dozen, • 


- li 


For a qumtal of cheese and fish ^ 


- i 


Do. of Sars«4)arilla, * 


1 


Do. Brasil woqd, - •? 


- * 


Do. tobacco of Yan^>8ji -^ 


^ 


Do. of Caraccas, 


m .mmm 


Corso, t • ^ 


r ' 3 per cent^ 


Consulate, ^ ' - 


I 
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Obstrvatien^ 

1. For the collecting of the above dutiett of entry, 
the receivers add eight per 6ent. to the value speci<- 
fied in the invoices after that fixed by the . trtatutc of 
free commerce, of the 12th of October, 1778. This 
augmentation ^ conformable to the ^Ist Article 
of the same statute. Free articles and articles of 
contribution are only exempt from the duty of al- 
moxarifazgo; they pay all the other duties. 

S. According to the order of the king of the 24th 
March, 1779, Ae provisions of vessels should pay, 
according to their species, the same royar and muni- 
cipal duties as if they made a part of the eargoes. 

3. Th6 collection of duties specified in the* regu- 
lation formed in 1641, by the paymaster Melchor 
Candario, or v/hat arrived from Spain and the Ca- 
naries, ivas suspended in this province, (torn the time 
that they commenced to execute the royal prqject of 
the20thof April, 1720. 

By the statute of free commerce of 1778, and the 
royal order of the 27th of December of the same 
ycaV, the trade of the Canaries was, irt every reject, 
similar to that of Spain and Majorca; instead of a 
half re^l paid indiscriminately for every hide, there 
is at pijesent imposed, ix^ the principal ports, thre^ 
quartern of a real for each hide;, or oae real for an 
ox hicle, and a half real for that of a caw, and only 
two per cent, on the value of tobacco of Varinas and 
Venezuela. 

4. Indigo, cotton, coffee, sugar, meats salted or 
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dried, tallow, flax, hemp, and the wood for the ca- 
thedral of the Csmarieis, are exfmpt on d^parture^ 
from the duties of armada and armadillaj and must 
only pay the municipal duties of the ccmo and the 
9onsulate« The sugar of Venezueid, which has sil« 
ready paid by the Gultivat«^, the land alcavala^ p2^% 
besides one per cent, to complete the six per cMt« 
to which it i» subjected by a decree of die int^dance 
of the 28th pf June, 1799. 

5. The productions of Cuipana and Gtiiana i^itcb 
are embarked in the ports of Venezuela for Spi^, 
Majorca or the Canaries^ pay the same duties as if 
they departed directly from these provinces; kut 
then it is necessary to conform to what has beea ssdd 
in the preceding article, for the duties whi<^ the iu- 
gar pays in these same provinces. The produ^mii 
ofVarinas, transported to Guiana, ^uld be consir 
dered as if they originated at Guiaiia. ( Order of die 
king of the 17th of August, 1798-) 



Provinces of Cumana md Guiana. (Minor PorU J 

On MMTy. 

Corso, ♦ ♦, , .. ^ llperevfit. 

CooBulat^ - , - ., - \ 

On Departure. 

Corsoy « H . • * 2 per csnU 

(Joaaulat^, . •■ * • 1 
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Observations. 



1. According to the 31st Article of the statute of 
free trommerce^ the value of property contained in 
the invoice is augmented to five per cent. The du- 
ties of armada and armadilla united having been de- 
clared royal duties by the intendance> the 28th of 
ifune, 1799, they are not collected on the produce of 
Cumana and of Guiana. 

3. Provisions destined for the consumption of 
crews and passengers, pay, on entry and departure, 
the municipal duties, as has been said in the 2d article 
of observations relative to the ports of Venezuela. 

3. The assembly of commerce of the 25th of May, 
179S, added one per cent, to the two per cent, col- 
lected for the maintenance of coast guards, on every 
thing which left Gu^iyra and arrived there from Spain; 
but, this supplement not b^ing extended to other 
ports, they have continued only to collect two per 
cent, at Cumana and Guiana for the duty of Corse, 

4. The productions of Venezuela and of Mara- 
ciibo which go to Spain by the ports of Cumana and 
Guiana, should pay the same duties as if they issued 
directly from the ports of their provinces, There- 
ibre, as is mentioned in the fourth Article of obser- 
vations on the ports of Venezuela, there must be paid 
one per cent, of supplement of the land alcavala on 
the sugar of Venezuela, but not on that of MaracaJfbo, 
for reasons contained in the foUovnng article. 

•: 5. Sugar coming from the provinces \^hich have 
minor ports privileged, enjoys m exemption froni 
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royal duties^ and consequently doc^s not pay the sup- 
plement of the landalcavala if it comes from Cumana 
or Guayra, according to the declaration of the intend-: 
wee of the 26th of June, 1799. ( Sec what has beea 
said in the fifth Article of preceding observations on 
the produce of Varinas.) 

Province of Maracaibo. {Mtmd Port ) 

On Entry. 

Corso, - - - • 2 per ccnti 

Consulate^ • * ^ X 

On Departure. 

Armada and armadilla united^ • 2 dollars 

for the same duties which are paid at the 

port of Guayra, Corso, • - 2 

vCposulatfii * - - 1 

Observations, 

L The amount of the invoices is augmented five 
per cent, to make the estimate on which the duties 
are collected. And as to the provisions of vessels, 
see the second Article of the observations on the 
ports of Venezuela. 

' 3. The order of the king of the 35th of May, 
1793, specifies that the productions of Maracaibo, 
destined for Spain, shall pay the same duties as 
thosp which are levied at Guayra. Thus, every thing 
ib^t leaves the port of Maracaibo fpr Spaip, Majorca, 
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w the Canaries^ pays the duty of annadaor armadilla. 
The sugar only does not, like that of Venezuefai;, pay 
Ae supplement of one per cent, of alcavala^ for rea- 
MM expressed in Article V. of observations relative 
to Cumana and Guayra. 

3. The productions of Cumana and Guiana em*- 
barked at Maracaibo for Spain^ the Canaries and 
Majorca, only pay> on departing^ the same duties 
that they would pay if they issued directly firom their 
respective ports. 

4. According to the assembly of commerce of the 
26tb of June> 1799^ the duty of corso must not be 
collected at Mavacaibo, except at the rate of two per 
cent 

5. As to commodities proceeding from Varinas^ 
see Article V* of observations on Cumana and Guaynu 



Statement of royal and municipal duties collected in 
the ports of the captainrgeneralshlp of Caraccas, 
on every thing reciprocally sent from one port to 
another of the Spanish possessions. 

Province of Venezuela'. 

On Departure. 

J^ the major aod minor ports within thejurisdiction^ or out of 
the captain-generalship of Caraccas, . 
-Almoxarifaago, - - • • , 5 per cent 

Armada and armadiDa, • . . ^ 
For each quintal of cacao, . . » ^ reals 
Fw each' hide^ - - - - - i 
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For a dozen tanned sheep skins « • 3 

For a dozen of deer skinsi • - * li 

For a dozen of cheese and fish, - * | 

For a quintal of wool and sarsaparilla, 4 realj 

For a quintal of Brazil wood, - • | 

For a quintal of Varioas tobacco, « Id 

For a quintal of Caraccas do* * 6 

Corso, - . . . . . SptrcenU, 

Consulate, . • • . . j , 

On Entry. 
C Major Ports. J 

Almoxarifazgo, - - - - 5 per cent. 

Arcsada and armadiUa, * - « 4 
Sea alcavala, « « • - ^ g 
Corso, -• • - - - m 2 
Consulate, •.«••] 

(Minor Ports.) 

Corso, - • . i. . ^ 2perctti% 
Consulate, •*«««.• | . 

Observations. . 

1. Mules, horses, cattle and sheep, destined for the 
Spanish possessions, pay but four per cent, in place 
of the almoxarifazgo, and the duty of corso^ confarm-^ 
ably to the order of the king, of the ^th of January, 
1793, and the declaration of the intendant of die 3Sd 
of March, in the same year. 

2. The municipal duties of COTso and of conis%date 
spre paid but once, on entry m departure from die 
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ports de|^ndent on Caraccas. The articles of fhutuat 
supply between the provinces are exempt fherefronij 
according to the assembly held for the establishment 
of the first mentioned duty, and the different orders 
of the king; but as there is not a perfect understand- 
ing as to the articles which should be ranked in this 
class, the intendancy has been consulted, but has not 
hitherto given a decision. The order 6f the king of 
the 17th of August, 1792, states that the commodi- 
ties of Varinas going to Guiana, should be considered 
as mutual supplies, and consequently are exempt. 

3. Every thing which has,been directly sent from 
Spain, Majorca or the Canaries, to Maracaibo, Cu- 
manUji Guiana, or other major or minor ports, out of 
the district of the intendancy, and shall afterwards 
he introduced into the province of Venezuela, must 
pay the same duties as if this destination hadbeen 
given it on leaving Europe, excepting the municipal 
duties, which are never imposed a second time, if it 
is proved that they have previously been collected in 
one of the ports of the district. . 

4. Articles whiclv enter the larger ports of Vene- 
zuela, from Spain, Majorca and the Canaries, pay 
no duties on re-exportation to the larger ports of 
America ; and if this second destination is made for 
the lesser ports, the duties paid on entrance at Vene- 
zuela are refunded, and the declaration of the inten- 
dancy of 14th April, 1801, conformably to the royal 
order of 25th July, 1801; provided the merchandise 
has not changed its owner, and the re-exportation is 
not on account of a new purchaser. 

• d. According to the decl^:atioi| of the intendancy, 
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dated 10th December, 1795, the provisioas of ves* 
sels pay the same duties as if they inade part of ibe 
cargoes. 

6- Salted or dried meat, tallow and sugar, if they 
are not to leave the district, pay the duties of entrance 
and departure, established with regard to provinces 
under the jurisdiction of the intendancy. But when 
they are exported beyo;id the limits of the district^ 
the duties of the land alcavala, of the corso, and of 
the consulate, must be paid ; besides one per cent 
on sugar, to make up the complement of six- per cent. 
tp which that article is subject, according to the decla- 
ration of the intendancy of 28th June, 1799. 

7. The rum of Venezuela, having paid the royal 
duty established in the provinces, has neither royal 
nor municipal duty to pay on entrance or departiu*e. 
But rum which comes fh>m places not dependent on 
the intendancy, must pay all the duties imposed on 
other produce, according to the ports from which it 
arrives; with the addition of one dollar royal duty fwr 
each barrel of twenty-six flaggons, according to the 
decree of the intendancy of 22d June, 1799. 

8. Salt from the pits to windward of Guayra, pays 
only the royal duty established at one dollar per 
quintal, half payable at the moment of collecting it, 
and the other half at its introduction. The salt from 
the pits situate to leeward, pays only the al^vala of 
their sale, notwithstanding that, by decree of the in- 
tendancy, dated 26th June, 1799, the general custom 
observed on this article, was ordered to be followed 
In the ports of the district. 
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PrtnAnets cfMarm:dibo, Cumana, and Guiana. 
On departttre^ 

{.tm" iii larger or tmaUer porU of different Spanuk fonemons.J 

Corw, • i- « • 2 per cent. 
Consulate^ -^ - ^ 1 

On Entrance. 

(for the larger ports. J 

These duties are the same with those paid in the 
ports of Venezuela; but seq the first article of tlic 
following observations^ 

fFor the smaller.J 

Corso, - - - * 2 per cent. 
' ' Consulate, • - - 1 

Ohservatiom. 

1, The officers of the customs have inquired of the 
intendant whether tfie productions of the larger ports 
ttHSt pay ofl their entrance into t!ie smaller ports the 
Toyal duties established for the reciprocal commerce 
^ tlie Spanish American continent. His decision has 
not been received. If it be in the affirmative, they 
must conform to the regufetion established for diffe- 
rent objects, as mentioned in the fifth article of the 

.4 ^ 
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preceding observationsi and in the third of those on 
the commerce of Spain with Venezuela. 

2. Since mules, horses, cattle and sheep pay only 
foUi* per cent, in lieu of the almoxarifazgo, as has 
been already said; and as the almoxarifazgo is a royal 
duty, ft has also been inquired whether the expor- 
tation for the smaller ports can be made without pay- 
ment of royal or municipal duties; the question is 
still undecided. 

3. The remarks concerning salt and riim in the 
seventh and eighth articles of the preceding observa- 
tions, extend also to exports and imports made by the 
ports of Cumana, Maracaibo, and Guiana. 

4k Here refer to the arrangements contained in the 
second article of the preceding observations on the 
produce of Varinas. 

5. The provisions of vessels are considered, with 
respect to duties, as making part of the cargoes. 



Statement of royal and municipal duties paid at the 
ports toithin the district of the intendancy of Ca- 
raccasyfor commerce permitted in time of peace 
ijoith foreign colonies. , 

On Departure^ 

list. On condition of bringing Blach* 

AliAoxarifaigo, * * - 5 per cent* 

CorsOy • - "^ - ' 2 

• Conaolate, ^ ' • - 3 

Vol. IL r 
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2d» On condition of bringing Gqld^ Siher, implewMii •f J^ricmU 
iurt^ and Plantation utcnsilt. 

Altnoxaxifazgo, - ^ - - 15 per cent* 

Corso^ - - - , 2 

Consulate, - - - 3 

3<^. Ejsporf oflAVt Stock J to bring in return Negroei, or Money, 



Almoxarifa^gOy . • • 5 per ceuU 

Corso^ - - - • 2 

{For a mule or horse, - ) 

do. cattle or sheep, ? 1 

For other articles, • 3 



^h Export ofTAve Stocky on condition cf bringing in return wi- 
pkmcnts of Agriculture^ and household utefuih* 

Almoxarifazge, * - - 15 per cient* 

Corso, - - - - 2 

r For a mule or horse, - 1 

Consulate, < do. cattle or sheep, • 1 

l^For other articles, - ,3 

OfiMnirunQe. 

1. Negroes pay neither royal nor municipal duty 
on entrance : see, however, the first,- third and fourth 
articles of the followm|[ obs^rvatiGps, 

2. Gold and silver pay nothing on theif entrance ; 
other articles pay : 

Almoxarifazgo, .. . u 15 percent* 

Cor9o, ... . 2 . 

Consulate, - • • • 3 . 

3. The introduction of negroes^ gold^ ajp4 fiilverj, 
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k exeirtpt froin all duties:' see artibfe ^^ 3d, and 

4th, of thd FoUovTing observations. 

4; impfements of agriculture, cylinders, and plan-^ 

tation utensils pay : 

Almoxatifazgo, - - - 15 per cfent 

Cofso; - - ^ r ^ 

C&flsuleit!^ - 7 - . 5 

Vhsenations. 

1. when pi'oducjB is exported under coiidition of 
bringing negroes in return, but from the impractica- 
bility of procuring them iti foreign colonies, its value 
has been returned in gold or silver, nine per Cent. 

. almoxarifazgo is paid, to make tip the complement 
of fifteen per cent r whicli should have been paid on 
departure. If, in place of blacks, the value of the 
cargo has been employed in procuring implements of 
kgriculture and plantation utensils, all the royal and 
municipal duties established on the entrance of these 
articles must be paid in addition. 

2. When the produce of animals exported under 
Condition bf returning negroes has befen brought in 
gold or silver, the difference of almoxarifazgo that 
ivould otherwise have been paid at departure, is npt 
Exacted; But if the return is made in implements of 
agriculture or household utensils, the difference is 
exacted, which is ten per cent, more than the duties 
imposed on these articles at their entrance. 

3. If part of the proceed^ of animals or produce 
exported on condition of i*eturnipg negroes, has been 
femployed in purchase of a ves3el, under the permis* 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



100 

sion of the intendant for her introduction, the differ- 
ence of almoxarifazgo is collected only on the value 
of the produce, and not of the other articles. This is 
estimated in proportion to the sum exported, with 
\^ch the sum employed in the purchase corresponds, 
taking the dollar of the colonies for the Spanish dol- 
lar. The vessel is entirely exempt from royal and 
municipal duties, by an order of the king, dated July 
the 25th, 1794. 

4« Though a person should show that he has em- 
ployed a part of the sum in repairing his vessel, or 
in defraying the expences of his crew„ the supple- 
ment of duty is still exacted. No exemption is per- 
mitted but for expences of absolute necessity, such 
as the maintenance of the captain, storage, commis- 
sions, and others of a similar nature. 

5. All provisions embarked for the support of the 
crew, and of passengers, are subject to the same royal 
and municipal duties as if they were part of the 
cargo, according to the declaration of the intendant, 
dated June 28, 1799. 

6. Sugar embarked for the colonies pays only the 
municipal duties of corso, and of the consulate, with 
one per cent, land alcavala, to complete the amount 
of six per cent, agreeably to the same declaration. 

7. Some officers of the custom-house demanded 
of the intendancy whether the royal cedule of the 
24th November, 1791, which permits the free intro- 
duction of negroes both to foreigners and Spaniards, 
should be regarded as ceasing to operate after die 
21st December, 1797. The superior assembly of the 
finances decreed, on the 20th February, 1800, that 
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the cedule preserves its validity with respect to Spa- 
niards ; but that, according to the decision of his 
Catholic Majesty, foreigners must pay all the royal 
and municipal duties imposed on other articles, 
which make part of the coinmerce permitted with 
slrangersL 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE ADMINISTRATION OH THE REVENUE ANJ 
THE TAXES, 



A fummary view of the finances of the provinces of Caraccas — ^Thc esublishni«i^ 
of tht office of comptroller or intendant — ^The governor of each province — Hi^ 
deputy — Hi» duties and prerogatives— ' Ike superior officers of the custom* 
house — ^The court pf accounts— The supreme chamber of finance — ^Th^ taxes— 
Puty of the alcayala — Of the almoxarifazgo, armada, and armadilla — Of the 
consular* und anchoiage — Of the approvechamientos rum or (afia — Customs of 
the like— Pulperiasor Hcences to retail liquor— Compositions, or sales of land— ^ 
Confirmations of land — Fermage or rents of land — Passage boats on the river 
Apiue — ^Lances, or tax on titles — ^Demi-annates of officers-— Royal ninths — 
Indian tribute — ^Venal offices— Stamped paper — Estrays — Fifths of mines— 
^ospiul taoney — Salt - works — Restitutions — ^Confiscations — ^Rpyal tithes—^ 
Corso — Guarapo and cock fights — Fines and amercements — Vacant successions — 
Ecclesiastical mesadas — ^Vacant benefices — ^Papal bulls — ^The general bull for the 
living^— The bull fdT eating milk — The bull for the dead^-The bull of compo^ 
tttioih— Rate of bulls— Monopoly of tobacco— Jlesult. ' .. « * 



Surnmary, of tM Jinances of the Provinces of 
Caraccas, 

From the particulars I have given in the prece:: 
ding chapter, of the languishing state of the pro* 
vinces of Caraccas, ev^n in the middle of the last cen- 
tury, the i;eader will not q^pect that the history of 
their finances should ascend to a very remote period, 
Mexico ^nd Peru, put of the vast extent of SpanisI^ 
domain, are the only portions which, since their dis- 
covery, have furnished a superabundance of wealth. 
Put of this surplus, after defraying the interior 
charges of administration, Spaii^ has always appro- 
priated a part in favour of those governments whose; 
|ocal resources are inadequate to their expence. The 
provinces of Terra-Firma were a tax upon Mexico, 
iintil a more acjive culture, and a people less ad^ 



Digiti 



ized.by Google 



105 

likted to illicit traile dnabled the exchequer to find 
within their Jimitd the means of dispensing with 
foreign aid. If this revolution in the treasury be not 
entirely owing to the company of Guipuscoa, it is at 
least during ite^ existence that it has begun to take 
effect, For, before the establishment of that society, 
Maracalbo, Caraccas, and Cumana received from 
Mexico a sum equivalent to two-thirds of their ex-* 
l^enditures, 

Mstablishment of the office of tntendant, or Comp' 
trotter^ in the Caraccas, 

In a country where finance was in its infancy its 
regulations could not but be simple. As the persons 
in office were few, their competitors were /ew also. 
In* the person of the captain-general, the unitecF 
powers of the civil and military administration were' 
concentrated. The increase of the receipts intimated^ 
that the' time was arrived when it was necessary to" 
give to the management of the publjp revenue a 
eystem more suitable to its importance. The num- 
ber of persons employed was necessarily augmented^ 
At length in 1777 they placed at the head of the* 
finances an intendant whose authority extends over 
Itie whole district of the captain-general. 

The Governors of the Provinces are his Deputies: 

Under the title of delegates of the intendant, the 
governors of the different provinces have continued 
to administer the public money within thefar respec- 
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tive jurisdictiQiis. They direct all the ordinary cx- 
pences, but without the concurrence of the intendant 
they are unable to audiorise any extraordinary expen- 
diture. They determine provisionally on all difficul- 
ties arising within their limits on the collection of 
duties^ with a nght of appeal to the intendant^ and 
upon condition^ in case none should be interposed^ of 
submitting the decision to his sanction. It is to him, 
also, that they transmit, at the expiration of each year, 
a general statement of their ^-eceipts and disburse- 
ments. 

The duties and pi^erogatixes of the Intendant. 

The intendant is totally independent of the other 
authorities. Every regulation which he may deem 
necessary or expedient for the interior government 
of the finances in his district, he has power to ordain. 
He is superior to every branch of the administration. 
No payment is made by the treasury of Caraccas with- 
out his order. To every office in the administration, 
which becomes vacant, he nominates provisionally. 
Those who behave improperly he removes at his plea* 
sure. He arraigns, tries and pronounces definitively 
upon ^11 nour-attendances or neglects. But if the of- 
fence be of such a nature as, on the merits, to admit 
of a reversal, he restores the person ad interimy (or 
iQ the meanwhije) and sends the proceedings to the 
king for his decision. The intendant continues in 
office five years. 

Litigated points, on every part of the administra- 
tion,*^ arc referred to a gentleman of the law> who en-. 
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joys the 'title of associate^ or lateral judge of the 
royal estates, or finances. On the conclusions of the 
solicitor of the exchequer, he parses his' decree; but 
k has no effect until signed by the intendant, who 
may, under his responsibility, pronounce a different 
sentence, or submit the pleadings to another profes- 
sional character for his opinion. Smuggling, and 
prize cases are also within the cognisance of the in- 
tendant, and determined in the same manner. 

The appeal from his judgment is to the supreme 
<;hamber of finance, of which I shall hereafter speak. 
At these times, instead of the in tendant, who on other 
occasions presides, the regent of audience fills the 
^hair. 

Agriculture, commerce and navigation are under 
the intendant's immediate patronage. It is to these 
tiiree grand sources of public prosperity that he is 
bound to direct his greatest care and attention. But 
with respect to agriculture he has no authority to 
make any regulation. His power is confined to trans* 
mitting to the king his observations on the measwes 
U> be adopted for its encouragement. 

In regard to commerce and navigation he is not 
thus restrained : for he may, without any responsi- 
bility, repress the abuses he perceives, or iss^e ordi- 
nances for improving their system. 

In constituting him president 6f the general assem* 
biy of the consulate, and judge of appeal from their 
sentences, it appears that the king intended he should 
possess a decided influence over those affairs which 

• .loiter all V assessor^ 
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fbrm the duties of this tribunal, created solely to 
give an impulse to excite industry and animate pur- 
suit m commercial and maritime operations. 

The town furnish^ a guard for the house of the 
inteiKiant, ^nd he receives from the military the ho^ 
jiours of a field-marshal, His fixed salary is, like 
(that of the captain-general, 9000 hard dollars a year, 
pis proportion of seizures for illicit trade find his 
pjhei: emoluments^ double that sum, 



Superior Officer a qf the Customs, 

\n all the principal custom-houses there are a cask^ 
ier, or contador, and treasurer, \yho be^r the title of 
iroyal officers, and whose duties are, with ve^ little 
variation, the same. The cashier keeps a separate 
register, which the treasurer is to subscribe, and not 
the cashier that which the treasurer also keeps. In 
the choice of apartments the law gives to the trea-? 
surer the |>reference, but he is obliged to reside in the 
house where the bank is kept. 

To air acts of office their joint names are required 
In case of sickness, absence, or any other impediment 
to one, the other signs alone, and his signature is 
valid provided he expresses the cause which has pre- 
vented his associate from subscribing. Each has a 
key of a different lock to the bank, so that one can- 
not open it without the concurrence of the other. 
They give security for their good conduct before theyi 
are permitted to enter upon the duties of their office, 
and every ten years the fortune of the surety is ex-» 
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fiti^ineA into anew. If it is supposed to be diminish* 
pd^ instead of suffering any doubts on its i^olidity tq 
jreniain, they demand a fresh security. 

Themselves, their wiyes, and their children are pror 
hibited ftom possessing mine9> plantations, or eng^T 
fiig in any species of commerce. The la^ has been 
so careful lest the intimacy of their acqiaaintance 
ijaight expose their delicacy, that it forbid^ them 
p be accompanied in festivals or public ceremo? 
fties by any person whatsoever^ excepting their 
servants, under a penalty of fifteen gold crowns 
from the individual, an^ ten |:housand maravedii^ ^ 
from the officer^ 

To avoid connivances destructive to this liability^ 
livery royal officer who marries the relation of hi» 
poUeague forfeits his place. The mere proposition^^ 
ivhether written or verbal, incurs the penalty. 

At the same time that the law has taken all the 
precautions -it could devise to restrain in the royal 
pfficer every indinatipn to waste or neglect, it has 
f(^igned to him, in the hierarchy, of constituted au 
^horities, a distinguished place, capable of fixing - 
upon him the public respect. In all processions and 
other grand ceremonies the royal officers K^nk imme^ 
diately after the cmitadorcs dc cuentas, who walk and 
take their seats next to the audience. They comr 
municate directly with the intendant, and submit to . 
|iim all thei|! doubts. Every month they send him a 
phprt statement of their circumstances, and. once a 
year they transmit their g?n€a:al accounts. 
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Cou7^ of Accounts, 

The accounts of the several custom-houses and 
receivers are subject to the revision and controul of a 
tribunal^ which is denominated de cuentas, or of ac- 
counts. It is composed of two officere, under the ti- 
de of contadores mat/ores, or chief auditors, with a 
salary of 3000 hard dollars a piece. All accounts, 
before they can be sent to Spain, must be verified by 
them. They compel the different administrators of 
the revenue to make good the amount of all money 
paid on insufficient orders, or not collected according 
to the rate* of duty imposed. They order likewise 
restitution from him who has taken too much. In a 
word, they regulate questions of account in every 
jpoirit. Their jurisdiction is co-extensive with that of 
the intendant 

Supreme Chamber of Finance. 

An appeal lies from the decisions of the court of 
accounts, and intendant, to a supreme chamber of 
finance, of which he is the president. The other. 
members are the regent of the audience, the solicitor 
iof the exchequer, ^ the most ancient contador of ac- 
counts, and either the treasurer or cashier of the trea- 
sury, according as one or ,the other may be the oldest. 
Those persons whose sentences are appealed from, 
withdraw. Their places are filled by their colleagues, 
and those of the next inferior rank. 

After this succinct description of the adminisU'ative 
authorities in the provinces of Caraccas, one would be 

4 
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naturally induced to believe that the manajgement df 
its finance was perfectly simple^ and in the hands of a 
few ; but, to prevent all ibiijconception on this sub- 
ject, it would be difficult to find a part of the world, 
excepting Spain, in which the persons employed in 
collecting the taxes are, in proportion to the amount 
of the public revenue, so very numerous. 

Taxes, 

The theory and articles of taxation are in Spanish 
America nearly the same as in the mother country^, 
The poll and land tax are unknown; but the treasury 
recompenses itself under so many various denomi- 
nations, that we are at a loss to determine whether we 
should most admire the ingenuity of the exchequer, 
or the resignation of the people. The exemption, 
from colonial taxes the Spanish colonists are unable 
to appreciate, because the law has removed from them 
the afflicting picture which in France its ancient mode 
of collection presented. In the Spanish government 
the taxes fall only on profit or rent.* 

Let us examine their natiu-e, beginning with that 
of the alcavala, as being the most ancient and most. 
productive of any. 

Of the Alcavala. 

This tax^wa^ granted to the kings of Spain in the 
year 1343 as a supply towards the expences of the war 
against the Moors, and particularly for the conquest 
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bf" Alg^iras. At first the gift i^'as limited td ihreS 
yeitrs; after which it was prolonged, even subsequent 
to Algesiras being in the power of Spain. It was ori-^ 
ginally five jper centi By a decree made at Bengos 
in 1366 it was augmented to ten per cent. This how- 
ever was but a temporary act. There never hasr 
been> at least t have never seen, Jlny national or royal 
edict ordaining its perpetual collection. It has n6 
other sanction than the tacit consent of the natioiv 
who, having never objected to its collection, arcf 
thought to have classed it among those imposts the 
sovereign is authorised to levy for the defence and 
tranquillity of the state; In other respects, the ques- 
tion whether it be or be not due, would be so much 
the more idle, as an existence of five centuries has 
given it a character of legality which the most subtle 
reasonings Cannot destroy. It is then at this day a 
riglit of the king absolutely annexed to the royal do^ 
main. What ancient duty can shew a more respectable 
origin ? The gabelle, a tax upon salt only, was estab- 
lished, but for a time, under Philip the Long. The 
taille^ or land-tax arose from the project of a second' 
crusade formed by Saint Loiiis, and was to cease aftei* 
the expedition. Aids were in the beginning nothing 
but voluntary tributes o( the subject to his king, or* 
of the vassal to his lord in circumstances of pressing 
necessity. Philip of Valois, being compelled td 
maintain a war against the English, was the fim irfid 
rendered them obligatory. The capitation or poll-tax 
was introduced into France the 16thof Januai^, 1695^ 
only for a temporary supply towards the war which 
was terminated by the treaty of Ryswiek. At Ae 
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pt&ce it ^fftis afcolisliecl, but re-established in ItlO 6ii 
account of the war for the Spanish siiec^ssioft^ and 
has experienced no, other variatiol^i than in »lhe pfo* 
gression of its rate. This species of lure which gt)* 
vemments are so often obliged to use, is occasioned 
only by -the reluctance of tte citizen to part with ^ 
portion of hi^ property to enable the government td 
secure to him the residue. On his part^ this reluct* 
ance arises from a wish to enjoy the advantages^ of 
society without contributing to its expences. There- 
fore^ as soon as a tax^ supported by some powerful 
reason which no one calls in question, is favourably 
received by those who pay it, instead of allowing di^ 
effect to cease with, the cause, it is found more easy 
and politic to naturalise the impost to which the sub* 
ject is reconciled, than to offer him another which, 
lk)wever warrantable its object, he would reject or 
pay with discontent, without recollecting that the new 
duty is nq more than a compensation for the one sup- 
press. But this is a digression from the alcavala. 

Several authors have examined whether this tax, 
imposed for carrying on a war against the Moors, 
mi^t l^ally be established in America where suck 
a cause could never exist; but, as they speak of a 
Aing determined in ikct, and not merely projected, 
they have pronounced in the aflirmative. ^ For,** 
says Bskk), one of the examiners, '^ the duty of iha 
^ dkavala, being recognized by the laws of tte king*- 
'^ dwn, mar unqfuestionaHy, without any new grant, 
f be immediately csfaMished in all possessions sub-« 
** Kqtusnfty adnexed to the Sptoiadv empire/' The 

kttig9 of l^paun, however, have nevet exacted Ae 
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alcaVftla in their iidw dominions, until a long timcaf* 
ter their conquest. The royal edict/ by which it wad 
established in Mexico, bears date in 1574, and thai 
extending this regulation to Peru in 1591: To ren-» 
der its collection more easy, it was at first fixed at tw<y 
per cent. It has since been augmented in proportion 
to the necessities of the state and the subfnissidn of 
the people. 

In Terra Firma it was for a long time at two per 
cent.; about fifty years ago they raised it to five^ 
This increase was occasioned by an insurrection which 
took place at that time against the company of Gui- 
puscoa. From this occurrence, it was thought ne- 
cessary to entrust the garrison of Caraccas to troops ^ 
of the line, whom the country were to pay by means 
of the alcavala. 

This tax is collected on every thing which is sold^ 
whether moveable or immoveable, and is rigorously 
exacted at every sale and resale. An estate, on change 
of owner by transfer for a valuable consideration, is 
charged with five per cent, of the purchase-money. A 
bundle of fire-wood pays the same duty, but in kind. 
Every species of merchandise, territorial production^ 
animals, poultry, eggs, vegetables, grass^ fodder, Ac. 
is subject to this, impost the moment it is expose4 for 
sale. Retail dealera compound for it. ' Every year x 
valuation is made of the stock, and they calculate five 
per cent, on the presumed sale. Whether the trader^ 
business be in the course of the year great or little> 
the composition is invariably enforced. * 

111 a country where the transactions of civil life wire 
more brisk, the exdiequer wouldj in a short ttacie, eri- 
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tirely al)6oi'b die wealth df the community^ and reduce 
the people to the necesisity of renouncing all com- 
merce^ enterprise and speculation ; but> thanks to the 
local indolence of CaraccaSi the atcavala takes from 
the whole government only about 400^000 hard dol-* 
lars a year* 

There is p^d also^ on entering and clearing from 
the ports> a tax which is called the maritime alcavala. 
tt is only four, instead of five per cent* It'produced 
irons these provinces in 1793> 150^862 hard dollars ; 
in 1794, 151,408; in 1795, 105,351 ; in 1796, 130,644, 
and in 1797, only 10,S48, because in this last year 
maritime commerce was almost entirely suspended. 



. The Spaniards coitectly assiihilate this duty to that 
which the Latins denominated portoriaim, frpm it« 
being collected only on what is^^ shipped or landed; 
that is to say, on entering and clearing! Amongst 
the Romans it amounted to the eighth part of the ar- 
ticle on which it was levied. At the first discovery 
of America it was fixed at fifteen per cent, on all that 
went from Spain to the West Indies. They often ex- 
empt, for a time or indefinitely, countries the con- 
quest of which they are about to attempt. But,^ by 
degrees, it has been uiiiversally established. (See, 
for its rate and manner of collection, the account of 
taxes inserted at the end of chapter viii. ) It jiro^luced 
in 1797 throughout the whole extent of the intendan- 
cy of Caraccas, 187^7«7 hatd dollars. 
Vpt. II. J 
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Armada atid Armadilla^ 

This term which, in its present acceptation, signi- 
fies a navy, became the denomination of a tax estab- 
lished to supply the expense of government vessels, 
vhich it was necessary to maintain on the coasts of 
Spanish America, to protect them from the insults of 
pirates, who, as they met with' no opposition, could 
easily make incursions. Some time after, this defence 
was committed to small armed vessels, better adapted 
to keep the coast, and run into the ports and shipping 
places. This afforded the opportunity of establishing 
an additional impost, known by the name ofarrhadilla^ 
a diminutive of armada. Pirates have long ceased 
to infest these coasts, yet the tax destined to repel 
them exists and probably will exist until the total 
subversion of the present system of finance, which 
it is very possible may endure for some ages yet to 
come. 

The receipts from the first of these impositions 
amounted in 1797 to 15,415 hard dollars; those e^ 
the armadilla to 25,S88 ; but they frequently rise to 
double. They are collected at the maritime custom* 
houses. 

• Duties of the Consulate and Anchsruge. 

These are received at the anaritime custom boiiM^ 
and their product is accounted for to the consulate, 
for the payment of its oflBcers, and to employ the^iwp- 
plus in whatever agriculture and commerce may re- 
quire; (3ee, the article Consulate^ in chapter viii.J 
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AfTovechanilentos. 

This signifips improvements. The sums which 
surpass the estimate iqade of things belonging to the 
king pior to their sa|e or disposition^ ao^ named 
aprovechamientos. For this pncpose they t>pen an 
account in the treasuries ii) which they credit for 
the excess beyond tlie price estii^ated^ or value as* 
signed to the article^ and debit for the? djeficiency. For 
example ; goods seized in contraband trade being fimt 
valued and then sold> fiimish to this account the dif« 
ferenpe between the product of the sale, and the pre* 
vious estimation. So the stampefl paper yrhich re- 
mains on hand after the two years for, which it is in 
forced or thfe excess disposed of, is entered. It is plain 
that the Spanish government means by aprovecha^ 
mientos, that which a merchant comprdiends in the 
account he opens to profit and loss. The balance of 
the aprovechamientos, in favour of the bank was, in 
1797, 1970 hard dollars. It rarely exceeds 3000, 

Tafias. 

The Spanish government obliges all distillers of 
Tafia to pay one hard dollar per barrel weighing one 
quintal It amounted in 1797 to 32^091 hard dollars,^ 

Aduanas de la laguna. 

By this appellation is understood a paltry tax col* 
lected on the lake Maracaibo. In 1793, it produced 
3867 hard dollars ; in 179*, 31 ; and the three fol- 
lowing^ years nothing. 

i2 
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Pufyericui 

Those shops in which inebriating Itquors fonti (he 
basb of their stock/ are named jpufprrias. A certaii> 
sum per annum is paid for permission to carry on 
this branch of trade. For the first licence the pul- 
perias in the principal cities pay thirty hard dollars; 
those in the country according to their presumed sale^ 
Their subsequent annual payments are considerably 
Mtm; but this tax affords no dispensaticm from the 
alcavala; they compound for that be^des. The duty 
on piUperias amounted in 1797 to 29^989 hard dollars* 
Its ordinary product is frcm 25 to SO diousand. 

Composttion of lands. 

We have already mentioned^ in the VH. chapter, 
that grants of lands in the Spanish Indies are not 
made gratis, as in our colonies^ They are put up al 
auction^ and decreed to the highest bidder. It is the 
produce of these sales which in the language of 
finance is denominated composicion de tierras.-^ 
Lands which from their situation could excite com* 
position having been a long time since granted out, 
the receipts produced from this kind of sale are con- 
sequently of but little importance. In fact they 
were in 1797 only 5859 hard dollars, the preceding 
year they amounted to 14,423. 

Confirmation of lands. 

Independent of the price of the lands, it is ncces^ 
sary, in order to be the legal proprietor, that the con* 



Digitized by 



Google 



117 

tirma^tion of the intendanc who delivers the originai 
title deeds should be obtained. For this there is paid 
m duty, which is called cot^rmacion dc tierras; in 
it produced 3566 hard dollar. 

Renits 4if kmds^ 

These are die rents of lands 4>elonging tx> the king^ 
They aire confined to the environs of Vjarinas^ and 
commonly feom 30 to 40 hard dollars a year. 

Ferry boat on the river A'gure. 

The rent of this boat, the proceeds of which are 
paid into the coffers of the king, are about 300 hard 
dollars per annum. 

Lancen. 

The titles of marquis, count, viscount, orbaron^ arc 
granted by the king to every Spaniard who is willing 
to sacrifice a part of his fortune to give his descend* 
ants a rank which he has more than once blushed not 
to have received from his ancei^tors. Exclusive of the 
great court patronage which it is requisite to employ^ 
and pay well, die king demands a dirept fine of 
10,000 hard dollars. He contents himself, however, 
with the annual interest, if the titled personage does 
not prefer redeeming it by payment of the principal, 
and it is this interest which is termed the duty of the 
lances. Its ammmt increases the annual public reve* 
fiue #x)m 3 to 4Q0O bard dol}ai^ 
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Dtmi-annates of offices. 

By demiTann^tes of c^ces, is understood the moiety 
^^- ' of the yearly product of all places whatsoever, which 

^'^ the office is bound to pour into the treasury of the 

king. In the judicial and administrative department 
it is paid but once. He who is promoted to a situa- 
tion mfore lucrative, pays'the demi-annate of the sur- 
plus of his appointment; and if it be titular, the 
moiety of what it is valued at per annum. Dignities 
purely honorary pay in the same manner. Magistrates 
chosen annually are rated at 6f dollans. Honours, 
superior to that actually discharged, pay a demi-an- 
nate,, which is assessed by the council of the Indies. 
All places of new creation are exempted* 

The Royal Ninths, 

Are the portion which the king reserves out of the 
tithes, By the bull of Alexander the VI. die kings 
of Spain acquired ecclesiastical dominion in the West^ 
Indies, upon condition of making a conquest of the 
country^ and propagating the faith within it. In vir- 
tue .of this grant, Ferdinand and Isabella, by a royal 
^ict of the 5th of October, 1501, established tithes 
in all their American possessions. Their product 
was at first devoted to constructing churches, support- 
ing them, paying those who officiated; in a word, to 
whatever relates to the catholic worship. Charles Ac 
Vth. on the 3d of February, 1541, ordained, that the 
procetids of the tithes should be divided into four 
parts^ of which one should |>e appropriated io th^ 
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Mishap, another to tlie chapter 16 ht divided accord- 
ing^ to its dignitaries, and that oirt of the other two, 
they i^ionkl trice two ninths firf the king, three for 
the foundation of churches and hospitals, and the re- 
maining four ninths for paying curates and other 
officiating ecclesiastics. Time has induced no other 
change in this regulation than that of uniting to th^ 
four-ninths of the moiety of the tithes, the three- 
nindis reserved for the construction of churches and 
ho^taLs, because places of worship being sufficiently 
numerous, they now scarcely ever speak of erecting 
others. 

The bishop and chapter have the direction of the 
tithes so long as they are adequate to their mainte- 
nance, and the king is not obliged to furnish any sup- 
ply from his coffi?rs; but they cannot be leased ex- 
cej)t before the royal officers, and an oidor in those 
places where a royal audience is held:, and even 
then the decree for that purpose is only on condition 
that the highest bidding lessee shall pay directly and 
personally to the royal officers the two-ninths coming 
to the king. Tithes are paid by all persons, and on 
every product of the land. It is but five per cent, 
on sugar, cofTee], indigo, and other commodities, 
which require, before they leav^ the country, a costly 
process to give them the form of commercial articles. 
But it is rigorously ten per cent, on cocoa, cotton^ 
grain, seeds, cassava, lambs, kids, pigs, fowls, green 
geese, milk, butter, cheese, wool, veal, colts, mules, 
asses, garden produce, honey, wax, swarms of bees, 
grapes> olives, and all sorts of frtiits excepting pine 
apples. 
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The amount of the tithes has ^leccteanly followed 
the progress of cul^ivatioh. They did not assume 
any settled condition in the provinces of Caraccas till ' 
^fter the establishment of the company of Guipuscoa^ 
because before that time the articles which were car-* 
ried to the Dutch of Curasao, or which they came in 
quest of^ paid no more tithes to the church, than taxes 
to the king. 

In 1734 the rents of the tithes of the bishop of 
Garaccas, who then possessed one-third mor^ extent 
of territory than he now has, amounted to 

89,37^ bard dollar^t 
In J 735 to r • 92,872 

)73QtQ « • 100,148 

1737 tQ T r 96y7H 

1738 to f m 91,33$ 

But through the whole intf ndancy of Caraccas, the 
tithes have arisen 



1 



1793 tp 




T 


' 309,34? feard dollars, 


179* to 




• 


323,30^ 


1795 to 




» 


338,57i 


1796 to 




• 


308,682 


1797 to 




• 


300,573 



Which gives, on an average, for each year, 316,214 

To which sum there inay be lidded twenty* 
five per cent, for the expences of manage** 
ment and emoluments of the farmerS| 79,058 

So that the tithes yield per appum, ^95,^68 hard doUii 

Indian TribuH^ 

This is a species of capitation imposed on the civir 
Ji?:ed Indiani^^ from eighteen U^ fifty y^ars of ?ige. ^ I 
have had occasion to speak of it in the chapter ooni* 
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cerning the Indians, to which I refer the reader* 
Thii3 tax, badly collected, and still worse paid, pro- 
duces annually, from the entire district of the inten- 
dant of Caracc^^ deducting charges of collection, no 
more than from 35. to 30,000 hard dollars. Tl>e 
amount is applied to paying the salaries of the 
preachers of the faith, and is received by the royal 
treasury, which satisfies the preachers, keeps (he smv 
plus, or makes up the deficiency, 

Venai Offices, 

In America, as in Spain, the king sells all offices 
in the common council, excepting those of the two 
idcades, who are annually elected. Notaries, attor* 
pies, receivers of the audience, assessors, tax-gather- 
crs, &c. are obliged, in order to obtain their com^ 
inissions, to pay a fine in proportion to the ^alue of 
their situations, which t^e royal officers are authorised 
to settle* 

Originally, places were bought only for the life of 
the nominee. But by an edict of the 14th Decerar 
ber, 1606, the incumbent was allowed to sell his ap- 
pointment provided that on the first resignation the 
person in whose favour it was made should perform 
the duties of his office for one half of the emolumentar 
annexed to it; and that on all ulterior resignations, 
they should be discharged for one third of the value 
at the time of sale. 

The conditions to render the purchase valid werc^ 
that the resignee should live twenty days after the 
^le; that he shooild possess the talents and <][u^ifica* 
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. tiohs necessary for the due performance of all the 
duties of his office, and that he should within seventy 

^ days present his title deed- to the audience or politi- 
cal governor, in order to be put into possession. It 
is requisite moreover to obtain, within the first four 
years of exercising the purchased office, the confirma- 
tion of the king, for ^hich a duty is paid that goes 
to the account of the venal offices. The produce of 
this branch of revenue is reduced in the provinces of 
Caraccas from 6 to 8000 hard dollars a year. 

Stamped Paper. 

By a royal. ordinance of the 28th December, 1638> 
stamped paper was established in the Spanish posses^ 
sions in America on the same footing as in the mother 
country. All agreements, public acts, and judicial 
proceedings have from that time been required to be 
on stamped paper. The quality of this paper is in- 
famous; scarcely better than common drafting paper. 
It is sent every year from Spain ready stamped, with 
an inscription at Ae head, designating the two year& 
it is to be in force; for after that it is null and void. 
It is replaced by other paper, which the mother coun- ^ 
try takes care to send in advance. When war, or 
other occurrences prevent the receiving of new stamps 
in tlue time, the governments prolong the validity of 
those, which would otherwise be of no effect. 

There are four sorts of stamped paper, or, rather, 

four stamps of different prices. On the highest the 

* written the deeds, titles, permissions and pardons 

granted by the viceroys, presidents, audiences, cpints 
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of accounts, governors, captains-genetal, andallotiier 
ministers of justice, JBut if the instrument cannot be 
contained in^a single sheet, the rest is written ou 
stamps of the third quality. The highest stamps cost 
six hard dollars the sheet. 

Stamped paper of the second class' is used for all 
sortitf of contracts, wills, and transactions before nota- 
ries. The first sheet only is required to be of the full 
price; the others may b* <>f the third. Each sheet 
<)f the second class of stamped paper costs one hard 
dollar and a half. 

Stamped paper' of the third quality is applied to 
every thing done in course of law before the viceroys, 
chancellors, audiences, and all other judges or tribu^ 
nals. But^ for copies, it is necessary that the first 
«heet be on a stamp of the second class; the rest may 
l>e on .conmion paper. The price of a sheet of 
stamped paper of the third quality is half i dollar. 

Paper of the fourth class is destined to official dis- 
patches, and writings presented by paupers or Indians. 
Each sheet of this costs the sixteenth of a hard dollar^/ 

The annual receipts from stamped paper in the in- 
tendancy of Caraccas amount to from 20 to 25,000 
hard dollars. It was formerly much more. A proof 
that the passion for litigation begins to decrease. 

Estraj/s. 

These are those personal things which are either 
strayed or lost, the real proprietor of which is un- 
known- Whoever finds them is obliged to surrender 
riiem to the solicitor of the exchequer, who is bound 
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to keep them for a year, after which they belong to. 
the king. But even after the expiration of this pe- 
riod the owner is admitted to make his claim. If the 
court declares it to be well founded, he is restored to 
possession on paying costs of keeping, maintenance 
and suit. Estrays almost always consist of animals or 
run away slaves, taken up by the armed power of the 
country. It seems that, among the Spaniards, the 
master takes good care of his property, or that what 
he loses, is lost as well to the revenue as the pro- 
prietor, for this species of resource amounts to only 
from 3 to 400 hard dollars a year. 

^\fth of the Mines, 

In the provinces of Caraccas there is not one mine 
of gold or silver fit to be worked; there is but one of 
copper, from which the part that ought to be drawn 
is never received. Its product i$ to the exchequer 
%o trifling that there are years in which it does not 
exceed 40 hard dollars. 

Ifoepital Money f 

Is the reserve which is made from the pay of sol- 
diers when they are in the hospital. It in general 
amounts to from 4 to &000 hard dollars per annum, 

Salt Works, 

All salt proceeding from the salt works situated on 
the eastern coast of Caraccas pays to the king one 
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hard dollar for every quintal introduj^ed into the pro* 
vioce of Vehezuela. The annual amount reaches 
from 13 to 14,000 Hsnd dollars. 

Restitutions. 

The Spanish confessors make a restitution of duties 
defrauded from the king an essential condition of 
absolution*. For this head, there is in the treasury a 
register devoted solely to the entry of sums restored. 
It is true that, if we compare what is restored with 
the amount of frauds committed, we shall perceive 
that this mode is not very efficacious; for, of more 
than 400,000 hard dollars of which the revenue is 
defrauded every year, not more than 500 are restored. 
1 ought, however, to the praise of Spanish consciences, 
to acknowledge, that there is not a year in which the 
Easter confessions do not, among private pereons,. 

• Were absolutions granted on no other condition than that 
of making a recompence, the Roman Catholic Church would be 
perhaps, in this respect at least, more conducive to moral be* 
haviour than any other system of established worship; but when 
the absolution is accorded without any compensation for the 
offence, and the mere confession deemed of efficacy to obtam 
forgiveness and purification from sin, there does not, perliaps, 
exist a system so destructive of every moral duty as that of tb^ 
Romish church. Let it iiiipress as much as it will on the mind 
of the penitent the necessity of absolution, but let iJT annex to 
it, amends for injuries offered and crimes committed; then, per- 
haps, even on earth half the will of Heaven will be fulfilled* 
But when pardon is granted on the word of confession. aIone» 
I fear we neither create in the sinner the emotions of a contrite 
heart, nor rectify the feelings we propose to af^end« . . 
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incluce exemplary restitutions. The confessor him- 
self is most frequently the channel through which 
the stolen goods return to theur lawful master. The 
name of the penitent, and the circumstances of the 
theft, rest in silence. It is left to him that receives^ 
to divine. 

CoT\fiscations. 

The king receives from all goods confiscated on 
account of illicit trade, the duties which the com- 
modity would have paid on importation or exporta- 
tion. The article forfeited is then divided between 
the informer, if any, the intendant, the council of 
ihe Indies, the captors and the kingi 

Royal Tithes, 

Are the entire amount of the tithes of Guitoa and 
Cumana: the whole of which is paid into the trea- 
sury of the king. The bishops, whose tithes are re- 
ceived by his majesty, are called bishops of the ttear 
sury; such is that of Guiana These tithes amount 
to from 20 to ,25,000 hard dollars a year. 

The Cono. 

This is denominated the duty which is paid on en«- 
tering and clearing from the sea ports. Its produce 
is applied to the support of vessels employed in pre- 
venting contraband trade. It ordinarily yields 150,000 
hard dollars j^r annum. 
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Guarapos and Game Cocks. 

Guarapo is an intoxicating liquor made from the 
fermentation of coarse sugar and water. It is in ge* 
neral use throughout Terra-Firma* The Indians aiKl 
negroes prefer it to the best wine. Those who sell 
it must have a licence from the &rmer of the tax,- 
for which they pay. 

Cock-fights, so much in vogue among the Spanish, 
form also a branch of the public revenue. The ex- 
clusive privilege of the pit destined for this enter- 
tainment, is rented on account of the king. In each 
town there is but one. All persons are prohibited 
from fighting cocks in any other place than that which 
is appointed for the purpose by the farmer. The 
proceeds from farming the guarapos and cock-fight^ 
are for the maintenance of the hospital of St. Lazarr 
rus at Caraccas. 

Fines and Amercements. 

These are the penalties imposed by the courts of 
justice, Notwithstanding the multitude of suits, very* 
few penalties are seen to increase the royal treasury^ 

Vacant Successions. 

In our colonies, successions to persons who die 
intestate, and without any known relations, were 
much mere frequent than among the Spaniards, whq, 
established in America from fatlier to son^ have at* 

■ 5 
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tvays on the spot one to whom the law decrees ihs 
property that is left. On the other hairf, the inhi* 
bition of settling in the Spanish dominions^ imposed 
6n strangers, contributes to render vacant inhcti- 
tances vei^ nufe. If, by chancey one should fall in, if 
is alwajrs of very little iitiportance, and cah {nroceed 
diily from some European whom death has surprised 
ki the short abode he intended to make in America. 

Ecclesiastical Mesadas. 

Under fhb denomination is understood tlie amount 
of the first month which the rectors pay after their 
nomination. A valuation is made of what the living 
produces, and the solicitor of the exchequer receives 
from the clergyman the twelfth part of the erilimate^ 
The bishops also pay this duty, the total of which the 
king reserves for the service of Spain« 

Demi'-Ecclesiastical Annates^ 

Are the six month's ^proceeds which the canons and 
prebendaries pay out of the revenues of their bene* 
fices. This duty is likewise one of those the amount 
of which is destined to be remitted to Spain« in the 
same manner as that which follows. 

Mqjor and Minor Vacancies^ 

The treasury receives the rents of vacant bishop*^ 
rics and canonries^ untU the new dignitary is in. good 
and lawful possession. These funds serve to pay 
missionaries^ to aid the widows of officers who have 
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fio claim to pensions, and other objects of piety j Aid 
Surplus is ireniitted to Spain. 

Sutls. 

C 

It would by no m^ans have entered info my piai 
to mentidn the bull of the holy crusade, were it not 
Ji coiisiderably important branch of the revenue of 
the state. The varieties of its price, according to 
the person who buys it, and the object to which, it is 
applied, alnldst compel riife t6 give its history, which 
however, I shall abridge as much as possible. 

The kings of Spain, at all periods favoured by the 
popes, obtained from them, in the time of the cru- 
sades, extraordinary dispensations foir those Spaniards 
Who devoted themselves to the extermination of* the 
infidels. The bulls which contained these diispensa-* 
tions were rated and distributed by a Spanish com- 
missary. Their proceeds were iritended to contri- 
bute towards the charges of the expedition. The 
folly of driving people to heaven ty force of arms^ 
undei^vent, at length, the fate of* all other follies i 
reason has caused it to disapjiear. The bulls, how- 
ever, have continued to arrive frorti Rome, and con- 
tinue to be sold in Spain, the blessings they afford 
are considered too precious, and the revenue the ex- 
chequer draws from them, too useful, -to be re- 
nounced. 

It is true that time, which alteris or renders perfect 
6very thing, has caused the popes to give to these 
bulls, virtues which the:y did not at first possess, andf 
* division analogous to the purposes for which th^ 

Vol. II. t 
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at|c designed/ According to the original terms of the 
bull, no 6ne could enjoy its benefits, if he was not 
actually in arms against the infidels, or did not main- 
tain a substitute in his place. But,- for a certain sum, 
,a man naight stay at home> and receive all the advan- 
tages of the bull. At this day, four kinds of bulb 
are acknowledged : the general bull for the living, 
the bull for eating milk, the bull for the d^ead, and , 
the bull of composition. 

General Btdlfor the Livtng. 

The^ first, which lasts iov two yeais, ought to be 
taken by every Spanish christian,t or resident withia 
the Spanish domains. The benefits of this , bull are 
general. They extend to the particular objects of the 
other three kinds, though in a manner less direct; 
but its virtues are so pre-eminent that I cannot ex- 
cuse myself from enumerating some. 

Every person who has this buU, may be absolved,, 
by any priest whatsoever, of all, even concealed 
crimes^ Obstinate and confirmed heresy h- tibe only 
exertion ,• an ofTence,^ however, that cannot be even 
suspected> because he who should be tainted with it,, 
would set but little value on absolution. 

The possessors of this bull, their domestics, Md 
relatioBs, ha^e, during the time the churches are 
shut up, a right to hear mass, receive tiie sacfamcnt^ir 
and be buried in holy ground. 

With this bull the priest »aay say mas% amd the 
ky person hear it, one hour before day, and one 
after twelve. There ai:e, however,, soim authors who 
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insist that this point cannot be granted, but by the 
fcommissary-general of the crusade. 

Every confessor may release him who has this bull 
from all kinds of vows, excepting those of chastity, 
becoming a priest, mopk or religious, and that of 
making a voyage to the holy land- 

Blasphemies against the deity are nd more able to 
resist the power of this bull, than ^ spot of oil upon 
linen can resist soap. 

By means of this bull are gained, in America> the 
indulgences which visiting the churches* obtained 
in Rome. 

One single day of fasting, and a few prayers^ are 
worth to the possessor cf this bull fifteen times fif- 
teen forties, or 9000 of the penances imposed upon 
him. 

On fast days the lay person may eat of every things 
meat excepted, provided he has the bull. It even 
allows of meat, if the least weakness of constitution, 
or any other slight indisposition, should occasion any 
apprehension for his health. Since the 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1804, it dispenses with fasting on fridays, and 
for almost the whole of lent. 

Whoever takes, and pays for, two bulls for the 
living, obtains double the.advantages of one* 

^ullfor eating Milk or Eggs, or de Zaitage. 
All the feithful, excepting ecclesiastics, from whom 

* The Romish faitli accorded peculiar indulgences to Uios^ 
persons who performed successive demotions in cprt^in churches^ 
this they term " stations*' and " faire ses stations" is to dis- 
charge tjhis act of devotiort. T.* > 
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tift church has a right to expect greater exactitude 
in the observance of her la^vs, have permission by the 
general bull for the living, to eat milk and eggs du- 
ring lent. It was necessary then, in order to exempt 
them fromrthc prohibition of these articles during 
that period, to establish a special bull, This is the 
exict and only purpose of the bull de laitage. All 
ecclesiastics, under sixty years of age, ought to pur- 
chase it, independent of that of the living, if they 
wish not to provoke the wrath of heaven, by trans- 
gressing the laws of the church respecting eggs and 
milk. 

Bulls for the Dead. 

The bull for the dead is a species of ticket for ad- 
fhission into paradise. It enables to clear the devour- 
ing flame of purgatory, and conducts directly to the 
abodes of the blessed. But one of these bulls serves 
for only one soul. Therefore, the instant a Spaniard 
expires, his relations send to the treasury to buy a 
bull for the dead> on which is written the name of 
the deceased. Wlien the family of the departed is 
io poor as to be unable to pay for the bull, that is to 
say, when they are reduced to the most frightful mi- 
sery, two or three of its members detach themselves, 
and go begging through the streets to obtain the 
means of making the purchase. If their zeal is not 
crowned wath success, they shed tears and utter 
shrieks of lamentation, expressive less of regret for 
the death of their relation, than of pain for their inabi- 
lity to furnish his soul with this essential passport* 
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The virtue of this bull is not confined to dispense 
ing with the obligation of going into purgatory ; but 
extends to extricating the soul, which, like the asbes* 
tos, is whitening in its flames: It has the faculty eveii 
to designate the spirit it wishes to 'liberate. It is 
enough to write n|)on the bull the name of the per- 
son it animated in this lower wdrld, smd that very 
moment the gates of paradise are opened for him. 
One bull must, dways be taken for each soul ; they 
may, however, take as many as they please, provided 
they do but pay. With piety and money it would 
be easy to empty purgatory, which, indeed, would 
not long remain unpeopled, because death, whose 
liarvests never cease, would at every instant renew 
its inhabitants. 

Bulls of Composition.* 

The bull of composition is, without , doubt, that 
whose effects are the most sensible, the nearest, and 
most remarkable. It has the inconceivable virtue of 
transmitting to the withholder of another*s goods, the 
absolute property in all he has been able to steal 
without the cognisance of the law. For its validity 
they requirp only one condition, whiclris, that the 
expectation of the bull did not induce the theft. — ; 
Modesty has done well to add, that of not knowing' 
the person to whom the stolen goods belong : but 
frojn the cases specified for its application, it appears 
that this last condition is illusive; for, in a volume, 

• «* Composition," in Spanish, signifies an agreement, or dkCm 
munmodatioti of a dispute. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



134 

pn the yirtue of bulls, printed at Toldlo, in 1758, by 
order of the conunissaryr.general of the holy crusade, 
we find that the bull of composition befriends thos6 
yfho hold prop^erty thiey ought to return to the church, 
or employ in l^orks of piety, or yffhiek they have not 
legally acquired by the prayias of tvhich it* vas the 
price, f It a(idg those debtors who cauinof discover their 
creditops, or when the conditions of the loan are op- 
preasive j it assists the heir who retains thfe whole of 
|n inheritance loaded with legacies, were it in favour 
of a hospital, If ^ demand has not been made wtht* 
' in a year, the buU of conqJVsition decrees to its pos* 
sessor a ihoiety of the debt ; but he is required to 
pay the residue^ It bestoWs the entire flight on those 
who do not know the owner of that wMch they have 
obtained unjustly. Thus a watch, a diamond, a purse 
full of gold, stolen in the midst of a crowd, be* 
comes the property of the pick^poclcet who has filched 
it; in fine, it quiets the remorse of the conscience 
6i the merchant who has enriched himself by false 
yaitfo, false measures, and false ^veights. The bull 
of competition a^^ures to him the absolute properly 
in Whilbver he obtains by modes that ought to "have 
conducted him to the gallbws. 

Thfe party himself* vahies the article which he is 
desiroiTS of acquiring by means of the bull of com- 
position, and has to purchase as many bulls as are 
necessary to 'make their price, which is fixed, equi- 
valent to six per cent, of the capital he wishes to 
fetaih. Only fifty bulls a year can^ however, be taken 
by one person. If the amount of what they cost 
does not complete the six per cent, of that which is 
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withheld, recourse must be had to the most illustri- 
ous commissary-general of the holy trusade. fle 
may extend the permission as mirch as he pleases, 
and even reduce the duty, . 

No bull has any virtue till after paid for, and the 
name and surname of the person on whose account 
it is issued, is written at full length in the blank 
%vhich is left in the printed form. 

The bulls of the holy crusade are in Spanish, upon 
a sheet of very common paper in demi-gothic letters 
^nd wretchedly printed. 

Every two years a new bull of the crusade i4 pul&- 
lished with great pomp and solemnity at Caraccas.— 
The ceremony is performed on St. John*s day J in 
rfie other churches on that of St. Michael. 

The bulls are at first placed in the church of the 
nuns of the conception. AH the clergy, constituted 
authontiee, and people cdmein trium|ii laMeEjthem^ 
in order to remove and place them in the cathedra! 
'Upon a table magsifice^y 4^Qrat^^ J^^gjv ^ass 
is then performed, after which these feHpM^^'^eri;i5>p 
entirely devoted to set forth the infinite blessings of 
the bull. At this festival, the commissary-general of 
the holy crusade, who is usually a canon, occupies the 
firet place. It has been so long transmitted to him, 
that under the perplexity of de<^idiiig v^eAer^ he 
ought to relinquish it to the bishop, it has becfn feutid 
more convenient to advise the prelate not to asdiiil m 
the celebration. Mass being Aiiiihed, dl *the faithful 
approadi the table on which the bitlls are laid, tKsft 
each may obtain one proportioned to bis abilities, 
and to his rank; for the price of the bulls varies ac- 
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cording to the opulence and situation of dtose by 
^hom they ^re taken, They are nevertheless^ nptr 
withstanding the difierQpce of price^ of equal virtue^ 
provided there has been no fraud, He who takes a 
bull of a price inferior to that which his fortune or 
rank require that he should procure, enjoys pqn^ of 
th^ advantages attached to it. 

You here have the latest duty imposed on the bull 
pf the crusade; '' the price is a little raised/' says 
the comn^ssary-general of the crusade in his man* 
date, dated at Madrid on the 14th of September, 
|801, '* but it is on account of the new expences of 
^' governn^ent, and pf the necessity of extinguishr 
*• ing the royal certificates which the scarcity of 

money in a time pf lyaf l^is compelled the kinff 

to issue/* 



€t 



General BuUfor the LMng.rr^First ^lass, 

Viceroyid are to pay fifteen hard dollars for thi^ 
bull, their wives the same, , 

Second class^ 

!Five haid dollars 9te paid by archrbishops, bishops, 
inquisitors, abbots, priors, canons of cathedral or col- 
legiate churches, dukes^ marquisses, (:ountSa viscount$> 
Icords, noblemen, esquires, captains-general, lieute- 
nants-general, fieldrmarshals^ brigadiers^^ colonels^ 
though t^ey j^ivp only th^ rank> presidents, coui^- 
I^Uors^e m^j^tratesj officers of the revenue and ci^n 
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(ehequer, though only honorary, superior officers of 
justice, secretaries and reporters of the royal audi^ 
eni^es, knights of, the several military orders, secre- 
taries of the king, if but titular, royal officers, goveni' 
ors, chief magistrates, and other officers of forts and 
citadels, gentlemen possessing fortunes of 12,000 
hard dollars, inferior magistrates and justices of vil-* 
kges, having a capital of 1,200 hard dollars. The 
wives of those' above specified arc subject to the sa,nie 
(ax as their husbands. 

Third class 

Every capitalist of 6000 hard dollare pays one and 
fi half for a bull of this sort.x 



Fourth class. 

All other persons, whatever may be their nmk and 
profession pay 2j reals of eight to the hard dollar, 

JBull de Zaitagc-r^Ftrst class. 

Patriarchs, primates, arch-bishops, bishops^ and 
abbots are taxed for the bull de laitage at mn hard 
dollars each/ 



Second class)' 



Canons, dignitaries of cathedrals, and inquisitors; 
pay 3 hard dollars, 

' . 1 • . 
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Third class. 

Prebendaries of cathedrals, and rectors of parishes ^ 
one hard dollar and a half. 

Fourth class. 

All ether secular priests give for this bull three 
xcab of eight to the hard doUar. 

Bull of Composition. 

Every one, without discrimination, pays 2h hard 
dollars for each bull of composition. 

Bull for the Dead. — First class. 

An those persons comprehended within the three 
first classes of the bull for the living, pay for this bull 
JKi r^afo.of eight to the hard dollar. 

Second class. 

Those of the fourth class of the bull for the living> 
pay two reals for the bull for the dead. 

Exclusive sale of Tobacco. 

Of all the taxes received throughout the extent of 
the intendancy of Caraccas, the most productive and 
most recent is that of tobacco. Prior to 1777, to- 
bacco, as we have observed in chapter viii, like every 
other commodity, might have been cultivated and 
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Isold by any one. It no sooner made a respectable 
appearance in agriculture and commerce, than it was 
destinjed to increase the public revenue. There was 
given, however, to the provinces dependent on Ca- 
taccas this alternative; either to submit to the mono- 
poly of tobacco, such as had for a long time existed 
in Mexico and Peru, or to pay to the king a contribu- 
€ibn, equdi to 12 hard dollars the quintal, on all to- 
})acco raised and prepared for sale. 

We caa do no less than admire this option, \vhich 
few governments would h^ve felt disposed to offer; 
Ifior can we ju&dy wfthhoW out approbation irom the 
iDther patlS of the eedufe of the 24th of June, 177*^, 
^hich went to jiiistify thi« fiscal innovation oh the 
•gr<mtiad ctf the«xpenCes ihcutredin preparatibns for the 
•war which then appeared to be approaching, and the 
necessity of ihcrej^ijinij thfe charges of goverhment 
and deftjbce, in '^tdpoi^oti to the advtocement of 
the jirbVihces ih papulation and opulence. On the 
part of the inhabitants not a sitigle thUrmur wd^ heard 
to escape. So t^i^t we toay safely say, never was a 
tax demanded with more ingenuity, nor consented 
to with greater resignation. All the difficulties which 
arose, ^yere occasioned i^th^ "by the misapprehen- 
sion of the inhabitants, tKan their resistance, and 
* by die severity of the agents of the treasury, than the 
rigour of the monarch, as it is easy, from the whole 
of what took place, to evince. 
, The comitnissioner charged to cis^rry this ordinance 
into effect, was Mr. AValos, chief intendant of Ca- 
raccas. it was not till the beginning of 1779, that 
he engaged In the undertaking, His first informations 

5 
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Induced him to imagine that the provinces would ]pr6^ 
fer a personal tax to the establishmeut of the exclu** 
sive sale of tobacco. Having embraced this opinion, 
he assessed upon the different cities, country towns, 
and villages, a duty the total of which amounted to 
159,084 hard dollars: of this sum Caraccas was rated 
^t 11,470; Victoria, 3851 ; Guayra, 862; Tulme- 
rp,3550; Maracaibo, 2930 ; Valencia, 3114; Cora, 
2233; Porto Cavello, 1031; Barquiscmeto, 5927; 
Carora, 3412; Ooanara, 2693; St. Philip, 3402, 
&c, . - ... 

Jhere was one thing rertiarkable ki th}a tax, 0^ 
it did not .seem necessarily to follow the progre^ive 
cultivation of toteqco^ The silence on- this' point iur 
dicated,. that it was ej^en to be regarded as a compor 
sition, by means of ,>yhich the use and trade of tobac- 
co, in all the provinces thF9ughout thei^^ent of .the 
int^ndancy of Caraccas, ^ght to be exeinpted from 
^all ulterior duties, from every restramt and fiMinality 
of la\y. In this the inteiid^nt did not fulfil die intent 
of the edict, which ^vas to reserve to tjfi^ royal treasury 
twelve hard dollars for every quintal of tobacc^ that 
should be gathered. But this inadvertence, error, or 
omission of the intendant, operated altogether in 
favour of th^ inhabitants, who^ for this annual sum 
might even have demanded the entire immunity of 
tobacco. 

This advantage was ^ot perceived. The common 
council of Caraccas, and after them, all those of the 
different provinces, beheld this imposition under the 
hideous aspect of a tribute, which assimilated Spani- 
ards tp Indians, or pf a poll-tax that confounded all 



Digitized by 



Google 



\^ 



141 

in the class of plebeians. Of two sides, they chose 
the worst. They sacrificed every thing to vanity^ 
nothing to interest; all to anger, nothing to reason. 
They haughtily preferred the exclusive sale of tobac- 
co to a contribution which they viewed as the Mseal of 
slavery and dishonour. 

The intendant judged of the resolutions of the other 
common councils by that which the common council 
of Caraccas took and sent to him on the 26(h of 
April, 1779, and he judged well. Without uselessly 
wasting his time in waiting for them, he the very 
next morning adopted decisive measures for estab- 
lishing the monopoly of tobacco. 

The plantations were instantly suspended. All 
those who had tobacco received an order to carry it 
to the warehouses of the king, to be delivered in at a 
very moderate price. The sale and trade of tobacco, 
prohibited under very severfe penalties, were concen- 
trated in the estancos,^ or tobacco factories. They 
selected as situations for tobacco plantations, places 
where it appeared most easy to prevent illicit trade ; 
and no one was allowed to cultivate it, without an 
express licence from the administration, and under 
the condition of submitting to the inspection of \v^ 
clerks. A swarm of guards covered the soil of these 
provinces, as herefefore the locusts covered the sur- 
face of Egypt. The resource which the free cultiva- 
tion of tobacco offered was annihilated. The unfor- 
tunate people who had till then lived on its produce, 

• ** Estanco" signifies ^ place appointed for tlie sale oif & 
moxiopolisj&d article. 
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were reduced to the most frightful misery. The in*' 
digent part of the population in the cities, whom thd 
easy manufacturing and unla^orious sale of tobacco 
supportQdi^ were forced to divide themselves, accord- 
ing to their age or sex, between the shameful exer-» 
cise of vice and the humiliating pursuit of beggary. 
A result so fatal would naturally, and, irt fact, did 
excite the greatest clamour It was generally per-' 
ceived that the opjwrtunjty had been suffered to 
escape. They endeavoured to make it return. They 
^dressed tlie king, whbm they found disposed to re- 
concife the wants of the state with the* convenience 
of the people- A royal brdinance of the 31st of 
October, 1792, abolished the exclusive sale of to- 
bacco in the provinces of the intendancy of Caraccas^ 
" provided the inhabitants would pay, by way of 
'^ contribution, the same sum as the administration 
^^ of tobacco then produced.'* This condition dif^ 
fered from that of the edict of the 24th of June^ 
1777, which ordered the impost in compensation of 
tfie exclusive sale, to be levied at only the rate, of 
three hard dollars the quarter of a hundred, or twelve 
on the quintal ; it should have followed the progrcs* 
sive culture of tobacco, although the intendant Avalos ' 
had considered it as nearly fixed : whereas the condi- 
tion of the 31st of October, 1792, determined inv^i* 
^ly the amount of the new imposition at that which 
the exclusive sale then afforded. 

This order of the king furnished matter for many 
debates, many pamphlets, but produced very little 
elucidation. It was strongly urged not to quit the 
position in which they then were.^ On the 16th of 
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January, 1793, the intendant, Don Estevan de LeoSr- 
officially communicated the last edict to the commoii 
council of Caraccas, inviting them, at the sam^? 
time, imn\edi2rtely to commission some persons ta 
ascertain what the exclusive sale of tobacco produced^r 
m ordar to collect from the inhabitants a like sua to 
be paid into the royal coffers by the quarter, half 
year, or year. He stated abo, that it appeared 
to liim equitable to take for this valuation the annual 
amount on an average of the last five years, from 
1788 to 1792, ^ 

The 19th of the same months the common council 
of Caraccas returned for answer what they ought to 
have replied on the 26th of April, 1799, thaty this 
teing an affair common to all the other cities and 
towns within the jurisdiction of the intendancy of Ca- 
raccas, they would invite them to nominate deputies 
who might concur with the common council of Ga-*. 
yaccas in adopting one uniform resolution. 

On* this invitation, almost all the. common councils 
sent their delegates. Some demanded information' 
to elucidate the subject of their deliberations. Tber 
whole, however, formed but one voice for the aboli-. 
tiion of the exclusive sale of tobacco,, differing only ii^ 
the mode by which the duty was to be replaced. 

The common council of Varinas alone, vote4 oa- 
the 3d of April, 1793, for continuing the exchiiavc 
sale of tobacco. They maintained that, in its prindh 
^, this establishment had all the characttjristics oif 
oppression, but that it was, at that epoch, so Uadio* 
rated as to constitute the felicity of the province <tf^ 
Varinas ; that its suppression woukl be the niin^ of ^ 
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the cultivation and inhabitants of the district, because 
the advances which the ad^ninistration made for th^ 
culture of tobacco, vrtte its Only nerve and support i 
that to this encouragement general misery could not 
but succeed; therefore the cabtldo of Varin^ thought 
itself excused froto concurring in an act which it 4id 
not approve. 

It is then true, that the same measiife wfll nevef 
suit every individual. Where then is the law, which 
can unite the suffrages of a Whole people, when that 
which has for its object the breaking of the chains of 
monopoly and giving liberty to industry and com- 
merce, meets with opposens. Happily for the repose! 
of the understanding the explication of this extrava-* 
gant wish of the common council of Varinas is found 
in a most methodical, particular and instructive me-^ 
morial, dated at Caraccas the 7th of October, 1794, 
and signed by La Torre, Sans and Escalon, delegates 
from the common councils of Valencia and Tocuyo, 
from which it appears that the members of the cdbildo 
of Varinas voted for the continuance of the aditiinis-" 
tration of tobacco, less on account of the advantages 
which the province would reap from it, than of the 
personal emoluments which they themselves would 
derive. Infamous and sordid men, may your names^ 
pass down to posterity with every epithet of contempt ! 

The deputies ®f the other common councils re-as- 
gembled at Caraccas. A struggle was maintained 
between them and the intendant, in which a great 
deal of paper was employed, and by far too much 
fime. 

They at first demanded the abolition of the cxclti-* 
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sivesale, in order that every one. might recover the 
liberty of cultivating tobacco, and that its trade and 
consumption might be liberated from, the circle of 
fiscal exacticih.' /rfie reasons -with which they sup- 
ported these pretensions were decisive. They would 
not, however] admit as the rate of import to be re- 
placed;^ the anipunt of what the . Exclusive sale had> 
on an average from l'!r88 to 1793^ aiinually produced^ 
but on that which it h^d yielded from the era of its 
establi^riient, and for the payment of this sum they 
consented to a duty of twelve hard dollars per quintal> 
to be collected in the same manner as the othet ^ 

taxes. 

The iritehdani objected, that the quota of Xhe stim 
to be imposed, in substitution of the produce of the 
^xcliisive sale of tobacco, could not be mote judi- 
ciously settled than on the average j^ear firbm 1788 to 
1792; which did not ejtceid 428,000 hard dollare; 
Whilst to fdllo\fr litetally the royal order of the 31st of 
bctobet 1792> it ought to be oti what the sale affotd- 
ed thai ^i&ry year, i^^hich Would bfe 494,654 hard dol- 
lars, ini^tead of 428,<X)0. But he insisted that the 
nfew impost ought to increase evfery year in propor- 
tion to the cultivation of tobacco. This was not cor- 
rect ; for the order of the king nms, that they shall 
pay a sum equivalent to that Which the administira-^ 
tiori of tobaccd, now produces : la misma cantidad 
que aora produce la menciorada renta. 

As to the twelve hard dollars per quintal which 
they proposed to lay on tobkcco^ in otdet td make up 
the sum required, the intendant found this mode iiii- 
adequate, from the great facility every on^ would 

Vol. II. t , 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



14A 

havis of defrauding &e revwiue* He mhmtbedm 
addttioa to thift duty, of a. ixK af five pen cmt. on the 
^q)crt& and . imports of evjery thing entered, at the 
m^niiim custom hou»s, to cwar the deficit, in case 
there $hpuld be any. 

Ob one fiade and Ac other reams of paper were 
written, and the difficahiasL remained the same. Fif- 
teen^ years excdusivq sale of tobacco, ha^ made the 
advantagBB of the monopoly too well underetood to 
allow of its.being shaken o|r by the meaoswiiicli Aey 
might have uaed as substituted before it was estab- 
Ibhed. Bv^ reieoning, every , hyptrfliesis, every 
opinion would be inefficacious against the evidence 
of the accounts of the exchequer* Not being able 
to convince the government, they deterimiied to ren- 
der the momopoly odious. The comihon ooancil of 
C^r^Pi^ji* ^^ert^ that the administaration adultwttcd 
the t<^>;«:cp: ifl the preparation. In the beginning of 
I?^Qe|Qb4$r» I^^^JK the syjidip-gei^ralj Don, Louis 
Lope2^ M^ndf^i filed m iiifonKifttlon ajgainst the bad 
quality of the tobaoco sold at Aie fiicttaic^. Twenty- 
six witjaess^ were h^rdj every <me of i^hoia ^rmed 
thftt tbetpbacco of the administration was very bad, 
ai^ prejudicial to health; 

"K^e w^, ttey said, obliged them to leave matters 
ill: tfe^ state ia which they then were. 3iit tfce peape 
of Awen^ wJMtch has terminated i% has^ aot given 
them any new dhrectioiu In the noieaB tim^ tobacco 
ift Qultiv^tji ii^ Tefra Firma by tiw^se individuals atone 
wijO layft ?k:lk>^m^ from the diffoteF of the system cff 
his qy^m^mi. ^. Cffily within the extent designated 
by thQ adwiiWttaticiW, lltiQ tel^a^i) k.deliieeMd to 
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the king by the cultivators, and they are paid, ac- 
cording to its quality, at the prices contained in 
chapter vii, article Tobacco. The administration 
sells it in tlie factories ; that is to say : 

Tobacco in the stalk, without discrimination of quality, ai 
well that which has cost eleven hard dollars the quintal, as 
that for which it has paid but three, at the rate of (per 
quintal) 50 hard dollars. 

The juice of tobacco moo et urao 100 

of ckimoo "200 

Fine SnufF, which is imported from the 
Havanna 300 

Kapee 200 

I doubt whether in fiscal history, there is to be found 
an impost which has made such rapid progi^ess as the 
exclusive sale of tobacco in the provinces of Carac- 
cas. In the eight last months of 1779, the year of 
Its establishment, it yielded but 77>1^ hard dollars 
Belt; in 1781, 154,335|; in 17^ 300,319; in 
1788, 368,92^ ; in 1791, 405,103; in 1793, 536,363; 
aod ia 1802, 7^,430. 

Thc» suaas do not proceed merely &om that tobacco 
akme which is conmoned in the pix)viiic^ within the 
direction of Caraccas, which is co-exteosive with linat 
rf the iwfcendant, but from the whole of what is ga^ 
riitti)ed in the plantations of tlie adminislration. A1-* 
though the consumption of tobaww among, the Spa- 
niards is very great, for there is no^ one who does not 
smoke, it annually leaves a Sjurplusi which the admi- 
nis^tration sells to strangers with whom it deals. To- 
hAxtQb 4s paid f(^ in :dry aad Mack goo^ at tl»e fftte 
of -feom* twenty to twcaiiy-two bard A©ti»» thi^ quin*^ 
tali 6f the bast -quality i \ 
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Before the war, terminated by the treaty of Amien?^, 
the Spanish administration sent to Amsterdam, all die 
surplus tobacco which remained after satisfying the 
consumption of the provinces. It was there sold on 
account of the king, and the proceeds remitted to 
Spain. Every thing announces that the same mode 
will be re-adopted, as soon as the sales subsisting at 
this time (1804) under contract, are fulfilled, unless 
war should compel their renewal. 

The whole amount arising from tobacco consumed 
in the provinces, or exported, ought to be transmitted 
to Spain, and paid into the treasury of the mother 
Country. But as the product of the local taxes cannot 
entirely cover the expences, the administration of to-r 
bacco makes good the deficiency, and the surplus is 
sent to Spain. 

That the provinces may not be divested of coin, 
they do not remit it in specie. They give it in por- 
tions of 15, 20, 30 and 50,000 hard doUare to Spa- 
niards settled in the provinces, who furnish their bills 
of exthatigd on Cadiz at six or eight months, and give 
security in Caraccas for their payment With this 
money they buy goods, and send them to Cadiz where 
they arfe sold. Out of their produce the bills of ex- 
change are paid. The profit or loss of the specula- 
tion falls on the dr^et. 

It lately happiSns that the sutn iotal of th6 local 
ddties are iidequate to the ^lischarge 6f the interiCMr 
expences. But it is particUlariy si^ce 1796 that the 
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imposts established in the provinces of Caraccas have 
left a very heavy deficit. There have even been years 
in which the whole proceeds of tobacco have not been 
sufficient to settle the balance between the expendi- 
tures and receipts. In 1801, the intendancy of Ca^ 
raccas was obliged to borrow from the bank of Santa- 
Fe, the sum of 200,000 hard dollars, which was sent 
in gold, and by land. Yet the equilibrium is at this 
moment established by the aid of from 100 to 150,000 
hard dollars, which the tobacco-chest affords. The 
diities, the receipts of which are the most languish- 
ing, are those of the custom-house. The custom- 
house of Gu^yra alone used to collect annually from 
6 to 700,000 hard dollars a year; it now does not re- 
ceive a third. What is the cause of this ? The dimi- 
nution, of territorial productions. 

I think this chapter cannot be better concluded tlian 
by a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
provinces; It does not comprise the sums arising 
from tobacco, because they are administered sepa- 
rately, and have then: own peculiar bank and appro- 
priation* 
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Statement of the Receipts and Escpences in the 
whole District of the Intendancy of Caraccas. 



Years. 


Nett receipts 

of all t^e 

taxes. 


Expences of 
every kind. 


Balatioe. 




In favour. 


Against. 


1793 
1794 
1795 
V96 
1797 


Hard Dollars. 
1312188^ 
1561931 
1443056 
1389804 
1140788 


Hard Dollars. 
13035838 
1639900 
1549874 
1049247 
1886363 


Hd.Dol, 
340565 


Hard DoU 

19136«>| 

77969 

IO68I7 

745475 



Notft. In this account are not included the receipts 
Jfrom bttlls^ which smnually produce 26/)00 hard ^ol^ 
hxs, nor those firom the exclusive sale of tobacco^ 
which amount^ deducting all charges^ to 700>OpO 
hard dpllnrs a year. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWNS. 

Ct^eimtnent of Venezuela — Caraccas — Its prerogatives — Climiite — ^Meteorology-^ 
Situatioi'.-^Waters— Streets— Public Square^— Houses — Public ffdifices — Bi- 
shop's Palace — Cathedral — Churches — Convents — Religious Customs —Religi- 
ous DresMs of the Womeir-i-Penitential Dresses — Fesiivak— OUr Lady of 
Copar Cobana — Our Lady of Soledad—- Theatre — Tennis Court — ^Inhabitants- 
White Europeans -Women — ^Domestic Slaves — Emancipated Citizen*— Uni- 
versity — PoUce — iJeggars— Communications with the Interior — With Spain— 
"Merchants— Cuayrtt--:Portb'Cavelfo-—VaWnci*^Mdt^y-^Ttdmero-^Vic^^ 
ria — '"ore — Corora— Barcjuisemeto — ^Tocuyo — Goarara — ^Araura — Calabozo-^ 
^Aint Jokn fhe Baptist of PflO— Sslint hoak de Cvrau;-Saim Bebistiiia <le lUt 
Reyes-— Saint Philip— Nirgoa— -San Carlos— The Government of Cumana— 
CuAiana — Cmtutnaoya— Cariaeo— »BareeloiHi— ^Cdnceptlon del Pfto^^Kldttd '4t 
Mwgaretta— The Government of Maraca'ibo— Maracaibo— Merida — ^TruxiUo 
—^hc Oovcrmncnt 6f Variiias-i*.'V^a*inai— Sniht JaiAie^^attFeraittid^ d^ Apufw 

It seems to me, ^t rrt cnr&et to ifeatisfy, m muc^ arf 
I can, the curiosity pf the reader on provinces hitherto 
as little unknown to tke poiitk^ world, as those 
parts of China which are the most interdicted to 
slningeis^ k is proper that I should ahkl tethe ]ge£iie^ 
knowledge col i t a diied in the preceding chajpteiftJ s6«m^ 
ptrticater id6^ wbicti might serve to MtafcM what I 
have beett abie Mt to sketch of ti» WMmefiy pofiti^ 
esi imsdMmm, skuttion^smA iftq)cMwee ^ die Itowii9« 
The uRifevHiity of chluraeter ^nd owt^^iM^ Aoes tio% 
allow bf ikiBefting vely stosible dlffineae^ between 
the iubks of one toWii ^adr these of another. To en^ 
able the reader to ybii^ "vAtat dbe sdc6iMWy toMta 
must be, it would suffice, perhaps, to describe the 
capital, from whence tlie Iod>. ftishion, and every al- 
teration proceeds. Yet there are shades formed by 
the difimirce «f situatifMl and |N^tleti€» nAAdk k is 
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This description shall be made by govemmcntar, 
that the reader may be able to uniierstand their frame 
iand importance. The honour' of priority bcwg on 
all accounts due to the province of Venezuela, we 
shall commence with that, and with the capital of 
those immense countries. ^ 

Government of Venezuela. — Caraccas. 

This town, situated in 10 degrees 31 minutes of 
north latitude, and in 69 degrees 3 minutes of longi- 
tude west from the meridian of Paris, was founded by 
piego Losada,' in 1567; forty-seven years' after Cu- 
mana, thirty-nine after Coro, thirty-three after Barce- 
lona, and fifteen after Barquisemeto. 

Its pi^erogatives. 

It is the capital, not only of the province of Vene- 
zuek, butalso of that immense extent of territory oc- 
cupied by Ihe^oveninieiits of Maracatbo, .Varinas^ 
Guiana, Cutnimtf; and the island of Margaretta, isince 
it is' the seat sw Veil of the^ captain^eneraldkip, the 
«ivil and military iirthority of whichextetids over all 
the provincfeis, as of the royal audience, Aeintehdancy, 
and of the cbiisulate; whose limits are oo^tensiv^ 
tvith those of the captain-genertd, ... 

It& cUntate. 

' The climate of Canttcas by no means corresponds 
with its latitude. For; instead of the iosujiportabje 



Digitized by 



Google 



15$ 

f Jf 

lieats, which it would seem ought to reign in the proxi- 
mity of the equator, we, on the contrary, there enjoy 
an almost perennial spring. It owes this acivanCage 
to its elevation which is four hundred and sixty toi$es 
above the level of the sea. - 

Kot a day, however, elapses without the sunfs en- 
deavouring to urge those rights which he exercises 
hn all regions placed under the same latitude; butthe 
topographical situation of Caraccas enables her-^to dis- 
pute them with advantage. These transitions from 
the warmth of the torrid, to the cool freshness of the 
temperate zones, produce a variety of indispositions, 
of which the most cotnnion are colds and influenzas, 
which by the Spaniards are denominated catarros. 

Its meteorology. 

State of Fahrenheit's thermometer at Caraccas, 
In the Winter. 



Generally at 6 in the morning. 


58 


at 3 in the afternoon, 


73 


at 10 at night, ' 


68 


t\it maxijnu7\i. 


76 


the minimum, 


53 ■ 


fn the Summer, . 




Generally at 6 in the morning, 
at 2 in the afternoon. 


73 " 


79 


at 10 at night, ' ' 


75, 


. the maximum. 


85 ^ 7 > 


the minimum^ 
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Moisture, according to tjie h&grometet qfDuluc. 

Genarally> 47 

the maxinmnh 58 

the minimum, 3fl 

. Changes qf the atmosphere. 

The mercury ^bich in th^ most sdutherfi patta of 
Europe me&> from the vacriations of the atmosphere^ 
ag much as ekven lines of the Pairis inch, does no^ 
in the eagton part of Terra-Firma^ rise more than 
twoUnes. , 

la Cairaccas^ at aU ^seasons of the year> foiH* mdH 
atmospheric tides are observed ev^ tweiity--fomr 
how^^ two in the day, and two in the night. 

Blue portion of the sky, according to tlie 
tn/anometer qf Se^msstnrt. 

Generally, ,18 

Oxygen and nitrogen gas. 

Of a hundred parts twenty-eight are cxygen and 
fixty-two nitrogen. 
• The maximum of the first is 29 

The minimum ^7^ 



'a 



Magnetic variation. 

*On the 27th of September; 1799, 4 degrees, 38 
minutes, 45 seconds. 
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^ Inclination of the Pole, 

Generally, 43^ 

Oscillations qf the pendulum. 

In fifteen minutes, twelve hundred and seventy vi- 
brations. 

Its situation, 

The city of Caraccas is built in a valley, which has 
an east and west direction for ^bout four leagues, and 
between the mountains of tliat vast chain which 
coasts the sea from Coro to Cumana. It is as in a 
basin of this chain; for it has nfK)untain8 of an equal 
height to the north and to the south. It is -placed 
with its back, ta the former, and at a little diittance 
from the latter. 

The ground occupied by the city is two thousand 
paces square. It is as nature formed it. Art has 
done nothing to level the soil, or diminish its irregu- 
larities. There are therefore but few parts where one 
is not obliged either to rise or descend. The fall is 
invariably from the north to the south. It is ^eventy-t 
five toises from the gate of Pastora on the north, to 
the river Guayra, which bounds the city on the soiith^ 

Its Waters. 

It enjoys ^e streams of four small rivers, The 
first which is called Guayra, without entering into the 
^7 
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pity, bounds entirely the southern part. Though it 
be not considerable enough to receive the appellation 
of a river, it is yet sufficiently so to merit one more 
Respectable than that of a brook. 

The second, which beai« the name of Anauco^ 
washes the eastern part of the city. The point in 
which it approaches nearest is La Candelaria, where 
they have erected ap handsome bridge which facilitates 
^he communipation with the valley of Chacao, 

The third is the Caroata. It runs over rocks and 
in a bed formed by steep banks on each side. Its 
course is from north to south; on the whole eastern 
part of the town. It even separates it from the quar^ 
ter of St. John. The two parts of the city are united 
by a stone bridge constructed with tolerable solidity, 
but the regularity of which by no means approaches 
that of the bridge of Candelaria. 

The fourth k namel Catucho. The city is in* 
debted to it for the water of an infinity of public and 
private fountains which flow but at the expence of 
this river. Yet the inhabitants of Caraccas^ insensi- 
ble of its kindness, suffer it to run in the same bed 
which time has hollowed out, and in the midst of de- 
formities the rains have occasioned; for the five 
bridges of communication they have thrown across it, 
ai-e attributable rather to necessity, demanding even 
more, than to a spirit of ornament, which would re- 
quire that the hand of man should repair the ravages 
of time, whose disagreeable impressions this river 
carries throughout the whole length of the city it 
traverses. '6 
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These four rivers, after administering t6 all the do- 
mestic uses of the town^ tinite themselves in one bed; 
then flowing through the valley of Chacao, covered 
with fruit, provisions and articles of commerce, at 
length mingling their waters with those of the Tuyy 
discharge themselves, under that namey into the ocean 
twelve leagues east of cape Codera- 

Its Street^. 

The streets of Caraccas, like those of ^ll modenv 
cities, are on a straight line, about twenty feet wideu 
paved, intersecting each other at right angles, and at 
the distance of about three hundred feet one from the 
other. This ;jis the only regularity, the only symmetry 
observable in. this large city^ which is, in other re- 
spects well built. 

Its Public Squares. 

There are but three squares which deserve that ap- 
pellation, and even they are not without their defor-. 
mities. The grand square, named Plaga Mayor, 
which ought to be the most regular, is covered with 
barracks built on the east and south quarters, which 
are let out to merchants on account of the city, and 
for the miserable sum derived from rent the eye is 
deprived of a view that nothing can recompense.— 
This square occupies the same space as one of those 
portions of the town denominated Quadras, that is 
to say> about three hundred feet square. It is well 
paved, and the market for every kind of provision is 
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Iteld in it Vegetables, fruits, meat, salted provigion^, 
fish, poultiy, game, bread, parrots, monkeys, laiy 
slaves, birds, every thing whatsoever, is there sold. 
The cathedral, situated on the eastern part o( the 
square, has also no kind of symmetrical proportion. 
Hiis square has two entrances on each side. 

The second square is that of Candelaria, surround- 
ed by a tolerably regular road and iron paling, on 
masonry of unequal Height. The square, though 
not paved, has an argillaceous soil, mixed with sand, 
which is as good as the best pavement ; and on the 
whole, presents an agreeable object. It is not at all 
indebted to the buildings with which it is environed. 
The church of Candelaria alone aflTords it any orna- 
ment. Although there is not a perfect geometrical 
harmony between them, the church has a facade which 
relieves the view, and adds much to the appearance 
of the square. 

The third is that of St. Paul; its only regularity is 
its square shape, and its only ornament, a fountain in 
the middle. The church of St. Paul is on its south- 
east corner, with which it has no other correspondence 
than 'that of forming a part of its square. This square 
16 neither paved nor krel.' 

The other squares are:- 1st. That of tfie Trinity, 
wbkh has not even the form of one-; with the surface^ 
so uneven, that the eye recognises in it only a spot, 
destined to transmit to posterity the negligence^ 
liather ths^tt the tasjte of the citizens. 2d. That of ISti 
Hyacinth> in which is the convent of the Dominicans., 
It is bordered on the west by the pavement of'-one^ 
street and crossed/by andJier, v/hicfc do not allow us. 
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even toisuppose it was ever intended to make it a. 
square. » 

3d. That of St. Cazarus, which is a kind of inclo-^ 
sure in front of the church of tte same name^ situated 
to the south-east of the city. It ha^ the merit of be- 
ing tolerably neat, but so far removed from the cen* 
tre of the city, that it does not seem to make a part 
of it. 

4th. The square of Pastora, with the ruins surroundn 
ing it, and the church itself, for the ornament of 
which it ought to have been completed, offers no* 
thing but the melancholy aspex:t of monuments aban-^ 
doned to the voracity of time. 

5di. That of St. John is gpacious, but irregular^ 
unpaved, and only bordered on the west by a row of 
meanly constructed houses. It is here that the horse 
militia are exercised. 

Its Houses. 

Th^ houses of individuals are good and w«ll built. 
iJi the interior there are many which are ^oried and^ 
of a very handsome appearance. Some are of brick; 
but thie major part, of masonry in frame work, neariy 
after Ae manner of the liomans, and as, even at this 
day, is practised for building in marshes, tfee«eai &c. 
according to the mode published by Mr. Tardif, in 
1757. 

They construct a sc^t of cafeson without a botttwn* 
of boaidi^ five fJeet long and three broad; which is> 
made the mould of the front of the wall they intend* 
to erect. The place on which they build, servca fofc 
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thd bottom of' this ciisson, supported by a. scafFoldy 
which is removed at ^very form that is added to the 
wall In this form they place anrf beat up sft every 
iJiyer, a mortar, named in the country, tayia. There 
are two kinds of it J the first to which they give the, 
pompoUs appellation of fopia royal; is coiftposed of 
river-sand and lime. With this they often intermix 
flint or small pebbles. The second is of sand and 
birth, with a very small portion 6f lime. Ffom tfie 
Combination df ingredients it is easily perceived 
which will endure the longest. By means of the 
pestle, however; both of them acquire a Con- 
sistency which; for a length of time; braves the 
inclemency of seasons, and injury of years. Th&e 
houses, wheii once rough-cast and whitewashed; look 
quite as well as if built of hewn stbne. The roofs are 
i^harp, or with two eaves. The carpenter's woric is' 
well put together, very elegant, and of excellent 
Wood, which the country furriishes in abmidance; 
The covering is of curved tiles.'- 

The housfes of the principal f^^rsonS in the city ate; 
in general, neatly and even richly fufnished; We 
behold in them beautiful glasses; at the windows' 
and over the inside doors, elegant curtairtsi of crim- 
son damask ; chairs and sophas made of wood; the 
seats of which, covered Vith leather or damask, are 
stuflTed with hair, and adorned with gothic work, but 
overloaded with gilding; bedsteads^ with deep head- 
boards, showing nothing but gold, covered by superb 
damask counterpanes, and a number of down pillows 
in fine muslin cases, trimmed with lace. There is 
seldom, it is true> more than one bed of this magni- 
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fictticfe HI each hotts^, wMch is in general the nuptial 
CiSiich, and aftetv^ards serves only as a bed ot stater ' 
The eye watfdei* alio over tables with gilded ftet; 
chests of drawei^i on Which the gilder has exhausted 
all the Resources of his art; brilliant lustres> suspefid^* 
ed^iii the ]f>fineipal apartments; cornices i^hich seeiil 
to have been dipped in gbld ; arid rich fc^ets, covef- 
i^ at lefet- all that part of the room Hvh^re the seats 
rtPhofiotti'^ire placed; for the parlour, furniture is dis- 
used in such a manner that the sopha, which c6tisti-' 
Kir^es the most essential article of bousehoid attire, is 
situated at one end with the chairs arranged' on the^ 
rfght^ and left, and opposite the principal bed of the 
hmse placed at the other, extremity of the room, itf 
at chamber, thedoor of wMch.is open^ unless^it he 
IbieA in a» jJcove equally open> and by iJie side of 
Si6? siebfe of honour. , 

" Hiese sorts 6f apartments, always ex^edingly nedt> 
^id very hjtndsomely ornamented, are> as it "Were, in- 
ferdicted to the inhabitants of the house. They are 
ojjened, with scarce any exception, only in honouif 
tf those who come to fulfil the tender duties of friend* 
rfiip, fit the irksome cei*enioriies of etiquette. 

Its Public buildings. , 

*rhe city of* Caraccte }>ossesSes rio other putlid 
fediflces than those which ate dedicated to religion^ 
The captain-general, foyd audience, intendaiit, and 
all the tiibunalsi occupy rented houses- The very 
hospital of Ac troopris in a private house. The 
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eontadoTia, or treasury, is the only building which 
belongs to the king, and its construction is very far 
from announcing the majesty of its master. 

This is not the case with the barracks. They are 
new, handsome^ elegantly built, and situated on a 
spot from whence the view strikes on the town.— 
They are storied, and with a double yard. Two 
thousand men may be commodiously lodged within, 
them. They ^re occupied by the troops of the line 
alone. The militia have their barracks, that is, a 
house which serves for that purpose, in the oppositr 
part of the city. 

It is to be lamented that the ground has not been 
levelled, for two or three hundred paces round the 
new barracks, and that they have not been surrounded 
by a wall of two feet coped with iron sailing* This 
operation, by no means costly, would procure to the 
city a delightful walk, and to the troops a most com- 
modious.place for their exercise and manoeuvres. By 
adding 12 or 15,000 hard dollars, to the 2*,000 ex- 
pended on this building, which serves to adorn no^ 
things and which lis environs disfigure, they would 
have given it an aspect that would have doubled both 
its beauty and utility. 

The Archhishopric. 

Garaccas is the seat of the archbishopric of Vene^ 
zuela, the diocese of which is of a very considerable 
extent It is bounded on the north by the sea, from 
the river Unara, quite to the district of Corqy on the 
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tist by thfe province of CumanaJ oh thfr south by the 
Ofonoko} and oii the west by the bishopric of Me- 
fida. I have already said that it was erected into an' 
Archbishopric in 1803. 

The annual revenue of the Archbishop (depends on 
the abundance of the harvests, arid the price of the 
articles bh which the tithes are collected. We have 
seen that they are divided between the archbishop, 
the chapter, the king, and ministere of religioti. The 
fourth going to the prelate, amounted, onfe year with 
another, antecedent to the War* tettninated by th^ 
treaty of Amiens, t6 60,000 hard dollars. The de- 
clension of cultivation will for a long time prevent 
the episcopal revenues from amounting to an equal 
slimi Th^ archbishdp does nbt enjoy the whole of 
even the foUrth of the tith^. The king re5er\^es to 
himself th6 disposition of the third of this fourth,, 
upon which he assigns pensions. 

The seat of this archbishopric was established at 
Cofo, in 1532, because it is from thence, as has been 
daid, that the province of Venezuela began to be 
peopled with Europeans. Its translation to Caraccas, 
in 1636, without being a very important part of his- 
tory, was effected in a manner so singular, as ought 
not to be passed over in silence. 

To the natural aridity 6f the environs of Coro, 
which allows the earth to produce but few fruits, and 
scarcely any provisions, thtre chapced to be added a 
drought, such as had never before been experienced. 
The scarcity became extreme. Provisions entirely 
£iiled> and famine commenced Jts ravages. 

The prelate, Boxorques, as much^ np doyb^ to fly 
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irom a land to which provicJenc^ 4^nied her favours, 
as to withdraw fijom fa^ls the, ckirch ^id nat- com- 
ipand, left Corp:, ajod fixed his, residence, iu 1:6 13, at 
Caraccas. Scarcely had he arrived, wheit he incUn^ 
the governor to siipport, on hia part, the request 
which he m^de tor the king, of transferring the cathe- 
dral from Corq to Car^c^ ^ his predecessor Alccga 
had solicited. He found, in the transmigiatiptt of 
Abraham from the sterile fegion of Chaldea to the 
fertile land of Canaan, motives sufficient to jw^tify 
thi3 change of residence,, which circumstances ren- 
dered fer more necessary and pressing than tl^ c^f 
the patriarch. ^,;) » 

The bishop felt so sure^ of success, that he wrotei 
on the 4th of June^ 1613, to the chaptejc zX Cora, 
directing them to come immediately to Cavacea^ 
\yith t^ slavey, ornamejp|ts, &c. belonging to tj^ car 
thedral The dean, seduced hy the bi^hopj, w^ in 
favour; of the, mea^iu^, but the chanter and tiea^urer 
were opposed to it. A^. soon as the f onpnan cotiwil 
ofiCorower^ iijifo3:m,ed of it, they presented thcgo^iT 
sejy.es tg ^e chapter, t^, protect agaji»st every $ii$b 
j^^oeeedxng- T^ey not;i^ to i^ thjc edict of t^ ||9tl| 
of May, 15S9, by w^Qh the, ^^g prohibited the go^ 
vefnor from cbnsentinjgj to this, translation. Tl^ey 
CQirwgfiiMycated thje who^ to, the kjbngi^ whp. refiSsed' 
the. petil^n, of th^.pr^Iate^ 

, In 1635, th? l^Pp Agnrta d^ la Mata^ in^|teH«to4 
; fey experien^?u„tool^bf^.mje?^es better fw Qonsumr 
mting^ the wo^ , of traijslating the ca^fei^^^ ftosttt 
Cora to Carapca^. J^^ii^ ali-i^ady on; iim ^t <Sfe lA 
jne^yreaidence^ hedid, ij^othiij^flatpre :tli^ v«ife4fe the 
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chapter to repair to'CMacdas: iTBe dean, without loss 
of time, came, under pretext of a licence for a vaca- 
tion froiti ectlfejiiasticalalikirs. The charfter anS trea- 
surer Btaidr a little lon§:cr, In crdet io fiM^sbfaie^ dj)- 
portimSlty 6f rettibvlng whatever apperlaiiied to itht 
churdh, vritfhdut thefciOT^^Mge of dhb il^habiiahts of 
Coro. -They succeed^a, and arrived in the begfhriifig 
of 1630. / : - - ^ 

They histantly wrote aii account of it to -the kingj 
Wto \fcAild not have approved "dt' thii^ traiisfeition had 
it Ife^ requested of htm; trit; being c^ke: effectecf, 
there tefeained ho other act of ^verfei^y for him to 
exercise Ihari that of ap|iroving ith^ wifeusure, and he 
did arpTprov^ ot it thfe l6th of Novemb^, IBS^. 

The holy father^ Who could wish fdr h^Mhfi^ iii the 
West-Bidies besides what tlie king 0f 6|>ain desired, 
coi^rtiied, without hesitating, the traitelation .of the 
episcopal seat of Venezuela ; and, from Ith^ ptridd, 
the mofiici- thureh of the province has been fixed atf 
Caraccas, and served by Aiiiiistei's, <he advanced ige 
ef soirfey tfte'plumpness df offiers> a!nd the virtues of 
ffl^bf whcrni prove that th^y fiafve, in fact, feet witfh a 
pfece tipi^Xty adapted to flie health of <he sout, as the 
pr^sctVatiton 6f the' bo(^. 

The irihabitants of Coro appealed t6 the Axdteiice 
of St Domingo, where they were cast. They madfe 
another appeaS, with ifie same iitefficacy, io the coun- 
till of the fndies. Their endeavours eveh contributed 
to caiiiie thia issiiiAg of a royal ordnance, 6n Hie 20th 
of June, 1693, confirihing definitively the translation, 
which t!hat of the 16th^ of JsPovember, 1636, had oiily 
provisirtiaUy sanctioned. 

Digitized by Google 



166 

TM Cathedra, 

. The cathedral church has no right to be described, 
but from the rank which \t occupies in the hierarchy 
of places of public worship, One b astonished to see 
that a town so populous as Caracca^ ivhere the cni^ 
tian religion is so honouredj ^>es not possess a cathe^ 
dral more Ctwespondent to the importance of tiie hi* 
shopric^ and the grandeur pf the city. |t is not that 
the interior is, not decorated with beautiful tapestry 
and superb .gilding, that the habits of the priests and 
holy vessels do not announce the supremac|r of the 
church to which they belong; but its construction^ 
style of architecture, dimensions ai4 distribution, 
have nothing august^ commanding^ or r^ular. 

It is ?ibout two hundred and fifty feet in length, by 
seventy-five in breadth: low, supported on the inside 
by twenty-four pillars in four rows running lengtlh 
wise. The two centre rows from the nave^ twenty^ 
five feet wide, and the two others divide the ^les, 
at the 4ifitan6e of twelve feet and a h^f each; so that 
the nave alone has the width of the two aisles^ which 
are on tixe right and left of ea(:h side, ^he high s^ltar^ 
instead of being in conformity to the Romish churchi 
is placed against the wall. The choir occupies the 
moiety of the nave, and the distribution of this church 
is such, that it does not allow more tlian four hundred 
persons to see the priests who celebrate mass« at 
which soever altar they officiate. The exteriof owcsj 
nothing either to the taste or the ability of the arti^ 
ficer. The steeple alone> without having received 
aRj^ embellishment from art, |ias at least the mer^t q( 
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m boldness^ that the cathedial is very hr from posses « 
sing. Ilie only clock in Caraccas is in this steeple; 
k strikes the quarters of the hour, and divides the 
time with tolerable exactitude. , 

The humble architecture of the principal place of 
tvorsMp'in Caraccas, is owing to a cause which the 
honour of the inhabitants dendands that I should re- 
fate. The episcopal seat having been transferred 
from Coro to Caraccas, in 1636, there was, necessa- 
rily, before that time, no cathedral inf this town; and 
tvhen they began to execute the plan of a superb 
churchy a severe earthquake^ coniing on upon the 
1 1 A of June, 1641, at three-quarters past eight in 
the morning, and which caused infinite desolation in 
the city, was regarded as the advice of providence lo 
render the edifice better calculated to resist these 
sorts of catastrophes, than to captivate the admiration 
ef virtuosi. They, from that moment, no more 
th<^ught of, or rather, totally renounced, magnificence, 
in ord^ to bestow on it solidity alone. But nature, 
having made no other aberration of this kind at Ca^ 
raccas, they have resumed the project of building an 
elegant cathedral 



Churdhes and Convents. 

In Caraccas there are five parish churches; the 
Cathedral, St. Rosolia, St. Paul, la Candelaria, or 
Candlei^as, and Alta Gracia; three monasteries of 
friars; the Franciscans or Cordeliers, the Domini^ 
cans, and those of la Merci/; one house of preaehers; 
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one ho^i^UaJof Gi^chin$; twQ.«unneric|, me ^ ik$ 
QoJtjLceptipn, ^e other of tbp C^urmcli^es; q^ howe 
of Educandas, or for the ^ucatioa of yo^iqg women ; 
three churches; St. Mauripe^, the Trinity^ and Jle Di^ 
Vina Fastara, vdiich tl?e Spaniards oA JSmUtas, 
Ijt^raUy bej:niitages, beo^ethey are i^t parisb 
cbm?chcsi, apd belong neither, to. convents, npr to hos^ 
yitab* These sorts of plpces of iworsbip? alw^s owe 
their existence and s^jpport to th^ pio^ liberajity of 
the faithful in the quartei? where they are placed. 
Each of them has a ftatei;i?ity >^^iic|i regiUates the ex^ 
pe^^ditures and cereippniei^ and collects th^ alms.-— 
To each are attached ^ alnjoper^; an4 ni^y af^ustant 
priests. Th^re^are t>vo hospilals, one appopriated to 
men, the Qtl^^ to women; las%i thcnejs. a l)^Ua| 
for l€3)ersj ^^^a church ii^ the gift of d^ academjt 

The churf;)^ of Otraccas^ are in gener^ well 
built. That,>^hich surpasses all the otheis is the 
parochial church of Alta Gracia; whosfe st7iscti«6 
would do hpnonr to th?/6rst <ji^iqs, in Fiian?e, Tha 
right th^t virtue md decenoy has^ to pubUc estem» 
^nd admiraticfp^ renders it a duty in me tp i^dsa/ 
known, that the free men of colour in the viciaag* 
of this church, have, with the aid of a few contribu- 
tions from the whiteSj, constructed and adorned it at 
thehr own expence. That of Cwiddaria owe^ Its 
erection and solidity to the Islanders of the Canaries, 
fesidept in that quarter. 

After these two churchc?, arcIUtecture peq^tffes 
that I mention those of three convents of ^riapp, Mvbkh 
are built on the same fl^ir onJy th^t the interiors of 
tb? ciiwcb of the Frwci^caps, aqid those of ia Mcrct/'^ 
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MC executed with a little more care* They have this 
peculiftrity, each before the principal gate of th^ 
church, and on a line *vith the street^ has a yard sui^ 
rounded by a wall, in front of the churchrdoor, which 
is raised so high as to conceal it from view. The 
jreason given to me for this, was, the obligation de* 
cency laid them under not to expose to the irreve-* 
rence of passengers, either the sanctuary, or the cele- 
bration of its mysteries. That of St, Philip, of Neri, 
or of the preachers, which has tiie .dignity of an ordir 
aary chapel, is about, to be replaced by a large duupcl^ 
which is to be actually built from the prodiuseof the 
liberality of a lady of Caraccas. , * 

All the chuiH^cs are very neat, but loaded wilh 
giU«Dg from the^ bottom of the altar to the ceiling. 
Tbose authors, who^ Uke Robert&on^ have s<> viucJi 
eried up their riches, assuredly have oot fortoed tim 
idea from those of Caraccas, unless they haw taioeit 
every thmg that is gilded fbrmaasy gold; &r without 
that, it is impcesible to account for their error. Thie 
churches have every thing that isTpreper fior decency 
ofwojisbip; but there is ndkher profusion nor poitip. 
The linen^ the lace, the tapesiry, the habits of ihit 
holy virgins and fatha:^, when Aey walk in pooces** 
won> or when they are exhibited on the octanes of 
^heir festivals, and the ornaments of their miniMersA 
must necessarily have cost a great. deal <3f moneys 
but, as soon as these articles are made up, they cease 
lorj^resent any eflfbctive value, acid mn tio longer 
be regarded as riches. . Gold^ silver^ and dtamonds 
alone possess an intriasic value; and these are yeryr 
for from being abundant, Of this we may judge 
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from the frequent removals of. some large silver 
chandeliers, owned by the cathedral, and which arc 
lent to the other churches when they celebrate any 
^freat festival. 



Religious Customjs, 

The people of Caraccas, like the whole Spanish 
nation, are proud of being christians^ and in this they 
are right; but they deceive themselves, in imagining 
they cannot be so, without mixing the same pride fai 
the practice of religion. The humility of the creature 
is, without doubt, far more agreeable to the Deity, 
tiian his ostentation. Charity, or the lov« of God an4 
our neighbour, is that which constitutes the christian 
and ckizen. Put I foi^et that I am only an hjstb- 
irian, and not a theologist; an observer, and not a re* 
former. Let him who will, treat on these inexhausti- 
ble matters; for my part, I return to the path whidi 
conducts to my end, . « 

The Spaniards are exceedingly assiduous in die of* 
ficcs of religion, that is to say, in masses, days of duty, 
sermons, and processions; for^ one would scarcely 
believe that they do not rank vespers among th^ 
number of religious exercises, as is done in France/ 
lind even in Spain. 

The men go to church in nearly the same dress as 
we do. They must, however, be in a coat, great 
coat, or covered with a cloak. Neither rank nor co- 
lour dispenses with one of these three dresses. 
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Religious Habits of thfiWomeni 

The habits qf the women, rich or poor, especially 
Df the whites, are most rigorously reqiurod to be 
blaqk. The dress consists, in a pe^icoat and veil of 
'Waci;. Slaves alone are bound to b^ve a white veil 
. This religious custpm ha4 no doubt for its object, 
by imposing on the sex the obligation of a veil, to 
banish from the temple of the divinity improper 
luxury, seductive coquetry, impure desire, wanton 
Jooks; and by establishing an uniformity of dress, 
^nd of colour, to remind the faithful of the equiKty 
which subsists in the presenp? of God, and to himler 
i;iches, birth, and. rank froni profaning the Ssanctity 
pf t|ie place by distinctions ^Iw^ys afffictiag to those, 
>vho join indigence to an obscure descent. But this 
vise institution, like all <hos^ which come from the 
Jhaind of man, in passing through the course of a few 
ages, has, IjkjB manners, become corrupted, and hae 
y^erve4 nothing of its priginal purity but the colouiv 
Vfhicb remains black, 

Th^ dress which, at its first institution. Was re* 
<|Uire4 to be the ewune for all women, and of a stuff 
f xceedin^ly cheap, is become the most studied and 
expensive. The veils of gauze whitsh the womea' 
^¥ear, show, to the eye desirous of sych representa* 
♦ions, the freshness of every feature. This habiU^ 
pient, purely religious, sance its chief use is for divmc 
offices, made of silk or velvet enriched with th^ most 
f legant blonc^ often costs from four to eight hundred* 
l^ard dollars. Those who blush at publishing tfaeir 
jpoverty j)y garments less rich, give thenufelves up ^ 
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all sorts of priyatioiMi if> rival trthens. The most im- 
patient prefer to this slow and sometimes impractica- 
ble mocie of fJcamAiiy, means more expeditious, but 
fc*s hoiest. How oftttt does this raiment of modesty 
md bft^nliiess beeotne the price of crintinal con- 
deseensiof). This habit, in some degree' tht IWety of 
pwrndemie, is not, however, «o rigorous as to be 
mtbout its "^^ccep'tions. ' 

PerO/eHtkU Dresses. 

Mmy la&os; tb divfert ftie vengeance of Heavctr; 
trfth i^hieh <hey think ihemselres mchatcd, whether 
HI dangerous, Sidtifies^es or other occasrbns, make 
vows to aseiet at Itligions cercmtmics?/' during a thai 
jMsoportioned to tifee in^mi'nence of the dimmer, orlnl- 
ppfta»ce of the #equ*«j 4n a dress^ emblematic 6f thft 
power they have fcalld* to ilheir aM; i^ ^Hat, if they 
lyure invoked Cair lady of id Mcrciy they wear^ habit; 
vrith some little diflfet^ftce, of that order, at least dl 
-the same colour and stuff. Those who owe t|he%^dt& 
abetted t!6 our lady df tive (Seven Sorrows; wieat* a 
Wack dress wkh a heart of reA stuff on the left*iil8. 
TJhe gftatitode thaft is due to oUr lady of labuht Car^ 
«cfe- w tesfifi^ by a vibJet- habit with a laf^e medaf 
en the 1^ ^ide. Wh^n St Frahciis is idditess^i the 
habit of' his^ order is borne, th^ colour of w^ch, irt 
Spanidi Americai is blue, &tf, &c, .\ '^\} ' 

Ifhdgewho have no other mfcini? of ;j[jrocuririg tli^ 

ganketits of ihe chnriih ^jecullair to their -'sex, are 

(jWlgeAto goto tHose masses which are said before 

N^^,, and are called, vtissus de fna^ugnda, IVy 
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are celebrated at those houfs only, for the conve- 
nience and; spiritual advantage of those, wha hiavfi 
not t3lojh^. sufficiently decent to enter a chwch in 
li^day. . 

Festivals. , 

.... _^ ^ (-■'* . ■ - 

* Hie Spaniards know not of any other festivals ihaa 
thoBe which are fpund in the Romish calendar. They 
are sq iiiultiplied at Caraccas, that there are very fiew 
-days in the year on which they do not celebrate some 
saint, or some virgin, in one of the chm*c)ies tfa^t 
ij««e situated there* What midtiplies, them tix infinity, 
10, that every festival is preceded by a newvaiuey or 
9: succession of nine days, consecrated to prayer 
alone; and followed by aa Octave, m sueoession of 
f^ht days, during which the faithful of the quaiterv 
attd even of the rest of the city, to their prayers join 
public amusem^ts^ such as fire-works, coqiicerti^ 
balls, &c. but the pleawres of these festivals are 
never extended to the balls. Feasts, which, even 
according to their etymology, ought to he the soul of 
festivals, and in fact are so among other people, are, 
in a* Bdaiiner, unkuown to the Spsmiarda. This nation 
is sedate, even in the delirium of pleasure. 
' Ihe uaosfc brilliant acts of these festivals^ are ^ 
yfjocessiojM^ of the saint who is celebrated. They 
ahvs^s take pkce in the afternoonf. The saJnt, a^ 
h^ge as life^ is richly dressed. Ife k carried' on a 
tfiikh, ver)5 handsomely dficorated, and^ folfo^^ved or 
pre^ecbed by' some other saint ofthe ianie chwch^ less 
fun^^ooa]^ adomedi A munbei? of flags and crosses 
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of)dn the irtarcli. the iticii vrfk in fvr6 lines^ fcttli 
of the principal persons has in his hand a wax laper; 
then como the music, the ckfgVi the civil authori-^ 
ties, and lastly, the womcin, surrouiid^ with a barriei* 
of bayonets. The train is always very numerbus.-^ 
The frames of all the windows in. the streets through 
vrhkh the procession movds, are ornamented with 
hamgings floating in the air, which give to thfe wfiole 
quarter an aif of festivity that exhilarates. The* 
windows themselves arfe adorned with women, who 
crowd to them from all parts of the city, to enjoy this 
agreeable exhibition^ 

Hie principal, and almdst delusive devotion of 
the SpaniardSji is to the holy virgin. They have her ' 
in all tiie churches, under diHerent appellations, each 
of which has been established in a manner more oT 
leas miraculous ; of th^se there are two, sufficiently 
remarkable for the singularity of their inauguration^ 
to require that I should partake with tradition in the 
* care of preserving the memory of them. 

Our Lady of Copa Cohana. 

The first is our lady of Copa Cobana. An Indian^ 
tradition says, walking in the streets of Caraccasi 
pulled off his hat; he saw a half-real f^l out of it, 
which is nearly of the size of our half-Iivres. Rejoic- 
ed at this good luck, he nms as fast as he is able, td 
the first tavern, and lays it out in brandy. He sallies 
forth, and going to se:^ himself at the comer of a 
street, where he has occasion to pull off his hat again, 
out drops another half-real. More astonished than at 
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ifa^ he neyertheless spends it in brandy. A momenli 
after; he^ for the third time, takes off his hat, and 
another, or the same demi-real falls on the ground* 
He picks it up, examines it, and observes on it the* 
figure of a virgin. He deposits this precious piece in ^ 
a scapulary, which he hangs on his neck and uxidec. 
his shirts A short time after, he assassinates a maoi. 
He k arrested^ imprisoned, and condemned to be 
hanged. Tlie executioner places the cord round his 
neck ; it breaks. He puts on one more strong ; if 
breaks in the same manner. The Indian then declares 
that this miracle was worked by virtue of our lady of 
Copa Cobana. He de^ir^s them to take off his sc!a- 
puWy, and they find in it the half-rea^ which was- 
now grown as big as a dollar, and the figure of the 
virjpn mournful and in a sweat. 

The Indian requested that they would remove her- 
to the church of St. Paul, and that they would have 
recourse to her for every thing they wished to obtain 
from heaven. This was granted, tmd the Indian vtas 
hanged. The common council, or municipality of 
Caraccas, ordained, that they should address to this 
virgin those prayers for rain, which drought might 
render necessary. In fact, whenever the rains do 
not come at the desired time,, they go in proce$m)nto ' 
. seek our lady of Copa Cobapa> at St. PapFn, and car- 
ry her to the^cathedral, where she remains two days^ 
in high festival. They carry her back with the same 
solemnity to St. iPaul's. The archbishop, the chap- 
ter, all the vicarai, priests, monks of all the convent*?, 
the captain-geu^al, royal audience, and common 
council, assist ; at ^these^ processions. Without at- 
tacking the foundation of this miracle, I ought to 
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«4y, that Ae tradition is not in all points exact ; ftrf 
this virgin, which ought to be found oil n doBfMTy 
is nepresented by a litdr wooden flgore, sev«i oi* 
eight inches Itmg, ccwei^ with gold and jewefe> ai^ 
carried in a shrine. How can that which was silver^ 
be of wbod I and ^ medal become a statue ?^ TJfket^ 
isrSBome reason for adl this^ which a nnmber of old 
wotnen must know^ tbcmgh I ha\ e been unable to ex-^ 
plaiii 

Our La^ of Soledad. 

The second virgin fitmnd in Caraccas by a miracle^ 
is our Lady of Soledad. A rich female of Caraccasy 
possessing estates on the coaM, between Porto^Ca- 
vello andGuayra^ requested fiiom Spain^ a model of 
Qiir Lady of Soleiiad^ who is worshipped at Madkid 
]fi^ a chapel dedicated to her. One day waMng c^ 
tbe sea shore> she saw on the beach a chest on which 
filie. bdiddl her address. Astonished at this adVeneure> 
sbe caused the chest to be carried to her resMenee. 
They opened it^ and a superb statue of oup Lad|f of 
Soledad struck the eyes of all the assistants. They 
prostrated themselves, cried out a mirac}e> and no^ 
longer addressed eiAcr vows or prayers, ft>any Bu# 
thia virgin. A few d&ys after> Ae vesse?^ ii^ which 
Ae virgin requested from Spain ought to have tome, 
arrived ast the port ,of Guayra. Hie capfiain wftited 
en the lady, put into her hand the letter ot adVlce; 
then melting' into tears, declared that having encoun- 
tered on his passage a th^eadfui storm,' they were 
obliged^ in order to ease the vessel^ to cast into tJrt 
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^ek whatever came first to temd; and that, uhfortu^ 
nai*ly, the chest in which the virgin of Soledbd vm, 
h^ ma«ie a part of Ac things thrown oVeibwud, 
They compared dates^ and verified Aat the Virgte of 
Soledad was found on tte beach on the very day of 
die storm; They died anew) a miracle ! The news 
Spread in all parts; and the credit of our I^uly of So- 
ledad was everlastingly established; The lady of Ca- 
raccas at her death; bequeathed her to the convent of 
Francisc^s, where she. is prayed to and invoked in 
all those difficulties, from whence it is tl^ought they 
cannot be extricated but by her intercession. 

itheaire. 

The oiily public knustoient at Caraccas is the 
theatre, which they enjoy bnly on festivals. Theprice 
bf admisdon, being oilly a real; about 60 C€i0s, suf* 
iiciently indicates the excellence of the actors; as 
well as the beauty and convenience of the ph|ce. All 
the pieces, in themselves most wretched, are, more- 
over, miserably performed. The declamation of this 
theatre; by no means deserving the eai* of Thespis^ 
is a species of monotonous stammering, very hkt the 
tone in which an infant of ten yem old recites a bad* 
ly studied le^on. No grace, no action; noinflectton 
of voice, not a single natural gesture ; in a word, no« 
thing of that which constitutes the actor of a common 
dieatre. The performers of Caraccas may be com- 
pared to those merry^smdrews viho run fifom fair, to 
fiair, living rather on the produce of.CGo^ppsion, than 
ty Ae plewure &i?y aflSw* 

Vot. ll. V 
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After this picture^ every due ^wa]d coficttkb that 
imeh ail exl^ibkton ought to be deserted^ or at ' kast 
.Snufdtm^ by diat part of the people only which.h^ 
nesfter lasite nor education. Oi the contrary, how- 
ever, rich and poor, old and young, nobles ami ple- 
beians, Ihe goTeming and governed, all most assicbi- 
^eusly attend thi^ theatre. The only pt)blem vrliidi I 
bate been unable. to solve, in all my observations at 
Caraccas, is die indifference of the inhabitants of dus 
city, vdio in other respects are possessed of ^iste and 
very CMSfderable informaticm, on so essential a point 
of public amuai^nent. 

The blame of equal negligence falls immediately 
on the local authorities, to whose superintendance and 
attention is entrusted the care of public ornaments, 
arid the recreation of the people. The city of Ca- 
raccas is sufficiently important, as well frpm it$ po- 
pulatiw as its commerce, to have a theatre that 
might adorn the city, and the actors of which should 
hcrt be mere automata. 

The thitsitfe demands so much the mojre of the at-^ 
tention of the magistrate 9s it tnakcs a vay impor- 
tant article of public instruction. It only nanrcws the 
ideas, enslaves the mind, debases the soid, contmoes 
f)r creates {a^illanimity, when die performance is in 
a garret by men widiont talents, whose tongues seem 
rathor to obey itbe law^ 4£ mechan^in than the im-» 
pulse of tentinnsnt. 

The stage is dangerous, when ^ pieces. repit- 
sented aorenhscene iBid imniQaral; when th^ intrigue 
is gross ;' viTtoB Umxd tntp dierision ; parental au- 
thority ridicHled ; the laws sc<rfled nt, a^ basenefii 
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f€nAeteA trittiriphant. It then becomes flie school 6f 
vice and eorriipHon. 

The stage> to be ideally tisefuli ought to admit of 
ilo other pieces than those in which cunning, disho*- 
llesty, seductioti> have but an ephetneral success; 
ift which stupid pride, foolish vahity, hateful false* 
hood, always terminate by yielding the honours of 
i^iprobation to modesty and candour; where true 
courage, loyalty, and benevolence are placed in the 
rank of the first of virtues ; ivhere filial respect and 
parental tenderness captivate public admiration; 
where bbour and industry are reverenced, where 
ealumny inspires horror, and slander contempt, &c* 
But, ho\^ever discreetly theatrical pieces may be 
combined, the firuit which ought to be reaped front 
ihhm, d*pin4s aib miich on the manner in tvhich they 
ate repreisented, z$ on the nature of the composition. 
IV iJ^t piece coldly delivered, atid without any ob- 
fervation of the rules prescribed by art, makes nd 
more impression on the spectators than vei^pei^, or 
the psalm singing of lukewarm Christians^ 

It is necessary that the actor should be aflTected 
^th his part to play it with success. His soul ought 
to be filled with the sentimenti of the piece, ih ordet 
to cbmmutiicatcf them to the beholder ; for it is impos^ 
i^fe to Tiidke others feel^ what We <!o not feel our- 
selves. Without ease and correcftiesar of gesture, 
tirithoirt just Jnflectioiis of voice, without clearness of 
pronunciation, it is more agreeable and more useful 
io read a piece than see it represented* 

A theatre established on the principles t have de- 
scribed, is a red schoo} for manners, where the heart 
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is formed by acquiring a love of virtue and aUior* 
rence of vice; a court for the national language, 
^here every one learns to fix his ideas on the true ac- 
ceptation of words ; a model for oratory, where all 
those who are destined for the bar or the church may 
acquire the talent of moving the passions, and open- 
ing the way to the heart by the irresbtible power of 
eloquence. 

With these relations, a good theatre is one of the 
y ]) '// , ^ most useful institutions a city can adoptX It is for 
^. ; , , / youth, an object of amusement and instruction ; for 
V / . . old age, of recreation, and, according as the magis- 

' ^ ^ ' ' tracy gave it a prudent direction, it might contribute 
to reconcile to Jaw the respect, and to public autho- 
rity> the obedience, which are their due, , 

Inhabitants of Caraccas ! should these cursory re- 
flections ever reach you, receive them as a tribute of 
gratitude for the air you permitted me to breathe 
among you. ,' t\o f. .^ t i v . ', , \.' "^^^^ i^^-i ^ :[ 

Tennis Court. 

, Since I am describing the public amusements of 
Caraccas, I ought to speak of the three tennis courts, 
in which they play with the hand and the racket. One 
is situated at the southern extremity of the city, neat 
the river Guayra; the second, at the eastern part, not 
far from the Catuchp ; the third, also to the east, a 
quarter of a league from the town. 

The Biscayans have introduced this gam^ and 
have abandoned it, to the people of the country, who 
observe its rttles most exactly; and who, without 
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efepia^ing an address so admirable as^. that of the Ks- 
cayans theriiselves, play itneyerdielesswellenou^ta 
divert the amateurs who assist at their prties. Very: 
few whites amuse themselves with tennis, and it is in 
generalpkyed with a racket. ' : 

A few billiard tables, in bad condition, arid which 
scarce any person frequents, constitute, in some de* 
gree, the complement of amusements of Caraicc^i. 

We should deceive ourselves hoWever, if we should 
infer from this penury of amusements, that the Spa- 
niards are not gamesters ; the passion for gambling 
reigns among them more than with us. They are 
even rash in their play. Neither loss nor gain obtains' 
from them any emotion oJF impatience or of pleasure. 
The sensations of good cw bad fortune, are concen- 
trated in their souls. To speak properly, it is only 
at play that they appear to set no value on money. 
Those who game deep have had, until 1800, the po^ 
lice for their enemy. They were obliged to elude its^ 
vigilance by frequently changing the place of their 
meeting, and admitting into the secret those alone 
who were of tlie party. But for these tfiree or four 
years it has been only the poor who have been watch-r 
cd, imprisoned, and eondemn^ in penalties by the 
police on account of gaming. Those above the com-^ 
mon rank have a tacit permission to reciprocally ruin 
themselves at play, without the magistrates taking 
offence at it. 

If there were at Caraccas, public walks, lyceums, 
cabinets of literature, coffee-houses, this, no doubt, 
would be the time to make them known. But, to 
the shame of this great city, I aw obliged to announce,. 
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iib9t time i^xMlaawnki it mf otihftMe^^^ dknh 
ncteristic of die pr ogre w of dvilisatioii. Bvery Sp^ 
niifd lives Ib hislidiKM; as ia apriiOD. UtnuvtrwAik 
out but to go to ohurcli^ w difldierge th^ duties ot 
his station. He does not seek ever to aofte? dieri? 
gDuei of his retreat by games of pastime ; fiir he 
loves only diat play yfbi(^ ruins^ not the pU^ wbidi. 

Inhabttanta, 

The tity of Caracas contains, acccnrding to tlie 
pmA certificates of 180^, thirty-K)»e thousand two 
hundred attd thirty-four souls; but according to the 
vemark mad^ on these returasf, in Chap* III. there 
are fr<wii forty-one to forty-two thousand pei«ona.«*r* 
This population is divided between whites^ slavey 
freedf^persons^ and a very few Indians, The ^t form 
Merfy the fdurth of the whole; the slayes a thiidj 
ihe Indians i tw«ptiethj and the fireed^-p^raoiis tfaA 
rast* 

Among the whiter, there are mt of the CastiKan 
nobility: Aree marquises^ and three counts. Th^ 
all pretend to be lioble ; nearly one-third ^ recog^ 
nized as such without any inquiry. To speak cor*" 
rectly, no white Sjaniard is a commoner but when 
he is poor. 

All the whites are either planters, merch^tis, miHh» 
tary men> priests, monks, or employed iu the admi-' 
nistration of justice or finance. A white Spaniards' 
especially a Creole, how poor soever be may bft 
would tbiiik himself dssgtac^ tp owe his 9ubfli$te(H«: 
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hafid». He dirfftw hiniger, iimat, the inclemency of 
iveafher^ vi^ ft stoicism so axfanimbl^ a§ to givc^ kim 
not a single tliou^t about any thing bttt rattig;ue/ 
Nothing, according to hiiri, degrades a 'man so much 
as labour. Be believes Aat it is hnposWIfle to pfe- 
serve one's dtgnity, and do Ttonoiir to oneli anc?est!ors, • 
except wkh a pen in the Imnd, a sword by thi side, 
or a breviary under the eyes. Chap. IfF. ccm^ns 
ev^ry ihfbrriiatioh that can te desired res^c^ng the* 
Creoles, and it 'is sufficient to refer the reader to it» 

Wliitc Europeans. " 

' The Ea#dpea?ns who are in this city, ike seat of aff- 
the autRoK^ties, constitute at least two' very difi^rent^ 
cfes^s: 

The first eomprehendi*i those who^come ffoni Spda • 
viith offices, the abuse they in gehei^ eoimnit Wiffi ■ 
thesis friiks of their lo»g soKcitatibns coiftributfes not' 
a llttte to the Edunnurs of the Creoles, who regard ^ 
an injustice every employment bestowe* on any' 
otfael^ than themselves. The luxury of fhwse officers 
vying wt^ that of the Credit, who wfair powerii to' 
nteitttaih the contest, presents, ftiwjuSttHjt enough, 
the picture in the fable, of the ox and the frog. If 
the attack was confined to acquired knowledge, the 
fi^d of batde would no dctiibt remain with the Crc^ 
olesT foft in general^ those sent from Europe find in 
Amelia people better instructed than themselves/ 
The Crebles, afe I have already siaid,- have excelfeit 
iwtftfal ^iKtleS. They are forid of die sciences, aftd 
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ai» cvpMt of gmt iqppliotfioa. We see ameng 
them profound theolo^aoi alkl eouimit couuel. If 
we do not iho see popsons iMl ddUed in political 
econoorjr^ it is beciuise ^l»tever is pot in the canoq 
Of civil law lib^nifliied firom tfaei^ schools. 

The secoi4 c|ass qf ]Suropeans who go to CarsGr 
cas is composed of thone whoqd fnduslryj or the 
desire of making a fortime^draws thither. . The pror 
vince of Catalonia^ and that of 3iscay are thpse 
which famish the most. They have each ^ ^^kmo^t 
equal degree of industry; but the Biscayai^jt without 
frtiguing himself so mudi^ knows better how to di^ 
ract his. He is mc^ enterprising in trade, mwe as; 
sidoous in agriculture dum die Cataloniani i4io mr- 
pisses him, ptriiaps, in hd>otti^ bqt haa iH>tstidi.«« 
Urgtd viewi^ or ideas so expanded* The fbesf is 
never torrified by die magnitude or the danger el* ^ 
fpecuhrtion. He calculates much on chancy fnd die 
feputfldoit of siitit^. Thp second acts ^idi greMer 
caudoQ* %e undertakes only what is easy, and what 
he judigespiop(»rdoned to his strengA and his mett^. 
Cultivadon ne^per? or very rar^y, tnUan into his fmvc 
jecte of fcnrtime. His spirit is purely mercantile,— ^ 
They hqA distingui^ diemsehres am<mg die otha* 
cidzeni; by die goo^ faith of their fransac^c^tifi and 
die punctudity of their payments. 

The Spaniards from die Canaiy Isdandsi, wInMi 
want radier than ambition^ forces to leave dieir na- 
tive soil to establish diemselyes at Cai^cas, carry 
there die s^me industry as the Catalonians 9pd the 
Biscayani;. Their genius assimilates diem more ^ 
^ ht^ 0^n the fo^men In ponij^quenc^, fbey 
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wee both of them useful citizens^ as are all those ivho 
Sjeek to ^in their livelihood by honest ivays^ and 
make it their pride to prove by example^ that man 
is born for l#d>o(ir 

Women. 

The city of Caracc^ is adorned with a sex^ charm^ 
ing, mild, tender and seductive, We there see few 
h^ooAsB; but, with hair of the blackness of jet, the 
women have the white of alabaster. Their eyes» 
large and finely shaped, speal^ in an expressive inan* 
Jtffr, that language which is of all countifes, without 
heing of all ages. The oirnation of their lips is de^ 
liigfatfttUy jsofiened by the whiteness of their skins* 
a0d concurs to form that efssemble^ which we d^uH 
minate beaqty. It is a pity diat their stature doea 
t|ot Gorrei>^|id with their duipe. We see few ^dbove 
tiie midctte size, many below. It would be losing 
time to search for pretty feet. As Acy pass a great 
pwtioa <^ iSmt lives at Uieir windows one would 
aay« that mtiire h^d wished to embellish only tha^ 
p^ of their bodies, which they expose to view. — 
Their jrttw w rather elegant. They feel a kind of 
igmity on being taken for French; but^ wbrtevor re- 
sifsmblance there may be in the dress, there is too litr 
^ in 4lie gait, the step, a|i4 gra«:e, to pmnit the 
iUunpn to subsist. 

T^e Ci^y of Camccas has dpne very little for the 
education (^^f the men, nothing for that of the women. 
)fo schod ia a^roprialed to the girls. They learn, 
^^fore^ only what their parents teach them; which 
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is limfted to a number of prayers, to reading badly, 
and spelling worse. None but a young man, inspired 
by love, can decypher their scrawls. They have nei- 
ther dancing, drawing, nor even music masters. All 
that they learn is reduced to playing by rote a few 
times on the guitar and forte-piano. There are very few 
who have the first ideas of music. In spite of this 
defect of edtfcation, the women of Caraccas knew 
pretty well how to unite social manners with decent' 
betevi^r, ^nd the art of coquetry with the modesty 
oftbdr-sex.- 

This^icture snits ottly those laxiics whose husbands^ 
cr relsrtfons enjoy a decent fortune, or exercise hicra-- 
tive €«nplc^mentsr for that portion of the feir sex 
whomfUte condemns to plfocure thieif livelihood, know 
scarcely any other meahs of support^ thaw that of 
firovokiiig the passions,' to gain soriiething by satis^ 
fying them.^ More t&tfi t\vo hundred urifbrtiih^tes' 
pass Ae-dayy coViei?^ with tags, in the recesses bf 
rliittg, vAneti they takte care to keep shut, «md, ne^er^ 
^ ©Bt, but >t night, to draw from vice the^ gross. 
stribuiisteAt^ of the morrow. Their dress fe $f wWte^ 
petticoat and -veil, witlv a paste*bo«ird'hat, covered^ 
with silk, to which is attached Ji tirft of tinsd and 
^tiAcial &]wers; The same dress often serves alteiP' 
nately, andon the-same Aight, two or- three 6f these' 
immoral beings, wh<im idleness retains in this vie?** 
ous life. This^mode is in general accompanied, w 
at least always followed, by that of begging for cha« 
rity. The last becomes the only one, ^ soon as old^ 
age and infirmity nb longer perinit them to depend' 
on the produce of Kcentiousnoss, - ' 
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JDomeBtic Slaves. 

The class of domestic slaves in Camccas is coi^ 
mdenbl^ A man thinks himsdf rich only in pro«^ 
portion to Ae number of slaves in his h<Hise. It is^ 
necessary that he should have abcmt him four time» 
as many sen^nts as their work requires; vdthout 
iviueh a littleness is manifesled that announces a po-^^ 
verty winch all hide as well as thei^ can« ' A white 
woman of moderate fortune goes to mass on church 
days with two female negroes or muleftfoes in her 
suite^ though she doed not possess in other property 
an equivalent capital. Those who are notoriously 
rich are followed by four or five servant women> and 
diere remain as many more for each white of the^ 
same hooise who goes to anoth^ church. There are 
fimiiUes in Caraccas with twelve and fifteen female 
sov^laati^ caxlusive of the footmen in the service of 
il^i men. The most effectual mode of lessening the 
injury which this species of luxury does to the la-^ 
faourers of the ccmntry, would be to impose on each 
siqierfluous domestic a tax heavy enough to reduce 
die humbtt*. If vanity 'idumld prefe* to pay rather 
than to give up, the product employed in some pubr' 
lie cstabUsbment would compensate society ibr die 
less of their labour. 

Freed persons. 

It is provable ^at there is not in the whole West* 
Jndies a city where there i^ so many freed persons" 
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or descendants from them, in proportion to the oth« 
classes, as in Caraccas. 

Tbey there exercise all those handicrafts the white* 
'despise^ Every one who in a carpwiter, joiner, ca- 
binet-maker, mason, blacksmith, locksmith, tailor^* 
shoemaker, goldsmith, &c. is or was a freed-man.^— - 
They excel in none of these trades, because, Icam- 
Hig tliem mechanically, they constantly offend against 
their principles. Besides, indolence, which is in their 
nature, «}:ti»gubhes in them that emulation to which 
the arts owe all their progress* Yet the carpenter's 
and mason's work is tolerably regular ; but cabinet- 
making is sti^ in its infancy. All these artisans, de- 
pressed by an nidifference that seems more peculiar, 
to their race, but generally to the soil they inhabit 
and the npition to which they are associated, work but 
very little; and^ what appears in some deg^ree contradio^ 
lory, is, tlu^t they woii^ much cheaper than European 
artificers, They exist but by means of the grea te st 
sobriety, and in the midst of all sorts of privations^ 
In general, overloaded with children, they live heapi^ 
together in miserable shells, i^ere they have for 
tl^eir whole bed nothing but an ox^-hide, and for sib- 
lenance, only the provisions of the coimtry. The 
exceptions are very rare. 

In this state of poverty, no kind of work can Be 
required but they instantly demand ain advance.-^ 
The smith never has either iron or coal. The car^ 
penter never has \foo4 — pv^n fpr a table. They 
must have money to buy some. All have always the 
wants of a family, which he who orders their wirk 
Taust satisfy. Thus you begia by tying yourself tic^\ 
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the wcffkinan you employ^ and making yoiifself de^ 
pendent upon him. It is no longcxi possible to 
threaten his sloth with applying to another^ with 
vhom, besides, the very same inconvenience would 
take place. "" The only resource then — ^is that of 
pressing and superintending the work, and, in spite 
of all these attentions, there are always indisposi- 
fions, joumej's, festivals, which exhau^ the patience 
of the most phlegmatic* One is tlien very badly, or 
assuredly, very slowly served, 

It is easy to perceive that this torpor in the trades* 
people arises only from their aversion- to labour. lii 
truth, the major part never recollect that they have a 
trade till they are pressed by hunger. The reigning 
passion of this class of men is to pass their lives in 
religious exercises. They form exclusively c<»ps of 
the various fraternities. There are few churches 
which have not one or more, all composed of fret 
people of colour. Each has its uniform, which dif- 
fers from the others only in colour. It is a kind of 
robe closed like tlie habit of a monk, the colour of 
which varies according to the brotherhood it belongs 
to. Some are of blue, red, black, &c. The frater- 
nities assist at processions and burials. The mem- 
bers march in order, preceded by their banner, . They 
gain fay this nothing but the pleasure of being seen 
in a habit they bdieye commanding; they have one^ 
however, on which they lavish peculiar care; it is 
diat of Alta Gracia. Every free man of colour makes 
a sort of ostentatious display of this dress, and of tht^ 
neatness and riches of .this church. All the bearers 
of rosaries, who traverse the streets from night-fall 
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till after nine o'clock, are composed SoWy of f5rccdl 
persons. There is no example of any of thfese per* 
6ons having thought of cultivating the earth. 



University. 

The education of all the yolith of Caraccas, and 
of all the archbishopric is entirely settled in a colfegc 
and university united. The establfehment of tfie 
coB^;e preceded by more than sixty years that of the 
university. They owe it to the piety and to the at-» 
testiori of the bishop, Anthony Gonzales d'Acunna, 
who died in 1683. At present, they teach in it no- 
thing but Latin, and lecture only on philosophy and 
theology. 

. The increase of the city of Caraccas gave rise to 
tbe idea of aflferding a greater latitude, and different 
directions to the means of instruction. They de- 
manded the foundation of an university, which the 
pope accorded, on the 19th of August, 1722, and 
Philip 11. confirmed. The installation was perform-^' 
cd on the 11th of August, 1725. They digested the 
statutes which were approved by the king, the 4th of 
May, 1737. 

Since that era, and und^r tbe^ titles, the city of 
Caraccas possesses its university, to which, as I have 
just remarked, is united the college. 

This double establishment has a school fbf rei^rt^ 
and writing. 

Three Latin schools, in each of which they lecttire' 
on rhetoric, - 

I 
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Twd professors of philosopliy, one of whom is a 
sepular priest, or, layman, the other a Dominican. 

Four professors of theology : two for the Bchoha^ 
tic, one for the moral, and another for the positive 
or explanatory. This last mwst always be a Domi- 
nican. 

One professor of the civil law. 

One profeiasor of the canon lawl 

One professor of physic. 

The university and the college of Caraccas have fl 
ca{>ital of 47,748 hard dollars,. &|- reals, placed at 
int^^st, producing annually 2387 hard dollare, S|- 
reals. It is with this sum that they pay the twelve 
professors. They solicited of the king, in 1804; as 
addition, which probably will be granted. 

All the degrees of bachelor, licentiate, and doctor^ 
are recmcd at the tmiversity. The ih^t is conferr^ 
by the rector; the two others by the chancellor, w^ho 
is at the 9ame time a canon, with the title of 'master 
of the school. 

The oath of every degree is to maintain the imma-' 
culate concieption, neither to teach nor practise regi- 
cide or tyrannicide, and to defend the doctrine of Su 
ThofO^. 

They reckoned in the u^versity-colleg^ of Carac- 
cas in 18P*, sixty-feur boarders, and two hundred 
oppidam^ divided ^ follows : 

In the lower classes, comprehending rhetoric 202 

In philosophy - - - -- - 140 

In theology - - - .- • - - 36 ' 

In the canon ^<J civil law - - • - ,5^ * 
In physic - -* - - - - II 

At ttie school idt sieging by note * '^ . 22 ' 

- Total - 4^6 
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It is thiB nursery that furnishes the church ^ith 
mmisters, the bench with magistrates^ and the pub^ 
lie with protectors. 

J^oUce. 

The Spaniards are^ of all people known, those Vho 
do the least to establish a polke for public tranquil- 
lity. The sobriety which is natural to them> and still 
more their phlegmatic character, render quarrels and 
tumults very rare. Hence there is never any noise 
in the streets of Caraccas. Every body there is si- 
lent, dull, grave. Three or four thousand persons 
go out of church without making any more noise 
than a tortoise walking on sand. So many Frencbi 
restrained by the silence divine offices enjoin, would 
endeavour whilst quitting die church to obtain some 
compensation. Then, women and children would 
make by their chattering, a noise that would bd 
heard a long way. Four times as many Spaniards do 
not make the biizzing of a wasp. 

But if the qiidgistrate has nothing to fear from bois- 
terous oflfences, he would fall very short if his vigi-* 
lance were te be on that account less active. Assss^ 
sinations, thefts, frauds, treacheries, demand of him 
steps, investigations, measures cap^bk of putting tor 
the proof the most ardent zeal, and biffling the most 
penetrating sagacity. 

The Spaniard is not more exempt, perhaps he is less 
than any other, from that vindictive spirit, so much 
the more dangerous as it seeks to strike only in the 
dark, and of that rancour which covers itseff with the 
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^eil 6t friehdsHip, the Better to create aii^op|iortuttity; 
to gratify itself. He, who from his rank in society 
carl revenge himself only by his own handsj manifdsts 
very little or no anger when he deceives an offence; 
Init from that nionlent he wattches ah' opportunity 
which he scarcely ever lets escape, of plunging a 
dagger in the heart of hFs new enem^i safe in flyinff 
for retuge to some privileged church, in order that 
the ecclesiastical tribuilal might undertake to present,. 
as ah unfortunate accident, the most premeditated 
murder, and as a pardonable action, an act tHe most 
deserving of death. 

TKey, in peculiar, reproach the Spaniards' of An- 
dalusia with .thi$ criminal disposition. I have been 
assured af C^ccas, that these wicked transactions 
Rave taken place only since 1778, the epodh in which 
the liberty of trading with the provinces of Vene^ 
zuela, exclusively granted to the company o% Gui- 
puscoa, was extended to alnrost all the ports, of Spain^ 
and! drew to Caraccas a number of Spaniard frbm all 
the provinces, particularly of Andalusia. 

It is a fact, th&t almost all the assassinations which 
take place in Caraccas are committed by Europeani?- 
Those with which the Creoles may be accused aire zs 
rare as the thefts that may be imputed to the firsf'-r* 
The white$, or pretended whitc^ of the country, 
whom idleness, and all the vices it engenders, keep 
in sottishness and the most abjfect condition, and the 
frecdnlen, who .find it too irksome to live by their 
labour, are the only persons that can be reproiached 
with the thefts cothmitted in Caraccas* 

False measures, false weights, adulteration of* com*' 

Vol. II. a 
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modities and provisions^ are also common offences, 
because these are regarded less as acts of roguery than 
as proofs of an address of which they are vain. 

This is what ought, no doubt, to occupy the most 
vigilant police. Many other objects ought equally 
to partake of its care, such as the supplying the city 
with necessaries, a duty, that so far from constituting 
the eulogium of the magistrates charged with it, ac- 
cuses, on the contrary, their negligence. Would one 
believe, that the city of Caraccas, the capital of pro- 
vinces that might funiish homed cattle to all the fo- 
reign possessions of America, is herself, many days 
in the year destitute of butcher's meat? That the 
residence of a captain-general, the seat of an archbi- 
shop, of a royal audience, of the principal courts of 
appeal, a population of more than forty thousand 
souls, in fine, a garrison of two thousand men should 
experience scarcity in the midst of abundance? 

If filth does not accumulate in the streets, the fre- 
quency of rain is to be thanked, not the care of the 
police; for they are never cleaned except in honour 
of some procession. Those through which none 
passes are covered with a grass known by the name 
of dog-grass, the panicum dactylum of Linnaeus. 

Mendicity is, in all the countries of the world, 
within the cognizance of the police, yet \i seems ab- 
solutely estranged from that of Caraccas. The streets 
are full of poor of both sexes, who have for their whole, 
subsistence only the produce of alius, and who prefer 
tliis mode to that of labour. Religion, very badly 
ihterpreted on this subject, forbids, among the Spa- 
iiiard^j all inquiry into the ability which age and 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



195 

health gives the mendicant to procure a livelihood iA 
some other manner than that of holding out the 
hand. They believe, or at least they iU:t as if they 
believed, that the recommendation of the Evangelii* 
to bestow charity is an invitation to demand it. 

As soon as this opinion is entertained, it is under 
the protection, instead of being under the conrol of 
the police. At every hour of the day, the houses arc 
assailed by beggars. The impotent and the robust, 
the old and the young, the bKnd and those with their 
eyes, have all an equal right to charity* It is refused 
or given according to the abilily to bestow, not ac- 
cording to the degree of the necessity of hiiii who asks. 

The stranger has at first a great deal of trouble to 
reconcile this blind spirit of charity among the Spa- 
niards with the disgusting picture which of!ers itself 
at night of the poor lying down in the streets, along 
the walls of the church, the palace of the arobbishop, 
&c. without any security from the dew, so very dan- 
gerous in the torrid zone, nor from any other incle- 
mency of the. weather. But, when this is well ex- 
amined, we perceive that this disorder arises on the 
contrary from an excess of piety. Those who are 
t^en for unfprtuuates are only beggars whom ine* 
briating liquors prevent from choosing a bett^ 
asylum, and who avoid the beds of the hospitals be- 
<:ause the gates closed at an early hour deprive them 
of those iwecious moments, in which they consume 
in taffia the ,rec^ipts of the day. The police knows 
of these abuses without being able under pain of im- 
piety, to repress them. The livery of providence < 
that covers the mendicant, exempts him from all rule; 
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frcds-him from every cen^Urt, smd rendes?sn fiim in-*- 
violables -. 

To judge propcriy o^ the number of Beggars whd 
vander in the litrerts it is* necessary only to know 
that the srd^hishop^mskcsi^^^^ 
tion c^rery Saturday of a half sliiDbig^^'^tlW 
J^rt of a hard dollar, and that he dispenW at eSfch oP 
these pious works the sum of sev^ty-five or seventy-' 
six heanl ddldrs; vrhich makes- at least two hundred? 
beggars. And in this list are not included the bash-- 
fill indigents wha surpass tfiis" number, and among' 
vdiom the worthy prelate, Don Erancis^ d^barra^ t 
Creole of CaraccaSi s^cpstly distributfes hi» reveimes. 
. WouMinot a^ police w«ir adhiinist^etf judiciously 
select those who beg because they^c^hnot gain a live«^ 
lihood^^^and' would it not provide for the*^ subsistence* 
in bouses appropriated tcxtfaat pwp^se?^ Wwiltfit? 
not assign to the othlers a. labour p]^poi*tioned to 
their stopengA, Y^ich; migfbt procure/ theaft iftatnte- 

^ nance and something to spare? Ji^ fh^yi bdi^ve 
that obliging men to work, is a deed less agreeaWfe^to^ 
the Deity than that of pxDtecting them m riiebosonr 
of idlenessir where they lead- a life fiill oPv4ccs<wBic!r, 

, attitnesji ofiRsnd against good manneiSyi^ligion^ 2at^ 
public oida? ? All these abuses would dllG^petf ; n<^ 
doubt, by the^ execution of ittunici^l* laws. Kfif 
God grant, . that the prgudites of cusb3* may pvf 
j^ce to re2»on, and that Caraecas may' aT Ists^ enjoy 
the benefits of a \dse administration, oii \^hfch depend 
the safety, peace and happiness of the ehii;en9-t 

liie police of Caraccas is i*^ a number of ^ndk, 
peiiiaps in too many ; for public svperintendsoied ft* 
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i^pnm It meitTdi pmnt vAiert ^ould IferAinctte al) 

x:dli||ilaints> all iirformattioBs v/hich communicate fc> 

4heBndightoicd laagistrate Ae candiict df eveiy irt- 

tfidduad sat^ect to ^Ms inspeotion. By ihk means^ 

Jtte mrmdy deceived by unlfcijhful relations, by lying 

<«^Qrts. ISesides having Ae dew |o the intrigueis df 

^ilbi^pfiect^ ^csons, he mq^tsantly directs his c^re 

^aandvigil£fiiee4ov?ai?fe, whatever threatens the public 

l!inqttillity:i^ irtifeipdiut of view, the justiije df 

rwUch is pto^e£ % on* Istfge duties, the common 

^ettonciU composed of twpaty members, aided by tfi^ 

magfetyates of the wards, who ar^ commissaries ctf* the 

poike^ ^read thfough the city, would be more than 

^tfficient to manage the springs of the police. Bu+, , 

the presence of the authcdties, who wish to partict-'r 

p?rte in the ppejog^ives of command, hjw eaused a 

^vision of all matters of police bejh^een the govern^ 

Blent;, the lieutenant of the governor, and a member 

^ the audience, who, under the title of jitidge of the 

{nK)wnce, exercises, during Aree months^ the duties 

of the police, in affairs that demand i>p removal, ft 

fidlovws ftom thence, that die common cbimcrl is 

stripped of. \t3 natural junsdiction, exci^pt in those 

.caaes tuning pmns and trouble, which the othter aiiT 

|fafl^$ieQi confer as betiesitk them^ 

GonmunieiBtiem i^Uh tkk Interior. 

Caraccas, the centre of all the political, judiciri, 
^scal^ militay, coniMerelal and religious affairs of its 
fiependtncies, is ftatntally also that of all the interior 
(roooaifunkations/ The vast extern of the copntrj?. 
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•nd the imalliiess of its population^ make the Iocs* 
tion of toads a measure of government^ and the faot 
doeg^ not in the least contradict the circumstance. — : 
They are almost ^very where traced out, and nothing 
more. The sloughs and inundationis of the rivars, 
over which there are neither bridges nor ferry-boats, 
render the roads impassable in the rainy seasons; and 
in no time of the year are they convenient. They 
count the distance by days and not by leagues; but 
from my own experience, I calculate that every day% 
journey is ten leagues, each of two thousand geome- 
trical Pieces, 

The orders whioh the government sends to many 
of the interior towns arrive by express, in the same 
fnanner ^ all the acqounts they render, or the com- 
pk^nts they prefer to it. Posts are forwarded regii- 
brly and periodically, from the capital only for Mar 
lacaXbo, Porto Cavello, Santa Fe, Cumana, and 
Guiana. All the towns lying on the road to these 
five principal places enjoy the iidyantages of the 
mail. 

The post for Maracaibo leaves Caraccas every 
Jhursday at six o'clock in the evening. It carries 
|he letters for Victoria, Tulmero, Maracay, Valencia, 
St. Philip, Porto Qavello, and Coro. It takes twenty 
days to go fj-om Caraccas to Maracaibo. It comes 
from Maracaibo to Caracas only every fortnight; 
but from Porto CaveUo it arrives at Caraccas every 
Tuesday. 

The sixth and the twentynsecQud of every month 
H mail sets off from Caraccas for Sant^ Pe. It carrier 
th? i?prrespQn4^ncc of Sw Carlo?, Guanara, Ara\w^ 
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Tocuyo, Barqucsimeto, Vmna?, Merida^^arthagena^ 
St. Martha^ and Peru. At arrives, or ought to aftivc, 
at Caraccas, the foutUi and the twentieth of every 
month. Its ordinarY passage from Caraccas to Santa 
Fe is forty-two days! 



The post from Ci 



imana and Guiana, arrives at Ca- 



raccas once a month. It is earlier or later according 
to the state of the roads and the rivers. The letters 
of Guiana go directly from Barcelona by one carrier^ 
and those of Cuman^and Margaretta, by another.— 
The last arrive at thW destination in twelve days> 
those of Guiana at theini^ in thirty. 

With Spain. . 

The official correspondence from Spain arrives at 
Caraccas every month. A king's packet-boat sails 
within the Aree first days of every month, from Co* 
runna, touches at the Cjinaries, to leave the letters 
for the islands, then calls at the Havanna^ and depo- 
sits, as it passes Porto-Rico, the mails destined as well 
for that island, as those for the government of Ca- 
raccas. These last are instantly sent by one of the 
little vessels devoted to this kind of service. 

In time of war, the pack^ from Spain, instead of 
touching at Porto-Rico, deposits at Cumana the let- 
ters for Caraccas and its dependencies, carries to 
Carthagena those for the Idngdom of Santa Fe, and 
always end at the Havanna, from whence ^he depar- 
ture for Spain is generally periodical. The answers 
from Caraccas, even those which are official^ are 4ient 
to Spain by the merchant vessels dispatched from 
Guayra to Cadiz. 7 
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Merchginis^ 

Tlie chapter ^qn cqm^aerce, pont^in^ ^11 th^ dpr 
tails which the reader can reasonably ide3ire respec^ 
ing jtha.t parried on in Caraccas, lua copscie;icp apd 
rotpe requip? only that J shpuld refer him to it; bu|; 
he has ^ pght to demand of me ^p napi^ pf th^ 
wholesale merchants ]w^ho p?d^ layg^ly* ag >ypU 039 
their own Recount, a? on cofldmisisi^^M ^^ i* ^ I? 
4isqhar£e this debt thaf J here p}ape the list. 

Ab^zolo. (Dpn Bruno-I|^9cio) 

Aguerrebera. (Don fedro-Ignftci^) 

Alzualde. (Do|) Gerommo) 

Arambura. ijion Francisco ]( 

^gos. (Don Josp-Joaquip de} 

Arrizurieta. (Don Antonio) 

^racia^e. (Don Martin) 
/ JBatrei^a. (pon Miqiuel-Antonio^ 

IBolet (ppn JaymeJ 

Borges. (Don iTipmas) 

Carvallqf, (Don Antonio) 

Corfegos'o. (Don Jose-^ntonio) 

pias f lores, (Don Antonio) 

techenjque. (Don Juan-Josel 
"' tduardo. (Pbn Ju2^h^ 

fedu^dp. (pon.Peclrp) 
^ Ema^abel. (pon Joaquiij) 
^'tetchezuna, (Doh ^anuel) * 

lE^heiupa. JPbnPablo) ' 

Etch^siuna. (Don Pedro) 
^ ' J if tJraes/ (Don Ju^ " 
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Garay^ (Don Jose) 
parcia Jove^ (Don .Doaquin ) 
jGarcia. (Don Jose Manuel) 
jSodavy Podjna, (Qpn Jqae) 
Gonzales. (Don Salvador) 
Galguera. (Don Juan-Vicente) 
Herreni. (Don JuanjPasGual) 
Jtturalde, i,Don Jii^n-Franci^co) 
Jtturalde. (Don Juan-Bantijst?) 
Key M,unp?- (I?QP Fejuapdo) 
J.andesta. j^ppn Jose) 
Ifarrain. (Don JuanrBernardo) 
Jiinar^s. (Don Vjipente) 
J.ip^n:aga. (Pon M^ueWe) 
J^^aii^a^. .(Pon Josje-(Je4ias) 
{<opqs Mmd^ez. (Don I|4dora-4oatoDio| 
Marti. (Don Mariano) 
MartjinjE;3-3dp-4bia. (pbn F^lix) 
^i^ypra* .(Dpa »?ipiDnJ 
jOliyert. (Don Ju^n) 
Pi;ea. (Pon Tele^foro) 
l^yintero. (Dond[s^doro) 
B^mirez. (Pon Pro^ppro) 
llofnero. (Dor An^oniorJose) 
g^vinon. (Don^jicalas) 
|§egura, (DpnJgaquin) 
|Jgar^e. ^Don Jij^n Ignacio) 
Pg^e. (Dqn 'Simon) 
Vill^-Santa. (Don Felipe) 
jZubieta. (Ppn Ji^an-AntpijipJ 
^uluet*. (Poij Franci^cp) 
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Guayra. 

If the port of CaravaHeda had not been abandoned 
by its inhabitants, on the motives already related in 
Chap. II. (xuayra would never have been any thing 
; more than the abode of a few^ fishermen, or a ship* 
ping-place of some plantation. The difficulty of ac* 
quiring a population for Caravalleda induced die 
thought of choosing another place to serve as a port 
for Caraccas, and the preference was given to the 
spot which Guayra occupies at this day. Navigation 
has not gained by this exchange; for the sea there is 
far more heavy and inconvenient than in any other 
]>art; (See what I have already said on this head, in 
the account of Guayra, in the second Chapter, Vol. 1. 
page 91.) 

The city, or, according to the Spaniards, who re- 
fuse the name of town to all those places where there 
is no common council, the town of Guayra is so 
placed among very lofty mountains, that the stones 
which fall from their tops frequently occasion it seri- 
ous damage. It ha$ no visual horizon except what 
the sea forms on the north. This easily explains the 
cause of those great heats which arp experienced there 
during nine months of the year. The thermometer 
of Reaumur commonly rises from twenty-five to 
twenty^ight degrees. A year never elapses Avithout 
the months of July, August, and September being 
marked by putrid and malignant fevers, followed by 
death, who, in preference, reaps his harvest from the 
newly arrived Europeans. 
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The order and division of the town of Guayia par- 
take of the inequalities and wretchedness of the place 
where it is situated. The streets are narrow, badly 
paved, not on a Une, and the houses meanly built. 
There is nothing regular or Curious but the batteries 
which defend it. The government has sought to 
make it only a military post, and its commerce only 
a shipping-place for the capital. Very few mer- 
chants reside there. All the business is done at Ca^ 
raccas. Every merchant goes to Guayra to receive 
the cargo addressed to him from Europe, or that 
which he buys. In either case, all the articles re- 
ceived on commission, or bought, are sent to Carac- 
cas to be sold. There remains at Guayra only what 
the port consumes. All commodities are purchased 
* as well as sold at Caiaecas, and are sent to Guayra 
only to be embarked. 

The road between th^e two towns is steep and 
cut stnught down from one to the other, but good in 
dry weather. It becomes laborious in rain. They 
reckon from Guayra to Caraccas fiye short leagues, 
which mules loaded perform in five hours; under the 
•addle they do it, without going out of their step, in 
three hours and a half. In going from Guayra, one 
ascends, according to the measure taken by Mr. 
Humboldt, about six hundred and forty toises, and 
from thence the distance is two hundred and thirty- 
four to arrive at Caraccas. It is but seldom that the 
traveller crosses the whole mountain in one stage. — 
At the elevation of five hundred and sixty-six toises, 
he finds an inn, which the Spaniards call Venta, 
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y^hetc he rents H^e hem be Is tnouiited on whilst h^ 
.^pesteJumgelf. 

T^e W2^ diank ai Qw^pnt comeg frcmf a little 
fi;ver> or xatbc^* ri^e^ il^ 4K)urcg qT ]^^<}^is op;ihe 

Thi$Vat«t^^j|ot very agreeable^<o tlie ^j(s^%l]|Bc^i]6e 
i$t .i3 alw^s warnii contFactii in jp^assiug over beds <»f 
sarciapaKUls^ ^ antivenqreal virtue ^b^ i^ not altor 
.{^^ber lost. 

7h# town of Quayra is gav^erne4 ¥y «t jcomnian^ 
^nt of the place, who is ^t the saxne time lieutenant 
pf justice^ that is |o say> he k iaviested v^tth ^e right 
of jod^ing, in the firsjt inst^ce^ x>n all civil afi2Mi9> 
finder fo^ s^P^ jto Jthf royal aud^nce. H«j jpriocir 
p^ 4uty is tQ give an ^cpumt every day Jtp the cajH 
j^nrgenefal gf the traxisactioi;is 'jn the rp^. He cw- 
not giv^ leave p any stranger to -go lo C^^^ycCiag wif^ 
rput ^f having the pepniission of the Cf^Jainrgeneral, 
:^hich is accp|:de4 easily#^nougb^ provided ti^ jqo^v^ 
all€|iged by ^e new x:oi4er ^ppar rfasoi^^hle. 

The Qidinary garrison of ;the places jm a coi^p^ny 
^t^h^ from the regiment of C^^f^uxm^ In timii yf 
^far it is^reinforoed by other troops of Jhe 1^, and 
|he n^litia of C^racc^. 

• The population of Ouayra }s si? tho^u^^^d persons, 
pf whom thxe tl^ousand are pn the gunrboatjs^ sevfm 
hundred and eleven fo|in the gana^oni or are in the 
g^aida psjtas (h; gallieei. Their a^nonq? disphargej^^ 
jyifli res^^t to them, all clerical functions. T^^ 
^wn h^. or^ly one paroghi^l d^frch s^^ ]}y d^ 
fector, f ^ § 
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Porto Cavelto. 

' ithe J)olrt of Boililiratai situated a league to t1i8 
vtest of^ PbrCo' Cavellb, was a long^ time in tlie ejCclii-" 
stve posdcJ^sion of the maritime intercourse with the^ 
part- ef iSkt ^primace of VeneEuelk; which is at this^ 
day maint^ned with Porta Cavello; not tiiat tlie fn^t 
port Ha»-axiy pteteMiotts to maHhfer for itis nehKer^ 
ctormnodiou^ for sliiipjiirig, iiof ednremeUt foif the 
pitovince. ; 

Chaftice' having, at the coriraienceAient of the cori- 
qixest, led some vessels to Borbtirata, the fii-^ con-^ 
querors itiakte a port of it, and the governor Vill^gas, 
in 1549; gent theft?, as* a germ fbt the' population of 
the city, twellty-fertir men, of whom four wei*e' nomi- 
nated aldertnen, ahd two magistrates, as the constitu- 
ent parts' of the common council. 

Foreign vessds, which the contraband trade at- 
tachM to the^ latitude!?, interested in making their' 
discfialrg^ on thfls^ cfoa^t clandestinely, and in aVoid- 
ifigihe fTtequented^ ports, ^hose for their operations, 
the 'spot where at this day is^ Portb-Cavello. Some" 
fShermen'soon construbted there a few huts, to which 
the Dutch smuggler^ added some others. This port' 
thus remained for a long time occupied by people of 
this sort, who made it rather a dependency of Ciini- 
5^0, thta' of the Spanish government. 

So soon^ as they perteived the consequence, by no 
m^^lis flattering to the public tranquillity or Spanish 
sOVereigrtty, which this hamlet assumed, they endea- 
voutcd tosubetitute for it a more legal village. Armi^ 
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were employed three or four time§> but they expe* 
rienced such a resistance^ that they renounced the 
attempts and Porto-Cavello became^ from this state 
of independence> the resort of every thing the in- 
terior towns contained^ that was villainous^ and could, 
escape the arm of justice. Such, nearly, was Porto* 
Cavello when the company of Guipuscoa opened its 
correspondence with theae provinces. 

One of the first cares of this company was to profit 
by the excellence of the road of Porto-Cavello, and 
to establish there one of its principal factories. Its 
maritime force furnished the means. Instantly that 
mass of men, without decency and without law, be- . 
gan to live under social regulations, and by the pro- 
gressive admixture of Europeans permitted no more 
than the vestiges of its original corruption to be dis- 
covered. Yet the space of nearly a century has not 
been able to exempt Porto-Cavello from affording an 
asylum to persons of both sexes from the interior of^ 
the provinces, whom bad conduct or turbulence com- 
pel to fly from their families or' the police they dis- 
turb. Curasao furnishes also its contingent ia per- 
sons of colour, slaves or free. 

The company constructed a superb pier ninety- 
two feet long and twelve wide, for the accommoda-. 
tion of its vessels, and some forts for their defence. 
An edifice more remarkable for its size than its beauty, 
more solid than elegant, became its factory, and is so 
ftill in spite of the extinction of its privileges. The 
system it adopted of not employing in its vessels, nor 
in its counting-houses, any but persons from its own 
province, must necessarily have led a gr^t nimiber 
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of Biscayans into all the places v^here it made any 
establishments. It is not, therefore, surprizing to 
find at Porto-Cavello the class of Europeans composed 
in a gf eat measure of Biscayans, who are as much re- 
marked for decency of manners and industry, as for 
the angularity of their language. 

The city, properly *so called, is situated so near the 
»ea, that it occupies many spots very lately under 
water, and which have been raised by encroachments 
above the level of the ocean. It appears, from the 
circumference of the city, that those who traced, it 
out did not think it would soon increase so much as 
to require for the accommodation of its inhabitants 
double the space they had at first assigned to it. The 
original town is surrounded by the sea, except for 
about a hundred toises on the west, where they have 
contrived a canal^ that afibrds a communication to the 
southern with the northern part of the sea, and con- 
sequently makes the city an island, from whence 
there is no going out but over a bridge at the end of 
which is placed the main guard, and a gate that they 
shut every evening, 

Tliose who feel themiielves too much confined 
. within the inclosure of the town, would naturally seek 
to fix themselves without ; and asf the nature of the 
ground left no power of choice, they placed them^ 
selves on the only pohit of land which the water did 
not cover, on the west of the city. The houses clan- 
destinely erected against ordinances, that prohibit any 
species of building within a certain distance of forti- 
fied places, were suljyected to none of the rules of 
genial?, because they were merely t9lerated^ and re^ 
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guarded as being bound fd disappear at tlie voicfe' of 
iiec^ssity, or tKe caprice of* the commander of tlie 
town. It proceeds from Hence tbat tHe first street 
formed, wKicTi they call tlie street of fteringa, ii 
neither On a line, nor of any regular Width. The* 
number of houses biiik by the side of one amdther; 
was not long in becoming sufficiently coAsiderable'^to 
give offence to the comiriandaht of the place. He 
represented to his superiors, that this kind oF Tittle 
Borough, whosd importance would soon rival that of 
Pbrto-CaveHo, might injure, by its pfoximity, the de- 
fence of the city; and that itspbsition \\^Ji^such, that 
tfie fort at the entrance of the'harboiii: Could riot lise 
its guns without destroying the houses, the proprie- 
t6rs of which would not' fail to demand payment froni 
the kirig should the' presence of an ^nenly oblige the 
fort to induce involuntary but inevitable damage* — 
An order Was issued to tb^ inhabitants to abaindon the' 
spot; buti on art' offer tiiey made of running alf risks 
in the event of an attack, without even pfeteriding to 
any iridemnity for the destruction occasioned by 'a 
defence, they obtained permission to retain their" 
houses, and ev^n to* erect oflierS; so that' what' w^ 
tfll then only tolerated became a coriditionat righf. 

From that perickl, they have built with more con- 
lidence, more solidity and more order. The nevt 
alreets have been laid out on a line; the public 
squares, places for iriarkets, &:c. regulated, and this 
qtiarter, considered as an extensipn of the city, is be- 
come the residence of merchants and tradesmen. 

The whole population of Porto^avello is about 
seven thousand five hundred persons, of whokn riot 
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jbB^ excepting the military and officers in the admi* 
nistratioii, boasts of his nobility. 

The gcMral occupation of the whites is commerce 
and navigation. Their principal and almost only 
connexions are with the ports of the same continent^ 
and the neighbouring colonies; for although the 
port has been open rince 1798 to the trade with the 
mother country, they nevertheless make very little 
use of this permission. Four or five ships carry 
every thing that arrives annually from Spain> and 
whoever they send there; whilst more than sixty 
vessels of different sizes> are employed in the coasting 
trade. Curagao enters into this commerce for at 
least one thirds and Jamaica for another. If we are 
to judge from th6 entries at the custom-house, those 
connexions are of very little importance, because the 
ladings are of small value and the ostensible retun^ . 
still less. But specie is clandestinely embarked stf 

. Curagao and Jiamaica in dry goods which, before they 
show themi^elves in the port, are landed on the coasts 
or discharged even in port, according to the informa- 

. tion,they obtain, or the opportunity they can get. ^ 
. Porto-Cavello is ihe deposit of all the, eastern part 
of the province of Venezuela, Its stores furnish to 
the jurisdictions of Valencia, San Carlos, Barquiseme* 
tOj St. Philip, and om part of the Vales of Ar^goa, 
all the merchandize consumed within them. It Is 
also at Porto«*Cavello that a great portion of the arti- 
cles cultivated within those districts arrives. . Twenty 
Europeans, more or less substantial, more or less en* 

.terprizing, cairy on the commerce of Portp^CJavcUo. 
Vol,, n. P 
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Those of whom I have any peculiar knoivledge to &- 
ctuce me to mention thehr names, are, ' 

Amat. (l>on Christovale) 

Burgos. (Don Bernardo) 

Delgada. (Don Jose) 

Hcarera. (Don Jose) 

Hcn*era. (Don Pedro) 

Hillas. (Don'Ga^ar) 

Itturuhdo. (Don Mattirtd) 

ViJla-Santis. (Dt^o) 
llife port, fhe best in alV Terra-Ffrtnai te'h^ ^^ei^ 
lA^eady saM in 'Chsep. H. pitjsents to owncts of "priVa- 
teere the easiest means of repamhg thffir olA, and of 
imikimg new Vessels. This ^dvsWtage reridcrs it ^thte 
poitit to Which all the vesSds <X the rfeighbotiiih^ 
piorts resort to fee repaired. The ptyrt 6f 'Gu^fe^' 
^hich receives so great a nuinber of them, has 6tiff 
Porto-Cavello W refitting, calkitig, and buiWirig. 

"Pento-OaVelld, to render it the first port in Amc-^ 
«ca, wants only a little more salubrity, it is not ex- 
actly ^that the ah- 'there is l^spirif^ thdn dS^here^ 
or that the feea-breez:e does not regiilaHy thoderate 
the excasive heat of tlie latitude. The prbof of ^this- 
is, that the crews of the \ esseis ih the road, wh6 do 
not communicate with Ae shore, are never itileetai 
witfi the malignant complaints which those in flie 
toWn catinot escape. 

One would at first imagine, onbehofiiing'the cdim- 
try, ffiat a sort of marshes ccfvered with' mangene<^ 
and formed by the sea on the east side of file city, 
ekhale p^tilehtial miasma, whidi occasioned iisahi- 
brity. But this is not so: for it is observed, that the 
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houses already built> and which they continue to 
build, on lots taken froin these very marehes, are 
more healthy than those at a greater distance. 

it is not the same, even on the south part of the 
city, where an argillaceous fiat ^f considerable ex-* 
tent receives all the rain watef, without any other 
means of ife escaping than by evaporation, and drain- 
ing, which can be scarcely any through a soil of clayi 
in this state of stagnation the water soon corrupts; 
' it becomes green and fetid, and the first rains, after 
an interval of drought, occasion pestilential exhala-^ 
tions to arise, capable of affecting the most robust 
constitution, and corrupting the most. healthy body* 
Those who inhabit this quarter of the town are in a 
peculiar degree the victims of this treacherous neigh* 
bourhood. This fatal cause acts still more directly 
and destructively on Europeans not seasoned 16 the 
climate. 

In 1793, a Spanish fleet, commanded by lieutenant- 
general Ariztizabal, anchored at Porto-Cavello, and 
remained there from July to December. It lost the 
third of its crews. It would have lost much more 
without the care and skill of Doct. Don Gasper de 
Juliac, physician of the king at Porto-Cavello. In 
fact^ he possesses talents i^o distinguished, that Terra- 
Tirma arid the neighbouring islands consult him in all 
serious cases. 

In 1808, theTrench ships, the Tourville and Z6U, 
the corvette Utile, and schooner Adelaide, were s6nt 
on an expedition from St. Domingo to Porto-Cavelld. 
They arrived on the 5th of July. As soon as their 
crew3 touched the shore they were attacked with the 
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disorder bf the- country, and in the space of twenty- 
ibur hours, there died of officers and seamen, one 
hundred and sixty-one persons. That is, from the 
TourVille, a hundred and six; the Z^le, thirty-three; 
the corvette Utile, ten ; and from the schooner Ade- 
laide, twelve. A longer stay exposing these vessels 
to the certain loss of the rest of their men, they were 
ordered away without having accomplished the object 
pf their mission. It was observed^ that the Zele, 
whose captain was more difficult in permitting his 
crew to visit the city, preserved herself many days 
from the contagion, and did not begin to be infected 
till after her x:ommunication with the shore was estab* 
lished. It ought not, however, to be concealed^ that 
the opportunities for intemperance afforded by the 
town has a great share in the malignity with which it 
is reproached. The epidemic disorder at Porto-Cavello, 
as in all the countries placed within the tropics, on ^ 
level with the sea, and on the coast, is^ known by the 
jiame of the Yellow Fever, against which medicine 
has hurled so many manifestoes without deranging its 
progress, or moderating its fury. 

Reason and humanity prescribe, however, to the 
Spanish government to remove these pools of st^- 
4iant water which harbour at Porto Cavello the germs 
:of this pcjstj by giving to the water a flow, which the 
situation renders easy and cheap. Filling up the parts 
tnbst hollow, and drains well directed towards the sea 
or the river, which is not far off; would soon accona- 
plish this object. I have frequently heard it said on 
the spot, and by persons of intelligence, that 20,000 
. hard dollars, not wasted, would render Porto Cavello 
as healthy as any other port of Terra Firma. 
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' The water drank it Porto Cavello comes from a 
river that falls into the sea at a quarter of a league to 
the west. It is conducted into the city by canals: 
maintained with more care than success, and distri-* 
buted to the public in cisterns placed at convenient 
distances. This water is good in dry weather ; but in. 
heavy rains it is loaded with earthy particles^ and the 
use of it then is neither wholesome nor agreeable. 
This inconvenience is remedied by means of filtering 
stones. The misfortune is, that these articles of 
luxury not being within the reach of every one, thd 
stomach of the poor remains exposed to all its deletie* 
rious consequences. 

The city, considered as a fortified place, is princi- 
pally under the orders of a military commander. He 
exercises almost every authority* He punishes caj^ 
tally, and has also, in the first instance, the adminis* 
tration of civil justice, under a right of appeal to the 
royal audience. . 

The inhabitants have solicited the establishment of 
a common council. They have been aUe to attain, 
for the preisent, only a single magistrate renewable 
every year. It might even be said that since the year 
1800, when this civil officer was established,^ there 
has resulted from it more inconveniences than advan- 
tages, because the part of the jurisdiction which th^ 
law gives him, being rooted in the authority that th^ 
cbmmandanthas always exercised on it, the dijB&culty 
^f extracting it occasions every instant contests fol- 
lowed by quarrels always fatal to the general hgr- 
mony. 

It is not in the places of worship that reWgiop shines 
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m Porto CarFello, There iar but due tinf^ {Mtfii^T 
dlurch^ situated near the harbour, and not one mon* 
astery; They have, however, undertaken, at the 
southern ext^ranity of the city, the construction of a 
church which the whole mass of generosity and alms 
has permitted to rise no more than breast high. No 
sooner \Y9S it perceived that want of money was about 
to condemn this beginning edifice never to be more 
than a monument of the lukewarmness of the faithful 
of Porto Cavello, than the ministers of the church 
adopted .a mode the efficacy of ^hich has not answerr 
ed the attempt. 

They agreed to impose, in future, no other penance 
than the obligation of carrying to the foot of the workj^ 
stones, the number and weight of which should be 
r^ulated accordinjg to the heinouisness of the sin.— 7 
But whether nhey never offend the Deity at Porto 
Cavello,.^ or that the sinner thinks himself pardoned 
by the mere confession of his faults, or that the per 
nance was too public for the sins they wished to con-r 
f eiil, the truth is, that they have gained by this mea- 
sure only a few dozen stones carried by old negroes 
and old women, who were very soon tired of such an 
exercise, 

- I have however seen young wonfen carry stones for 
the projected church, some in the hopes of fixing the 
auctions of inconstant husband^ others to obtain an 
pfi&pring dl the virtue of maniage could not prxnue 
jSome carried also in order to find lost goods. Unforh> 
natfely not one of these prayers were granted. Nothing 
mote was wanted to prove that God, in refusing, to this 
^ot the power of nriracles, declared it unworthy to posi 
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one of bla temples. ' Project and ex^mtion^ all 
^9s abandoned. Grass and briars now cover hoik 
^^ wofk \iegan^ and the materials ready to h^ em- 
ffeyedinit 

Tlicre afe at Porto CaveUo two bospitdis^ one for 
ihe troopsi thp atbar Ibr private persons; the first i$ 
luiow^ by the naine of the military hospital^ the other 
by that of the hospitsd of charity. 

The garrison consists in peace of a company of th# 
re^htnent of Garaccas. !n time .of war they reinforce 
it with troops of the line and militia/ and at all times 
there is a body of three or four hundred galleynslaves 
who are employed in public wor^. 

The aiiministration is composed of a treasurer, a 
cadiier, and a number of clerks, a store-ieeper, a 
. searcher, supa:visor, and about thirty revenue officers> 
to- prevent smuggling. 

Porto Cavello is thirty leagues from Caraccj^ by 
the way of Guayra, and forty-eight by Valencia, Ma^ 
iracay, Tulmero, Victoria and San Pedro. 

The Aertnometer of Reaumur rises in the month 
of August to 26 degrees, and in January to 18 
W 19. 

Its latitude is 10 degrees, 20 minutes north. 

Its longitude 70 degrees 30 minutes west froni the 
pieridian of Paris, 

Valencia^ 

The city of Valencia was founded ifi 1556 iindcr 
the government of Villacinda/ The object of the 
concjueror in funding it, was to establi^a port nearer 
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to Cai^ccas to facilitate the conquest of thitf 
country^' which Faxardo had with good reason no 
much extolled. The order wa^ to lay out the city on 
the bank of lake Tacarigoa^ now of Valencia; but 
Alonso Dias Moreno^ who was charged with the exe- 
cution of it^ judged^ like a man of sense^ the un*» 
Wholesomeness of the borders of the lake to be a law 
for removing the city to a greater distance. He chose 
a spot half a league west from the lake in a beautiful 
plain whose fertility and pureness of air> seemed to 
invite man to make it his abode* It is there that the 
city was placed under the name of the king's Valen-* 
cia. It is in 10 degrees 9 minutes north latitude^ 
and 70 degrees 45 minutes west longitude, from the 
meridian of Paris. Reaumur's thermometer is gene- 
rally between 16 and 23 degrees. 

Its population> according to the ecclesiastical veri-» 
fications of 1801, is six thousand five hundred and 
forty-eight souls ; but from other information more 
accurate, it consists of more than eight thousand pert 
sons ; and if one were to judge from the space it oc- 
cupies^ double would be allowed. Every one there 
is a Creole, and the issue of very ancient families, 
excepting some fVom the Canaries, and a very few 
ISiscayans. The streets are wide, and for the most 
part paved. The houses are built like those in Ca- 
raccas, but not with stone. 

There is but one parish church, served by two vi* 
cars and a vestry man. It is tolerably well built, and 
in the eastern part of a beautiful square^ from which it 
receives, and to which it gives in its turn, an embeU 
lishment, that constitutes thft principal deception of 
the city. 
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' At the extremity of the town they were building 
hi 1804, a church dedicated to our lady of laChande* 
leur. The project belongs to the Canarians residing 
M Valencia. The execution depends on the;ir libera?- 
Kty, and the alms of others of the faithful. 

The Franciscans have a. monastery occupied by 
eight plonks, whose services are very useful fca: 
spiritual aid, for which a single J)arish church would 
hardly suffice. This monastery has loiig felt the mi- 
sery that the indolence of the inhabitants, during two 
icenturies, has caused to r^ign at Valencia : it is, per- 
haps, to its original poverty that it owes the glory of 
being at tfiis day without a rivaL Its church is well 
built, exceedingly neat,, and very elegant. The mo- 
nastery itself has obtained some repairs, which an^ 
bounce that the times of its distress are passed. 

It is not fifty years since the inhabitants of Valen- 
tia enjoyed the well merited reputation of being the 
most lazy in the province. They feared lest labour; 
Ihe exclusive portion, according to them, of the hus- 
bandman, should make them forget the nobility they 
had received from their ancestors. It never entered 
into their ideas that a man could pretend to any re- 
spect except when stretched out in a hammock, or 
running the streets with a sword by his side. Evely 
x)ther attitude appeared ignoble. Vile and coiv 
temptible. Want of every sort in vain conspired, 
against this indolence. It obtained only lamentations 
and useless invocations to Providence. At Tength, 
their inaction w^ such, thit the commandant of thei^ 
place sent to Valencia was obliged, in order to secure 
Jhe subsistence of the town, to order every inhabitant 
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ta ptent, under very sevei« penalties, a certator qwn^ 
tity of provisions. The infractions were actual^ 
punished. By d^rees they were familiarized with 
ike idea, that the labours of t^ field were an honoi|p 
to man, instead of a disgrace, ^nd they betook thenitr 
fijclyes to the cultivation of the products of the land. 

Since this happy revolution, ValeiKia loses sensirt 
bly the melancholy appearajice poverty gave it, to 
as^^me that which ease affords. It is not that the 
proportion of what its inhabitants apply in comm«fce 
y^t corresponds with their number, or tl>e extent or 
goodness of their lands; but the flight is taken; pre^* 
judice is destroyed; reason occupies its place; indo-r 
lence no more usurps the honours of virtue; a just 
emulation has introduced an activity which is making* 
daily progress. Every thing, therefore, induces the 
tK»pe that cultivation and commerce will be as much 
honoured at Valencia by future generations^ as they 
have been neglected and despised by the past. 

Its situation gives it advantages over al| the othey 
fawns of V^iezuela, of which it ought to be ashamed 
not to have profited till now. »Separated by oply ten 
leagues of good road from Porto Cavello, it enjoys? 
the facility of transporting thither its commodities at 
9i very little expence; and after the completion of 
another road already opened, which reduces the di&r 
fance to six leagues, the conunpniqation will be still 
less expensive and more short. But it is not for cuk 
tivation only that the situatiori of Valencia js to be 
iralued ; it is equally so for trade. 

Every thing from the interior of the country $hipt 
ped at Porto-Cavello goes through Valencia, as that 
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which is destined for Guayra passes through Carac* 
cas. The valleys of Ar^oa ; the districts of St. Philip; 
St. Charles; St. John the Baptist of Pao; of Tocuyo; 
of Barquisimeto, and of thfe whole plain* e?fy get 
their produce and animals to Porto-Cavello in no 
other way than by passing through Valencia. Why 
then have not the citizens of this town, ^o favoured 
by its situation:^ thought of forming an entreat fop 
the articles destined for Porto-Cavello, and (or th^ 
merchandize required by the interior ? Would it not 
be preferable to the inhabitant of the interior that 
the focus of his exchanges should be more within hia 
reach? Does not he who saves his time, turn it to 
profit? The commerce of Caraccas has no other baii? 
than thesfe motives. Guayra is but its shipping placfs,^ 
as Porto-Cavello is naturally that of Valencia. If 
the limilB of this description permitted me to give 
more room to this subject it would be easy to prove 
that there are even more reasons in favour of Valen-* 
cia, than of Caraccas. But it is sufficient, no doubt;, 
to have pointed out the principal ones, for othws tq 
present themselves to every imagination not altoge-^ 
ther stupid. 

The inhabitants of Valencia have open dlsposi^. 
tions, but are more calculated for science than cul-^ 
tivation. 

^ The city is so much the better furnished with ne- 
ce^aries, as the country producer every sort of jwct. 
vision and fruit in the greatest abundance, and of a 
most exquisite flavour, and as its plains furnish i^ 
markets, and at a very low price, with every kind ef 
ipihimal they can consume. 
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Maracaj/. 

In the eastern part of the Lake of Valencia \b a 
'Grillage called Maracay. I agree that not having the 
title ei&er of city or of town> it ought not to appear 
in this chapter ; but it is in itself so interesting that 
I feel a satisfaction in endeavouring to make my 
reader participate in the delightful sensations I ex- 
perienced, in 1801, during the short stay I made there. 

Maracay is situated in the famous valleys of Ara- 
goa, of which I have so often had occasion to speak. 
It is near enough to the lake to enjoy its advantages, 
and sufficiently removed to have nothing to fear from 
its HKilignant influence. Its sandy soil renders it 
liealdiy, but hot. This village, which thirty years 
ago scarcely merited the appellation of a hamlet; pre- 
sents a view which enchants the traveller. Three- 
fourths of its houses are built of stone, and with as 
much elegance, as solidity* One peculiarity which 
will for ever remain engraved in my memory, is, that 
they all appear of the same date, and that a very late 
one. The streets are not paved: this omission is per* 
ceived only when the sand, raised by the wind, forms 
a whirl, that incommodes the eye. A new hoilse of 
worship, large, and of most regular architecture, serves 
as a parish church. There is, at Maracay, for all the 
Services of divine worship, but one vicar ; and for 
tiie whole civil authority, but one lieutenant of jus- 
tice. He is a judge of the police, and in the first 
instance. 
The inhabitants of this village, to the number of eight 
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thousand four hundred, have not less right tQ the 
admiration of the observer. Not one is infected with 
the vanity of birth, nor the pride of distinction. 

Industry^ activity, in a word, employment, forms 
the basis of their affections. A fortunate emulation 
renders cultivation the reigning passion. The nu^ 
nterous plantations,of cotton, indigo, coffee, corn, &c. 
laid out with design, and maintained with care, attest 
in* a manner by no means equivocal, how laborious 
these men are, and show the source of all their com-* 
fort. It might well be doubted, whether the mzyor 
X>art are not Biscayans ; for they are, of all the Euro* 
pean Spaniards in Terra Firma, those who apply them* 
gelves most to cultivation. The lovely plantationn 
that one beholds with enthusiasm in the envipns^ pf 
Maracay, extend themselves, through all the vales of 
Aragoa. Whether you enter it by Valencia, or whe- 
ther you arrive there by the mountains of San Pedro, 
which separate it from Caraccps, you fancy yourself 
transported amidst another people, and into a country 
possessed by a nation the most industrious, and the 
most agricultural. Nothing is seen, in an extent of 
iifteen leagues from east to west, which these valley? 
occupy^ but colonial productions, most ingeniously 
watered; water-mills, and elegant buildings, for the 
purpose of fabricating and preparing those very pro- 
xlucts. What is still more remarkable, is, that thi3 
g;reat activity appears . exclusively attached to this 
spot. Th^ free persons, who in no other part do 
isjcarcely any thing, work in the valleys of Aragoa for 
moderate wages, so that the proprietor is obliged to 
•buy only the small number of slaves necessary for 
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the maintenance of his household. Extraordinarjh 
labours, such as clearing, planting, %vee4ing, and 
harvesting, are performed by free men paid so much 
by tte day; 

Tulma^o. 

tulmero, situated also in the Valesr of Aiiagoa, tw(* 
leagues from Maracay, is likewise quite mbdfem, well 
built, and the residence of a number of planters; 
but it is ;^ecti'liarly the abode of all the oflRters, fac- 
tors, and persons employed in the administration of 
the tobacco, cultivated in its viciijage^ on Jlccount of 
the king; There is a handsome churcb, a^ vicar fof 
the religious department, and a lieutenant of justice 
for the civil. Its population is eight thousand per* 
sotis. 

Victwia. 

Six leagues east from Tulmero> and on the toA 
that leads to Caraccas, is the village of Victoria, 
ibunded by the missionaries, and which was composed 
solely of Indians, until industry, having fixed her seat 
in the valleys of Aragoa, drew thither a coti'course 
of laborious whites, one part of whom settled them- 
selves at Victoria. The village soon assumed another 
riiape. "nie lands in the environs were cultivated, 
5md their 'produce placed decent houses in the room 
of Indian huts. Tlie site of the village is stijl with 
tiie same inequalities it received from nature, and 
there is every appearance of its preserving them for 
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ioftie time yet to come; for, in order to embellish if^ 
'fbey are solely occupied in the construction of a 
diOTch, i^ beauty and ^ze of tvhich wrll dispute 
the palih with the hamd^omest cathedrals in AmetlcSv 
Still its labours, to whrch the^ 2eal and care of th^ 
governor, Don Miqiid de Adaraga, have given acti- 
idty, Tiive beeto suspended during the administration 
^hiehfeas followed its own. 

They Reckon ait Victoria seven thou<;and eight huii- 
^red inhabitaWs, &{ all colour^. The Whites, wh6 
'form a part of Ihem, have solicited the king tot>e-^ 
stew onf their village the more pompous title ' of crty^ 
of whidii the establishment of a comtnon council 
^ould be <he consequence, as it was the object. iBut 
the opinion of the ministry being, as we have s^ 
in Chapter V. that these sorts of institutions are more^ 
prejudicial than useful to the toyal authority, their 
request has been neither granted, nor rejected. If 
has teen only eluded, by ^et being answered. Itf 
the mean time,^ Victoria prcget^es the humble rank 
6f a village, under a lieutenant of justice, and a 
governor. 

^Ittlough 'the inhabitants dve ftibre active, than m 
imny other piarts of the province, they yet are nor 
no much so as those of the rest of the vales of Aragoa. 
What affords a most partpable proof of this, jfe, that 
the inhabitants of Victoria are fond of play to an 
excesjs, and it is well knoWn that *this passioii allies 
itsfelf with difficulty 'to the real love of tebour- 

It m in this Village <hat ihe staff-officers of the 
^militia of the ^djlifes df Aragoa reside. 

In these vallies there are other villages to ^Vi^hidi 
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I dare not here assign any particular place, for fear 
of offending the self-love of the cities, who would 
undoubtedly be hurt to see in a chapter^ consecrated 
to citiesi alone, five villages, which have no other title 
fo renown than industry. They must, however, give 
me leave to ss^, that these villages are Gagoa, San* 
Malteo, Mamou, (formerly Elconsejo) Escobar, and 
Magdalena. The first has a population of five thou* 
sand two. hundred pen;ons; the second, of two thou* 
sand eight hundred; the third, of three thousand; 
the fourth, of five thousand four hundred; and the 
fifth, of two thousand seven hundred. 

In 1786, there were, in the vales of Aragoa, one 
hundred and eighty-six plantations; one thousand 
fix hundred and thirty houses. ■ 

10,929 Whites. 

447 Exempted Indians. 

3,378 Tributary Indians. 
12,159 Persons of Colour. 

8,882 Slaves. 



30,795 

. At the time in which I write, ( 1804) this popula- 
tion amounts to near fifty thousand persons. 

Coro^ 

Chance made Coro, after Cumana, die first esta-f 
blishment of the Europeans, in this eastern part of 
. Terra Firma. Time, that places every thing in its 
proper station, has made it take the rank which the 
sterility of its soil assigns. 
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Jean Ampues sent, as has been mentioned in the 
first chapter, by the audience of St. Domingo ta 
TerrarFirma, jto subject to law the trading Spaniard^ 
every step of whose progress was marked with some 
new crime; Jean Ampues, having no point fixed for 
his debarkation) had no inducement to contend 
with the winds or the currents. He obeyed them> 
and they carried himxto Coro, He availed himself of 
the gcfod-nature of the Indians he found therein or- 
der to build at some distance from t^e port, a city 
which every thing announced must needs be happy 
upder the wise administration of its founder. But 
it had the good fortune to be governed by him for 
oi:ily the first five years of its existence. Destiny had 
condemned this town to serve as the resort of the 
ferocious robbers, which the contract made between 
Charles the Fifth and the Welders occasioned to pass 
into those countries. 

The village of Coro had to blush, or to lament, at 
being, during the space of eight years^ the focus of 
the desolatprs of a country then entirely in the hands 
of nature, and the deppsit of the fruits of their crimes. 
The province having returned to the authority of the 
Spanish monarch, the city of Coro continued to be 
1^, seat of government. She enjoyed thei preroga- 
tive of the capital of Venezuela until the fertility of 
the valleys, in the middle of which they had just 
j^ecte4 Caraccas, determined the governor to turn 
]fis eyfts from the aridity of Coro^to cast them on a 
<K>untry, the multitude of whose rivers, and the thick* 
aeas of whose forests gave the mqst favourable omen 
of the riches it would (me dajr afford. Jean Piqjentel, 

Vol. II. \ 



Digitized by 



Google 



governor of Venezuela, is the firrt who fixed kb re- 
sidence at Caraccas. Thb was in 1576. 

Ftoin that time diererciniained ho other puBlic au- 
thority of consideration than the biriiop and the chap- 
ter, who did all they could to follow the govemor.^-^ 
6ut, being unable to quit Coro by legal means, they 
accomplished it by flight, in the manner width habSi 
been mentioned imder the article Calaccas. 

The city of Coro is in a dry pldin, sandy, asid with^ 
put water: nothing is seen but prickly peHts liidccifs, 
and the thorny taper, infallible signs of the sterility 
of the earth. Three leagues from the city ve lulls 
less ungrateful, where ihey ailtivate with success, 
but not in abundance, all the tommodities of dto 
country. 

In general, the inhabitants of Coro are as much in- 
cliiied to a sedentary and idle life as any i^janicBrcis 
whomsoever. Many glory in dedM^nding from ^e 
first conquerdtis, and believe they cannot, WitiMut 
ci^rroding this gi^ealogical tree, water it with fh%it 
sweat. This naturally indicates tteit there is in thii 
city more hdnlity tfian riches, and more mdofenc^e 
than labour. 

The Uttte commerce ftmt is candied on, h in maiefh 
goats, hides, liheep^ins, cheese, 8it. comhig itt a 
great measure fbdm the interior, the town df Cfitf^ 
ta is ihat which fomishes d^ie mtost. All ttese midtti 
are shipped at Coro for the ivrighb^uring li^lMl^ 
The cotttiexion most pulisUed, is with Cufci^ao> frdKk 
whence they bring back dry goods, which tdHf 4^ 
Crete fix)in the %'igilaiice of the guards, ^Id^j^fy^ 
flie purpose of their corruption. 
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f&i (JloHBand pei^ons of all cotoui^, fonn the Jxy- 
JHilafion of Cord. I?€W slaves are seen in this eity, 
becaiKje (torn a caprice yAAth is ee^si^ to adiliife than 
explain^ die ImlianSi ^^lo in all oth^ places have a 
peculiar affection Ibr the hlae)Q^> at Core have a mo^ 
decided aversion to them. 

This antipathy wasj in I797i ev«n Very useful to 
the piMic tranquillity. Th^ negfo slaves employed 
in ifne labours of the field wished to imitate die blacks 
of St. Domingo. They gave themselves chie(s> under 
whon^ «hey committed some acts of robbery* The 
ind^aiis of Coro united Aanselves wkh the whites/ 
and mardied against the rebels with a courage of 
Which ihey did not se^m cs^able< The revolt was 
a^eased almost as soon as begun; they hanged the x 
most conspicuous^ and the residue returned to thdr 
duty. The army of the rd>els never amounted to 
more Aan four hundred blacks. 

All labour is performed at Coro by Ae Indians^ 
for wages calculated on local wretchecbiess^ that is td 
say, very low. In tnith, they live there with so 
much psraimony that they cannot go to asdc a bit of 
Hre grom a neighbour without carrying a piece of 
wood of the same size as the brand they take away; 
and this exchange is not always exempt from diffi- 
culty. 

The City hjis not any iiqueduct. The water they 
4r»|k comes half a )^gue on asses and in barrel^ 
>two f f which <;ompose a loai, aaid wte sold for a reilV 
6f €ight to Ae hard dollar. 

Heretofore the houses were well built. They can- 
not be now looked at without causing melancholy^ 

a3 
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They all bear the print of the ravages of fime and 
misery; those of the Indians are still more pitiable. 
The streets^ although laid out on a line^ are not paved. 
The whole of the public edifices consecrated to re- 
ligion, consist of one parish-church, in former times 
a cathedral, which title the. inhabitants of Coro still 
preserve for it> though for more than a hundred and 
§ixty years it has had neither bishop nor chapter; 
it is served by two priests; of one monastery where , 
the Franciscans have from seven to eight mojoks; and 
of a pariiiih-church that has three chapel» of ease. ^ 

The civil authority is exercised by a. common 
council. Since 1799, a military commander has been 
established there> who participates at the ssmie time . 
in the judicial authority and capital jurisdiction; his 
appointment is two thousand hard dollars. 
^ The city is in 10 degrees 8 minutes north latitude, 
and 72 degrees 25 minutes longitude west from PariSj, 
one league from the sea, twenty-four west of Carac- 
cas, thirty-three north of Barqui^meto, and fifty-five 
from Maracaibo. 

Two leagues north of Coro is an istlunus about a 
league wide, which unites the peninsula of Paragoana 
to the CQntinent. It stretches from south-west to 
jnorth-east about twenty leagues, inhabited by Indians 
and a very few whites, whom a taste for pastoral life 
has fixed on this sppt, fit only for grazing. The beasts 
raised tliere are numerous, and are, foi* the most part, 
;«n\uggled oyer to Curasao, whose st^ are almost 
always better provided than those .of the; principal 
,f;ities of Terra-Firma that ^iippUes it. 
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V Carora. 

Thirty leagues south of Coro is the city of Carora. 
Tts situation is indebted to nature for a salubrious air' 
only; for it very frequently wants the water that the' 
river Morera, on the banks of which it is situated, in 
dry weather refuses. Its soil, parched and covered 
with thorny plants, affords no other productions than 
<ho6e which o-^e almost their whole existence to the 
principle of heat. There is <^erved there a species 
of wild cochineal, as fine as the mistica, which they 
suffer to perish on the plant; balsams, as odoriferous 
as those of Arabia, abd aromatic gums, specifics for 
wounds, and preservatives from cramps and spasms. 
But it is not towards these objects that either the am- 
bition or the industry of the inhabitants of Carora is 
directed; they have preferred covering this ungrateful 
hind with productive animals, such as oxen, mules, 
horses, sheep, goats, &c. The attention and activity 
they apply to mak,e the most of the^e articles form 
their real eulogy, and lead us to believe that there 
are few cities in the Spanish West-Indies where there 
is so much industry as in Carora. 

The principal inhabitants live on the produce of 
their flocks; others gain a livelihood by Working up 
the raw materials they afford. The hides and skins 
are tanned and dressed according to their quality. — 
The numerous deer which they hunt continually, pay 
likewise to the tawer the tribute of their skins. It 
must, however, be confessed that these preparations 
h^ve not very complete success. iSelf-love, alwtiys 



Digitized by 



Google 



8St> 

pardonable when accompanied with the desire of do* 
ing well, throws the blame on the bad quality of the 
taQ> and the water they are obliged to use, but, it is 
eer^, that ignorance of the process makes a great 
part. Yet the consumer has no great reproaches to 
cast upon the workmen, because it is impossible to 
conceive how they can furnish these articles^ what^ 
ever may be their quality, for the moderate price at 
which they are sold. 

The hides and skins dressed at Carora ai^ ia a 
great measure, employiMl in the city itself in bopte^ 
shoes, saddles^ bridles^ md curriery. The ^Hurphig ^ 
ihe local consumpticm is spread over the province, or 
goes to Maracaibo> Cardiagena, smd the island of Cu-* 
ba* They make, also, at Carora, with a kind of fibre^ 
aloe disthica, very good hammocks, which ccmstitutc 
an article of commerce. 

s All these' labours occupy and maintain a popul^ 
tion of six thousand two hundred persons, who, tp a 
barren soil, have been able to attach die comforts 
nature seems to bi^re had the intmitioa <^ temovisi^ 
from them. 

The town is tdlefaUy^dl buiH; the streets ar^ Jau*^ 
and on a line; the parish-church ishandscme and weU 
kept up ; it is aided by a chapel of easej dedicated to 
St. Denis, the Areopagite. 

The administration of justice and police is in Ae 
hands of a lieutenant-^ovwnor and the common coun- 
cil. The miUtMy have no authority. 

Carora is in 10 degrees of north latitude, fifteeti 
leases east of the lake of Maracai'bo, twelve leagues 
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fmrdi of Tocuyo, twenty-^ight northrwest of Barqui** 
sim^Oj ^md ninety leagues Wi^st of Caniccas. 

Barquisimeto. 

fiaitquisftmeto, a city m^te ancient )>y fifteen yjears 
tlism Can^ccas> is situated in 9 degrees 4& minute of 
nortti latitude, on a level whose devation en;MeiB it 
to enjoy the coolness of every (breeze. Tbe exccsr 
sive ileal which is jexperiencod th^e, thgoJcy tP |his 
happy situation^ beqomes supportal^Ie. TJbie jthejrmor 
meter oi Reaumur rise^ to 28 and 29 degroesj \/hen* 
ewr the rays x£ the sun do not mtet viinib sofld/othiAg 
in die atmosphere to temp^ i^ir ardour. The xi^^t 
constant and mo^t equal ,wind that pceyaiis at j^quj- 
flin^eto is ihe north-«afit. 

in «the plains, the vaili^, and the risiQg pounds 
which compose its environs, the inhabitants |lnd 
si^cient xoom to gratify their taste, and apply their 
industry. The plain^, cov^ered with excellent pas- 
turage, render it easy to rear every species of 
mai^table anim^il. Many of the citizens give 4he 
preference to this Jdnd of speculation, and iind it 
answers well. They cultivate also the sugar cane^ 
and the very best of wheat. 

The vales, from a freshness preserved by means of 
flooding, produce cacao abundantly, awl of ag;ood 
quality; and the sides of the hills have lately bec^ 
employed in the culture of cojiee, which, to be exr 
quisite, requires only a more careful prep$u^tion. 

In considering only the immensity pf 4he .fertile 
l^nds that may be watered, and yet remain uncyltivated 
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in the environs of Barquisimeto, one would be tempt- 
ed to accuse the indolence of the inhabitants; but ou 
casting the eye over the plantations of every kind of 
articles^ and on the animals spread over the plains; 
on riefl^ting oh the great difficulty of transportbg 
its commodities to the sea*ports> the nearest md most 
frequented of which is at a distance of fifty leagues, 
one cannot refrain from pronouncing an eiUogy on 
the citizens of Barquisimeto. 

The bare aspect of the city announces the ease of 
eleven thousand three hundred persons \dio inhabit 
it. The houses are well built; the streets on a line 
and wide enough for the air to circulate freely. The 
parish-church is handsome and served by two. priests. 
A Christ is to be seen there, the object of the puUic 
v^ieration, and the private devotion of the villages 
twenty leagues aroiuid. There is^ also, a monastery 
of Franciscans, and a hospital badly attended. 

,A common council and lieutenant discharge the 
judicial duties and those of the police. 

Barquisimeto is forty leagues west soudi-west of 
Caraccas, a hundred and fifty leagues north north-? 
east of Santa F^, and fifteen leagues of Tocuyo. 

Tocuyo^ ^ ^ 

The city of Tocuyo is built in a valley formed by 
two mountains. Its division and construction are 
very regular. The streets on a line, and sufficiently 
wide. A house of worship, very well built, serves as 
the parish-church, oh which depends one chapel of 
ease. The Franciscans have there one monastery 
4 
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a&d the I>ominicans another. It is governed b]r a 
common council The sky is often overcast, and the 
climate rather cold than hot.. The air, however,, is 
wholesome. 

' The quality of ih lands accommodates itself, fike 
thit of the soil of Barquisimeto, to every sort of pro- 
duction, and its inhabitants turn it to a still better 
account. They are, at the same time, graziers, agri- 
culturists, artisans, and traders^ Wheat, among the 
other articles the inhabitants of Tocuyo cultivate, is 
esteemed the best in the province, and furnishes the 
consumption of many towns of the interior. They 
estimate the flour which is annually exported from 
Tocuyo to Barquisimeto, Guanara, St. Philip, andCa- 
raccas, at from eight to ten thousand quintals. They 
fabricate from the wool of their sheep, coverlids, and 
other cloths, which they send or carry as far as Ma- 
racaibo and Carthagena. They have, also tanneries, 
and taweries> and, like the inhabitants of Carora, 
work up as many as they can of the raw materials, 
aod sell the rest. 

pother species of commerce, exceedingly lucra- 
tive to the citizens of Tocuyo, is the sale of salt, which 
they bring from the salt ponds of Coro. Their acti- 
vity maintains them in the exclusive vent of this arti- 
cle of the first necessity. 

^ They reckon^ in the city of Tocuyo ten thousand 
two hundred persons, who are reproached with the 
phrenzy of suicide. A Creole of Tocuyo thinks no- 
, thing of cutting hb tlut)at, or hanging himself. Once 
dissatisfied with life, it becomes insupportable. He 
rids himself of it with the same composure that an 
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ovorieaded man relieves himseif of his burthcn> Thi^ 
syatem of cowardice, rather ihati ^f courage;, of ex- 
tmv^gance, rather ^i^ philosophy ; has, as yet, fwrni 
partisans in this city alone. 

Tocuyo is 90 leagues aouth^vrest of Caraccas, and 
20 l^igim xtoritk of TnixiUo. Its latitude hQJLe-^ 
grees 35 minuAes^ north ; and its longitude 1^2 de^ 
grieas 40 minutes, west of Paris. 



Guanara. 

The city «f Guauara recelvwl^fimn its iounden, in 
13(93, the civil and religious lnndiutiws whidi itbey 
then.gave to every vilb^e the]r established, di^t is>to 
$^, a <:onpimon council and priest Its Attusttion is a 
sufficient eulogium on thoste -¥ffco chos^ it. First, .a 
rivar, that has given its nfU9# to the city, fumisdies 
afeo ixc^llent water to its «itel>itants^ floods their 
laftd5> mid walei3S their cattle. Next, there is nothing 
to impede the wind from circulating freely tbrougb 
the itpwn, ^iM ircjshening the ttmo^hei*^ 

Jf the situjition of Gwnam is consid^ed widur^* 
spect to the labours . of the iiidhi it will >be seen ^liiat 
it has, on the western part, Ae most fertile lands, £t 
for every kind of produce, and on the scmthem and 
fastern imin<jnfl>e plains, whose ^pastures are evidestly 
destined by niaUire^fer tibermultipiication ofJcattle*-«-t 
It is, therefore, ,to ibis kind of speailation that the 
people of Guftn^a ^re jwificipally inclined. Their 
greatest ricb^ consist in cattle, the number of which is 
infinite. They sell quantities^ of oxen foj* the con* 

1 
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gumption of the province, and mules for its service 
The surplus they expi^rt by Coro, Porto-Cavello, or 
Guiana. Formeriy they raised very good tobacco in 
the valleys of Tucupio, Siporwo, and on the banks 
of the river Portuguese; but since the establishmeiitr 
of the exclusive sale of tobacco^ the plantations have 
undergone the fate of all tho$e which have had the 
mirfortune to find themsdves vrithout the limits of 
th^ territory assigned by the administrators for the 
cultivation of tobacco on account of the kii^. 

The population of Guanara is twelve thousand three 
hun^h^ persons. The streets straight, wided ^i^d 
fcMrmed by bouses, whicl^ without being sumptuousj, 
aipe of a tolerable construction. There is a hospital 
with a very moderate revenue; but the parish chucoh 
is Jarge, handsoine> and superiorly iulomed. Jt owes 
a jpart of its splendor to the advantage which it has of 
possessing our lady of Comoroto^ whose virtues and 
miisacles demand that I «hou]d give jome details of 
her vision, and the cause of the great concourse 
wiiich^he attracts from all the provinees bdnjbring 
on Guanara. 

Local tradition has been the sole deposkory of the 
citoumstances relating to the appearance of our ladj^ 
«f Comoroto, until the 3d of January, 1746, when Dr. 
Deal Carlos de Her^ra, superic^ vicarof the cathedral 
of Caraccas^ being at Guanara in the capacity of a 
visitor, ordered a public inquiry to verify, in a posi- 
tive and irrefragable manner, the facts that tradition 
might Buffer to escape her memory, or the exactitude 
of which she might impair Behold what was the 
result* 



Digitized by 



Google 



, 236 

In 1651, an inhabitant, named Jean Sanchez, went 
from the city of Espiritu Santo, by a road which 
crosses the dry savannas, to that of Tocuyo. A ca- 
cique stopped him to mention that ^ very handsome 
woman had appeared to him in a ravine which he 
pointed out, and that she had told him to go with his 
family to find the whites, to have some water thrown 
on his head as the only means of opening the road to 
Heaven. Sanchez, a little pressed for time, deferred 
the examination of this affair till his return, which 
was in eight days. The cacique was punctual in go- 
ing at that period to the very spot? as muth aflfected 
with what the lady had told him as on the first day. 
The magistrates were apprized that the whole of the 
Cacique's nation would go to the church to receive 
baptism. This was punctually executed, and in less 
than an hour more than seven hundred souls were 
put into the path of salvation. 
* After this solemn act all the young girls and chil- 
dren of the baptized Indians saw the lady in the ra- 
vine whete she had made her first appearance. As 
it was there that they went to draw water, and alv^aysr 
stayed a much longer time than was necessary, they 
were often scolded and beaten by their parents. The 
same fault, and the same chastisement was repeated 
every day, until at last the children declared that a 
woman appeared to them under so beautiful a figure 
that they could not refrain from admiring her. 

No grown person could see her; but on the reporf 
of the children they attributed to the waters of this 
ravine most prodigious virtues. What at once car- 
ried their credit to its height was, that the bishop 
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Diego de Banos, having sent some of this vmtcr to 
Madrid in 1699, it arrived, after ten months, as fresh 
as if it had but just been taken put of the ravine.—^ 
The governor, Don Nicolas Eugenio de Ponce, seat, 
at the same time, some to his wife in the Canaries^' 
which arrived in like manner, with all the characteris-* 
tics of freshness. 

. They who stand in need of it, go with a lighted 
lamp and bathe themselves in this ravine. The wa- 
ter is sent every where. The very flints from this 
ravine are become relics, which they wear round the 
neck. Wliat is remarkable is, that they all had entire 
faith in these miracles, excepting the very cacique 
who had informed Sanchez. He remained in a state 
of the most unconquerable obduracy. ' 
' The eighth of September, 1652, says the inquest, 
they were desirous of obliging the cacique to assist at 
some divine offices, he refused, and withdrew to his 
house at a distance of two leagues. He had no sooner 
arrived than the virgin appeared to him with 4 
splendor which gave at midnight as much light as the 
sun at high noon. The cacique had scarcely seen her 
when he said: '' Oh madam, dost thou come here 
"*' too ? ^ Thou may' St as well return. I am no more 
" disposed to oJ)ey thee. It is on thy account that 
" I find myself in trouble. I wish to retire to the 
/' same woods I repent to have left.'* The wife of 
the Indian said to her husband, '' don't insult a u'o» 
" man; be not so bad hearted." He then caught 
}fP his bow and a^ow and would have shot at the vir- 
gin, but she aj^roa<:hed so close as to prevent him. 
He endeavoured .to- seize hcf; cshe. disappear6d,j 9^ 
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darknAm titcceeddl. In the itaean timd the eif 
cique felt something in hisliand^ thej kii^led the 
fire, and recognized it to be a figure of the ^ntpn, 
^ich he hid tinder die thateh on Ae roof of hh cot- 
tage, and w^it into the woods where he died from the 
bite of a sttdke. 

A child of twelve years of age fmind this fitde 
figure; he tied it to the bag of reKcs which he wore 
round his nedc. But this event was ne sooner known/ 
dian they came In p ror egflion to look for her. Thef 
immediately erected for her a temple more worthy ^ 
her dignity, where all the fai^iil offer up to her the 
continual homage of the most profound veneration* 
She wants nothing to rival our lady of Lorette buC 
the riches of our Italian virgin, for ^ is quite as nnoh 
revered, and quite as potent. 

Guanara is in 8 degrees 14 minutes of north bti' 
lude, and 72 de^es 15 minutes longitude west from 
Paris; ninety-threeleaguessoutb^westfrcMnCaraccas, 
twentyrfour leagues «ottth-east from Truxillo. 

The city of Araura is one of the happy resulfei of 
the laboiu^ of the first Capuchin Andalusian missiona*^ 
ries> who liad the courage to undertake in ^e pro^ 
vince of Vmiezuela to make them renounce, by per- 
suaision alone, the idolatry and savage life of Indians, 
which till then it had been thought impossible tosub^ 
due but ^by force of arms. We haye ^wen, in Chap. 
VI. how much the Spanish sovereignty and public 
tFanqaility is indebted to^eee venerable ministers^cf 
1 
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[ the God of peace. The only mode of avoiding rcpe^ 
titions is to refer the reader to it. 

The situation of Araura is beautiful, agreeable and 
advantageous. Three riven water its territory, and 
itittltiply the sources of fertility, of which, indeed^ 
the inhabitants are very far from drawing all that is 
possible. Their principal, and almost only occupa- 
tion is, raising of cattle. They cultivate nothing but 
Cotton and a little coffee. If it is wished ta behold a 
laborious people, oare mtlst be token how the steps 
are directed towards Araura. The plan of the city is 
regular and pleasing enough. The streets are straight. 
They have contrived a very handsome square. The 
houses are well built, without there being any thing' 
remarkable except the church, which is superb. 

Our lady de la Corteza, or of the Bark, occupies, 
in the church of Araura, the first place. She enjoys 
the public veneration not only of all the fekhful of 
Ax^ra, but even that of all the villageil in the netgh*^ 
bourhood; Her miraculous appearance was made in 
1703, at a little distance from the city. The judicial 
inquisition taken in 1757, states, that a mulatto wo- 
Arum, immed Margaret, going from the city of Arauwi 
to pay her devotion to our lady of Comoroto, had oil 
ker way some occasion to tie the4>east «he rode to a 
tatte. When she went to untie it she perceived oh 
Hife biwk of the tfee the image of a vii*gin ; she raised 
it tip with a knifii and carried it away. Having ar- 
fi¥^ at <the village of Acasigua, she put theKttte vir^ 
gift in a comer of the room with a lighted candle, 
aftd hft^ti to pray t6 btr. A Gaprtchin mtssicmary 
c^e )d ^Sm san^e house «aA wished to know the fais^ 
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tory of the new virgin: the girl told the \dK)le. Iif ■ . 
stantly the Capuchin with eagerness requested her t» 
make him a present of the virgin. He met with 
scnne difficulties which it was impossible to remove^ 
but by giving in exchange a bag of relics, ^nd two 
. impressions of the holy virgin, one of Rosaria> the 
other of the conception. On these conditions ^ 
barter was made. The Capuchin carried away pur 
lady of the Bark. She was placed in the parish 
church of Araura, whashe has performed a number 
of miracles. She has not, however, either the cele- 
brity, or the power of our lady of Comot-oto. 



Ccdaioso. 

Calaboso is a city of a late date, which yis^, at first 
ah Indian village, but since augmented by the Spa- 
niards, who had fixed their abode there to be nearer 
at hand to wa^ch and take care of their herds. The 
company of Guipuscoa arrogates to itself in its me- 
moirs the merit of having given to Galaboso the de- 
gree of increase which it must needs have acquired 
to be inscribed in the list of cities. 

Its climate is excessively hot, although regularly^ 
tempered by the breeze from the north-east. Itq 
.soil is fit fyr little but to raise cattle, and it is on|y^ 
emjdoyed for that purpose. The pasturage is, good, 
apd its homed beasts very numerous. Yet,, foi: $qiii^ 
time, wtether that corruption of mapner^ has made s^ 
progress^ or that the vigilance of the magistrate is re- 
laxed, this species of property has experi^ped tl^e 
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alarming elfecte^of devastation and pillage^ ^ Ban<li o£ 
robbers, enemies to labour, addicted to every vice, 
continually traverse the immense plains from the dia* 
trrct of Calaboso to the banks of the Guarapicha, steal 
as many oxen and mules as they cart, and introduce 
them clandestinely into Guiana and Trinidad* They 
often, as I have had occasion to observe, even kiti 
them on the spot, only to obtain the skin and tallow* 
If prompt and vigorous measures are not taken, th^ 
settlements at a distance from the cities, as they al- 
most all are, will sqon be nothing more than des^rts> 
and" posterity will know only from tradition that they 
oixpe held large herds. 

The city pf Calaboso is situated between two ri- 
vers ; one, the Guarico to the west ; the other, the 
Orituco to the eastj but nearer the first than the se- 
cond. The^e two rivers, whose courses are frortt 
north to south, unite their waters four or five leagues 
below Calaboso ; then at the distance of about twenty 
leagues throw themselves into the river Apura, and 
go under this name to increase the Oronoko- "When 
a quantity of rain makes these two rivers oveiflow 
their banks, a circumstance that happens annually^ 
the inhabitants of Calaboso find themselves very much 
inconvenienced by the Waters. Their joUmeys, their 
labours, every thing is suspended^ Their animals re- 
tire to the heights, and remain there, tmtil the water 
having left the' plain, they can return to their pas-* 
ture« 

The streets and houses of Calaboso fbrm a view 
agreeable enough; the churcl), without beiijg hai^d^ 
gome, is decent. 

Vol. IL . It 
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in lt86, thtrt were in Cilaboso and the five vil- 
lages dependent on it, five hundred and forty-nine 
Tiouses, eleven hundred and eighty-six free Indian^, 
not tributary, three thousand one hundred and one 
persons of colour, nine hundred and forty-fliree slaves, 
a hundred and sixteen plantations and settlements; 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two mnles, twenty-six 
thousand five hundred and fifty-two horses, sixty^even 
thousand four hundred and sixty-seven oxen and 
cows. At this time; 1804, the city has a population 
of four thoi^sand eight huridred persons. It is, situ- 
ated in 8 degrees 40 minutes north latitude, fifty-two 
leagues south of Caraccas, and almost as much noiA 
of the Cfronoko^ 



Si Jolm the Baptist of Paa. 

This city Js remarkable in having only the propnV 
torsi of cattle for its inhabitants. The pasturage » 
excellent, the settle^ments nuin^it)us, and stocked with 
mares, horses, mules and homed beaats, !]^ides the 
emoluments arising from their sale, still further are 
derived from the sak of a quantity of cheese made 
there. 

Five thonsand four hundred persons form the po- 
pulation of the city, which h pretty regularly con' 
utructed. The parish church is to Be pfaised more 
for its neatness than for its architecture. The heat 
would be intolerable at St. John the Baptist of Pao if 
ft were not tempered by the viofeitce and frequency 
.of the north-east wind. The place is very healthy^ 

I 
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i^hey know scarcely any other domplaints thati such 
as man is subject to oil whatever part of the globe 
he may he. 

The river Pao runs to th^ east of the city* It$ 
course is from north to south* It fottoerly discharged 
itself into the lake of- Valencia; but by one pf those 
revolutions which time frequently amuses itself in ef* 
fectirigi this river lias taken its present direction. I^ 
IS successively entoged by the waters of several 
other streams, with yhich, hi its turn, it increases * 
the riwr Apura, to empty itself, under that name> 
into tlie Oronoko* 

The new course which the river Pao has taken> 
seems to be a bounty of Providence> who wished to 
open a direct communication between Valencia and > 

the Oronoko through an extent of a hundred leagues^ 
Art might with so much the more ease establish this 
navigation, as it would have only to deepen the bed 
jof the Pao for the first ten or twelve leagues from its 
source* The advantages which commerce would de- 
rive from it are incalculable, because^ in time of war 
especially, the province of Venezuela would preserve 
with Guiana, in spite of the cruisei^ of the eriemy^ 
every intercourse cii'cumstances could require- It 
does not require a very penetrating genius to per- 
ceive that by this \^ay, which the enemy could not 
impecle, the most prompt assistance could be sent to 
Guiana, in case she should be threatened with an in- 
vasion. 

The latitud:e"of the city of Pao is 9 degrees ^mi- 
nutes north. Its distance from.Caraccas, to the south-; 
West of which it lies, is 50 leagues. 
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5/. Louis of Cw a. 

fhe city of St. Louis of Cura is placed in a valley 
formed by mountains of the most grotesque appear- 
ance. Those on the south-west are crowned by 
frocks, which serve to prove to man the fragility of 
liis ephemeral existence, and the constant progress 
of ages. The valley is, however/ fertile, and covered 
with some articles of produce; but the greater part 
of its property is in cattle. 

' The temperature of the city is hot and dry. Its 
soil, a reddish clay, and extremely muddy in rainy 
Weather. The water is not clear, though wholesome. 
If has four thousand inhabitants, governed by a com- 
mon council.' Its church, till now very little re- 
tiowned, has acquired at this time a celdbrity that 
ages will have some trouble to destroy. She owes it 
to the miracles of our lady of the Valenciahs. 

This virgin was found about thirty years ago in a 
ravine of that name, by an old Indian^ who carried 
her to his hut, where he exposed her !o the venera- 
tion of the faithful. The virgin, by the simple glim- 
mering of a candle of bad tallow, and under a humble 
roof of straw, was as generous in miracles as if she 
had befen beneath a gilded ceiling. The priest wa» 
no s6oner informed of this event than he wei>t to the 
61d Indian's, and requested to have the virgin to place 
her in the church. The Indian had infinite difficulty 
in consenting to part with so precious an article, 
which constituted the good fortune of his life. But 
it last the reasons oT the priest prevailed, and t^ 
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virgin was carried in procession to the church, 
where she was placed in' a manner more worthy of 
herself^ . . ' 

The news 'was qiiitkly spread throughout the pro- 
vmCe. Votaries flocked from all parts'.' Alms began to 
shower. The virgin acquired every day fresh jewels 
in acknowledgment of the favours they owed her. Re- 
wards increased the perquisites of the priest. In 
short; every thing took the most brilliant turn, when 
the jealousy or the piety of the vicar of St. Sebastian 
de los Reyes, dispelled this flattering prospect. 

He demajided, by a suit at law, thai this virgin 
should be restored to him, because the ravine of the 
Valencians, where she had been found, making a 
part of his parish, it was incontestable that she be- 
longed to his church. The parson of St. Louis of 
Cura in defence of his property opposed reasons still 
stronger than those alledged to deprive him of it. — 
The cause grew warm. Both parties were enraged. 
Every means was employed to establish the right of 
each to the virgin. 

The bishop of Caraccas, embarrased in deciding 
this singular tjuestion, ordered that the virgin, who 
hatl occasioned the whole dispute, should be carried 
to Caraccas, and deposited in the palace, where he 
let her ifeleep together with the process, till his death. 

At length, in 1802, the bishop Don Francisco Ib- 
arra, a prelate endued with every civH'and religious 
virtue, proposed to the parson of St. Sebastian de los 
Reyes, who was not then the same person, to aban- 
don the claims of hi^ predecessor, and to consent 
that the virgin should be sent back to the^ vicar 
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of St. Louis of Ciira, The afikir wa^ terminated ac- 
cording to the ever pacific desires of the venerable 
prelate* The process was put an end to^ c^scord 
ceased^ and our lady of the Valenciarp returned 
in triumph to St. Louis of Cura, jffter an absence oC 
thirty years. 

The city of St Louis of Cura is in 9 degrees 45 
minutes of north latitude; 32 leagues soutii-west of 
Caraccas, and § leagues south-east of the lake of Va- 
lencia, 

St Sebastian dc los Reyes. 

The foundation of the city of St. Sebastian de lo8( 
Reyes is dated towards the end of the sixteenth cen-* 
tury. It has consequently had from its origin, a 
common council, and a vicar. The soil of its juris* 
diction, fit for many commodities, produces yery lit** 
tie but maize, because they plant scarcely any dung 
else. Its pastures feed large herds, which the inha^ 
bitants prefer to the products of the field. ' 

This city, middlingly built, carries the marks of its 
antiquity. Its situation is agreeable, but it is rendered^ 
disagreeable for a place of residence by the very great 
I>eats which tlje cojutinual and strong bjoe^e from thft 
northeast ia able but faintly to temper, T^t \^ater is 
heavy, but abundant. There is besides the parish 
cliurch an insi^ificant hospital They reckon in tha 
city only three thousand five hundred personst 

St Sebastian de Ips Reyes is in latitude 9 degrees 
54 minutes north, 8$ lea^;ue9 southrqu^er soiitU* 
west of Cairacc^t 
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Si. PhUip. 

A miserable village* ii^hich origmally bore the 
name pf (jJocorpta, U b^ome^ at tke expence of the 
population of Barquisiqietjp^ an4 the Spaniar4s £rom 
the Canaries, who liave fixed their abode thcte^ as rer- 
markable for the activity, as the industry of its inha- 
bitants, and is no longer known but under the. name 
of St. Philip. The soil is of a fertility rarely m«t 
with, watted on the east by the river Yarani, and on 
the west by the Arva, intersected by an iiifinity^ of 
rivulets and ravines, and exposed alternately to vio- 
lent rains and excessive heats ; one beholds here th^ 
incessant renovation of every principle of fecundity. 
They cultivate cacao, indigo, coffee, a little cotton, 
and still less sugar. The richness of die soil has 
principally contributed to raise the city of St. Phifip 
from its primitive obscurity, Mid the cpmpany of 
Guipuscoa has completed the work; fqr, having 
chCKsen this spot for the establishment of warehouse, 
more within the reach of the consumers in the inte>* 
rior, and appropriated for the reception of the com- 
modities received in payment, it is natural, that of 
the great number of people which it employs a part 
should fix in places wljere they will have augmented 
the population in apgnaenting the meai]i3 of subsist- 
ence. 

There ape at St. Philip six tliousand eight hundred 
souls. The city is regularly built. The streets are 
on a line and broad. The parish church is handsome 
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and wen maintained. The common council regulates 
the police^ and administers justice. The atmosphere 
is hot and moi^t ; the town consequently not very 
healthy. Yet they assert that venereal complaints 
are those which most inconvenience the inhabitants. 
This city is in 10 degrees 15 minutes of north lati- 
tude, fifty leagues west of Caraccasi^ fifteen north- 
west of Valencia, and seven north-west of Nirgua. 



Nirgua. 

The city of Nirgua, erected on account of the 
mines discovered in its soil, is, as has been seen, 
Chap. I. one of the first founded in the province^ of 
Venezuela. Its environs are fertile; but the air is 
unwholesome. Even the natives of the place are fre- 
quently attacked by acute disorders that terminate 
only in death. There have never been many whites 
in it; but there have been many less since the 
Samhos of Nirgua for services rendered to the royal 
authority have attained from the king the title, of his 
faiihfvl'arid loyal sulgects, the Sambos of the city 
of Nirgua, The whites must necessarily abandon a 
place where this favour, exclusively accorded to the 
Sambos, promised them no longer any thing but mor- 
tification and discord. In fact, the whites have insensi- 
bly withdrawn themselves. They now count no more 
than four or five families, who would deem themselves 
exceedingly happy if their 'colour enjoyed there the 
same respect as that of black or copper 
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All the offices of the common council are occupied 
by Sambos. There is only the lieutenant-mayor of 
the justicia-mayor, named by the gdvernor of the 
province, that is white. 

The city manifests every symptom of decline. The 
houses are almost all in ruins from age, without one 
of its ravages being repaired by the hand of man. — 
Its population is three thousand two hundred persons. 

But I owe to my reader some idea of the Sambo^ 
which I ought, perhaps, to have given him before. 
The Sambo is the offspring of a negro man with an 
Indian woman, or of an Indian man with a negro 
woman. His colour is nearly that of a grif or cobb, 
the produce of a mulatto and negro. The Sambo is 
well formed, muscular, and able to endure fatigue ;V 
but, all his tastes, afl his inclinations, all his faculties," 
are turned to vice. The mere name of Sambo signi- 
fies in the country a good for nothing idler, dnmkard, 
cheat, thief, and even an assassin. Of ten crimes 
that are committed eight always appertain to this curs-' 
cd class of Sambos. Immorality is their characteristic. 
It is not perceived in the same degree, either in ne- 
groes, mulattoes, or any other race, pure or mixed. 
A phenomenon which struck me is, that the children 
of a white man with an Indian woman, whose colour 
is a pale white, are all delicate/ agreeable, good, do* 
cile; and so far from age destroying these qualities, 
it, on the contrary, only renders them more striking.' 

The city of Nirgua, is in 1,0 degrees of north lati- 
tude, 71 degrees 10 minutes of longitude w^, and 
forty-^ight leagues from Caraccas. ^ 
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San Carlos. 



It is to the first missionaries of Venezuela^ that the 
city of San Carlos owes its ^istence^ and to the acti- 
vity of its inhabitants^ its growth and beauty- The 
major part of its white population is composed of 
Spaniards from the Canaries; and as they remove 
themselves from their natal soil only to mtliomte 
their lot, they arrive with good dispositions to laJEKmr^^ 
^nd courage to undertake whatever may be necessary 
ifi accomplish their eiid Their exs^mple establishes 
a species of emulation, that communicate itself evea 
to the Creoles, and from which the public prosperity 
cannot but find its advantage. It is at Ie^> the only 
reason which reflection has furnished me, of the ease 
tliat reigns at San Qarlos. Live stock form the. 
grand mn^s of the riches of its inhabitants. Cattle 
j^orses, mules, are m, great Sundance. Cultivation, 
vithqijt being well pursued, is not neglected, hidiga 
and cofiee are ali9ost the only articles raised. The 
quality of the soil give$ an exquisite flavour to the 
fijuits, and particularly to the oranges, which are celcr 
l^ra^ed throughout the whol^e province. 

The city i^ large, handsome and well divMcd,— 
Th^y reckon ni^ie thousand five hundred inhabitants. 
The parish church ia its construction and neatness,, 
corresponds with the industrious activity and piety of 
its, parishioners. 

The. heat experienced at San Carlos is very great* 
It would be e:jwcessive if the violence of the north-east 
wind did not diminish the intenseness of the sun.— 
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San Carlos is in 9 degtees ^ minutes of ^o^th latir 
^ude; 60 de^ees south-west of Caraccas, twenty-: 
eight leagues §outh south-west of V^encia, and twentjr 
leagues from St Philip. 



Government of Cumana. 

T%e gmrernment of Cumana is composed of two 
provinces ; one properly called Cumana^ and the 
other Barcelona. It is not well known hoy Barce- 
lona with its dependencies h^s been abl^ to obtain 
the character of a province, having never had parti- 
cular governors. Since it has, been conquered fron\ 
the Indians it has constantly made a part of the ^o- 
yermnent of Cumana. I subjoin the e^^planation^ 
which my researches have placed within nay power 
to give. 

That whiic;h is at this day called the proyince oi^ 
Barcelona made a part of the province of Veujczuela, 
and was found consequently to he^ comprized withia 
the grant made in 1588 to the Welsers; but, their 
viewSj alvtays directed towards the south, did not per- 
mit them to turn their attention to the eastern parts, 
of the province. It wa3 leven a long peripd after the 
privilege was revoked, before thp Spanish governors 
could occupy themselves \vith conquering ^e, tern- 
tpry of Barcelona, , . 

The first expedition, composed of one hundred 
Spaniards and four hundred Indiana, was entrusted, in 
L579, by the governor Pimentel to Garci Gonzales^ 
It wajs originally destined for the conquest of the 
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Quiriqtures Indians on thcf borders of fhe T^y. ' The 
ravages which the Comanagotos committed more tci 
the east determined him to commence by redilcm^ 
them. Their number, courage, ferocity, and the a<ji 
vantage of their position, placed victory on the side 
of the Indians. The Spaniards were beaten, driven 
back, and pursued; nothing was wanting to their de^ 
feat. This enterprise, beset with difficulties and dan- 
gers, was no longer coveted bystny one. They were 
obliged to imposed it as a^pttriishnaeilt'on Christopher 
Cobos, condemned by thi audience of St. Domingo, 
to aid at Tiis own expeiice, in the subjugation of Ve- 
nezuela, as an expiation for the crime which his fa-^ 
ther, governor of Cumana, had committed on the per- 
son of P^rancis Faxardo, whom he had, from jealousy/ 
caused to bq strangled in a jprison, as has been already 
mentioned in Chap. I. 

Christopher Cobos obtained from the governor, 
Roxas, for a eonquest that demanded a considerable 
force, only one hundred and seventy Spaniards,- and 
three hundred Indians from the coast. In the month ol 
March, 1685, he entered into the territories of the' 
Cumanagotos, who, elated with their former success, 
gave him frequent battles, in which his valour and 
intrepidity were put to full trial. Yet, by dint of 
engagements and victories, he remained sufficiently 
master of the country to found on the banks of the 
river Salee, and at a little distance from its mouth, a 
city to which he gave the name of his Saint 
• As soon as he saw himself in possession of a coun- 
try of which he had himself believed the conquest 
impossible with such feeble mpns> he thought of re-* 
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v^ngmg himself on the governor Roxas. He had va- 
ribus conferences with the governor of Cumana, Ro- 
drigo Nunez Lobo, from whence resulted the uqion 
of the conquest of Cobos to the government of Cu- 
Inana. The natuxial indolence of Roxas put the seal 
to this arrangement, in giving to the governor of Cu- 
mana tim^ to render an account of it to the king, and 
to receive his approbation of the n\e^ure. Which was 
the more certain as it could be of very little impor- 
tance to the mother country whether this part should 
belong to the government of Cumana, or to that of 
Venezuela. It is thus that the limits of Venezuela, 
^hich till then were at Maracapana, were carried ta 
the river Unara, where they at this day still are. It 
is presumable, that the government of Cumana at 
first gave to its new acquisition the title of the pro- 
vince of Cumanagotos, which it relinquished, to take 
the name of Barcelona as soon as that city became its 
capital 

^ The govertiment of Cumana is bounded on the 
north and to the east by the sea, on the west by the 
river Unara, on the south by the river Oronoko, ex- 
cept on those parts where the left bank of this river 
^ IS inhabited. The jurisdiction of the governor of 
Cuiana extends to within cannon shot of the establish* 
ihents situated to the north of the Oronoko. 

From the river Uriara to the city of Cumana the 
land is tolerably fertile. From the point of Araya,'. 
for twenty to twenty-eight leagues more to the east, 
the coast is dry, sandy, and ungrateful. The soil of- 
fers to man Nothing but an inexhaustible mine of salt, 
Gtt once marihe arid mineral. The country which 
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borders on the Oronoko is good only for raising cattle^ 
and it is to that use they apply it. It is there that 
all the commons of the province are situated. 

The residue is every where; of a wonderful fertility- 
The plains^ tha valleys, the hill sides annotmee by 
their verdure and kind of productions, that nature has 
thepe placed the most active principles of germina-* 
tion. But the inheritance is so little disputed \nth 
the beasts of the field, that by an inexplicable singu- 
larity neither tigers, panthers, nor even apes, have 
any dread of man. The most precious trees, the 
guiacum^ anacardiiun, brazil, and campeachy wood, 
are found down to the very coast of Paria itself. — - 
The air is peopled with bu-ds the most rare and 
charming. 

The interior of the government of Cumana is oc- 
cupied by mountains, some of which are of an extria- 
ordinary elevation. The highest, that o^Tumeriquiri, 
is nine hundred and thirty*five toises above the leVel 
of the sea* 

In this mountain is the cavern of Guacharo, famous 
among the Indians. It is Immense, and serves as a 
habitation for millions of nocturnal birds (a new spe^ 
cies of the caprimtUgtiS of Linnaeus) whose fat yielcb 
the oil of Guacoaro. Its site is majestic, and adorned 
|)y the most brilliant vegetation. There issues from 
the cavern a river of some magnitude, and within fs^ 
heard the.mourhful ciy of the birds, which the Indians 
attribute to the souls that are forced to enter this 
caveim in order to go to the other world. But they 
9re. enabled to obtain permission for it only when 
tlieir conduct in tliis Hfe has been without reproach. 
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If it has been otherwise, they are retained for i 
shorter or longer time, according to the heiiiousnessi 
of their offences. This dark, wretched, nioiirnful 
'abode draws from them the mournings and plaintive 
cries heard without. 

The Indians have so little doubt of thia fable, sup- 
ported by tradition, being a sacred truth commanding 
the utmost respect, that immediately after the death 
of their parents or friends they repair to the mouth 
of the cavern to ascertain whether their souls have met 
tdfh any impediment. If they think they have not 
distinguished the voice of the decea3cd> tliey with- 
draw overjoyed, and celebrate the event by inebriety 
and dances characteristic of their felicity; but if they 
imagine they haye heard the voice of the defunct^ 
they hasten to drown their grief in intoxicating li- 
quors, in the midst of dances, adapted from their na- 
ture, to paint their despair. 

So, whatever may be the lot of the departed sout 
liis relations and friends give themi^elves up to the 
gatttle excesses; there is no difference, but in ihe cha- 
t^cter of the dance. 

All the Indians of the government of Cunlana\ 
2tnd Oronoko hot converted to the faith, and even 
many of those who appear to be so,, have notwith- 
standing as much respect for this opinion as their 
ancestors could possibly have had. It appears that 
It is not, like so many others of its kind, the child of 
hriposture or fanaticism; for it is not accompaniecl 
with any religious ceremony, the expence of which 
would increase the revenue of the inventor's benefice, 
ihe cavern itself shows no vestige of superstition 
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haying at any time obtained there the least moniv 
talent of the empire imposture might have wished M 
exercise over credulity. This prejudice then is solely 
the effect of fear, ev.er ingenious in creating phan^ 
toms, and in imagining those things which flatter the 
illusion* Among the Indians two hundred leagues 
from the cavern to go down into Guacharo, is syno* 
nimous with to die. 

• Mr. Humboldt has informed us, that in the moun^* 
tains of the government of Cumana, especially in 
those of Tumeriqueri, there is a layer about three 
toises thick of limestone and argillaceous earth 
mixed with a great portion of coal. Upon this 
stratum is often found one of sandy earth, which 
appears modern. It is a mass of shells, quarJtz^ 
and secondary limestone. Respecting the forma- 
tion of this sandy earth it is easy to be deceived; 
for at thirty toises deep these strata appear to be 
of pure limestone ; but oi) examining them atten- 
tively, quartz is discovered in the mass, then. the 
limestone base disaj^ears by degrees, till the .quarts 
increases so much, that hardly any thing else can 
be perceived. 

The principal establishments of the dependencies 
of Cumana are on the western coast, as Bsuxelona, 
Tiritu, Clarinas, &c. Twelve leagues to the south- 
west of Cumana is the Valley bf Cumanacoa, where 
the plantations of tobacco on account of the king are 
iituated. The soil is so congenial to this species of 
production, that the tobacco cultivated there obtains 
in the country a marked preference over that raised 
(b every other part of Terra-Firma. Connoisseu» 
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pay wiltlngly for the «e*g2Hr» of^th^ tobacco 6f Ctim^ 
liacoa double the atnoimt given for those 'made of 
tobacco from^y other quarter. In the environs of 
XUmnanaeda are thfe Indian Villages oT San-Pemando, 
Arenas, and Aricagua, situated in a territory of ex- 
treme btft usfelesd fertility. ^ More in Ae interior are 
found 4he Valleys of CHrepa, Guanagiiana, Cocoyar, 
&c. very ftJrtile, but uncuttivatetf. 

Th€f part ivhidh seeins to have a deposition to re* 
viVe is the coast of' the gulf of Pana, from the place 
wh^re 1^ Guarapicha disembogite^ to the inbst nor- 
-fhe*n mouth of the Orbnbko. ' Wtf there see two vil- 
lages y^t rising, Guiria atid Giilniiiia, inhabited 'by 
Spaniards land French refugees' fiv>m Trinidad> smce 
the English possessed tbemselvefe of it in 17&7^ 'ftte 
progress v4iich tniltiv^tidn hftfe ^ade in this^'^^ihort in- 
terval ind'ut^ a presumptibii that thisdiStritt Will fti 
a few years become the -rilrhfest in tJie proviffc^. - It 
is^ true tfiat^ the neighbourhood held by the British, 
oflfers to the cultivator oh the coast of I^ria enc6ii- 
ragements which he finds in no other part. Hte thetfe 
^rocOTes himself at a'cheap Vatfe, and often tin credit, 
^11 the iron-work necessary for his establishments, and 
he there sells, in a moment> all his commodities with- 
out 'duties, arid with hardly kny expence of trand^ 
portatfon, at prices far ^petfior tt> those he could 
^in in the Spanish ports! • Will the govferhrnent de- 
termine to tolerate this clandestihe intercourse, which. 
In fact, can lie considered as only a trifling inconve- 
Yiiencfe, iii comparison \6 flie advantages which it 
secures to the province, or will it adopt measures to 
prweiit it^It is a problem which wisdom ought to 
Vol. II. s 
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solve. But it seems to me that good poliqr advises 
to take no notice of it till the plantatimis on the 
border of the gulf of Paria shall be considerable 
enough to draw to them the commerce of the mother 
coimtry. 

The whole territory of the government of Cuma- 
tia, is intersected in every direction by rivulets^ 
iMDoks, and rivers equally applicable to the purposes 
of flooding as to those of hydraulic machines and na- 
vigatipn. I have already said^ that the rivers which 
dischai;ge themselves into the sea to the north are the 
Keveri and Mansanaries^ both of small size and gen* 
tie current; and that those which disembogue to the 
east and in the gulf of Paria traverse a great<er extent 
of country. Some throw themselves into the Giuara- 
picha, wUch is itself navigable at twenty*five leagues 
from the sea. These rivers are the Colorado, the 
Guatatar, the Caripa, the Punceres, the Tiger, the 
Gnayuata, &c. others have their course to die south, 
and, after having watered the prGvince> empty them- 
selves into the Oronoko. 

The productions of the goveinment <if Cicmaaa 
might then be shipped, as may be convenient, to |he 
north by Barcelona ^d Cumana; to the east by the 
gulf of Paria; and to the south by the Oronoko. It 
would be difficult for nature to do more Uian she has 
done for this part of the world, which ought, fctf its 
present ^tuation to accuse the indolence of man, not 
the care of providence. But what progress can she 
promise herself with a population of twenty-four 
thousand persons, of all ages, of all colours, and of 
both sexes, scattered over an extent of such magni* 
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tude? Hity even recjcon ia this number the^Indiani 
of the mission of the Ajtagohes^ CapuchinSi whose! 
Fedoctidn is still ndcertsdni and whose labours are* ail 
absolutes nullity; ^ These missions^ which they call 
chaymes, ^e sprdad through the mountains where a 
number of savage Indians exercise the zeal and pa- 
tience of missionaries^ 

A million of cultivators in thfe province of Cumana^ 
would give to Spain as much produce as she draw3 
^m all her other poss^ionsi for there is not a 
country that unitds in the same degree as Climana 
does/ ricbiHto of soil to the t^enefits of flooding, thc^ 
convenience of transporting its commodities^ and the 
advantages of situation to windward of all Xeira^ 

Gumand, 

the city of Comanai ihfe most ancient of all f erra^^^ 
l^inna^ w» builti as Yob already been said^ in 1520^ 
Vy Qo^ia^ Ocampo/ neaf i qiiarter of a league fit>ttt 
the sea^ on % smdy and dry soil. 

It |8 in 10 decrees 37 minutes; 37 isetonds of' north 
latitude) and 66 degrees 30 minutes longitude west 
froffi; Paris; The thermometer of Reaumtr> rises 
gcsm^ly in July> to 83 degrees in the day^ and to 
19 in the nigbt. 

Tl^ maximum - - ^ S7 

The minimum - t "^ ^'^ 

, Thtf elevation of the city aboVe the level of the 

sea isfifty^three feet. In july^ the hygrometer of Du- ^ 

kuvjenerally indicates 50 to 53 degrees of humidity^ 
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the mdkimuifl - ^ ' ^ <56 
The minimum - . -t - 46 

According to the cyahbmeter of Sausstire, tfalK^^^ 
^ dc^grees of the blue of Ihfe sk^, whilst « Cdrdccife 
tlicfre are but 18, and m feurope generally !-#. 

Thie seat of goVernmait of the two proviftc^es of 
which it is composed is at Cumina. The govfernor,^ 
appointed for five year^, is it the simfe time vice- 
fatroh, and, m ftis capncity, rioWin^tes to all the va- 
^rit benefices, zaA fills up ^TI.tKose offibcs of reli- 
^ous W)i*ship, whose ippoinftriiints coiisfittAe sf parf 
of the roji\ ^r^ogatr^s. As sub-defefate df Ae^ 
Jhtendanr; he has th^ admihisfriition* of fRfe finSfiCei^ 
of hfe'deptirtm^, he siipftiritentfe- ttfe rtcfei^ kif ih# 
taxes, removes doubts, directs the ordinary exp Aces,*^ 
and receives the accounts of the officers of the ad- 
ministration; but he ii- subbrJlinate to the captain- 
general as to all political relations with foreign colo- 
tlies, aftd v^iktever c6hcerMtlfe''MlSt^ 
He is; ^Isos ill the mantf^emeWi*^*tHe^ rtiSSWerf,-^^ 
(fdiirineraal regtflafions, Uha^r tKfe ^ftS^^^^^i^^lftfc fl^ 
tendant. * , ^ ' '- ^ > ' ^-^ 

Yet i ^vernor of Guminh, ©bn VTchfti Efn|i^n, 
i native of Mscay, tobk tipon himself} SRmrrgHi^ 
War from 179eJ to 18Q1, fb admft iieutral vessJeW in- 
fo the ports of his goverhni'ent, fHougfc ke hifil oiSc^i 
to exclude them. By this happy re'sii^taft^ afibh- 
dance reigned within his jurisdiction dt\rf#g a time 
in which the whole residue of Terri-iFlrma was in 
want of every thing, except dry goodfe furnished Iby 
the English colonies. Thei^ k this t)esfdes, thit the 
very war which respect JFdrthe prbhibRive laws ivbrifif 
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liayfe'i^nflf i:^d. 4e.stru,ctive tp the. prQvippes of Cutjiaf 
i^ ^n^ Pwcc^ofi^^ bepam^, qn ihfi cop^tr^ry/ the, occat 
^p fpd "^^J^S 9f ^ ^roAvtlv Vb.at wjU ,there for ever 
gf^s^ to hp blessed t)je name of th^ governor .jvho 
^d th^e jqoy^ge tp f^xp9se )iimself to ih? reproach^ 
of hiajiing fpr.tlie ^ja^e pf th^e welfare of the coun^ 
fotrus^ ^9 ,his cfire. J8ut bis Catholic Majesty, al* 
ways J\ist in his (ieci^ions, instead of blaming jthe 
(onduct of ,th^ gpyernor l^niparan, bestowed on him 
the hi^ghest commendations. Jn th^ month of April^ 
JSOi', he obtained permission to retire with the whole 
9f bis Appointments of governor of Cumana,,and waj^ 
replaced by a brigjidier of the king's troops, pqx^ 
j4jan.Man,uel djeCag/gaL I haye sufficiently knoj^ 
and followed him during his exercise of tjie office of 
king's lieutenant at Caraccas to be ab)j? .to prpgn^t^ 
cate that the inhabitants of the provioqe o^f Qu^iaofi^ 
yill l^aye reason to appl^u4 this choice. ^ 

To ;the north of the city of Cumana is ithe gulf of 
Cari^co, wWch } havic slightly described in the phapf 
ter of chorography. The .church of pivina-Pastoia 
is the pearest public building to it. 

Tl^e fiyer Mansanarea^ which sepj^ratps op the 3puth 
tl^e city from the suburbs occupied bjr the Gu^yque^ 
rif Indians, encompasses the city pn the spu|t^i zi)/^, 
west. The water of this river is the ojily water drj^nfe 
by the inliabitan ts of C^^ana, jt h^s .pf^fip Jl|e disr 
advantage of not being ^le^^ but is ^J<^op? imw^iole? 
some, 

Cum%na enjoys a b^a^t^^y a^> t|i<]ti\gl(i,?(;^rc€ly ey^r 
cool. To r^ide thc^e^one must be r^jjprieji to fuff?r 
<;oDitinual Jtueat. Yet the .^^ ,^«^*?e ^ i^M^^^y f^ 
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i;ular, and moderates, during a great part of the 
day, the fervour of the sun, although it is obliged, 
in order to arrive there, to surmount a hill, Aat lies 
on the back of the town, and extends itself along the 
whole of the eastern side of the city. A fort, placed 
on this hill^ constitutes the whole defence of Cuma* 
pa, ifidiich itself is garrisoned by only two hundred, 
and thirty regulars, and one company of artillery, 
- Religious worship has at Cumana no more than a 
single parish church, situated to the southeast of die 
city, near a fort that they have demolished. The oav 
der of St. Dominick has but one monastery, and diat 
of St. Francis another, Both have a long time felt 
the misery of the country. They now enjoy, by 
means of charity, the happy results of the encou^ 
ragement agriculture has for the l^st twelve years ws 
ceived in this province. 

The number of inhabitants in Cumana of every 
age and colour is twenty-four thousand. It is now 
four times as large as it was fifty years ago. It W 
creases with" so much the more rapidity, as tiie an-« 
cient scite of the town aflfording no further conve- 
nient room for new hous^, they have been obliged 
for some short time back to bujld on the Jeft bank of 
the river Mansan?ires, to the >vest of the village bf 
the Guayqueris, Th^se new houses are already^ suf- 
ficiently numerovis to form a village which • commu- 
nicates ^ith the city by a bridge j and the inhabi- 
tants, in 1803, erected a chui'ch for the more ccmve-s 
nierit discharge of the dutiea of religion. The first 
street tliat was laid out bears the name of Etnpar^n. 
It is a tribute which th? Inhabitants of Ctimana py 
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to the governor, who did every thing that he wa» 
able for their prosperity. 

All the houses of Cumana are low and slightly 
built. The frequent earthquakes they have experi- 
enced for these ten years have compelled them t» 
sacrifice beauty and elegance to personal safety.— 
Itie violent shocks felt in the month of December^ 
1797> threw down almost all the edifices of ston^ 
and rend^ed uninhabitable those which were left 
standing. The earthquake of November, 1799^ 
caused a variation in the needle of 45 degrees. 

According to the judicious observations of Mr. ^ 

Humboldt, Cumana is exposed to earthquakes from 
its proximity to the gulf of Cariaco, as it appears to 
have some communication with the volcanos of Cum- 
miicuta, which throw out hydrogen gas, sulphur, and 
hot sulphureous water. It is observed that the earths 
quakes take place only after rains, and that the ca» 
vcms of Cuchivano at those' periods emit dtiring the. 
night inflammable gas, which is seen to shine for the 
height of a hundred toises. It is probable that the 
decomposition of the water in burning marl that is 
full of pyrites, and which contains hydrogen par- 
ticles^ is one of the principal causes of this pheno* 
nienon. See the article Earthquake, in Chapt U. 

The population of Cumana is in*a great uieasure 
composed of white Creoles, among whom very con* 
siderable natural abilities are remvked. They are 
exceedingly attached to the soil that gave them birth. 
They generally apply themselves solely to that spe* 
cies of occupation Avhich their birth or fortune has 
3$s'gned them. Agricillture occupies some; com- 
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m^Tce, n4vi§ation> the fisheries, furnish subsistence 
to a number of others, the number of fish taken ia 
the Utkudes of Cumana allow of salting an astonish- 
ing quantity, and of making large shipments to Cajsacr 
ca3, and the other cities of these provinces, apd to 
expojrt also to thei Windward-Islands, from whence, 
they brinff Wck in return iron implements of hus^ 
bandry, provisions, and contraband gopds. The car^ 
goes are always of very little value. They are con- 
tented with moderate profits, which they increase by 
multiplying their voyages. From funds of four or 
five thousand hard dollars, which in other places 
would appear insufficient for any commercial entei?^ 
prize, five or six families in Cumajia can derive a 
maintenance. Activity and assiduity constitute the 
source, from whence the ease which rei^s there 
proceeds.. , 

The Creojes who enter into the career of letters,^ 
distinguish themselves by. their penetration, judg- 
ment, and application. There i^ not seen exactly 
the s^me vivacity of spirit that is perceived in. the 
Creole^ of Maracaibo, but those, of Cumana. are 
compensated by a larger portion of good aense and 
solidity, .. 

The retail trade and chandlery, are carried on by. 
some Catalonian^j, and a few from the Canary Islaads. 
^ Amidst the pxgductions which Cumaoa adds to 
commerce, cacao nyts, and the oil extracted from 
them, deserve to .be mentioned; li^edicinal plants, 
might also iigure a^nong the conunercial articles, if 
the inhabitants had an exact knowledge of them^ and 
were not ignorant jpf the manner in which they ought 
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tp be prepared. There is found in ^%undMce in the 
environs of Cumana^ a species of bark, called by th^ 
Spaniards tupsa. The calaguala, a plant, the root of 
which is a ^eat dissolvent, aperiative, and sudorific ; 
ti^c pissipini, a sort of emetic ; the caranapirif a sper 
cies of sage; the tuatm, a purgative more powerfuj 
than jalap. There are also a variety of aromatics, 
which perish on the satne spot where nature has pro* 
duced them. (See for the residue, the Chapter 
Commerce, to learn what Gumana carrier Qn, «d 
under what kiad of regulation.) 

Names €(f the Merchants of Oum^mtL 

Berrisbeyti^. (1^9^ Mauricio.) 
Coll. (Don Augustjn.) 
Jotosans. (Dx)n Joseph.) 
JiCrma. (Poen Joseph.) 

Cumanacoa. 

Cumanacoa, although the Spaniards sound the pe** 
Iipltii9)3 Ipog, is a Basque, or Biscayan word, signify- 
mgixj^isfrmnCumana; without doubt, because 
the £enn of ^ city of this name was drawn from the 
eky of Cum^a, and because some of these emi-r 
grants were Biscay^jtuu It is situated fourteen leagiief 
southeast of Cumanj^, in the middle of a valley joi 
the same name; its population is four thousand tw^ 
bundredpi^rsons ; the air is wholesome, and the waters 
possesfs ^ idiuretU: quality that is not often met with. 
It iv?ntj3 o|]^ ha^ Ip fS^ri^h itself from |}^ produc* 
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tions which the goodness of the land would yield if it 
was cultivated. The fruits have a flavour, a taste, and 
a firmness, which they possess but in few other places. 
The government gives to this city the name of San 
JBaltasar de los Arias ; but that of Cumanacoa has 
so prevailed that it is known by no other appellation. 

Cariaco, 

^ - This city, placed on the river of the same name ; 
bears in the official papers and tribunals that of San 
Philippo de Austria. It has a population of only six 
thousand iive hundred persons, but every one enl- 
y>loys his time so well as to banish poverty frpm it. — 
The production the mast congenial to its soil is cot- 
ton, the beauty of which surpasses that of all the cot- 
ton of Terra-Firma. This spot alone' furnishes an- 
nually more than three thousand quintals. They raise 
also a little cacao, and a small quantity of sugar, 

Hscw Barcelona. 

This city, founded in 1634, by Don Juan Urpin, is 
situated in a plain on the left bank of the river Nevc-^, 
ri, and at a league from its mouth. It has a popula- 
tion of fourteen thousand souls, a single parish chui^ch^ 
and a hospital for the Franciscans, who support the 
missions of this part. It i's neither handsomely nor 
agreeably constructed. Its unpaved streets are ex^ 
tremely muddy in rainy weather, and, in dry seasons 
covered with a dust so light that the leavSt 'breatit 
raises it m the air. The iminense quantity oJT hog^ 
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led there induce in the city a number of stinking^ 
and infectious sties^hat corrupt the air, and frequent- 
ly create diseases. The commoii council, whose 
principal duty It is to watch over the health of the in*- 
Kabitants, apathetically leave it exposed to till the ma- 
lignity of those pestilential miasmilta, in the dangers of 
vriKich it partakes itself. But I have learnt, that to- 
wards the close of the year 1803, the commandant 
of the place, Mr. Cagigal, took very sensible mea- 
sures for removing from the town an infection that 
cannot but poison its residence. 

The city of Barcelona was originally peopled from 
the inhabitants of St. Christopher of Cumanagoto, to 
which it has been in some degree, substituted. 

Cultivation is exceedingly neglected at Barcelona 
and its environs. The valleys best cultivated are 
those of Capirimal and Brigantin. There are others 
equally fertile which remain totally neglected, and 
altogether do not yield above three thousand quintals 
of cacao, and some little cotton. This part is almost 
without slaves ; they reckon but two thousand on an 
extent of surface that would employ two hundred 
thousand ; and the moiety of even these two thousand 
>re occupied in doniestic services, 

The excellent pasturage that covers the immense 
plains dependent on Barcelona, naturally induced the 
inhabitants to prefer open fields and common lands 
in which they for a long time found their account.-— 
Resides the horned cattle they sold for the consump- 
tion of the country or for exportation, they killed a 
prodigious quantity, the meat of which they salted, 
{|i)d W^ ^W^ys sold in the neighbouring islands and 
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i^lh'w and hide? formed also a v?ry iipport^t p|>iec;f^ 
pf copamerce. This resource is at the pre^nt ^ay^ 
witboijt l?eing totally destroyed, very much (jUminish^ 
fd. The rol^bers vho^ since 180 1> v^ith impunity 
^poiJ the cpmmons, have reduced these proyince^ 
to such a want pf <?attle that they can scar^ce oht^ii^ 
^ijiough for butcher's meat. I have already spqfceu 
pf these disorders, as well in the chapter on Com;- 
merce as under the article of Calaboso, in the prej>ent 
chapter. 

The population of Barcelona is half of whites, half 
pf persons of colour. The last are here as u^ele^s to 
agriculture as every where else. . Amon^ the whites^ 
Ihere is a portion of Catalonians, who are exclusively 
ec^^ed in commerce ; their sspeculajtions are dij:eqted 
^ well to prohibited as permitted articles, Their 
frequent expeditions to Trinid^ul are composed on 
their return of nothing but contraband goods, of 
y^hich Barcelona becomes the entrepot from ^hepcp 
they are afterwards, either by land or by sea, distri- 
buted through the ather provinces. They estimate 
^t four hundred thou^nd hard dollars the specie an- 
nually exported from Barcelona for this clandcsjtine 
commerce. 

Names of the Merchants of Barcelona. - 

Goyheneche. (Don Martin) 
Hardindeguy. ( Don Pedro-Joseph) 
Macia. (Don Juan-de-Dios) 
Salavary. (Don Martin) . . •- 

Simonovis. (Don Geroflimo) 
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Birctel6na is in 10 degrees 10 minutes df tibrfh lati- 
tude, ten leagues by sea from Ciimana> ))Ut th6 roads 
^rt 0b tead thit by land it is reckoned tWfentjr. 

Co7lc€ptio?i del Pdo. 

The intetbitentS of Trinidad, Ma^garetta, ahd Ca- 
rdccas, proprietors of commons in the plains in the^ 
ficinlty c^'thfeCkdnoko, to the feotrth oJT Barcfekma, 
flxei succe^i*^!^ t^eir abodeife in the centre of their 
propertWsJ ih ditier to be more at hand io feUperin*' 
tencPffiem. Tfce number of houses were found in 
1744^, s6 considerable as to honour this hamlet with 
the title of VilKge. They do not i^ckon, howcTer, 
ihore than two thousand three hundi'ed persoti^ of 
all d^scrijption's, whom the fertility of the soil enables 
ttJ'iive In east. They here enjoy goo3 air^ arid flrink 
gobd ^ater; there are no other inconveniences than 
excessive heat, and the inundation^ occasibned by 
the Ibrtg ind Heavy rains. Cilltivalibn is 'here ire- 
dtrced to the ^rbvisions of the country. Thte riches 
of the ibhabitahts consist entirely in dniitidlsi which 
they export by the Giiarapicha or by the Oronoko to 
Trinidad. 

Tifiis village, become a town, is distingilished from 
St. Johii the Baptist of Pao, situated in the province 
of Venezuela, by the title of Ctmtrepiffeyi (yf Poo, Al- 
cedo,' author of th"e dictionary of Arrieriea, reproaches 
Ae -geographer, Don Juan de fa Cruz, with having 
pkced'the city of Pao, to the south of Vklencila, as if 
tISSe was but one single city of this name. This proves 
Aat the geographer knew nothing of La Conception 
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del Pio> and that Alcfeda was ignoiam of the cxistente 
pf Pao of Venezuela, 

The city of Conception dd Pao is situated 45 
^leagues from Barcelona ; 55 from Cumana ; and nesrf 
28 leagues south-^ast of Caraccas. 

Government of the Isle of Mntgaretta. 

The island of* Margaretta, situated in 10 degrees^ 
66 minutes of north latitude, and between 66 and &t 
degrees of longitude west from the meridian of Parisy 
is famous for its fishery for pearls, from whence it 
has received its name. It is to the soudi of Terra 
Firma, and is separated from it only ty an arm of the 
sea eight leagues wide. It was discovered by Colum- 
bus in 1498, and the right of soil ceded by Charles 
V, in 1524, to Marceau Villalobos. It insensiWy 
was peopled sufficiently to excite the envy of the 
Dutch, who in 16G21mrnt the town, and destroyed 
the fort built for its defence- So fatal a blow cpuM 
not fail of checking its prosperity. The nature of itB 
soH had Condemned it to be for e^r only a Ian* 
guishing establishment. Instead of vegetative eartbr 
it is covered with a sandy surface near a foot in thicks 
ness, mixed with hollow and rotten madreportts. Cul-' 
tivation holds out no hopes. The whole of what i^ 
there 4s confined -to a few plants of cotton, andscuxie 
sugar canes that do not produce enough for even thtf 
consumption of the island. But. from its situation it 
may well excite the envy of every commercial and 
maritime power, J^ecause, separated from Terra Finna 
by a distance of only eight leagues, and to wiadwsordl 
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f>f all her provinces, it might become, under a systeni 
of free commerce, the general entrepot of Cuniahs^ 
Barceltma, Qaraccas, Guayra, and all the cities of the 
interior. The island of Trinidad, much less favoiii^ 
ably situated for the accomplishment of this objecli, 
gives, notwithstanding, to the Spanish contraband 
trade, all the aid it; requires, ai^ disposes, by this 
» means, of an inconceivable quantity of merchandize^ 
It would have no other vent than that of Guiana> if 
all the eastern part of Terra Firma fpund,. in t^e island 
of Margaretta, at hand, and without the expence of 
navigation, wbat it Ls now obliged to buy at a greater 
distance; 

To the advantages which the island of Margaretta 
pre3ents it unites others not less important. We 
have observed that it sarvea to form the charmel thjit 
separates it from Terra Firpia. This channel is not 
even navigable for the whole eight leagues of its 
width. The island of Coche> situated in the middle, 
leaves the navigator a very narrow pa&sage t^vo 
leagues from Margaretta, through which he must inr 
dispensably pass. Every vessel coining from wihd- 
w^tl, or from Europe to Cu^nana, to Barcelona, and 
even to Guayra, is obliged to run down the south 
side of Margaretta* Were this island in the power of 
the enemies of Spain all the commerce with Europe> 
all intercourse with the neighbduring islands would 
be so much the easier intwcepted, as those which 
endeavoured to avoid the channel would be taken by 
privateers, to whom Margaretta would serve as an ar-* 
senal. An ent^rising enemy would find also, in 
the situation of Margaretta, means of easily ;dir^ctiilg 
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his expeditions against any plrt rf Terra Flrma lie 
jnight wish to inv^e. 

For every reason already pointed but in Chapter 
V. article '' Armed Force;' Spain ought to hold Mar- 
|[aretta^ not on account of the dirfec^ ladvant^gW she 
might hope from it, but from the disadvantages it 
Would occasion her l)y passing utider another sove- 
reignty. It is here that we behoW f he cau^e whidi * 
has erected this island into a separate government, 
and which, in time of war^ adopts all possible mea^ 
auras to repel every aggression. 

Throughout the whole coast ©f M^^g^etta there 
are but three ports. The first and principal one is 
Pampatar, to the east south-east f the. second, called 
Pueblo de la Mar, is one league to leeward of the pre- 
teding ; the third is on the tioith si&, and therefore 
tailed Pueblo del Norte, the Village of the north. At 
-each of these ports there is a village, Che most im- 
portant of ^yhich is Pamp^tar. It is there that all the 
foitifncaticra dieiem^d requisite for Ae defence of the 
idand are pkiced. 

Therapital city is Assuttiption; built almo^ m 
the centre of the island. Theiie are three other vil- 
lages which bear tlwp names of the vallies where they 
are situated ; that is to say, the Vallies of St. John ; 
of Margaretta ; land de las EebUs, or of Oaks. The 
Whole population of the isla:)ld is fourteen thousand 
persohs, divided into flvfe thousand five hutidred 
Vhifes ; two thousand Indians ; and six' thousand fJre 
hundred slaves and freed persons. Ciriti\'ation being 
there almost nothing, we cannot speak of the industry 
©f the 4Hhabitahts. Their princi|ml tiches kn^ in 8»^ 
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the middle of the channel They are carried tm by 
the Indians of Margaretta, Who are obliged to trans- 
port themselves there and work hi the fishery during 
three months of the year Ht the moderate wages of 
one real each per dayi and bread of Indian xneal for 
^ir only sup^^ort^ Piye inditifkals of Mai^etta 
were charged in 1803 widi tihese fishnits> whidi ^^ 
ford ^iko a number of tur^^s, and an iitUiicnse qttau'^ 
tity of fishi which tii^ salt, and sdl thlxai|^out the 
continent and neighbouring islands^ 

They fabricate at Margaretta those kammoi^ of 
eottoil whose web is so much superior to Ibe hamr' 
Modks mantifactuirad HI any other fil^Ci They also 
make cotton stockings of extreme firtehtsBi but tod 
dear. to be any thing more than o1]jei^ of laxuiry aiil 
whim. The island po«9es8^ so m^y patrots and 
othef curious hii^, t^t not a vtBsel leaved the porta 
of Margaretta without having a little <^go <ni boards 
The poultry i^ed there becomes also a rftspurce &# 
the poor, who sell &eir fowls and tiirides to the fo« 
l^ign islands. 

The vigilance agaii^ smuggling t>eing 1^ active 
at Mso^gai^tta than elsewhere, they are ^nubtod td 
c«i^ it on with greater facility i but they sjVail theni« 
selves of itik tldvahtage in hardly any thing buC 
mules, whidk they import irotn Terra I'ihna on their 
«Wn account ^nd as if ^nr their oWii uM, diough they 
afterwards clatidestinely export them to foreign get*' 
tl^ents. 

Th^ island coii^ns no other eommercial iKHlBl^ef 
€oiti9e<|uenc^ thsoi that of Mancyro> brothers^ It wai 

Vox. II. t 
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in ISM, under the direction of the eldest^ Bofi VfiVi- 
ci^oMancyro. 

Government qf Maracaibo. 

: .^faracaibo, foanded by the orders of the governor!^ 
«f Venezuela, remained a loag time under their juris- 
diction. Then a new division of governors fixed one 
atM erida^ on v^hom Maracaibo depended. At lengdi 
Maraca'ibo became the capital> and gave to its district 
the title of Province. 

- Jhis government co^rers a very little extent from 
east towest^ but it atretches more than a hundred 
loqgues towards the southy where it is bounded by the 
Lingdom of Santa Fe. : . The government of Rio de b 
Hache> dependent on the govwnment of Grenada; 
bounds it oa th^ west ; tlue 3ea on the north; and the 
province of Venezuela, accx»rding to its new circum- 
jtcriptiouj on *he east. 

- The soil of the province, of Maracaibo is for a cer- 
tain distance from the capital, ungrateful. All the 
eastern b^nk of the. lake is dry, unhealthy, and Co- 
vered with prickly pears, riickears, pope's he^, and 
Ae thorny taper, where pi^oductions for commerce 
can never be raised, nor man be able to maintain 
himself. On the we^t batik, the land does not begin 
to be fertile but at moi^ than t^ventyfive leagues to 
the south of the. city. AH that Ke»to tlie south of 
the lake may contend with the best lands of South 
Americai. There wants, as in so many other parts, 
only hands to render this province flcnirishing, and 
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to furnish for annual exJ)ortation as many articlcis, ii 
two thousand vessels of three hundred tons: each 
could 16ad. 

Mdiracaihoi 

The ciiy of Maracaibo is siiuated on the left bSiik 
of the. lake df the same name, at six leagues from th6 
sea. Its location is sandy, and without the least spot 
of vegetative earth; • 

Its climate is so much the hiofe Kbt as the breezes 
thdrcJ ai*e faint, and far from regular> as the soil is not 
tvater(^ by atiy kind of* limnirig streami and rain i^ 
hot frckjuent. The he^ats are excessive, particularly 
from the nionth of Mardh to October; but the nionths 
of August arid July are irisuppbrtable; The ait 
breathed at this jperiod appears as if it h^d issliecl 
•from si furnace. The only means of preventing the 
effedts of this calcinating atmospb^f^ is to bathe iil 
the kkfe. It is in bslthihg in these \Vatera ih^ the 
inhabitants of Maracaibo temper the ardor tod acri- 
ttiony of their blood, inflamed by the action of the 
siiri. 

In spite of the extrenie ind almost cbiiiiriud lieat 
fexperienced kt Maracaibo, it is ^ healthy residence. 
There are no epidemic complaints. A m^n bnci 
seasoned to the dimate preserves hi^ h^lfh as tvell; 
arid better than in many other places, Whdrd the he&tts 
ire less intense, and the means of tefi<teshilig faiitiself 
riiore Multiplied. 

The trade winds blow th^re in general from th6 
commencement of Miarch till June or July. The 
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months of August and September are Cdlm, unless 
when they are interrupted 1^ the south mnd, which 
they denominate in the country, on account of its 
insalubrity, the destroyer*. They remark that when 
the breezes are moderate, the year is rainy ; vrhen 
violent, that they are succeeded by droughts. Ma- 
racaibo is subject to dreadful tempests. The thunder 
breaks with the most frightful explosion; the light- 
ning frequently strikes and consumes houses^ ships, 
and every tiling by which it is attracted or Hx^ it 
^neets. They do not however experience those furi- 
ous hurricanes which every year seem to threaten the 
very existence of the Antilles. All terrifying, and 
all .destructive as these tempests may be, one is there 
reduced to the necessity of wishing for them, because, 
when they foil, they are replaced by earthquakes, 
which are still more dreaded. The deluges of rain 
some of these tempests produce are so e:^cessive, that 
they form 9 torrent which traverses tlve city of Mara- 
caibo, with a rapidity that is inconceivable,, beting 
trees alone with it, and causing, in jwoportion to its 
ris^, desolation to houses and every thing it finds iq 
its course. Happily, these sorts of disasters are never 
of long duration. 

The principal part of the city is on the shore of 2( 
small gulf, one league in depth, which forms the tjike 
towards the west The oth^er part is tp the x^orti^ in 
the celebrated neck of the lake which at this pl^e is 
three leagues wide, from whence it begins to extend 
itself towards die south. They call Maracaibo Point 
that where the city begins; that where the :gulf cgm- 

.5 ViruBmj UteaHy the drt<ru^ 
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rti^nces. Point Arieta> situated almost bppositc Point 
St. Xacia. 

There are at Mar?icaibo many houses built of lime 
^ndsahd^ and with a great deal of taste; but Ivhatevcr 
measures the government may take, however ab\in- 
dant building-wood may be, however cheap tiles, how- 
ever frequent conflagrations> which ofien consume; 
whok streets, more than two-thirds of th^ inhabitants 
constantly adhere most obstinately to the opinion 
tpiat tiles render the houses destructive to the person^ 
who inhabit them, and continue in the custom of t6^ 
vering the handsomest houses with a kind of xeii, 
that grows on the borders of the lake, called by the 
Spaniards, enea. This ihixture of houses covered with 
tiles afid with reeds, ^ives to ihe city the air of a village;^ 
is disagreeable to the eye, and offers to the Voracity of 
the flames, food that keeps the city in constant dahger. 

Some give eveh a greatei* latitu<ite to this idea, zhd 
%<rith the means of building houses capable of adorn- 
ing the city, they construct them, oh the eotitrary, 
entirely 6f reeds, thatch, &e* Of tfiis last kind there 
are even more than those of whicti t have afready 
Spoken. 

As thire are neither f6untains, nor Wel|s, nor 
river, they drink no other watef than that of the lake, 
'Which in taste is not agreeable, but in quality, by no 
iiieians bid, ejtcept in the strong breezes of the monthsf 
*f March and April. They drive up the water of the 
Biz against the current, and render that of the lake so 
brackii^ as iiot to be dniik^ble. The poor can in tlijs 
case quehch their thirst only with water wlhich thej^ 
J)rocure by making excavations in the earth; but thip 
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is badly tasted^ and very far from wholesomf . Thejr 
tvoid this inconvenience by cisterns they have in 
their houses to collect the rain water. Those not 
quite so aiQluent^ have large jars destined for the sam^ 
purpose. 

They reckon in Mamcaibo^ according to the returns 
made in 180J> twenty-two thousand inhabitants; but 
the Spaniards^ who at th^t epoch arrived from the 
Spanish part of St. DomingOj from whence the go- 
vernment of the Negro, Joussaint, had made then\ 
fly, raised the population of Msqacaibo to tw^nty-^ 
four thousand person^, divided into four cliisses: the 
nobility, white planter^ slaves, and free4men. 

The noble families jt^e those who boast of having 
descended fxofn the first conquerors of the province, 
or frpm isqtne |;ovemore, or j^d^e s^dvocates*, mar* 
ried in the coi^ntry, or even from any other officer; 
for the commission, for any office wh^tsoever^ given 
by the king, is, in Spanish America, an authentic 
title of nobility. They reckon more than thirty of 
theses families. It; is mournful to observe that they 
all appeaf to have been forsaken by fortqne; ^e pro^ 
perty which they did possess has, under Icgsd pro- 
cess, disappear^, or has been destroye4 by th? Moti- 
lonian Indians before their reductipn^ There are 
very few of these primitive hpus^ ths^t now enjoy 
even an easy mediocrity, |n almost ^11, they experi-. 
cnce so much misery, that th? idea of the illustrious 
origin of their family is. th? most grateful support 

^Auditeun 4c ^frrf ; i^ G^n^va, a^di^eur is syn6niniou« 
almost tq a sheriif. In France, thpy wer^-a kind of justice o( 
the peace, with a final jurisdiction over causes not ^exceedino: 

j^'iivr^i; ■ / ■ ' *-'. "■- ■■'■^ ■ :- ■ 
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with which they are fed; for a Spani^d, once reduced 
to indigence, is so for life. The ishame of labour and 
love of indolence, makes him brave like a hero all th^ 
horrors of want. 

" The whites not noble are Europeans or Creoles. 
This is the class that lives with the greatest comfort/ 
because it is the only one that laboui^, and applies 
itself to agriculture, navigation, commew:e, the fish- 
eries, &c. 

The slaves are few; of this, the non^introduction of 
negroes into the province' is the principal, not to say 
the only cause. They calculate that their number at 
Maracaibo does not exceed five thousand. 

The freed persons there are by no nleans numerous ; 
they exercise all kinds of trades : joiners, tailors, shoe- 
makers, carpenters, masons, and smiths. 

The habit which the citizens of MaracaYbo contract 
from their infancy of sailing on the lake, whether for 
pleasure, fishing, or the transport of the articles its 
southern borders produce, give* them at a very early 
period, a taate for navigation. Soon finding in this 
place no means of indulging in the practice of it they 
repair in crowds to Porto-Cavello, Guayra, and the 
other ports, where a more active navigation serves at 
the same time to give them employment, and gratify 
their ambition. They perform with equal ability, 
coasting, or longer voyages. In those intervals when 
war suspends their commercial enterprises, they em- x 
bark on board piivateers. But whatever line they 
pursue, they never belie the reputation they possess 
of being as good soldiers as sailors. The neighbom*- 
huod of the lake, in the waters of which they exer-* 
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die themsrives m thtiir early yesm^ rmdem th^n as 
fi^eeHent swimsieis as eicpert divers. 

Those vitiQ Mfiit the attracdons of the sea, raise 
herds of cattle^ or take care of those of theur fa* 
thetB* Nothing better eviaces theur aptitude to this 
spedes of occupation thsm the immense niodber of 
beasts wilA which die Saraanas of Maracaibo are co 
vtired. The principal ones are Aose of Jobo, Ancon, 
Palmares^ and Cannades. I ought to mention^ ^t 
tiiere m lAon toertt in raidhig cattle in the Savannas 
of Maracau(bd> than in any ^ler phce in these pro- 
vinceSj bacswse having neither rivers> nor pondsthat 
never dry up, drought occasions the death of many, in 
sqpite.of the precautions they take» in cases of this sort, 
to drive them towatdd those pai^ where they can ¥f itb 
convenience vrater &em. 

But that which does more honomr to the inhabitmts 
of Maracaibe, i^ their singularly lively wit, ^eif 
ipi^ication to literature, and the progress they 
make, notvfitfastiii^ng the wretched st^te of public 
education^ among Aem. Whilst the Jesuits were 
c^rged with the instruction of youth, their schoob 
produced individuate who q»(^e Latin with an elegance 
and fluency rarely met with; possessing perfectly the 
art of curatory, and maerters of the rules of poetry} 
writing Aeir language in ^ style as remarkable f«r its 
purity a» the boldness of its ideas, and th^ order and 
perspicuity mth which they were presented; h a 
word endowed with every quaUficatien that (So^stitutes 
the man of lettiearsu The expulsion of these learned 
^receptocs took from Ae youth of Maraca^be, ^y^T} 
means of instruction^ . 
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Kisrtwidistanding the barrenness of resources which 
education finds at MaracaYbo, we there see young per^ 
sons so ikvoured l)y nature, that the slightest elemen- 
tary instruction at once developes in them all the facul* 
ties, which in £(^ope do not manifest themselves un- 
til aftaj" long study, and the care of the best teachers. 
What adds to the gingukrity of the phenomenon is> 
that this excess of natural genius frequently becomes, 
pirejudicial to the tranquility of the families of Mara- 
eaibo;- for it is enough for many of these young men, 
to know the conjugati<m and government of the verbs, 
to be qualified to write pieces, whose subtilty would 
appe^ to the kiiavkh advocate better than the pro- 
ductions of the counsel who establishes his reasons on 
the principles of the civil law. Such suits as should 
never have befen instituted> or which the tribunals 
would instantly have decided^ become interminable 
and ruinoud by the sophisms with which these scrib- 
\Att9 envelope in darkness causes the most simple 
dnd clear. This disease, vfery prevalent atMaracaibo, 
is by no means a stranger in other Spanish .territories^ 
The penal laws which the legislature has been forced 
to enact, to lessen the number of thciise imps of chi-^ 
cane, whom they call p^mto/fofo**, literally prove 
that the evil is gdneral enough. 

In allowing that the inhabitants of Maracaibo have 
^tivity, courage, and genius, we have nothing more 
to say in their fevour. They are reproached with 
having very little regard to their word, and Widi think- 
ing themselves liot bound by their signature until 

♦ Quick IFrUtn. 
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after they have in vain endeavoured to release them- 
selves from it by law. Their reputation in this re-^ 
spect is so well established, that all strangers whom 
business draws to Marac^ibo, say it is much*bctter to 
form connections of interest mth the women than 
with the men, because they al()ne have there that 
good faith and firmness which, in every other pait, i$ 
the peculiar heritage of the men. 

Since the course of description has led me to upeak 
cf the women of Maracaibo, I ought not to let it be 
imknown that they are in their youth paragons of mo- 
desty; in marriage, faithful wives and excellent mo- 
thers of families. Affection for their husbands; the 
cares of their households; and the education of their 
children, are the objects which divide all their mo- 
ments, and occupy all their solicitude. They know not, 
however, before marriage, any other amusement than 
music. Their favourite instrument is the harp. — 
There are few houses in which the harmonious sound 
of this instrument is not heard every evening, and 
every day of festival. 

The catholic worship has at Maracaibo only one 
parish churchi aided by a chapel of ease, called St. 
Juan de Dios. Of the four monasteries, and the 
same number of nunneries, mentioned by Alcedo, 
the author Dictionary of the of America, that of ^he 
Franciscans, which is well furnished, well supported, 
and well served, is the only ever known here; but 
they still venerate in the parish church, with as much 
fervour as ever, the samecrucifix, of which it is made 
. a sacred duty to relate the prodigies. 

They adcre also, dt Maracaibo, a virgin, whose ap« 
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pearance, inauguration, and mirsfcles, demand of my 
piety, the publication which I am about to make. 

This virgin bears the surname of ChiquinqnitOg 
because it was in a village of that name^ situated ixi' 
the kingdom of Santa Fe, that she made her finrt ap*' 
pearance. Her passion is to paint herself on dist^- 
douts, and in the midst of filth. In 1586 they found 
her in a farm-yard, thr^e-fourths rotten, painted on 
an old and shabby piece of linen, which one would 
^raost ipsti^tly have thro^vn away if, in the hands, of ^ 
the good wojnan Hamos, who took her by the ends of 
her fiijgers, her cololu*s had not suddenly animated 
th^msdves, and if their liveliness had not given to 
h^x figure an expression that made, them cry out a 
Tniracle, and that softens the most liardened hearts. 
They dedicated a temple to her; a fountain rose 
under the altar where she was placed. She hastened 
to pommunicate to its waters miraculous virtues, to 
which she owes , a reputation that will end only with 
the Spaniards, 

Sh^ introdjited herself into MaracaYbo under the 
same form, and in the same manner as at Chiquih^ 
quira^ and that, is the reason she has preserved its 
name, 

An old m^lattress taking one day, either from 
chance, or from necessity, the only dishcjout she had 
in the house, perceived some colours upon it. She 
$;tretched it out, and the figure of the virgin, struck 
her eyes emanating from their orbit. . She observed 
th? colours brighten^ and the picture in a twinkling 
assumed . the most dazzling brilliancy. She called 
yritnesses^ and the miracle, proved by a crowd of old 
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woiiien, bccaihc a mcred trtrth that gained the virgfer 
the lijearts and r^pect of the whole neighbourhood. 
The mulattress, the depositary of this preGtous rdicj 
exhibited it at her own house to public vtotratiou. 
A great resort to her was established^ nuclei coftM 
Hienced^ and very shortly all Maraofibo addtiKteed 
<heir Jjrayers exclusively to our lady of ChiqOim]^ira; 
This celebrity was too great/ and too rapid for thcf 
eivii and ecclesiastical authorities not to thiiik oi 
giving to diis virgin a hslbitatton more decent than 
lier own inclinations had tnade her choose. Ttie 
^roitmion council repah-ed to the mulattress to ^- 
nounce to her that they were about to place our hdji 
of Chiquinquira in th6 parish church. Neither re- 
monstrances nor teans could change this resofetion. 
All the clergy, all the lodal authorities, all the people 
irent in procession to seek the virgin and remove he^ 
W the pari^i church. Arrived at the comer of i 
street which it was tiecessary to turn, the picture ac^ 
quired a weight, that the whole power of msmkind 
cotild not move. After innumerable useless flayers, 
©nc of the assistants said, the virgin was dbubtlessi 
avei*se to g6ihg to t6c parish church, but she miight 
perhaps prefer that of St. Juan de Dios, They fol- 
lowed this inspiration, and succeeded; Thef Virgin 
^tetsnmed her natural lightness, and tliey placed heif 
in ihe ehapel of ease of St. Juan de Dios, where she 
immediately declared herself the warm protectress of 
All mariners who mi^f invoke her. One cannot ima^ 
giue that she w^ts vo^?, or that in every perilous case 
fif^y da not have recourse to her. On her part, hei? 
ieal and her power are justified by so many vessels 
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qnc'i seniles to doubt her power. 

Morsuc^akiQ is the seat of a governor who enjoys die 
s»me salary^ and exercises the s^m^ functions as the 
goverppr of Climana. Concerning the defence of the 
Qity, see. article Armed Force, in Chap. V. The 
description of its port an4 lake will be found in 
Phap. II. 

. Its latitude is 10 degrees 30 minutes north; its 
longitude 74 degrees 6 minutes we^t from the raeri-- 
4ta.]| pf Paris; its distance from Qaraix^as one Hundred 
jind forty leagues. 

Merita* 

Th«^ rity of Meiida, founded in l&5fil, by John 
Rodriguez Suarez^ uhfl^ ^ name of Santiago de 
Ijo^ C9baUer<K$, is situated in a valley three leagues 
longi and about three-quarters of ^ league wide in tt» 
broadest part. It is surrounded by three rivers, the 
first bears the name of Muci^un^ and takes its couise 
to die north, in what is called lo^ Paramasi de Con^os, 
the rabbit warrens. It flows from nordi to south, and 
ps^esby th^ eastern part of the city; the second, 
known under the name of the Albarregas,. comes from 
the norf|a-west and parses to the fouth-west of the 
^wb; the thud isf the Ch^ma; it runs from the east/ 
and 4irccts its course by the south of Merida to the 
north, until it discharge itsejf in the lake of Mara- 
c^ibo. Jt receive? the two flfst rivers at a littte dis- 
tance .froqi Merid^/ aiid from, the waters of a multi- 
Uide of othfr str^suns ^y which it is successively in- 
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€tedsedi it acquires the size of a riv^r of th* first at-* 
dcr. They cross these rivci^ on foot and oh horee-* 
back, on bridges of wood constructed with solidity 
enough to maintain at all s^asons^ a free cotnmunica-^ 
Hon. Nortd of these riveiis is navigable, on account 
of tlie raj^idity of fheii' currents and the obstacles op-^ 
posed to navigation by striights/ sOmdtim^ formed by 
rocks and at others by mountains that conffact it^ 
bed go as to create falls whidh no bbat catn pass with-- 
out evident danger of being dashed to faeces^ Ano-^ 
Aer powerful reason for not having sought to over- 
come these difficulties, is the excessiVe insaltibrity of 
that part of the lake of Maracaibo, into which the 
river Chama disembogues. It is, in fact, impossible 
to pass two hours on this spot without leaving it in a 
fever, which most frequently assumes a character' of 
malignity that inevitably conducts to the grave?. 

Their *only cultures then, are befriended by the ri- 
rers which water the environs of Merida. I ought 
to mention to the praise of the inhabitants, that their 
industry perfectly seconds the advantages of nature. 
At some distance from the city are plantations of su- 
gar, cacao and coffee, the quality of which is superior 
to tlie same commodities raised in any other part of 
the province- 
All the environs of Merida are covered with the 
provisions of the country, with fruits, pulse, such as 
3li;ii^e> beans, peas of every sort, potatos> cassada, 
wheat of the finest quality, bariey> &e. All these 
articles are consumed on the ^poty and are so abund- 
ant> that tlie poorest people have idways more food 
^an is accessary fop their subsistence^ The butchc-^ 
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tics of Merida sUpjily Varinas and Pedjfaza. -Most 
excellent meat is purchased there at a very moderate 
price- 

The climate of Merida is exceedingly Tauiable: 
they experience there every day the four seasons of 
the year. Yet the inhabitants insist, that neither tfw^ 
cold nor the heat is ever felt to a degree that can itt-^ 
convenience, and that throu^out the year either silk 
or woollen clothes may be indifferently worn; but 
they cannot deny that the variations of weather are 
so rapid and sensible as to cause frequent complaints. 
They peculiarly dread the west wind. It never blows* 
without leaving traces of its malignity. The rains are 
heavy; they fall through the whole year; Imt with, 
redoubled violence from the moA(b of March to No^ 
yember; and at all times they leave some interval of 
dry weather. 

The city of Merida is the seat of a bishop and a 
chapter. It possesses a college^ and a seminary^ 
where the ministars for the olholic worship are 
formed^ and where youth receive those prindjdes of 
education that are suitable to every station of life . 
There are masters to. teach reading, writing, and 
arithiAetic; preceptors for the lower classe8> profes- 
sors of philosophy, theology, morality, the canon and 
the civil law. All the scfaods are undear the direction 
and superintendance of a rector and vice--rector, and 
under the immediate authority of a bishop.' 

The luxury of science has made so much {H'ogresd 
at Merida, that they have resolved on. obtaining aa 
university that, should dispense with the necessity of 
goi;ig to seek doctori^l caps in tfeose of Santa. Pe or.' 
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Cataccas. They sent in 1801^ the viceHrector of die 
college, as a deputy from tfaem to the university of 
Caraccas, to solicit its approbation of the request the 
inhabitants of Merida ^vished to make to his catholic 
majesty (ot the establishment of an univend^^ bnt ia 
i^le of the talent and t>er8onal qualifications of the 
vice^fector, it was decided against the ivish of his con- 
stituents. Their request has been transmitted to liie 
king. It certainly will not be readily granted^ be- 
cause the existing system 6f the government is nof 
to multiply dib sort of establishments. But> in the 
end, it will not be surprising if peiMVefance and im- 
pcMtunity should force the government to tomply> 
against its indination. How many times does it not 
find itself reduced to the painful extremity of autho-- 
lizing, or tol&mting, what it was a part of its plan to 
hinder or prohibit. 

Independent of the cathedral, religion had attained 
at Merida houses of worriiip> the number of which i^ 
at least proportioned to that of its inhabitants. The 
<mler8 of St Dominic and of St. Augustin, have 
each a convent; that of St. Clair has also another.—' 
They csffefully keep up the church of a conv6ilt of 
Cordeliers, that has been suppressed. That <tf the^ 
hospital is striking; then comethse chapels of ease of 
Milla, Muoujun del Esp^o^ and of Unao; lastly^ that 
of Mi3ericordxa, lately erected. 

The number of the inhabitants of Mmda Miouni^ 
to eleven diousand five hundred persons, of all co-^ 
bur^ and of all cksses. That of the slaves is les» 
numerous than any other. That of the whites ha9 
been long divided into two parties; those of Storadat 
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tmd 6iiavmas> the names of the two piinctpal i&»itt« 
ders of the tity^ l^ho vowed ^ hatred against eaeii 
btho* which their descendants have preserved with so 
inuch obstinacy that it cannot be said to be even yet 
perfectly extinguished, though its explosions, hereto- 
foi-e so^quent have-not been for some jseireCre^ 
produced; Without tlm unfortunate circuxnstanci^ 
the population would this,day have been more fconi^ 
^(iderable,^ s»ld the cultivation more flourishing; 

An open disposition^ a sound imdenatanding, and &. 
love of literature, is remarked in the. whites of .Mc^ 
rida. No class there disdakts labour. Agriculture^ 
the nosing of cattle, or the ecclesiastical, states: arathe 
career of the whites. Persons of colour apply thenir 
selv^ to useful occupations which at once.prove their 
undetB^nding and industry. . They ^bricate .diflS>rent 
articles in cotton and wool, the cheapness of wMqIi 
niakes them preferred to our lin^s of Europe.r-' 
Among these fabrics are carpets of the wool of, th6 
country, one ell long by rather more than half an eU 
-wide, om^nented with flowers, and dyed oa the spot: 
with indigenous plants, whose red, green, bhie, and 
yellow are as bright and continue as lastingly lively, 
as lliose of our most famous manufactures. To h^ve 
mentioned the local industi^ of the place, is 6nou^ 
to have no occasion to say, that tiiere reign$ in ^xt 
city an ease which do^s not allow of beholding any 
poor or wretched being^i 

The latitude of Merida is 8 degrees \0 minutes 
laprth; its longitude 73 degrees 45 minutes west.--t» 
Its distance from Maracaibo is eighty league? to the 
south; from Caraccas a hundred and forty leagues 

Vol, II. t^ 
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sovAi^emtr and from Vmrm tvmity^we Ie%u#ir 
ioutfa'^ast also. 

DruxiOo. . 

Ihtve is M e^y in the province! 6f Veac^dt 
«rliidi }»; front its origin> m^e suck liquid progisst 
SB TmdUo^ in the first ixsitMxy sd its foundation it 
had edificoi that ivdnld have been dtttned splitedid in 
Europefn ctftis^ and this magnificence^ isjte^ottk of 
the applieatien o£ its inhabitants to euhnrtj drew Ak 
tbet a napber of laborious Spaniatds> and Ctatrihuted 
to angnvant its population. Every thing jumottncej 
that (his ^ity would acquire a considerAle giNowdi 
^en> in 1678^ the bncsanter Frauds Gtamont ^- 
«eved the pvovince of Venezuela ^i^ a ,h*ndfiil of 
men/ and tnrreised die whole of it with as inttch a^- 
eurity ahd Mnfidence as if he had 1 fidf midaUe antay. 
The r^snowned opulence of Truxilla determine the 
jntn^rd buccaneer to direct thither his d^j^ikting 
steps. Neither &e distance of eighty kagties frcmi 
ihe port where he disenbaifkiid^ nor tiie badness of 
,the roads he had M passy nor the hcaffs, nor the rsAm 
be had to endure^ msr the disasters wjuch the armed 
force of the country might mike him experience on 
hi)B route^ would alter his resolution. What appeared 
afn obstacle to the eyes of a man of rational bravery^ 
was but an excitement to buCcaaeeit. They dif- 
dained every action in which it wairnot niecesn^ tXf 
perform extr^rdinary things to exapt deaft, or in- 
flict it. We cannot say they were herccsy becaifse 
t)ooty. pOt glory, was the .motive, of their coun^e; 
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tut in, placing thm in tKd rank of i^obbexs. wc catniu>t> 
without injustice?, refuse thein the natae of ijlustarious. . 
Grammont yidith his men reached Trtliillo, killed or 
^ut to flight ftll its inhabitant, pillaged^ sacked and 
reduced fo ashed all the siijperb edifices of Ihi^ tity* 
The existence of thiB mips still causes the ^e to^3ad* 
den in irpntemplatijig the evidences of the past ff^ 
deur of the city, and these i^cUo^tions. of wh^t it 
would haye bfeen at this day. 

The Spaniards who escaped th^ (^slro^gip ^4 ^^- 
f)^mes> fled with their f?iiffliUes to MeHd^ w^ri?. t^ 
tear le^t the disaster shoidd be renewed> fi^ped th?«i 
for cTcr. There rcaudned ^ triixillo only tl^ qIjI 
and impotent> whom pity hM caused tq be spared> 
and the want of strength forbade to fly^ We pern 
ceive here ihd most explanatory reason for the Wod^-. 
^c pojpulation of Tntxaio. Yet ihp fl^alubiity bf riie 
air, apd the fertility af the §oil> have fuj^p^ssjiyely 
drawo there inhs^bit^ts euQUgh to m^k? theif ^^}Wit 
^ actually rtse to sev^n tli^ousand ^ h?^H 
perspii$. 

The land about it ptt^uc^ su|?fe cacao, jndigo> 
coflTee, and in geneml all the productions of the to;rT 
rid V^^ 3om6 few of t^e traiperate 2tmes. Wheat 
grows supenprly, atid its flour differs little from that 
of fiurope^ They reap it in abundance^ and it bg^ 
^omes to the cultivator ^ ^icle of commerce that 
<ompensfLte9 hi? teboms. They raise witii cojisiderr 
able assiduity, other CQmmodities!> ^dwe mys^, 
that in general, the ii^^itants of Trufillo p^^to 
public prosperity at least one part of the, tribute Q«eyy 
citizen owes. 
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' Agficulfiire is not their only occupation. Some' 
raise sheep, goats, and they observe that the niutton 
there is larger than in any other part of the province, 
and the meat much better. The cheeses iMde there 
are also preferred to those of other places. The care 
they bestow in washing and carding their wool, ena- 
bles them to febricate goodis from it, the sale of >vhich 
is always certain and profitable. 

The women, more laborious in Truxillo' than any 
where else, apply themselves in making sweetmeats, 
for'whidh they frequently receive orders beforehand, 
in order to resell them in the province, or send them 
jtbroad. This branch of industry, insignificant as it 
appears, does not fail of relieving that miserable class, 
which ill all the other cities is embarrassed By its 
own existence.' 

They- can*y the coititnercial articles of TriixiHo to 
Maracafbo by the lake, which is 35 leagues to the 
west, hut the intercourse most pursued^ is with Caro- 
ra,- wherethey send their goat and sheep-skins to be 
dressed. This intercourse, however, is not exempt 
firomi inconvenience, because it is necessary to cross 
the plains of Llonay, so unwholesome that the tra- 
veller is obliged to hasten his march not to be in- 
fected with the malignant fever the least stop is sure 
to give. 

We have just said the city of'Truxillo enjoys a 
pure air; but its water?, although clear and light, 
are impregriated with metallic particles, and occasio;i 
goitres*, which, however, are only aA inconvenience^ 
as they do not in the least affect the health. 

♦ Swellings under th% throaty "tlie hernia gutturis* 
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The spot occupied by the city is shj^it in by two 
mountains so as to give it the shape of ,a ,cofl6n. The 
parish church is constructed with very little taste; 
but it is solid and decent. It has a chapel of ease de- 
pendent upon it, which is called Calvaire. There is 
a monastery pf Franciscans, and one of Do^linicans. 
There is also a house of Dominican nuns^ which the 
kiujg with difficulty granted liberty to found. It was 
at first forbidden to continue the building, and this 
inhibition ^was not taken off in 1636 but ^t the in- 
stance and request of the bishop of Mata. Society 
has no other reproach to make to the nuijs of Truxillo 
than having renounced the 30ft pleasures of maternity. 
They all labour in their solitude, and m^ke with bark, 
a number of little delicate articles, equally curious 
and useful, ^nd which every one is eager tc purchase. 

Truxillo possesses also a hospital, dedicated to our 
lady of Chiquinquira, and a common council for the 
administration of justice and the police. 

Its latitude is 8 degrees 40 minutes north. Its dis- 
tance from Caraccas, to the north, is 105 leagues; 
from Merida, to the south, 20 leagues; from Ggaivt- 
ra, to the south-east, 30 leagues. 



Government of Varinas^—Varinas, 

It was only in 1787 that ^the city of Varinas was 
detached from the govemjgient of Maracaibo to be- 
come Itself the seat of a separate government, which 
they have formed at the expence of those of Vene- 
5?:uela and Maracaibo , . 
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The chief fcfs only the title of poKtical go\m% 
although his functions^ in the district assigned to hinii 
sire the same as those of other govembrs in the civil, 
inilitaiy^ and religious departments. He hsis ^Iso, 
like them^ a salary of four thousand ha^ dbllafs ^ 
year. The growtih which this part of the pi^vincc 
lias taken within ^ few years, and fhe ea^ with which 
it may be invaded by means of the navigable rivet; 
which empty themselves into the Qronoko, has deter- 
mined the ef^ction of thjs gbvemment; and, in order 
the better to secur^ its defence, they raised a militia 
in 1803, and gave to the city of Vafinasa garrison, con: 
sisting pf a coippany of seventy-seven mpnpi the 
regular troops of the new establishment. 

The city pf Varinas ha^ befp long known m the 
European maikets from the quality of the tobacco 
which i^ territory produces, and which prejudice^ 
rathe); than reason, has caused to be deemed superior 
to any other, when it i^ according to all report, in 
f?w:t mferjoi: to the tobacco raided elsewhere, and par- 
ticularly at Ci^manacba, hi the province of Gumana. 
Vet the prepossession is such, that every package of 
tobacco which ^yes at Amsterdam or Ha^burgil 
imder ^y other name than fhat of Varinas, sellsi 
whatever may be i^ qualify, at twenty or tyrenty-pve 
p^r cent. less. 

Experienc?e has 9Q thoroughly coriYince4 the Spa: 
iniards Aat the commerce of the north judges fix^m 
appearances, and nof frpm principl^j Aat from wbt- 
pver part of these proyinc^ tobacp comes, it is pe- 
ver sent withput this title of recommendation, ani 
fhe European purchaser, deceived as he is, sustsiin^ 
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ott that accoiiiit no loss. li is true fbat the j^ntR^ 
tions^of almost all the tobacco that is expcnted ar^ at 
Varinas^ and ^t none goes out from other placid 
but when tht cn^ exce^ the local ^onsumiKion, for 
which they reserve all tiie hest that is p)K)4HC^ 19 
the provincesr 

For some time they have remarked that the toBa6a0 . 
of Vaiinas^ is more subject to spoil than ^ny othier. 
Scarcely has itpnd^gonip the last process of preparftf 
tion, which heretofore used to preserve Jt five or si*, 
years, before a destructive worm introduces itself into 
the heart of the tobacco, corrode all the interior, 
and converts it into dust. The surface apppars but 
^{lightly injured, It is this which renders the damage 
more difficult to be perccivfed. 

The goodness of the land, and the situation of the 
country of Varin^js, nominate the pjovinct^ of Vmxi^ 
|o a contiguous part in the theatre of conamerce. — 
Sug^, coSeCf cotton^ indigo^ and in genen^ all th^ 
fruits of the torrid zoue, therp |ind a soil adapted 
lo each, and thpir quality b unrivalled. The inhabit 
tents, for a long tinte occupied in the pul^ivat^on pf 
tobacco, believed that nature had refused to the soij 
of Vvinas the virtue of affording any other produc* 
tioh. This prejiidice is entirely dissipated. They at 
tWs day cultivate, and attempt every thing. The 
ccMnmodities are transported iii a great measure by 
water to <}uiana. The shippiqg-place is upon the 
liver 9ortUgi»ese, five le^jjuiS below the city, at a 
spot c9^eA Tocunos, Therg are also within the 
jli«sdiction of Varinas very large commons, from 
whence they draw ?^ nwbw of beeves and mules 
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that are exported by die Qronc^o^ €r popsmned m 
the province, "^ 

The city enjo3rs a tolerably pure air, though the 
thermometer of Reaumur is seldom below twentyrfoiw 
degree^. They reckon fiix thousand persons. The 
%^hole of the public edifices are reduced to one parish 
church and a hospital. 

Varinas b in 7 degrees 40 minutes of north lati- 
tude^ and a hundred leagues to the south-east of Ca-? 
raccas* 



S(tn Jatftnc^ 

\i is but a little time that San Jayme has had ih^ 
character of a city, and consequently, that it hasha^ 
a common council. It has no title, either from its 
population or culture, to such a distinction. It issitu-^ 
ated at the confluence of seveml rivers which form 
but one bed to empty themselves into the Apuia, 
about a dozen leagues after their union. The city of 
iSan Jayme, thus surrounded by large rivers, has, fou 
Its defence from their annual inundation^ nodiing^ 
but a hillock of s^nd, upon which it is placed. The 
inhabitants find themselves for three mpnths of . the 
ye^r so environed by water, that they can neither re- 
turn to, nor leave their houses except in canoes^ 

The soir sandy and dry> offers to die cultivator no 
flattering prospect. The edifices x>£ the city, inchidT 
ing the church^r corre^ond exactly with, the ;feeble 
resources the inhabitants find in a soil so little bt- 
youred by nature, > ^ 
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The city of 3ft» Jayine is^i^uated in 7 degree? 50, 
minutes of nortH latitude^ and af seventy-five leagues . 
tQ the sou^ of Caraccas. 

San Fernando of Apura^ 

Bastopal nations having occasion /or m^ch ipwre- 
Ifmd than agricultural people, find themselves very 
much confined in the same space, where an equal 
number of these last would be at their ease. It is 
$olely to this cause that the city of Saft Fernando 
owes its existence. The inhabitants of Gunara hav- 
ing given to common fields a preference over cultir- 
vation> soon covered the savannas, within a certain ^ 
idistance from the city, with their llocks. In propor- 
tion as population augmented, the number of com-^ 
inoners increased also. Those who found the soil 
allotted and occupied, Avere obliged to seek at a dis- 
tance land suitable to their purposes. Their views 
vere turned towards the south, and did not fix but 
on the right bank of the river Apura, where the ex- 
cellence of the pasture completely answered their 
wishes. 

When they saw themselves sufficiently numerous 
to form a colony, they asked permission to be made 
,0^ parish independent of any othen and they obtained 
4t. The^ir ambition did not confine itself, to that; 
they did not delay soliciting for their village the ho- 
nours of a city, and, by a chance remarkable enough, 
their request was granted. 

The property of almost all the inhabitants is in 
commoo fields, and breeding farms for cattle and , 
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mxdts. ttcy cultivate very few ardcles. the clirf 
mate is hot^ but healthy; the water is excellent.-^— 
The dty, widiout being hi^e, is tolerably Well built. 
The churchy the only one there^ has neither tiie gran-? 
deur nor the architectut^ of ^ handsome edifice; it is, 
notwidistanding^ neaf^ and well kept up, Jhe popu^ 
|at|0ii is almost six thous^^d soyls. 
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pF 5PiNI5H GUIANA AND THE RiyER ORONOKO^ 



pivisiQti of Guiapa— Fir^ expedition to Qui^na — Second cxpeditibh-^Fovii^tlieJi 
cf the city of St. Thomat—The river Oronoko-rlti sources; — Its conne-^-CopiT 
munication of the Oronoko with the river of th? Amasons, by the Kio»Negro — 
Com^uotion of the course of the Oronoko — ^River Meta, tributuy to fh/t Oro» 
noko— Advantages of its navigation— Destroyed by the commerce of Cartha* 
' gena — ^.esults^-River Apum^Cattle raised on its banks-^Lf boridas ttd dan« 
gerous navigation of the Oronoko — Navigation of the mouth of the Oronoko tl(» 
St. Thomasr-The River Caroni— ^onttnuatiftn of the navigation of the Oro- 
noko— Delicious variety presented by the banks of the Oronoko — Body and 
r^id^ty of its waters— Its annoal rise— Tides — Fishes of the Oronoko— ••Amphi-' 
bious Animals«-The Cayman— Iguana — Chaquira — I^pa— Water Dog — ^Li- 
ron—- Manati— Impo||ance of Guiana— Its extent ana population — ^Lower 
Guiana— Connexions of the Caribs with the Dutch — Political relations between 
die Dut<h of Surinam and the Spaniards of Guiana— Upper Guiana^— Its cul- 
tures—Saint Thon^as^ts climate — Commerce-^Encour^gements that industrjf 
demands — ^Plan^— Bad situation of the capital — Necessity of placing it further 
from the sea— Where ^ ought to be placed — Redqction of the Caribs of Lower 
pmana— New modes df cultivatmg and pebplmg Guiana — Wi Dorado — Various 
expedition^ for its dis.9overy-«>£xpeditiof» of Ur|:i|— -Opinioo op £1 Don|d»-7? 
-jyCodem Expedition* 



vThS whole space between the river Oronoko fo 
the north and west, the Amazons to the sduth> the 
sea to the east, and the 70th degree of longitude frorii 
the meridian of Paris to the west^ ^s properly what 
^eogjraphy designates under the name of Guiana. 

Division of Guiana. 

the coast from the moiidi of the Amazons t6 thit 
pf the Oronoko^ occupying an extent of 4 hundred and 
twenty leagues, k possessed by fdurpowers. llie i*oh 
tuguesc have the southern part. They extended, Ber 
fore tfee treaty of peace with France of the 29th of 
September, 1801^ from the mouth of thp Amazons tq 
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cape $Iorth, to the eatst of the island of Carpori, By 
this treaty, the new limits of Portuguese Guiana, and 
of the French Guiana^ ^were terminated by the river 
Carapana, which discharges itself into the river Ama-> 
zons in 20 minutes of north latitude, below fort Ma^ 
capa. These limits ascend the course of the river to 
its source, from whence they take their direction tor- 
wards the great chain of mountains which divide the 
course of the waters, and follow the sinuosities of 
those mountains to the point nearest to Rio^Blanco, 
between 2 and 3 degrees of north latitude. 

AH Portuguese Guiana is then entirely on the left 
bank of the river Amazons, bounded on the north by 
the possessions of the French, to the 55th degree of 
west longitude. The Portuguese border more west 
on the Spaniards. Thp equinoctial linie ought, ac- 
cording to treaties, to be the boundary; but they have 
so encroached on the Spanish territory, that their es- 
tablishments extend thirty-two leagues to the north 
of the line; for it is at this distance th^t the isle of 
St. Joseph, and the mountain La Gloria-del-Cocui, 
.which are now deempd the limits, are situj^ted. tlie 
Spanish fort of St. Carlos, in 1 degree 55 minutes 
north, is destined to prevent any new usurpation, and 
to recover, if it be possible, the territory that is lost: 
what renders it most difficult is, that the Portuguese 
already have settlements on this very spot, which they 
would not abandon but with regret, and as they have^ 
a direct interest, in consequence of the fertility of 
the soil, and the facility of transporting their com- 
modities by the Amazons, in retaining these posse^r 
?iojis, although more than three hundred leagues. fropj 
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the siea, it is more than probable that they Will main* 
t^in themselves there, because the Spaniards having 
neither the same convenience for the transport of 
iheir products, nor the same disposition for their cul- 
tivation, will never exercise so 'much ardour in driv- 
ihg them out as the Portuguese will manifest in de^ 
fending their establishments. 

t'rench Guiana is bounded on the south by the 
river Capara, which mingles its waters with those of 
the Amazons; on the notth by the Maroni;- on the? 
east by the sea; and on the west by the Spanish pos- 
sessions. * 

Surinam, Essequibo, and Demerara, are Dutch pos- 
sessions, bounded on the east by the sea; on th^ 
south by the river Maroni; on the #orth by the Es- 
sequibb, according to treaty, but they have clandes^ 
tinely carried these limits to cape Nassau; 'and oil 
the west by Spanish Guiana* 

What remains to the Spaniards of Guiana is bound- 
ed on the east by the sea, from cape Nassau to the 
mouth of the Oronoko, distant one from the other 
about thirty leagues. Thd river Oronoko is iti 
southern limit for the distance of five hundred and 
fifty leagues from the sea; it then becomes its west* 
em boundary, because from this first point, it runs 
Back to the sooth for the space of a hundred league^ 
where it receives the water? of the Guaviari ; froitl 
Ihence' the Oronoko, directing its bed to the east, 
serves no longer for the boundary of Spanish Guian^^ 
^hich in this part is limited by the Portuguese pos- 
sessions. ^ 
- The conquest ^ of the provinces of Venezuela, ot 
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Cttmana, and of MaracaJbo, gave iod mucK cccupa*. 
fion during the first forty ycara of this enierprise, to 
tiie few Spaniards to whom it wsis entrusted, to per- 
mit them tb flunk of carrying theif arms any further^ 
Vhile the soil of the country where they were >iras so 
warmly disputed^ ihki theit* very existe&ce was for a 
long time regarded as precarious; 

The fitiit tvrifopekn who appears to h^ve attempteci 
to enter the Oronoko^ was thij lieutenant-general JqSul 
Cornejo^ He v^tured in 1531, to penetrate by the 
moiitfas of' fliis riven * He surmounted a variety of' 
obrtaqles^ but such serious ones presented them-^ 
8dves> that his vessel went to pieces on some it>€ks 
even with the water. We know that the major part 
of Ivis crew was saved> and that those unfortunate 
men escaped being the food of fishes only to become 
that of the Indians. 

First Expedition to Guiana. 

The Indians subdued and to be sutxluc^ in th^ 
province of Venezuela, incessantly related to die! 
€on<|uerors> whom they saw so greedy of gold, that 
there was to the south a country far distant abounds 
ing prodigiously in gold and silver^ These multi^ 
Jilied and uniform communications had established 
ta opinian> that in the centre of \f\^X fe at this dav 
tailed Guianit there indubitably was a qo^ntiy^pvete^ 
with gold, and on that account named JSi X]fara(f<7» (^ 
which I shall hereafter speak more particolariy. A 
similar chimera, absolute as it was> determined a solf 
4ier of Martin Proveda, chief of an expedition that 
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t^^ni in 1566 frdin Peru to niake conqui^ti^ to ^d 
elaadestinely intb Spain with the desi^ of making 
iin offer td the king of fediicing £1 DoiMo. K0 
named himsdf Don Pedro Malava de Sijva. His pro-- 
positions although extravagant were recdted. TIm 
^^ gaw him for two livess, that is, transmiasiUe to 
hi^ son> the government of' all' he might be able 49 
conquer from the Omegasy Omaguasi and Quiaaoof 
Indians, who were thought to be the inhabitants of 
this region of masny gold^ and the right of soil^ or ai| 
extent of twenty-five leagueSs square> with the Indians 
be might find there; moreover, the staff* of otguotf/^ 
or major in chancery, if amy should bc^ established 
dierev His di^atchc^ were signed the 15th May, 
1568. 

$ilva immediately began to connect himself with 
flaring associates. Six hundred Spaniards eoaiseate# 
to administer to his ^intbition. He landed with than 
on fhe island of Margar<etta, from whence^ instead of 
passing over td the continent and taking a aouA 
cburse tcr go diriectly to Guiana^ he repaired to fior<* 
burata, leaving at Margaretta the malcwtents of his 
force, who had persuaded th^nselves tliat to become 
rich il was enough cmly to breath the^ air of America. 
Arrived at Bortiutata^ he was ol4ig6d to leive there » 
part of Kis men disheartieteed by the difficultiei of the 
un^rtakingi At Valencia he experienced a new de- 
fection; this reduced hi^ body to a hmulred axi4 
forty men, with whom he took the road for Guiana, 
diat is to say, he directed his course to the south; fcr 
the want of roads left the travellers no other resource 
than the compass^ Bat the fcnt^fis it wa» uecosary 
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to penetrate, the rivers, the swamps, tl^ veAomoii^ 
insects and reptiles, the wild fruits with which they 
Were oWiged to support themselves, destroyed almost 
an his people, and compelled Silva to renounce hii^ 
lash expedition. After five months' continual strug* 
glc against every species of privation^ and the* incon- 
veniences of a country that appeared the domain of 
ferocious beasts alone, he arrived at Barquisimeto iit 
the month of March, 1570. SiKh was the result ot 
ttis unfortunate expedition^ 

Second tlxpedition^ 

' Silva, far from being discouraged by all these dif-« 
ficulties, departed for Spain, made a new recruitment 
of a hundred and seventy men, and embarked with 
Siem at St. Lucar. He made his descent in Guiana, 
iipon the coast, between the two rivers of Oronokd 
and the Amazons. It was exactly on the territory of 
Ifee Caribs, the strongest and most w^like of all the 
Indians. He had, on the cme hand, to maintain 
against these Anthropophagi, combats so repeated 
and so vfolent ; and on the other, to conteild with a 
country covered with swamps, and so unhealthy, that 
he, as well as his companions, soon became the vic- 
tims of his temerity. They all without exception 
peril^hed, and were in succession the principal dishes 
of their conquerors. This was in 1574. ) 

The bad tJuccess of these expeditions was enough 
t<y Pender them averse to making any similar attempts; 
but not sufficient to induce them to renounce Guiana, 
recommended as much by the majfisty of the river 
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vi^i ^ich it is watered^ as by the richness of the 
iiietals of which they beheved it the depomtory. 

They attCTOpted the conquest of it on a new plan. 
They substituted (Persuasion and morfdity for the- 
iforce that had not succeeded. They sent in 1576 
two Jesuits as missionaries^ who for three years 
preached the evangelists with tolerable success; they 
were obliged to suspend their apostolical labours 
and retire. History adds that the Dutch desirous of 
this possession, drove them from it. 

Foundation dfthe City of St. Thomas. . 

At length, in 1586, Anthdny Berrio founded on 
the right bank of theOronoko, and at fifty leagues^ 
from its mouth, a city under the name of St. Thomas^ 
He confined his desires to the maintaiQing himsdf in^ 
the city, leaving to time and the zeal of the mission- 
arie| the softening of the ferocity of Ii|dian man-^ 
ners, and the inspiring them with a taste for social 
life, and the establishing with them amicable and use^ 
ful connections. In truth, it was hot on the part of 
the Indians that the new city experienced much op- 
position, but on ths^t of the English, the Dutch, and 
even the French. It was for ever attacked, pillaged; 
and devastated by one or other of these three nations, 
all of wlK)m coveted this country. The Dutch parti- 
cularly, had already established with the natives a 
commerce by barter, too lucrative not to be main- 
tained^ Their efforts by land and by water were pro- 
portioned to the interest by which they wef!e actuated. 
In process of time> the Spaniards thought of fortify- 

VoL. IJ. X 
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ing it, and imagining Aat the city vrnuU be mcM ou* 
of reach of dl insult if further removed bom the sea^ 
they succesMvely carried it back, and in 1764 Aey 
transferred it to ninety leagues from the sea, and aa 
the right bank of the Oronoko. 

The Elver Oronoko* 

But before engaging in the description of SpsBiyi^ 
Ouiana^ destined hy the fertiliiy of its territory and 
jituatioti to become the centre of the commerce of 
sdl these parts, \rith which navigation &cilitates an 
intercourse, it is right to describe the famous river 
Oronoko, the first and immediate cause of all the ad- 
faintages fhturity promises to Spani^ Ouiana. I 
will not dissemble ihat this tai^ deserves so mtich tfie 
more die whole oi my attendon, as it will ftimish^ up- 
on one of the greatest rivers in ilie world, informa* 
tion that no oAcr^ author has given but imperfe|^Iy. 
iThe iti^k^curaciesf ^t I hapve ascertained* the fit^vy 
world owes to the Jesnits, the fkthers Gumillla, Coletij 
and Caulin, mis^onaries to the banks of the Oronoko, 
aodiorize me in asserthig diat they have done mor^ 
lioAow to dieir zeal than their understanding, dieir 
boldness dian their exactitude. 

I {Aiall beg leave to consider the Oronoko in iin 
double relatian, of cultivation and of oommerce. To 
accom^ish the fir^ olgect, I shall take it at its^sourd^ 
and descend Wi& it to the capital of Guiaim; for the 
eecond, I shall follow ^ ordinary method, that is to 
«iy, aftar having conducted from the interior to St 
Thomas idl the territorial riches, I shall take from the 
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mouths of the OtonoluH ^ the wank that gO thcrc^* 
in qufst of thenL ;: 

The 9oui«0s of tiie Oroboko^ an bttfr littkt l«Mt 
known by the Spaniaitfe than tbdtt oftiieNile werti 
to die Buropeans^ aind even to the .AfHcansy hdbm 
Jmm& Bnicei Tho £uher Gnttiilla> fvJKnh I- h^ve jnaC 
mentioned, doea not hesitate to pkce thorn, in tke^ 
Boap he has annexed to har Oronoko liltutraied^ td 
the sottdi^west of £|anta Fe^ Bogota; and to ^veta 
thia nvet a direct counie from 80uth«wedt to nortli^ 
east. But na sooner vf^ ih^ Ordnoko 2Mew3i/ed tor 
kn most remote parts, than the^ opinion of ifether G^ 
milla was. acknowledged to be fabe, b^cduse an op^ 
portunky presented ilielf tp ascertain thk its waters 
came ft^m the^ eiiT«pons o^ the lake-PaiPina, akoated 
to i^e Ho&^ oi th^ cap^al of Gimna. ftmie cele^ 
brated gfb^phert3> in the mHrtbcr oP whom Mr: 
9onne iiS to be found, make thenl Ifow fipoiti ^ kke. 
iteelf; and othere say they ^^prJng from the moi^ntaiiu^ 
^tuated to the north-west g^ tjiefetei^ This opinioa 
is the most believed; and most dese^e^ te^b© so. ft 
is, nevertheless, very difficult to collect information 
sufficiently positive upon this fact. The savage In- 
dians render access to the iEf>ot too dangerous; re- 
course then must be had to probabilities. 
"The mountains to the nei^West^of the like ftiri-^ 
a, arfeTcalfed, in the language of the liidiatii^, Jftrrifr- 
meko; it is^ very probable tliat Aey have; fii4:cordini; 
^to^ their custom, giiras to this <^«bfs^ed liver^ wbic^ 
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there takes its Bomce, Ae nime of these mountaiiur, 
of which the S^>aniards have made Qronoco; the 
French^ Qronoque; and die English Qronoko, &c. 
It is also equally natural^ that if the lake of Paiima 
had been die reservoir of diis grand river, they could 
net have faHed to give it that appellation which 19 
JBcewise Indian* Bu^ one thing more, no one has 
been able widi certainty to verify the fact; because 
the sav^et form to it an insurmountable obstacle. — 
Of this Mr. Humboldt had |>ositive experience in 
1800, at die time of his voyage to Rio-Negro. Ar- 
rived Mt the point where the Casiquiari branches from 
the Oronoko, he wished, himself^ to ascertain the 
real sources of this river; but he found it impossi- 
ble: he was obliged to content himself with the tes- 
timony he could collect frcmi a few Indians. 

Several rivulets, flowing from the southern bank of 
the mountains Ibirinoco, unite their waters at eight 
or ten leagues from their sources, and fonn a river^ 
which, in the course of five hundred leagues it has to 
traverse to the sea, receives the tribute of an infinity 
of strettns, to which it owes the honorable denomina- 
tion of the river, geographers, as well as the natives 
of the country, call the Qronoko. 



Course of the Oronoko. 

It is thought that the course of the Oronoko> for 
the firsft hundred leagues is from north to south : it 
]eav(es in this space, at sixty leagues from ifs left 
bwk^ the IrJie of Parima, The contiributions oC the 
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nvers that unite themselves to the Qronoko/ give it 
such an immense body^ and a current so rapid, ^Hat 
even before it flows a hundred leagues from its source 
it has as much water and stmigthas the mostconsider* 
able rivers. From die Esmeraldes to St Fernando of 
Atabapa, the Oronoko runs firom the east to the 
norths-west. It is in this place that the cand of Ca» 
^iquiari is. It forms the communication of the Qrof** 
ncko, with th^ Amazons by the Rio*Negro^ As his^ 
tory needs ^ome elucidation on this important point 
i>f geography^ {he reader must permit me a slight 
iligression. 

Commimication of the Oronoko with the Rtver ' 
Amazons hy the Rio-^Negro. 

The Spanish missionaries, since the discovery of 
the new world, the sole depositaries, of the historical 
and geographical particulars of the Oronoko, have at'- 
ways denied the communication of these two river^j 
and their testimony had so much the more weight as 
they were the only Europeans to whom it was possi- 
ble to penetrate into these places, inhsA)fted by sav»* 
g^. It is in vain that Sampson de Fer, geographer 
to hisCadiolic majes^, laid down, in 1913, tluisr com- 
tnunkation in his chart It is in vaun that Candsh 
mine assured himself, m his voyage to Periij; Astthe 
Oronc^o and the Amazons '• omimunicated with eaeh 
4>dier ; the apostles of the Oronoko^ always mainlsiined 
that this communication did not exist* 

Father Gumi& h the peri^ who ifaas: maaJIfested 
lite most tenacioti»iess in endeamuaig tpurender 
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franlent tfae{a£fe ojlinion fae had embraced. He main*- 
tBom, in fab Oranako lUusirated, in a tone of con* 
YictioD/ or Tafher of ilt-haaumrt that no one can know 
be^lor dmn iie, all tK«t rebate to the Onmoko* be*- 
toioe, hmntkg boVeHed its bankb for twenty yeais, 
with the iirtention of vnritiiig the history of it, he has 
a light 'to cDDtrtufict etery ;thing that does tiot accoti 
wdi hi» (diservaiion«, '' Neither I/' iJiys he> ^ ne» 
^^ my of the mbdonariesi^ who have paiasdl, dfid k^ 
^' do pi99B dieir lives on the banks 6f the Ortin<d;o> 
f' fciTe e^pcr seen the rivfef enter the ltio-Negro> f^ 
*' come out of it; for if there do exist a communica^ 
*^ ti<m between them^ it b necessary to know which 
^'•b AC th«\etpenee of it, iStOi % whether the }lio- 
'' Negro disdnrges its watets into ^ Oronoko, or 
^^ the Oronoko discharges into the Rio-Negro, But 
^' the, great andlo«g chain of m/ouhtains dot is found 
f' Ib^^^Xk thiese two rivets, nmkds this pretended 
.^ :Q9mihun&cal)idii iinitpbsnble, and eVery doubt on this 
/^fwiifit lidioulbus/' After soch testimotiyj which 
;i&vefy thing conciirs to Tender ifespectable, it wc^uU 
Jbe searcely |>assible still tobdiive in the conrnnmi* 
49^n of th<^ Otoiiol^ with the Rio^NegnO, and by ^ 
•wiA^ ^e Ama^ns; yet sonkte 'later gipogfaphte I^^e 
^oy«A'th^flUey are iidt the dupes of the tone of as^ 
-tftiaitde 4if FatherGuihiila, taA in spile of the pre- 
UndflA ckdii of mountain! wfcidh^ flccoUmg to him, 
-ftiq^aritefr Ike two rWeiSy they faacrd cotltibned to make 
Jthfeta comaofmitete^ it' h$ faiwerldF, possible :dt8t 
some doubt mayi notwilhstiinding^ vernal ; and, utribr 
ItllD^^«Ksiiaafaii^<ltet/tdBt^ve# tehcb to. dbsi^tfe it 
"isfiiiAintif^Jm^ iix^cte here ta 
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^pofidt the inx^* anipported Jby ]^too& itmnd which 
all o^mom ought to rally* 

Bacon fiumboldt* to vrhom the «cienc€i$ ^keady 

-ckwe so many obligflotions^ after Jhaving .traveiwd.tlw 

province of Venezuela as a natuialist, gec^prsipher/ 

and politician^ conceived^ in 18U0^ die design of 

ascending the Oronoko> and determining Its commti^ 

^nicatiim with the Rio-Ne^o. lie entfr^ the Oro- 

ncdcD by th^ river Apura^ and arrived^ after inonedible 

difficulties^ at Fort St Charles^ eont^mninous with the 

Po^biguese possessions. '' From Fort St. Charles/' 

^says that illustrious philosopher^ in one of his letters 

to the captain-general of Caraccas, dated the S3d of 

Atignst, 1800, '^ we have returned to Guiana, by the 

^' Cft^quiarii a very large branch of the Oropokorand 

< '^ which foims its communication with the Rio*^Ne^ 

/' gro4 : ;The force of the current, the immense ^i^e 

^^^f the gnats and emmets, and the want of pppub- 

/' tion, vender this navigation fatiguing aud danger- 

^' qm. We entered the Oronoko by the Casfiqubt^ 

^ at thietaad a half degrees; we ascended^ the Olt)* 

: ^' noko as far as the EsmeraUes, the last estsd^Uili* 

^r ment of the Spaniards," &c. There x:ertain|y 

..wmte nothing more to enable the ^ommuniea^on of 

the OronAito to pass henceforth (as. a ieertain fiictj 

\which madnesas alone can have a right to dispute^*- 

i'shall now nrtmne my description. 

-CbnthmoHon qf ihe C^uvst ^theOr^wkv* 

. l^heOrimoko, from its source to the Atures, tra- 
.Tososa territofy ^wWckit fertiUzw to »o Jd»d of pwr^ 
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pese. Occupied ghpost entirely by wn^ Ih/S^asmg 
whose reduction will probably be for some ages un- 
acoHnpliflhed^ and situated at so great a distance frosQi 
the $ea, it wi}l for a long time be absmdoned to sinH 
pie nature. 

Before arriving at the Atures^ the Orohoko directs 
its course to the norths as far as the moutii of the 
riv^r Meta^ from whence it inclines to the nwth-eas^ 
to take^ at lengdi^ an eastern direction^ which it main- 
tains quite to the/isea. 

What they call los Saltos de Atures, are catai^acts 
formed by rocks, which in vain dispute the passage 
of the Oronoko, whose force, augmented by the 
rivers Guavito and Vichada, which it has just before 
received, immediately becomes sufficiently large to 
brave every obstacle that can be opposed to it~ 
-Scarcely does it touch the resistance made>to it/ than 
it becomes agitated, rises up, and not being able to 
level a barrier nature has rendered ind^tructible. It 
bounds over it with a terr^c noise, depositing on 
the very place of -the shock, a foam of extreme white* 
ness, as a proof ^f its rage. No vessel, great or 
small, ca(h pacis these cataracts. The navigator has 
fib other resource, whether he ascend or descend 
the river, than to take his canoe on shore, and carry 
or drag it to -the point where 4ang^ no longer existSL 

Jjnmediately after the cataracts of Atures, the Oro- 
noko receives from the east the river Abacuna, and 
from the west th^ Bichao. Tht uncultivated «(huk 
triei^ they run through render the description of them 
little interesting. It is ^e Bathe with the riven 
Cbirtrtia and Mefeya. Jbe ohe tiiat werito |;rcar 
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^co&sidaraition is the river Meta; it blends itsvmteiir 
with those of the Oronoko at thirty leagues below 
the cataracts of Atures, and at a hundred and twenty- 
five leagues from St. Thomas of Guiana. 

The river Meta, tributary of the Oronoko. 

Nature seems to have destined the river Meta to 
form vast commercial relations between the whole 
. eastern part of the kingdom of Santa Fe and Spani^ 
Cruiana. It takd» its source at a hundred and fifty 
leagues south-west of its mouth, in the Oronoko.-^ 
A number of the rivers of the kingdom of Santa Fc 
increase its waters. It is navigable to Macuco n^u- 
the plains of the sepjffate government of Santiago dc 
losAtalayas, within forty leagues of the capital of the 
kingdom. Its banks are still a wilden^ss, or inha- 
bited by the Guahivos Indians^ who have an aversdcm 
equally decided against social life and labour. Th^ 
jire wild without being ferocious. As little qualified 
to attack as, to defend themselves, they preserve their 
; independence only by flight. The traveller m^ then 
traverse their country without any risk. Seventy- 
Ave leagues before the entry of the Meta into the 
{h'onoko^ the river Casanara gives it its waters.-*- 
Jhey are ^emselves, in great part, the tribute of 
ftther jjivers. Proud of this acquisition, the Meta 
^lently and majestically carries its waters to the Qr^ 
Si6ko, She distinguishes herself from ;the olher 
«trauns diat lose their names and their waters in diat 
riv^, by the silence with which she entersr it. It 
:i)i^y be said that she is the only o&e that introdHces 
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Atndf mt6 the QroiidLo ; all the othcra pwrtpiirtp 
vlfaeHisQiveB into it . ^ 

Advantages ttf Us NMigation. 

The TVfetH Meta and Casanara , are navigabte with 
sloops throughout the year. In the sunimer, that is 
ftp my, in the dry si^ason^ there are contimfed and 
^rssh breezes. In ibe winter, calms a^d a strong 
•curr^t. They. then keep nearer in with the Aon; 
ihey proceed more slowly^ but to the full as certadnly 
-as with the most £ivcilirable winds. These two tfhrets 
hecft fiats^ on Whidi the vessels frequently strike; but 
Acy get them dff without any injiuy> waA alm^t 
Widiout any trduble^ becaui^e theyiare all sand. 

The immensity and richness of the country thf^gh 

which the Meta tuns, the great itumber of rivers thM 

'Unite themselves widi it, are -so miuiy means which 

PitoVidence offism to the inhabitants of the edstevn 

':part of Santa Ye, adnmts^geouily atid conveniently %> 

"get rid of thehr commoditiM; and to Spani£^ Guiana 

to augnient its >coftmierbe wift all the produetioBS 

transportable by the river Meta. This ord^r df things 

^is so natural ^nd ^so faVdtn^bte to the two pto^inttB, 

4hat during tiie HttJe time this int«r«btirse ^isteiS^ 

cultivation on tbe lu^pemiMt banks df the Meta and 

-Caiianara wasiseop to take a Very sensable igfi[>wA$ 

.(inid'^ commerce efOiiiana to acquirer eotisiit- 

■:ttmc tkit oarri^ ^this pitivince by luge IttrideiEi to* 

- iWayds ifflidsp ari ty ; ibnt^ will it be belieted, Itat the 

jindnstvy df^^^tflMh ttesvprevious wt»*ooiirse was the 

dlbiiii> ititteMlit)f beh9lg^tote(»ed:)»yithe^gwefni^ 

4 
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im, <Mi the cbntAiyf been paialjrsed by 4*^ ^rdei% 
on the simple reipresentiMion of the merchants of 
Cai^luigena? Nothing* howeve):^ is more true ! 

Destroifed by the Merchants qf Carthagena. 

The city of Carthagena, whose cupidity led it to^ 
believe that it had an exclusive right on the commep» 
cial articles of the kingdom of Santa Fe, was no 
sooner informed of this new vent that the inhabitants 
in the vicinage of the Meta and Casanara gave to the 
products of their activity, than she raised the greatest 
outcry on the violation of what she called her rights. 
It was represented that the city of Carthagena was 
lost, and that the revenue of its custom-house would 
be annihilated if the law did not put a check to the 
communication which reciprocal interest had opened 
between the inhabitants of the eastern part of Santa 
Fe and Guiana, The minister, confounding declama<* 
tion with reason, and the croaking of particular in- 
terest with the voice of general benefit, ordered, that 
from thenceforth they should carry from the kingdom 
of Santa Fe by the river Meta to Guiana, no other 
territorial productions than flour, and some coan»p 
cottons fabricated in those regions, and that th^ 
should take back nothing but money. This tneasure 
was a thunderbolt to these two provinces. Commerce 
was reduced to almost nothing, and public misery 
resumed the empire she was about to lose» 

, Jiesults^ 
VTfr^'m to l^ieve that the '{»iiini«i>^«r^CfiHIifr' 
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gena gained any thing by thvr> we slibuld deceive cur* 
fielves. The aiItivJitor> divested of the motives that 
had made him quit his inactivity^ found it more easy 
to recline in his hammoc^ and to struggle^ as before, 
against privations, than to fatigue himself to procure 
commodities^ the length and expence of transporting 
which to Carthagena would absorb all their whole 
worth, and sometimes more. Thus the productions 
and the commerce they fed, were lost for ever. It 
seems to me, that I might defy the most subtle man 
to prove that the gain of the tr^e of Carthagena has 
not been equally prejudicial to the revenue, to cul- 
tivation, to Guiana, to the commerce of the mother 
country, and to public prosperity. 

The inhabitants of Guiana proposed (o themselves, 
in 1804, to communicate to the King that this disas- 
trous regulation had been a surprise on his goodness. 
If they take care to annex to their memorial a map 
of the country, the text alone of their request will 
suffice to insure it success. 

At this day, they no longer carry to iGfuiana, by the 
river Meta, any thing but hammocs, mourning veils, 
coverlids, and other coarse articles in cotton, flour, 
and a little sugar, without being in sufficient quantity 
to export the least particle. The agents in this 
mournful commerce are paid in money, which they 
have not permission to employ even in the iron im- 
plements of husbandry. Let us return to the Orono- 
ko, now enriched with the waters of the Meta. Thir- 
ty leagues lower^ the Sinaruco empties itself into this 
river from the west, after having traversed about fifty 
Ica^irs JtejHigh ^ eeunti^j ^ ^ichno one deiogMuis 
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tke prodtictions. Only fifteen leagues tnore^ ^md^f» 
shall enjoy the sight which the entry of die Apuia 
into the Oronoko affords. 

The river Apura. 

The river Apura takes its source in the moumain:^ 
neighbouring to St. Christopher, a depend^icji^ of the 
kingdom of Santa Fe. It has a course of one hundred 
and seventy leagues, of which forty is from the north . 
to the south-west, and the rest from the west to the 
^ast ; then it directs itself to the south to meet the 
Oronoko. It is navigable more than sixty leagues^* 
and in its course augments the body of its watens by 
those of an infinity of other rivers, some of which are 
equally navigable, and so much the more useful, that 
^fter having watered a great part of the province of 
Venezuela, they serve for the transport of those very 
articles that owe their existence to them. These rivers . 
are, Tinaco, St Charles, Cojeda, Agoablanca, Aca- 
rigoa, Ara, Yamo, Hospina, Maria, the Portuguese, 
Guan^ra, Tucupido, Bocono, Masparo, the Yuca, 
St. Domingo, Paguey, Tisnados, &c. They succes- 
sively blend their waters in the immense plains of 
Venezuela. They almost all unite above San Jayme, 
and form a large body of water, which, at twelve 
leagues below, throws itself into the Apura^ at the 
distance of twenty leagues to the north of the Orono* ; 
k6. This quantity of water, not capable of being 
contained in the bed of the Apura, is fwred to divide 
itself into many branches, and to enter the Oronoko 
by a number of mouths. That, howev^, does not 
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pfeventitt entering it mA a pride that gives it its 
importance. The Apura has rather the ahr of coming 
to dispute with the Oronoko its precedaM:e, dian of 
paying tribute to it. It seems averse to mingling its 
waters with those, of that river, into which it precipi- 
tates itself with a terrifying impetuosity. The shock 
IS so violent, that the agitation is felt to die very 
middle of the river, and even at that distance, At: 
swell, the eddies, and the whirlpools, put the mmr 
gsitor in danger. 

From the mouth of die Apura, the Oronoko is 
lH>wded on the north by die province of Venezuelar 
then b^ that of Cumana qiiite to the sea. 

The Cattle raised on its Banks. 

Upon the banks of the Apura and the other rivets, 
whose names it takes away in taking their wat^ 
diere are numberless commons, the animals of wUdf 
a^e very much esteemed. They are composed of 
beeves, horses, and mules, but principally of thds^ 
last Thdr natmal exportation is by Guiana, on ac- 
count of the advantage the country affords of giving 
diem the same fieed to the very mouth of the Orotioko. 
All that portion of Venezuela which at the present 
^y forms the new province of Varinas, and all the 
southern part of the province ^f Venezuela itself, 2m 
invited, by the fixility of transportation, to send tlieir 
commodities to Guiana, instead of cairying on die 
backs of mules to Caiaccas' or Porto^Cavello, their 
coffee, their ootton, and their indigo, and travelHtig 
m fauBsbred leagues on roads almost impassable, aod 
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intersected by men Aat freqaentJy oveuflow thrirr 
banks« The intercourse between the province oft 
Varinasi and that of Guiana^ is not so much pur^ied: 
as the nature of things would seem to point OJUt, be^ 
cause the city of St. Thomas having hardly any cash^ 
and scarcely ever any vessels from- Europe, th^ colli* 
vator still finds, in tiie price for his articles at th# 
ports of Venezuela, the focus of the comnierce of the 
mother country, a compensation for the expence and 
difficulties inseparable from the long and laborious 
journey to Caraccas and Porto-Cavello, 

From the junction of the river Apura with die Oro- 
noko, to St. Thomas, is reckoned eighty leagues. In 
an thb space no other rivers of consequence «sipty 
themselvel into the Oronoko than those of Caura and 
Caucs^na: it is tnie, that Itom its soutx:e it receive 
almost all its rivers by the left bank; and after the 
Apura it receives others, that for the future assiure to 
GuiMia, aH the commerce of the southern plains. 

The navigation of all the upper part of the Oronoko 
is far frote being as easy and certain as the magn^ 
tude of the rivtt* might induce us to suppose; int«w 
spersed with islands that obstruct its clwine], and 
which throw the bed of it sometimes on the right 
bank, sometimes on the left, filled with rocks of 
every site and of every height, some of which ar6 
eomequently on a level with the water, and some at 
a depth more or less disquieting accoiding to the 
season ; subject to direadful gusts of wind, the Oro^ 
noko permits kself to be navigated only by good 
pilots, aod vessels of a peculiar construction, and 6f 
-a certain size« All this relates only to the navigattfoH 
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that is commenced at the port of Guiana to ascend 
the Oronoko> or at the mouth of the Meta, to descend ' 
to the capital ; for it appears to me to be a part of my 
task to tender further details on the navigation of the 
mouths of the Oronoko as far as to St. Thomas^ than 
I have given of that of the interior^ inasmuch as this 
fe less brisks and more familiar to those whp are in- 
terested in perfcurming it 

Mouths qfthe Oronoko. 

The Oronoko, at nearly forty leagues from the sea, 
fbrmsj like the Nile, a kind of fan, strewed over with 
a multitude of little islands, that divide it into a num« 
ber of branches and channels, and force it t<»discharge 
itself^ through this labyrinth into the sea, by an infi- 
nity of mouths situated to the north and the south, 
occupying an extent of more than sixty leagues.— 
These islands 'multiply themselves on the coast in 
such a manner that the mouths of the Oronoko are 
very mumerous, while those that are navigable are/ 
very few. They reckon about fifty mouths, and only 
seven capable of receiving vessels, provided they be 
of a large burthen. The ventUroife navigator, wiio 
should enter the Oronoko by a mouth not navigable, 
would pay dear for his imprudence; he would either 
b6 shipwrecked, or lost in the innumerable channels 
£^rmed in every direction by the Garaunos islands, 
or perish by hunger, or fall a prey to the savage In- 
dians who inhabit those very isles, among whom he 
would find but a very disagrees^ble, perhaps a fatal 
hospitality* 
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\ff,€ ma}f J¥4g^ 9t t^ caie and skUl ^wV^k Ae xnrvi- 
C»tWn c£ the Qroi^Qk^ requires a| its mpiidb hy what 
^i|y h^pffen^ to the Qoai^nps Ii^dians thea^gdves^ 
Sgim wpcmg ^# ^^o^ths of th^ (i^o^oko^ living oaly 
by a fisfai^ry ^hat ohIigeB them incesfiaotlj to nayigatf 
i^ tba opi^iun^ and inkts of the khiodg they exclu<» 
sively ppfiieig and inhabit^ they ou^t always to know 
exactly where they are; yet these reiy men, amphi^ 
Imus^ as one. may say> frequently Iqs^ thmsehes^ 
0^4 V!^ QQi^pelled to seek for the ciurrent, that diey 
may let it carry themr to ijea^ im cnder to enter, after 
diacoivenqg where they are, by the channd that i9 
addled for their return. I say seek for the curre^^ 
0^4 thl» would seem a par^do^, did I not appnse thit 
reader Jhaf there is ac^itain akill necessary to dd$r 
coyer it/ whidi the Ii>dians alonQ, in a kind of pre- 
f n^nence possess. Thes^ channels, formed by that 
ioimens^ty of i^es, are so numerous, a^d have such 
various directions, that for Aemost part, no qurrent 
ig ^ b^ perceived; in others, the eddi&si and winds 
es^ta^ish feke currents, which carry you up, ipstead 
pi down the river. The use. of the qompass, itself^ 
does not always, when you are once lost, secure you 
from wandering for several days among the Goawiu- 
m9a isl^pdst, apd, in conae^quence, making a qir^uit 
iqund them, from reiturning to the very point from 
whf n<fe you set out, believing the y^lfifde, tim€^ tha< 
you ar;^ either ascendipg or descending. 

All these circumst^ces evince th$ necessity thqr^ 
i^afclwvui^ a good pilot on bo^rdi in order ^ther t9 

enter or go out of die Oronoko. 

. Vou II. X 



Digitized by 



Google 



32S 

The fint of tbeseireti navigable ihoutfas h at twelve 
leagues to the south of the embouchui^ of the rihref 
Guarapicha^ iu the province of Cumana. k 19 ofte dF 
tfiose rivers that discharge theirivaters into the C^ph 
t>f Paria. They call this mouth the Grand Manama^ 
to distinguish it from the little Marmmo, which c^ome^ 
almost to the sea in the same channeL and is perfiecdy: 
navigable> but only with smaH vessels. 

The second mouth is at two leagues to the sou^^ 
east of the preceding. It is called the channel of /V-- 
dernaiesj, and comes from the east of the island Gua* 
risipa. It throws itself into the sea three leagues siMidK 
west of the isle of Soldiers^ situated at the soutbertf* 
entrance of the gulph of Paria. This channd is na^ 
*^gable only by canoes^ or at most, small craft. 

The third mouth is that denominated Capara; it i^ 
a branch of the diannel of Pedemales> from which it 
separates itself at seven or eight leagues from the 
sea. Its embouchiure is the most southern part of the 
gulf ofParia^ eight leagues more south than diat part 
of Pedemales. The navigation can but seldom be 
carried <pi by Ae Capura, except in canoes or smdl 
craff. 

The name of the fourth mouth is Macareo; it dfe- 
charges itself into the sea six leagues to the south of 
that of Capura. It serves for the communication' of 
Guiana with Trinidad, and every thing concurs to ex^ 
chisdvely assure it this advantage. It is navigable for 
schooners and brigs; its channel is extremely cle^ 
and straight; its source opposite the point and river 
JErin. of Trinidad. - 

The fifth mouth is little frequented; jfiist beeause 



Digiti 



izedbyGoOgle" 



3as 

It does not oflfer very easy navigation; next because 
it lias on its bank savage Indians more ferbcious ibaa 
the Goanauros, whom there is more inducement to^ 
avoid than to seek. This nation of Indians is called' 
Mariusas, and gives its name to the fifth embouchure 
of die Qronoko. It is at twelve leagues^ and in the 
9i08t southern part> from the fourth, JBetween the 
mouth of Mariusas and the sixths there are a number 
df inlets from the sea^ which it is practicable to go up 
with the tides and inundations. 

Eight teagues to the south of the Mariusas is found 
tSxe sixth navigable mouth of the Oronoko. It is a 
branch of the Mariusas that issues from the great bed 
of tibe Oronoko. This mouth is rarely entered, as a 
practice of many years gives no encouragement of 
conquering its difficulties. 

At lengths eight leagues more to the souths is what 
they call the great mouth of the Oronoko. It is> ac« 
cording to the order I have observed, the seventh. 
It bears the name of the '^ Ship's Mouth," because 
it is the only one by which vessels of two or thr^ 
hundrM tons can enter. Its width is six leagues, but 
it wants a great deal of being of an equal depth. 

It is time that we should enter the Oronoko^ zxA 
make all those remarks which can throw a light on 
the navigation of this magnificent river. We shall 
give the preference to the Ship's Mouthy because it 
h generally by this^ that ^ vessels which trade witii 
Ouiana ascend or descends 
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Navtgatfon of the Mouth pf iftc Otdmk&t to 8t 
Thomas. 

this cttfrirfice of the Oronoko i« fermed hy the 
poiht of Biritna to tlie ^outfesouth-e^, sktiated hi 
eight degrees forty-five tninutes of north latitude^ arid 
"the islfe of Cangfejos to the north-west of the pbiift. 
it is nfear ten leagues from one point to the other; 
but the navigable chantiel is not quite three leaguie^ 
vide. Its depth oh thfe bar, which is a Kttic more 
advanced into the sea tftaii point fearima, has seven- 
teen feet at low water. 

As soon as the bar is passed, there are four t* Ave 
fathoms on the sid^ of the island of Cangrejos, whife 
on that of Barima there is not more tila© otre land a 
balf. The ^oals 6f Cangrejos streteh seven leagues 
into the sea. Those of point fiarima do hot fexttnd 
more than two leagueiS. 

ISTear a league from point Barima thete is a river 
bf the same name that discharges itself into thfe Oro- 
fioko. It is entered by a liarrow channel one fatliom 
and a half deep, that runs north-west. On the same 
pduth bank of the Oronoko> and at two leagues above 
Ihe river fearima, is seen thfe mouth of the'riVer Ama- 
*ruco, which traverses a large part of the most e^terti 
position of Guiana, occupied by the missions of t|le 
'Catafcuian Capuchins. J^oops fnay with ease navi- 
gate this river for ten or twelve lek^^s 'inland. It 
is to the south of the island, and of the point of Can- 
^rejos, that forms, as we have just said, the north side 
of the Ship's Mouth, 
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^ yhree leagues above the i3land of C^igr^jps, is 
met tTie island pf Arenas, small, and of a sandy soil. 
ft is covered with twelve or fifteen feet of water in 
high tides. On its southern part, it has a channel 
which from the sand of which it is formed is rendered 
very uncertain. One does not ascend' half a league 
Jjefore one finds one*s self between the two points 
Inat th^' Spaniar<|s call Gprdas, (Big). . That on the 
north side has a flat, which runs out a little, but not 
enough to inconvenitince the navigation. 

In running alon^ the south bank of the Oronoko, 
at eight leagues above Barima, is seen the river Asdr 
tura^. It has its source on the southern ba»k of the 
hills of Itamaca^ and bounds the savannas of the mis- 
sions. Its mouth is very narrow, but that does not 
hinder it from being navigable about ten leagues. 
It cpmmunicates by different arms with the Amaruco^ 
to the east, and the river Aguirra to the west. On 
its banks are found a great deal of wood for building 
and cabinet work, and opposite its embouchure some 
little islands that bear its name. On the side oppo- 
site the Oronoko, that is to say, on the north b^kji is 
the channel that they name the Cocuina. It dis- 
charges itself into the sea. 

At the distance of eleven leagues above Barima is 
the isle of Pag^iyos, in the middle of the Oronokq^^ 
i)ut rather neatrer to its rijght bank; its soil is a white 
in\id, covered with joiiers. It is overflowed by the 
tides abovt eleveft feet. . tt is remarked thftt it wa? 
form^ly m^ch J^ci;, and that it diminishes sensibly. 
, Np sooner is the^ island of P^£;^yos passed th^p 
JMt of J^n€Q& is ]|^et mth. It is the vnast eastern of 
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the ehain of die isles of Itamaca which pceupy in die 
^Xx>noko ^ space of ^ight leagues. They divide ^ 
river into two branches; that on the south is calM 
the branch of the tt^maca; that on the nordi, of 
2acoopana. They are both navigable, but that on 
the south, though much wider, has m^h less water^ 
tt is by this last large vessels at all times of tb^ yeii 
{MUSS, Exactitude of description demands tlmf we 
should begin to ascend the arm of Itamaca as fiu* as 
the wes|t pojnt of th^ chain of islands, and that we 
should then do as much by the branch of Zacoo|iana« 

The island of Junpos .forms with the point Barima 
Zanicai which advances on the right bank of the Oro^ 
fiokoj the eastern entrance of the Itamaca branch, 
which is nine hundred toises wide. At this same 
|)oint Barima Zanica there separates a channel, called 
Carapo. It runs inland, ^nd unites itself on the back 
of the hills of Itamaca to the river Aratura. 

In ascending a little more we find the mouth of the 
river Aguirra. It rises in the territory of the mksio^ 
pt t}ie Catalonian Capuchins, an4 descends by die 
bills of Itamaca. Its waters appear black in the hed 
of the river, but they are very clear in a glass or othar 
vessel. Its embouchure is very wide; it has a depth: 
of three fathoms at the distance of ten or twrfyc* 
Idgues from the Qronoko. Its navigation becomes' 
worse than it was; for heretofore schooners and brigs: 
catered it; ^t present a vessel larger than. a diaUop' 
would have much diflRculty in navigating it — 
Very slight jureparations- would doubtless suffice to 
render it aaii^vigable as it could <ver have been. Ik 
^m& ottly that intetest should command dieib; r bitt- 
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nnvigiitioii is entirely confined to thqse who go in 
cJEuest of the timber on its banks. The trees through 
iiiiqh it passes are so lofty^ that they render the use 
of :^ub impo^bIe« It is navigated only with the 
tide^ 

*- Let us continue our route> and we shall see at two 
leagues from the mouth of the river Aguirra, and in* 
die middle of the Oronoko> the little island of Vena** 
io, which we leave on our right. It does not furnish 
maimer for one observation. We shall keep^ conse^ 
<|uaa%,: near the soudi bank of the Oronoko, to ex* 
amines eight leagues above the Aguirra^ the channel 
pf Carazina. It issues from the Oronoko^ runs by 
tbe backs of the mountainsj from thence turns to the 
sputh^ast^ so as to form with a part of the south side 
of the tiYer» an island in which the Goaraunos Indians 
have established 4 hamlet dependent on the Captaincy 
of the Indian Gemericabe* This channel has a good 
deal of water at its entrance^ but the point of the 
cfaain^^of the hamaca hilk contracts and obstructs it so 
^kttch for ^ half a league^ that it is almost useless fo^ 
navigation. It is subdivided to almost infinity^ sin4 
by this means it could be of grea^ ben^t to agricul^ 
tore. The counftry it runs through in various direo- 
tkms has th^ advmitage of being sufficiently elevated 
iipt: to fear inundations. A continual verdure is there 
bdieH an iinequivoc^ symptom of fertility. The* 
Spaaian^ little entliusiastic in the vegetable king«« 
ckmi^ have for the soil, that the. rami^cat^naof^^ 
dianneiof Carttzinaiitigate, asentioKml c^predilec- 
tion that haslal^^duc^d lliemto conceive the pro^ 
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founding viliag«3 ther^ and plaebig bett^riM'fw the 
defence of the Oit)noko. 

What tb^ smith side of the OiwidDo dfeis nmaak^ 
Mt, after tibe chan^ of Caruzim, is the nytr Itir 
maca. Let us repair to it, recoUiecting that vre vc 
alirays rannikig along Hue ndes of ilamaai> yrhidi eon? 
tinue on our nortii. The vaiOfxA of tiie Itamict is 
Btrrow^ but deep. It eaiiries from sixieeii |o d ^g^i ieeii 
^et of liater. Oppomte this mouth, the Ofonok0fa9% 
|inder water^ a bank that siMtobes iHelf ouiv and 
tcrosses even all the arm of Itamaca, excepting a. very 
nanW pasdagei idiich requires from the navigator 
0(mit CQfUtioii, especiaHy at low ivatef ^ The ftamaca, 
six leagues from its embouehare di\id#s itself ii^ 
tm6 branches; the first goes to the wost^ and enters 
the valleys out of which rises the mountain; the 
dthei* goes to the Savanna^ near the mission of Palo^ 
it^ar. 8dbooners and boats can ascejid the river to 
Ae very place v^ere it branches dIR 

From the river Itamaca^ we have bi^ two leagues 
to go to arrive at the west point of A&Itamaca island; 
l^t is to say^ to have traversed the whole brandi of 
thM name. The arm* of Zscoopona being eqisilty en*^ 
titled to description, I re-de$cend the rivet Oronoko^ 
ib the point where the two brancbos Wrxmhe, »d | 
^ti re-ascend by going roiind d|t isle of Juncoe^ 2»i 
leaving it on my left. 

- I^n!ib theeM^ntof tfteislttof JifndMthere^mil^ 
§mt a flat which strttchts to. the Bottb, zM leairei^ fot 
natljgati^ tAlf a tery aan^Kw chaone)^ ixk tietp ve^? 
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Milk So ptmifkgi ought |ok^peV)9j^ m 'lyilh'tlio JWft^ 
side. *'*,.•:?. 

Withia the east point of the island (^ J[uiico9|, is th^ 
bknd of Fences, which has very lately disappearedT; 
It formed two channels^ that ontht south w^^.^kpos^ 
choaked up by the saiids; that on the norths thoi^lr 
airraw, afforded a pas^ge, though mth con&24erable 
difflcuhy to vessel. If th«y did not ^ouqd, thej^ 
otfitoa to^cbed. This island, smpll and sandy» y^^ 
seen in the tides and rise of theOronoko. No farth-^ 
quake, no extraordinary inundatiou has occasioned its 
iiinp{»arancc. 

Four leagues above the point where the isle' of Pe^ 
ncos was, is seen the island of Hogs, which we leave 
t0; the riglit because it inclines to the north. The 
Qavigahle channel is oh tlie south. It has, howevsr^ 
between it and the land, a narrow channel through 
widely small vessels are able to pass. 

A le^^e to the west of the isle of H(^ is seen on 
Ae north bank of the Oronoko the ch^ndi of Lau- 
ieot fram the embouchure of which runs a flat that 
occupies half die channel of Z^u^oop^iX^. The chan- 
nd of Laurent has a mouth tluit gives it the appear- 
ance of a large river, but at a vety little dji^tallce to 
tkt north it forms so many narrow strs^ghts^ and oC 
so little depth, that there is onty c»e through which 
smidl vessels am go ouf to §e% Thn chaimel bea» 
the name of a Frfefich captavEu vrho without ^ufflcicmt 
lodal information emtcQsd it wkh hib vessel He soon 
&«md himself embarrassttd in the tmdst 6f all these^ 
duumds, and mdexl by nat knowng wJmehe waa*, 
Frovtdoieei l^Qveircr^ s^ ordaiiidl^ that m consct 
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diannd of Zacoopana. At the entrance of that of 
Xaurent then ig a littl# island of the tame narne^- 
ftom whence there comes out a flat that nms inio: 
4ie mouth of the Mateo which interaects the arm tif 
Ramaca. 

The inland t^ Moaquitoa^v situated o^ear die aodli 
side is remarkable only because it has^ >at its two 
points of east and west, shoals which eacteod mfve> 
Aan a les^e. In the middle of the river is the cbai^i 
nd, half a league wide. 

From the mouth of the daimd Abacuyo;, larafaak 
low extends quite to the isle of Palonies. On^ the 
north £»de and opposite are two channel dial jmi^io 
the sea. Another shallow runs from the JafaoMLi^ 
Paiomes, and does not stop till it meets die west 
point of the Itamaca islands. i - 

We have only to speak of the isle of Zacoopana, 
to have communicated on the channel of du|t name^ 
ideas similar to those whi^h we have given on the 
channel of Itamaca. At the mouth of the chamiel:<rf' 
the island of Zacoopana coaunences a shoal -that ex- 
tends itself two leagues west, and often occupies thr 
half of the river. Between this shoal and another that 
itms from the isle of Palomes is the channel thro^^fa 
which vessels ou^t to pass without leaving the ^en* 
tre towards either one or die other bank; for tbty 
wowM, run the risk of being stranded. 

Here theOronoko^ or to qpeak more accurately> 
that part v^iich discharges itself into the sea by die 
slop's moiidi> forms only one bed for eight les^^ues 
to the west. In thb space is seen^ on the south 
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tj^nka* tti« mouth of a lake^ a IkUe distance tvMk fhe 
i^vei^. It extends quite to the foot of the mountain 
of Piacoa. On^ sees also, and almost at the same 
tim«> from die middle of the Oronokoy the hills ot 
Men to the south* 

We arrive at the chain of islets which divide the 
channel of Piacoa and the river. Jt extends twelve 
leagues from the east to the west; but let us turn our 
eyes to the north bank and we shall see the mouth of 
the little Paragoan, from whence a flat runs which 
Teaches quite to that of the great Paragoan. The two 
channds denominated Paragoans imite before arriving 
atAesea* 

Above fhe gfe^t Paragoan, the arm detaches itself 
Imown by th^ name of the mouth of Pedemales^ 
^AAdk the Oronoko has opened on the side of THni- 
Ibd. It forms a variety of channels by which they 
come from tiie Oronoko to this island It branches 
from the Oronoko one league frcmi the east point of 
Yaya. There is in this jplace a shoal that occupies 
half the river. 

You have scarcely ascended a league and a half 
before you find yourself off the red bogs. It is the 
first place where^ ascending the Oronoko^ you tee 
Terra-Firma, and lands secure from inundation. The- 
soil is firm and red. Opposite is a shoal that extends 
itself along the south side, nearly half a league east 
and west. The passage for vessels is, in this place> 
close in with the two banks. It is better on the north 
than the south; for this last has but little waters In 
the midst of these bogs is a very narrow channel, 
mmedrGuaritica^ by which, in high tides, or when 
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the river rises, shallppg may go to a lake that is verj 
tiear it. On the borders of this lake are seen bananas 
and fruit trees, which the Indians formerly cultivated 
on this spot. 

We have to ascend only one league to find, on the 
^ame north bank, the mouth of the channel of Gpa- 
roapo. In the summer it has so little water that shal- 
lops can scarcely pass it. Yet there are some years 
in which it aSbrda enough for sloops and schooners 
to go there in pursuit of the contraband trade in 
mules^ cattle, and other productions coming from th^ 
provinces of Cumana and Venezuela, giving drjr 
goods in exchange. After having passed the mouth, 
all the rest of the channel has a great .depth. Large 
vessels navigate it with facility, but by oars or tow- 
ing; for the high mountain on the side of which it is 
situated, renders it impossible to profit by Ac bounty 
of the winds. Two leagues above Goaroapo is the 
island of Araya; it runs along the north ade, and is 
of a moderate size. 

. Towards the south side are seen the cascades of 
Piacoa. They are forncied by three pr four falls from 
the middle of the south side of the channel, but there 
is water enough on the north to afford a passage for 
large vessels. It is on this side that , heretofore were 
the missions of Piacoa, and.th^CataJonian capuchins* 
One finds her^ excellent pasture, very fertile lands, 
good water, regular br^e^es, and a situation adapted 
to an agricultural people. 

After having perceived the three islets pf Aruba, 
the ;sland of Iguana is ^een. It runs along the north 
§ide of the river for mom than )iflf a kague. Thp 
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heA of the river remauis aavigalile on die scmthside. 
CSi that of the tiofth there arc in thie summer banks 
trf £iattd that leave a channel with but very litrie water, 
tn the winter sloops and schooners pass easily. FrozH 
the west point of the island of Iguana you have to go 
only one league to be off the hill of Naparema- U 
h only a high rock, and of no great magnitude. AH 
this side quite to the islands of Iguana and Araya is 
&1IL of ^2^^ bsmks. 

' The channel of Lemons which is on the south side, 
would not, periiaps^ deserve to be mentioned, if it hsd 
110C at ks inouth the ruins of a little fort that bears its 
nam^. From thence is seen the island of Don Vi- 
cente; it has a^>oal at the east point that crosses the 
cfemnd to a little below the fortress, but in the in- 
crease of the river it occasions no^nconvenience. 

Behold us here at ^he place where #tood the aQcimt 
capital of Guiana, before it was transferred to Ai^o»- 
4ura. We have now performed fifty leagues of our 
voyage, and there remain forty to reach St TfaomasL 
In removing the capital forty leagues above, the Spstr 
tiiards thought it necessary to leave on the place whens 
the ancient city was placed, the forts destined to de- 
fend Guiana. They are seen at the foot of a small 
mountain; one is called St. Francis, the other :ElPa- 
dastro. There are on one side two little lakes; one 
is named Zeibo; the other BaratiUo. Half a league 
below St. Francis is the rivulet Usupamo, whidi-uear 
its mouth has a lake. The port of ike militafiry post 
Tias on its borders a number of rocks virilble'in suior 
mer, but covered during the winter. t ' ' 
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Near half iai league above the anetent ckjr, jmd m. 
Ae middle of the river, is the great rock Moroceto^ 
It is radier nearer the south than the nordi side.^^ 
This rock is bare in the summer, and covered Mrkk 
^vater in the winter. Not £u* from it is die jshnd 
Mieres> half across the rivers On the south side ir 
seen the mountain of that name, and within its dr^ 
cumference, a little lower, that of Hache. This island 
forms a channel on each side. Hiat on tiie norA is 
the best and widest. Three leagues higher is seen 
on the south side the point of Aramaya, which is no- 
thing more than a projecting rock that makes a 
breaker in the season of the flood^. Opposite this 
same point commence the three islets of San^MigueL 
They are all three of stone, with a flat diore of sand. 
When the river is swoln, these islands are almost 
covered; nothing but the highest stones are then 
seen. 

On the other side of the river, that is to say, near 
its left bank, and opposite the village of San-Miguel^ 
^are seen two islands called Chacarandc^y, from Uie 
name of the wood with which they are covered. They 
ar^ divided by only a very narrow channel, which is 
nothing but one shoal. 

But let us glance our ^yes over the island of Fax*' 
ardo, situated in the middle of the river^ nearer, how-^ 
ever, the right, than the left bank, and opposite the" 
mouth of the Caroni^ It is three thousand toises 
long, by thirteen huhdred and eighty-^eVen wide, ft 
ia,^«Eibject to inundations only on the western side.-^ 
^Bhey think of inaking this island a military post, sup* 
porM^lby sifpst tibiat defends the river, As this as a 
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taeW project^ it is diffioalt to foresee iidiet^^ it tfiH 
ever be executed. 

^ Miver CaronL 

The river Caroni empties itself into the Oronoko, 
opposite the island of Faxardo. Its course is direct 
fit>m south to north. Its waters appear black, because 
it runs over a fine black sand, excellent to dry writing; 
but they are clear and very good. Its visible decli- 
nation, and beds strewed with rocks, give it a course 
isq^ually rapid and thundering; but it is in particular 
about a league before reaching the Oronoko, that 
finding its passage obstructed by rocks, it makes ter- 
rible, but ineffectual efforts to destroy the obstacles 
that brave its fury, and force it to rise up in order to 
fall again with a noise that is heard at a very great 
distance. Enraged with this resistance, which it has 
been able to overcome only by yielding, it enters the 
Oronoko with an impetuosity that it is more easy to 
conceive than describe. With the force acquired by 
its body and velocity, it drives a long way back the 
waters of the Oronoko, with which it does not mingle 
its own, but at more than half a league below its 
mouth. This phenomenon is so much the easier to 
be observed as the limpidity of the Caroni distin- 
guishes itself in the ever troubled wateis of the Oro* 
Aoko. . 

Continuation of the Navigation of the Oronoko. 

Ott the left bank, and at a league above the isle of 
Fa^acdo, Ip the ij^land of Torfio. It ii^ separated &om 
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Ae hnd by only a little chanttd; it tes on tW w^ 
point rocks^ and a shoal tWt prokm^ itself §n 
leagues above. 

The first object which from this point ought to fix 
the attentioQ of the navigator is point Cardinal. It is 
on the south side^ three league^ above the island 
Faxardo. At a quarter of a league nearly from thi^ 
point there is a chain of rocks that run into the river, 
half-channel over^ opposite Guarampo. In \^nter^ 
but one of these islets, formed by these ropks, is dis- 
covered. In summer, three are seen opposite Guar- 
ampo, and on the south side there is a port nam^ 
Patacon, formed by point Cardinal. 

They call Guarampo an assemblage of roclcs seen 
on the north side five leagues above the island gf 
Faxardo. ITiese very rocks' form a port on which 
they bestow their name. From this port there comes 
out a shoal almost north and south with point Car- 
dinal. In some places; this shoal extends into the 
channel. On its east point are three rocks that are 
covered in floods, leaving the principal channel be- 
tween them, and those of the south side. Half a 
league from Gi^arampo is found, on the left bank, 
the inland Taguache; it is a league and a half from 
cast to west. 

The island of Zeiba is on the ppposite side of the 
river; it is four leagues long, and more than one wide*. 
The channel that separates it from the land has very 
little watefr. In summer it is almost dry. When the 
river rises these two islalnds leave in the middle of the 
«tr«ua 9 channel for l^rge vessels. But at !49?ery 
tthcr |ittiQ4. tt^r( ^e ^ number t)f san^ })2ii^l^M4 
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Vei^ iitUe diejpth: betwewi Xerra-Firmaon the north, 
&nd the klanctTaguach^^ thein? is a channel navigable 
^t all se^ons. 

Xhe channel, of th6 tiyct of Cucasiana, decupled 
here a place; only because at its west point, and 
hear th^ hmd, is a shojil which does npt stretch much 
to the west, but occupies half .the itver. The island 
of Cucazanaisatthe mouth of the rive;* of the same 
hamei it is, as it were, united ivijh the i3land Ta* 
^uacbe by a flat; which in aummpr leaves f number 
of shelves bare. Erom its west ^^point there juns lapo*^^ 
ther inclining towards the south. It also in. summer 
shows bare shelves. 

The channel of Mamo lias, at its moujth, a^hoal of 
but little jjfxteut, in the middle of the river; and at 
seven leagues below the capital there Is Slnother north 
and south with the island of Mamo. The channel 
yrhich the sho^l leaves xui each side has not, frojn the 
month of Jauuary to April, vaote than ^igbtfeet of 
depth. It is this th^t obliges, the v^esselsio be light- 
lied. Vet, it is. but seldom, in spite of this precau- 
tion, th^.they can pass without touching ^nd losing 
three or four days in getting oflT. The ji^vigatigw 
then has inevitable expenjres to support, and iriste 
more dreadful to run. In the .floqds the^e difficjulti^ , 
do not exist* The same thing takes place in aPQth^ 
channel ^hat the island of Mamo fprms gn.the >Y€;^t 
point of ^eiba^ 

After. having surmounted these diflicuUieS, pne sees 

iiothing but rocks on the sides and in the stre^m.-;^- 

The^ points of Currucay on the south side, aiid .three 

Jeaguesabovc port St. Anne, ^are nothing^ butracks^ 

VoL.n. z ' 
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forming salient angles, fa the middle of the river, 
and almost opposite these points, is seen a great rock 
called the rock of Rosaire : between that and the side^ 
there are a number of others underwater in the winter* 
To the north of the rock of Rosaire is a channel, but 
very narrow, on account of the rocks which stretch 
themselves out, almost close to the bank. Vessels 
Cannot pass in ^mmer^ without danger of striking 
on these rocks. In winter the current is very violent, 
and if by mischance the wind dies away in this place, 
you zre menaced with shipwreck against the rock of 
Rosaire, as we have seen examples of. 

The north side then offers to the view, at one 
league above the rock of Rosaire, a point of rocks. 
At some distance from thence are three reefs near one 
another, that extend one third across the stream north 
and south with the east point of the island Panapana. 
One of these reefs is almost north and south with the 
west point, and runs nearly half over the river; there 
are two of them covered on their sides. 

The island of Panapana is one league above the 
point of Rabits^ near the south shore, fix)m whence it 
is.scfparated ty a channel of moderate width, but of 
little depth in stimmer. At each east and west point 
there is a shallow with very little water. That on the 
west poitit runs up more than a league, always inclin- 
ing to the south. Between tliis island, which is a 
league and a half long, and the portfi shore, is the 
principal chantiel of theOronoko, a liitl&riirrow, and 
of little depth when the waters are low. At that tiinte 
the navigation is by no means convenient; but when 
the river ^jses there is ao reason to have any a|>pre- 
hension. 
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Two leagues higher you find yourself at the nar- 
rotvest place on the Oronoko, named by the Spaniards 
A^osturita: The north and south points which form 
this contraction, are rocks: A little above and almost 
half across the river, there is an immense stone called 
JCftvandera^ or the washerwoman. It appears in sum- 
mer, but the water covers it in the floods. Between 
it and the south side there is an islet of stones even 
with the land, opposite which the river Maruanta dis- 
charges itself; 

Point Tineo to the north, is also fotmed by rocks ^ 
that appear only when the waters are low. Point Ni- 
casip, to the idouth, is in the same situation, excepting 
that the stones are liot entirely covei'ed; 

At length we arrive at St. Thomas, the capital of 
Spanish -Guiana) situated at the foot of a small moun* 
tain on the right bank of the river. They have built 
for its defence a fort placed opposite to the city and 
on the left bank; it is surrounded by a number ^of 
housesi depindenti like the fort^ on the province of 
Guianai They call this place port Raphael : it is here 
that die passage of communication between Guiana 
and the provinces of Venezuela and Cumana is* Be- 
tween port Raphael and the city is seen the island 
called del Medio, or the Middle, because it is in the 
middle of the river* It is a rock which^ on its south- 
em part, discovers itself in summer, and is under wa- 
ter in flj»ods: The principal channel is between the 
fcity and this island; when the water is low it has twd 
hundred feet of water, and on the increase of thd 
, Hv«r fifty or ^ixty mbre. 
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This appears to me to be as miich mfbrmation afe 
^ is necessary to enable the reader to judge of the dif- 
fictilties of the navigation of the Oronoko. I hwe 
preferred these details, which bear wth them tiic 
marks of correctness, to a general representation of 
the dangers the navigator of the Oronoko has to breve. 
Literary experience teaches us, that in truth, Ae 
pen given up to either the coldness or the fire of 
imagination, is very far from containing itself withm 
the circle of tfuth^ in the same manner as ivhen it 
has nothing but material iacfts to set down. 

Tke delicious variety that the Bnnks 4tfffie Oronoko 

offer. 

Nothing in the world is so caloulaled to <}aptivate 
the admiration of the naturalist ^ the navigation of 
the Oronoko. Sometimes ite banks are boidered by 
foi'ests of the most majestic trees, enriched with the 
most exquisite underwood, and filled with l>iitfe, 
who^e various kinds seem, privileged, a» wefl from 
the beaUty of their plumage a§ the melody of their 
song. Monkeys of the marmoset specias, tach sb 
the tamari^, the ouistiti, the saki, the marakina, the 
pincha, the mico, embellish this enchanting picture^ 
by their cries, their leaps, their grimaces, their feats 
of agility. The savage inhabitant of these woods, 
and who contents himself with aiming the j^ds^ies^n 
of them with the ferocious' beasts, supports himself 
on the same fruits «s the birds and the quadrupeds, 
without receiving or inspiring fear. At other times, 
the immense plains, covered with excellent pasture. 
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procure the* observer the plea^sure of stretching h'vs 
eyes, fetigued with being confined by forests, over a 
vapdure that bounds his horizon for the space of 
twenty or thirty leagires- Every thing concurs to 
make him admire the order^ the wisdom, and the 
barmony of nature; and man, in spite of himself, is> 
\>y this thought, elevated above himself: . 

Without insects, without the necessity of con- 
stantly lying upon the groimd, wet or dry, and 
among ferocious beasfts, without the danger of want- 
ing provisions, without sands and rocks, without the 
cajHice of the winds, the navigation of the Oronoko 
would be an inexhaustible source of delight for a 
man, the friend of nature, and the admirer of her 
wonders. 

After having made the Oronoko known, with re- 
spect to its navigation, we stilj have t^ presept tp the 
reader the picture of tb^ constituent peculiarities of 
this great river; 

Importance of the river Oronoko, 

The Groncdio is so little known, that it is placed 
almost the last in the list of great riveFS, when it is 
doubtful whetfier any can bear away from it the 
palm of supremacy. I support this opinion by re- 
marks carefully made by Mr. Humboldt, in 1800. 

All geographers have invariably accorded to the 
river Amazons the honours of the largest river in the 
v^orld. It is aiough tha* the Oronoko m^y dispute 
ynih it this advantage, in order to rwfler ^ superi- 
ority ovc^ aH otiicr rivers ^a historic truth. Now 
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Mr. Humboldt says, in his letter written in 1800, tc^ 
the captain-general of Garaccas, on his return from 
his voyage to the Rio-Negro; '' I have compared my 
^*^ measurement taken in the Oronoko; with those tfeat 
f' the ilUistrious Condamine took in the river Ama- 
*' zons. The result is, that the mouth of the Amazonis 
'^ is much wider than that of the Oronoko; but ths 
'^ last merits equal consideration with regard to the 
'^ quantity of water it has in the interior of the coih; 
'' tinent; for, at two hundred leagues from the sea, 
^' the Oronoko has a bed of from two thousand five 
^' hundred to three thousand k)ises, without any 
^Msland/* 

JSodt/ and rapidity of its Water, 

The width of the Oronoko before the capital of 
puiana, is about three thousand five hundred toises. 
Its depth, measured at the same place, in 1734, by 
order of Jbe jcing, was found to be sixty-five fathoms 
in the month of March, the period when its waters 
are the lowest. It discharges into the sea with such 
velocity and force, that its water pres^ves itself 
fresh at inore than thirty leagues from its mouth, 
and at more than forty it is distinguishable from that 
of the sea. 

Jts anrmal Ris^. 

The . Oronoko experiences, like the Nile,- and 
other great rivers, an annual and periodical rise. It 
regularly coipmences with the month of April/ aftd 
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fikikhes ^Ith ^e month of Atigust. The Oronoko 
remains all the month of September witfi ihe same 
quantity of water k has aequiried in the five precede 
ing months. It is then that it presents 9 s^pectacle 
truly wcvthy of admiration. With this increase of 
power, it overleaps its natural limits, and makes iur 
cui^ons from twenty to thirty leagues in the south- 
fra regions, which it occupies from east to Wiest mor^ 
than two hundred leagues, as if the whole of this ev 
tent was united to its domain; the whirlpools, eddies, 
and falls resulting from the inequalities of the lartd 
over which the torrent passes, and the new sea that 
povers the surface of the plains, are so many objects 
capable of exciting the most senseless imagination. 

The ordinary rise of the Oronoko, before St. Tho* 
mas, is thirteen fathoms. It is greater in propojrtion 
as it approaches ihe sea^ and it is percjeptijble 9^t thre^ 
hundred and fifty leaguep from its mouthy It is not 
every year equal; hvl the difference never exceeds a 
fathonu They pretend, in the country, that there is 
eyoy twenty-five years, another extraordinary risje 
of another fathom. 

In the. first of October the Oronoko begins to fall. 
Its waters insensibly abandon the plains^ and retun^ 
to their beds. A multitude of rocks and islands disr 
cover themselves in its bosom^ an4 by the end of 
February it finds itsdf at its lp>vjest, which it prej- 
serves till the commencement of April. It is in this 
interval that the turtle go out of the Qronpko to depo- 
sit their eggs on the shores lately uncovered, to y/hich 
the waters by reipaining pn them, hfts imparted a 
moisture, th^t, aided by the heat of the sun^ powpTr 
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have seen in Chapter IV. that the Indians from every 
part, repair with their fijmilics to jhe banks of the 
Oronoko to m^ke by drying these ttirtles a dura- 
ble food, and to extract fronji their e^ an oil, v?Wch 
they either consume ^r sell. 

The Waters of the Oronoko pre drinkable; they 
even find in them medicinal qualities, the principal 
of which is to disperse wens. 

Tides. 

The tide, very strong at the moujhis of the Orotioko, 
experiences so many subdivisions in the numfcer of 
channels that it enters, that it is almost imperceptible 
before St. Thomas. It flows^ as high as Aat, o«ly in 
the summer, and when the wind is from fte i^ea.— ^ 
The navigator pays4ittle attention to it, 

The prpnoko is extremely foil of fish. Thfe Hkn^ 
Vary to infinity; ttn^ by their abuiHlanee aJnply com- 
pensate those Wh6 make fishing th^r prindj^al otcu- 
pation. 

The fish tllere have hot a perfect Identity with 
those of Europe, though they give to some the harne^ 
our fishes bear. This arises rather from the resem^ 
fclance fliey bear to those, thah because they are ab*- 
solutely believed to be of tfie same kind. 

1 shall dispense with giving the Ikt of all the fifthes 
found in 'theOroAoko,bec^i!i^ they i^equli^e a deiscrip- 
^ion appertaining more to the naturalist thtin to thehis*^ 
^orian. .1 ishall nifake ho exception but 'in fevdur t^ 
'^osfe the iSpaniarfs call cUrbtHatd and cOraSre^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



845 

The fiist is- a fiah die largest of \thich doesnojt 
Vfeigjti more than two pounds. .. It abounds in the 
.Oronoko, and ; iar of Mi «X€elleSt fljivour* But it is 
k^ appreciate for its nutritive virtue, than for two 
stones lodged in the bead, in the place the train 
ought to occupy. They each have the shape of an 
almond vathout the shell, and the brilliant colour of 
mother of. pearl. Thei^ atones are bought for theit 
.%f eight in goH, en account of their . specific quality 
agaihst a reteiitioh of yrine. It is sufficient to take 
three grains finely powdered in a spoonful of wine 
or water, to cause an instant discharge of urine: an. 
pver dose relaxes the muscles, and occasions, an in^ 
ability of urinary r^tention^ 

The secofad^ sjilaller th&A thte curbinata, att^ks 
.vith thte Utmost ferocity, evety toimal, whether alive 
jK dead^ that falls within its reach. It is peculiarly 
Inimical to the legs of the passons who cross some 
^^tanches of the Orohofco. Its bite is severe. Did 
its strength correspond with its fury, it woujd occa- 
sion frequent imsfortunes* But they guard against 
its attacks, and arft always able to check the progress 
of its bite. The nam^ of c^raibe was given to it oA 
«ccaAnt of its camivorovrs disposition. 

I shall not pass so slightly over the amphibioui^ 
-aninnds seen in the Oronoko. The peculiarities that 
^pem* to mc to distinguish them from those of 
^wopc <?ompel mp to giye a d^cription oF th«n. 

Cayman. 

'■' The feftjnnan, Xvhich many naturaKsts tonfound 
wA the alligator and the crocodile, is nevertheless 
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y«jr diffisreat from these two species of Hm enctfflo^ 
pedie methodique, as the abb^ Bonaterre has^ judi^ 
ciously observed. Larger than the crocodile^ and 
even than the alligator, the cayman is also more heavjr 
and dull To be more dangerous than the crocodile, 
he only wants to know better how to use his strength. 

The cayman of the Oronoko, like all those of his 
species, has the appearance of a lizard of from fifteen 
to eighteen fieet. His mouth is extremejy wide, is 
furnished with a row of fimgs and of teeth, a little 
separated' one from another. His projecting eyes^ 
which he keeps on the surface of the water, give him 
an opportunity of seeing every thing without being 
seen. His skin is covered with strong scalers and 
points, against which a b^ll is ineffectual. He is the 
destroyer of fish, and terror of men. The Indians eat 
his flesh, which b white, but of a faint taste^ They 
take the cayman with«large spears and hooks. His 
fangs serve as orhamenls of the Indian dress; they are 
placed round the neck and arms. ^ 

The common tradition among the Indians of Ter* 
ra-Firma and the Oronoko is, thsft the cayman and 
tiger engage in frequent combats. The tiger quits 
the thickets of his forest, and walks along the banks 
of the rivers where the cayman is accustomed to en- 
joy the sun. He watches the movements of the cay- 
man he perceives. As soon as he sees an opportunity 
of surprising him, or that he sleqw, he q>rings im- 
mediately upon him. He fastens himself with his 
talons on his hard and impenetrable shell. If the 
cayman is young, he is lost ; if strong, he instantly 
flings himself into the water, nnd drowns t^ %er; 
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tfien takes him in his fangs, and devours him on tho 
shores of the river. The cayman eats only on landj 
because, having neither tongue nor gills, he cannot 
swallow in the water. 

The teeth of the cayman pass among the Indians 
of the Oronoko for an antidote to poison, and an alexi- 
pharmic; but it is more generally acknowledged that 
the fangs and limbs of the cayman, pulverized and 
administered in doses of twelve grains of one or the 
other, or six of each, are an excellent antispasmo- 
• die : the remedy is repeated as occasion ma^ re- 
quire. They say that a drop of its gall on the la- 
chrymal point, destroys by its antiopthalmic virtue, 
cataracts and films. It at first causes a burning, but 
that soon ceases. 

The fat of the cayman put warm into the ears, pos- 
sesses the virtue of removing obstructions in the au- 
ditory channels. It produces -the same effect on the 
mesenteric veins. This is the reason it is given to 
those who eat earth. The dose is a spoonful in any 
mucilaginous liquid. \ 

The Iguana. 

Thp Iguana (Guana) is very common on the Oro- 
yioko. It is a lizard of two ^nd a half feet long, of a 
greenish colour ; it has on the back a row of points 
like the cayipan, which gives it a horrid appearance. 
It is very often on shore on the trees. Fe^r makes it 
always fly into the water. Its meat is thought as good 
by the Indians and Spaniards, as that of a pullet.— < 
Th^ female Iguana lays from twenty-five to thirty 
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eggs, at onfe time, about the si2e bf a nut. They arfit 
yellow and covered with a thm skin or jnembrane 
that tjerves as a shell. They are dressed like the 
eggs of fowls, and are eaten as a gre&ter delicacy. 
They find in some iguanas a stone about the bigness 
of a turkey's egg. It is white, soft, and enveloped 
in a number of cuticles, like the coats of an onion. — 
The powders made of it are powerfully diuretic,, and 
lithotriptic. 

Chiquirai 

In the Oronoko and other rivers of Terr^rFirma, 
is an amphibious animal which the Garibs call capi-- 
gua; the Palanaques and Cumanagotoslndian»y Chi-* 
quira, and the Spaniards, quadratinyas. It has the 
nose of a ^eep, i^ed hair, and a tail so short that it 
hardly appears. They eat it on fast days, because it 
lives as much in the water as on land. These animals 
swim in shoals, and come up from time to time to 
breathe. They Teed on the grass that grows on the 
borders of the rivers and lakes. It is there that the 
Indians wait for them with their arrows, for they are 
passionately fond of their flesh. 

The Lapa. 

In Guiana they caU by this,name an amphibious ani- 
mal, named by the Indiana tamtnu. It is of the size 
of a terrier dog. Its hair is red, dotted witf\ white 
spots. It has the grunt of the paca of Mr. Buffon.— 
lis flesh is tender and Uke that c^ a roastiag pigr^ 
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The lapa, in feet, in all the feasts of Southern Ame* 
tick to the north of the Une, makes as distinguid^d 
a%niie as the roasting pig in ours. The lapa in 
general livas on the banks of the rivers, where it feeds 
<Mi gr^js and fruit. It is so wild that at the least noise 
It throws itself into the water. 

Tlie Water-dog. 

The animal of the otter genus, called by the Spa* 
niards the water-dog, resembles very much the bea* 
•ver. Its head is like that of a small dog ; its ears 
exactly thoite of the beaver; its' tail long; its fore 
feet like those of the fox, but larger; its hind feet 
flat and webbed. Its hair soft and of a whitish co- 
lour. It lives in holes that it makes on the edge of 
the water* It often walks in the fields. It feeds on 
glass, fruit, and even fish, which it catches ^ith in- 
^conceivable dexterity. 

Liron. 

The little animal which, in Southern Americd, 
. bears the name of liron, has almost all the characteris- 
tics of the sariga, only that it is amphibious. It h 
on that account that it is called the little wat^-dcg. 
It is a lovely little animal that lives in theri^ife^nd 
pools. Its skin is covered with short hair, very«oft 
and of extraordinary beauty. Its colour is white and 
Mack, so disposed, that beginning with the head, it 
forms a ribbon of black hair, which shows itself ih 
the shape of a selnicircle, and then at the distance 
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of two fiiigef^> forms another^ then & third ibicl 9, 
fourtb> &c, A9 its radii are black on a white ground^ 
they contribute very much to the beauty of the ani* 
mal. Its little head is like that of the doi'mouseii 
with the whiskers of a cat. Its feet are weUbed; its 
tail is very striking, and perfectly without hair from 
the middle to its extremity. 

The belly of this animal is split entirely down, and 
divided into two long strips of skin which it opens 
and can shut so hermetically, that the division is 
hardly to be perceived. These strips are lined with 
a soft and thick short hair. It is With them that the 
female covers as many as six little ones, which shif 
carries under this thin cuticle. 

Manati. 

. The Indians and Spaniards of Terra-Firma call by 
the name oi manati, what we name the lametin. It is 
a species of marine cow, mere aquatic than terrestrial; 
but its customiof going, on shore, to crawl amongst 
and feed on grass, has caused it to be placed among 
the number of amphibious anim^ls; 

The manati of the Oronoko is of a frightf'ul figut-^, 
and without any proportion. Its bulk is nearly ^that of 
an ox, which it resembles a little in its mouth, and 
habit of ruminating the grass on which it feeds. Its 
(fcyes are very small; its gills scarcely perceptible; it 
has no fins, and is therefore frequently obliged to 
leave the water for the purpose of respiration. Its 
■km is nmch thicker than that of an ox. They make 
thongs of it to tie their catttle, and for horsewhips/ 
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Its tslil forms a cihrle frotii the right to the left part 
of its body, and gives it nearly three feet of diameter. 
It has on its breast two little irregular arms, ^thoUf 
any division of finger or nails, which it uses to go 
and graze. It is at these times that the .tigers have a 
good Bargain of it. The female carries under its 
arms its two little ones, most frequently male ax^ 
female. She presses them against her stomach, and 
nourishes them with a rich milk till they are able to 
accompany her to graze. 

The meat of the manati is fat, good, and tender; 
the greater part converts itself into a grease that is 
very good to bum. The use of this meat destroys all 
venereal taints. The lump that grows on the nape • 

of its neck has the consistence of bone or ivory. Its 
powder is excellent in stopping the bloody flux. 

The manati fishery is carried on by the Indians in 
the same manner as that of the whale at Spitsberg^ * ^ # ' 
with this difference, that one Indian, with his wife, 
goes in his canoe to the manati fiidiery. 



Importance of Guiana, 

It is difficult to find In all the Spanish dominions k 
pc^ssession so favoured by nature and so little appre- 
ciated as Guiana. Its extent, which they reckon a 
thousand league^ In circumference, gives' it the im- 
portance of an empire. Its soil, whose only fault isf 
a too active vegetation, would yield more articles than 
all the other SpaniiA possessions now produce. The 
tivers, that the Oronoko in its course of five hundred 
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leagiK^s receives!, s^d the nwiber of ^'wjiich eqccecidft ; 
three hundred, ere so .-many caqafe Jhsrt lyouid carry 
ta Guiana all the richer th^y theias^yes ;migh^ have 
contribute rto obtain from -tfce .^ja^th. ^hp <3rofK)bo, 
>vhich traverses it^ ftnd *«iuch is tt^qlf 4^p^ opening by . 
which an jcneray mi^t ^enetrfite into ithe provinces' 
oFVenezuda, Vaiinafe, and the kingdosi K^f'S^ta-i^e, 
can be defended onfy :by iGuiaoa, wljich Jmustt, of 
coiicse, become the bulwark of the pMvinces she alooe^ 
can guarantee* • ^ , 

How is it that a couhtrj^ induafay -ou^ to, {^rofertb 
every othw is a desert ? How, that A miiit^y station/ 
so advaotageous, hasx)htaiaed no mca^e att«ntti<^ frop 
• its gOYemmcntf 

J'o.the first of these two q^e^lon^, <m^m^y an- 
iSwer at oncfe that *the-Sj»nish papulation inAipfit&rka^ 
|)osa(esstng a himdted tioies H)ore land 1^m it cs^ cuI-« 
t ^ * tivate, has no naofive tto ^ in :search of any other at 
a disTtaacef besides, therSpaniard, not devoured ^ 
an ambition whicii :he cannot .gratify but widi the 
sweat of his brow, and who immediately takes root in 
the ^pot, good of bad, where fate has fixed him, cannot 
resolve on abandoning the ^lace where he has pro- 
cured himself ease, and acquired habits, and run after 
an opnlence that he can do cwithoiit, or expios^j him- 
48elf to £a.tigue9, the v^ry idea of which frightens him, 

Tl^ second question can hardly be soWed, but by 
-Ae great expencefcartifying, and gwrisoiung Guiana 
iwould demand, unless the goveituEent repiudng on 
ithe. difficulties >and.dang«s presented by ihe .naviga- 
tion of the Ononoko, .beUeves tfa^t no <natit>n .wduH 
.undactake the conquest of arijuiciilHvated coimtry^ 

6 
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which its actual miseiy defends better than anns.— 
Woe' to Guiana^ if the indolence of the government 
is occasioned b^uch a system as condemns it for 
ever to the most afflicting nullity ! Biit the wis^ po- 
licy, for a long time the base, of all the operations of 
the Spanish ministry^ assure us that it is impossible 
Vrifli justice to aKribute to it' ideas so opposite to 
publft prosperity. It is in Ais persuasion, that I am 
about to add to the information I have alr^dy given 
on Guiana, all those which poKcy, cultiviation> aaad 
commerce can reasonably desire. 



Extent and PopvUUion of Guiana^ 

Spimish Guimia, from the mouths of the Oronoko ^ 
to the limits of the river Portuguese, occupies a 
iq>ace of more than four hundred leagues. Its width 
in the iirst eighty leagues to the east, k not more 
than thirty leagues south, whwe it-4s bounded by the 
possesions of the Dutch, but then its breadth in- 
creases to mwe than a hundred and fifty leagues. ' 

Upon this immense surface, it has but thirty- 
four thousand inhabitants of dl conditions and all 
colours, of which nineteen thousand four hundred 
and twenty-five Indians are under the condiK:t of the 
missionaries; six thousand five hundred and seventjr- 
iive in the capital; and the remaintbg eight thousand 
in the other villages. The thickest population is 
from fifty leagues from the sea, to a hiindred and 
thtfty leagues lip the X^nofco* 

Vat. H. . A A 
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Lower Oviana. 

Ouiana is divide^ into the upper and lower Orono- 
ko> and the capital is adopted as the point of division. 
But this honour would more justly belong to the 
river Caroni> because it bounds on all the western 
part, a territory that might properly be called an 
island; for it has the Oronoko to the north; the sea 
to the east; the river Essequibo td the south; and the 
Caroni to the west..-. It forms almost a square of se- 
venty leagues from eaat to west, and thirty leagues 
in its least breadth from north to south. America has 
few lands more fertile than those within this circum- 
ference. Watered by a number of rivers, which for 
ages have augmented the bed of mouldy they reproach 
man for his indolence and sloth. 

The missionaries charged with conducting the I«- 
dians by the paths of Christianity to social life, com- 
menced their labours in this part of Guiana. Twenty- 
seven villages founded to the east of the river Caroni 
attest the success of the fathers, the Catalonian capu- 
chins. Yet they have not penetrated more than 
thirty leagues from the coasti, because it is inhabited 
by the Caribs, the most ferocious and courageous of 
all the Indians, who have Qp all occasions made mar- 
tyrs of the apostles who have attempted to make 
\ christians of them. It is true that the ferocity of the 
f -Caribs would undoubtedly have ^iven way to the mo- 
rality of the missionaries, had they beert left ta the 
pure impuls? 6f their own hearts: but the Dutch of 
Surinam^ interested in extending their commerce in 



Digitized by 



Google 



355 

^>anish Guiana, have made it a point of policy to pro- 
tect the vagabond e^stencc of the Caribs, who inter- 
dict to the Spaniards all approach from the coasts. 
Tt 13, in fact, certain, that Spanish Guiana, which on 
^e map appears to occupy thirty leagues of Coast 
from the mouths of the Oronoko to Cape Nassau, 
does not occupy one ins^;^ for the natives have de- 
IcBided their indepi^Qdejnce, s^ tfiat having never been 
converted, reduced^ nor vanquished, they are, in law 
^nd in fact as.free as they wcije^ before the discovery 
of the new world. It is melancholy, that the barba- 
rous use they make of their liberty obliges philosophy 
itself to offer up wishes that they may lose, rather 
than preserve it. 

Connections of the Caribs with the Dutch. 

The Dutch court with a great deal of earnestness 
the friendship and alliance of the Caribs. They ob- 
tain it with so much the more facility, as they do not 
preach to them the inconvenient morality of the Spa- 
niards, but make, on the contrary, an apology for their 
manners and habits. It is asserted that in these po- 
litical relations they do not fail to nourish the 
hatred of the Caribs against the Spaniards, and to at- 
tach them to themselves .by the bands of interest; 
and nothing can better prove their success than the 
permission the Caribs have given them to establish 
on their territory, on the borders of the sea, a guard 
post, whiQPe they have six Dutch soldiers and a Ser- 
jeant. This post is destined to protect the contra- 
band tra4|l that thel^utch carry on upon these coasts. 
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The Caribs> far from creating any obstacle, buy and 
consume what the Dutch bring, ftr go and resell it to 
the Indians of tiie missions, or assist the Batavian 
pedlars, who wish to increase their profits by retail- 
ing dieir articles for themselves. The commercial in- 
tercourse between the Dutch and the Caribs is very 
much followed, and more interesting than it should 
seem it could be with savages, to whom cultivation 
has not one attraction. But the Dutdi pojnt out to 
them the balsams, the oils, the gvuns, the resins, the 
medicinal plants, the fruits, the woods that are fit for 
commerce, and it is with these articles that all their 
exchanges arc made. If there remains any balance 
in favour of the Dutch, the Caribs pay it. with the 
Indians called Poytos, whom they take prisoners in 
their wars, and the Dutch purchase to make slaves. 

Political relations between the Dutch of Surinam 
and the Spaniards of Guiana. 

Much more vigilance and inquietude is perceived 
in the Dutch for the protection of tlieir possessions, 
than the Spaniards manifest for theirs. For these 
last have no advanced post on the Dutch bctandary, 
while the Hollanders have first, on the cctot, a fort 
on the guard post we have just mentioned; then 
they occupy a fort called the old castle, at the jimc- 
tion of the river Mazurini with the Essequibo, aind 
. maintain an advanced guard of from twenty to five 
and twenty men, on the river Cuyuni. Bj means 
of these precautions, they are not only respected ou 
their own territories, but Aey even traversfin safety 
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^]\ the neighbouring Spanish possessions. They even 
extend their limits >vhereverlhe convenience of ^(gri* 
culture invites them, and maintaia their usurpatic^ 
by force. " 

Every thin^ is therefore ^antin^ for thc^ Spai^iardf 
^iXid Dutch to live in Guiana like good neighb9uis^ 
whose respective mothc;r countries are frieiidly nar 
tions. They mutually ireproach each other i^if^> inr 
juries, some of which are serjx)us enough. / 

The Spaniards pretend that the Dutch, co;ist2mtl?jf 
occupied in encroaching on then? territory^ respecf 
no boundaries; that they destroy the Spanish, com- 
merce in Guiana by the contraband articles l^ej ia- 
troduce; that they continually excite the Caribj; 
against them ; that they prevent their reduction by 
the advice they give, and the arms they furnish. 

The Dutch, in their tui:n, impute to the Spaniards 
the desertion of the slaves from Aeir possessions in 
Surinam, who find in Guiana a hospitable receptioi^ 
Jiberfy, and the protection of Ae government. It i^ 
"true, that for a long time the Spaniards have &voure4» 
laAer from revenge agjiinst Ae Dutch than fron^ 
principles of humanity, all the slaves from Surinan^ 
lyho have come to ask an asylum. They have eve^ 
peopled with these fugitives, two pretty considerable 
\illages on the banks of the river Gaura, where thqy 
receive also the Indians whom the^ Cariba force to fly 
in order to avoid becoming slaves to the Dutch.— 
T^rom this commix;ture of me;i without manners ^t 
3^1 be difficult at some future day, more or less re- 
pjote^ 10 prevent some inconvenieuce from resultu^ 
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For seven or eight years these two governments 
have mutually reproached each other, and have pro- 
mised by treaties to behave with the decency ^d re- 
spect ^m which they ought never to have departed. 
One of the promises of the Spanish government is, to 
restore to the Dutch all the slaves who shall withdraw 
themselves into the Spanish dominions, or pay thdr 
vdue. If this stipulation be always as jRuthfuUy ex- 
ecuted as it is in these first moments of the compact, 
it will re-establish between the two coimtries a har-*^ 
mony, almost all the advantages of which appear to 
me necessarily to result to the Spaniards. For peace 
and friendship are always best adapted to him who 
vants power tb make himself feared. 

Upper Gviana. 

Every thing which is to the east of the river Can>- 
ni. Commencing a league above St. Thomas, depends 
on the missioil of the Franciscans. Were we to judge 
of their zeal from the result of their labours, wp 
should have no occasion to be astonished. But if We 
compare their works with the difficulties they had td 
overcome, and with the disinclination, or rather the 
decided repugnance of the Indians to receive the 
l%hts of the faith, we shall see that it was scarcely 
possible for men to do more than what the Francisfcfr 
cans have done on the upper b^nks of the Oronolio. 
But these missionaries as well as fhe Capuchins, think 
they have fulfilled their ministry in mechanicaHy re- 
taining the Indian in the appearance of civil life, and 
in obtaining from him the exterior and insignificii| 
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forms of Christianity. The missionary neglects to in- 
spire the Indian with the love of labour, at the sanw 
time that he instils into him the love of God, Pro^ 
vided he mumbles over his prayers at certain hours^ 
he is dispensed from every other work. Drunken- 
ness, lasciviousness, sleep, fill up all his leisure, that 
is to say,' his whole time. If he cultivates a f6w 
provisions around his cot he passes for very indus-^ 
frious. 

Ctdtures. 

Upon the most productive land iji the world, there 
are seen but a few plantations badly worked, situated 
at thirty leagues to the south of the capital of Guiana, 
where the proprietors raise a little cotton, some 
sugar, and a little country provisions. The soil it 
excellent, especially for tobacco. One may judge of 
its goodness by that cultivated on account of the king ' 
in the environs of San Antonio of Uspata, to the east 
of the river Caroni. Nature there produces of her- 
self the oil of Palma Christh a balsam called in the 
country, the butter of Carapa, the real simacouba, 
so efficacious in dysenteries, bark, resins, oils, bal- 
sams, and an infinity of medicinal plants. 

San Thomas. 

The city of San Thomas, situated on the right 
bank of the Oronoko, is the seat of a separate go- 
vernor, with a salary of three thousand hard dollars. 
He enjoys all the rights and exercises all the funcs 



Digitized by 



Google 



860 

tiong that &\e hm givot to govemprs : but lie deptadti 

fa the military and political departments^ on the ca^ 

tain-general of Caraccaa. He i$ also a deputy of the 

^ lAtendancei and has in this cs^mcity^ tiie administra- 

f tbn of the finances of his proviacej and orders all the 

oirdinary exp^ices, but is obliged to account with tht 

I intendant-general^ and to execute his orders in every 

I thing that cegards finance or commerce. 

\. The bishop of Guiana makes the capital hist resis 
dence. We have spoken in Chap. IV. of the period 
J of the erection of this bishopric, of the revenues of 

j the bishop, and of the chapter of this cathedral, which 

.does not as yet exist even in Resign. Religion has 
»ot, to speak correctly, any temple worthy of her, in 
GuiaQa. Divine ©flfices. are celeteated there in ^ 
bevel which die mbst insignificant village would not 
fuffer f<Mr its pari&li church. It is not, however, be- 
cause the bidiop doesr not make frequent and lively 
representations to the government on the indispensa; 
bility of an edifice, to which the name of catbedr^ 
might seriously be given, and, with the mediocrity of 
his rental, he can only oflfer wishes &>x the construc- 
tion of a religious building, whose decency should 
correspond with the grandeur of the object. 
The police of tlie capital is conducted by a (?omz 
^ mon council, the only one in the province, composed 

of two magistrates, an algucml mqjor, an a^ferez 
real, and a notary. Criminal justice i? under the 
. exclusive jurisdiction of the governor. 

In all the province of Guiana there are but thre^ 
livings; San Thomas St Rose of M^ruante in A^ 
east, and C^w^j^a, a hundred leases to the wegt. 

........ ■ ^ • .^ - 
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Its Climaft. . 

We breathe at San Thomas an aJr tolerably healthy. 
The trade-winds are there' very regular from the 
month of November to the month of May. In the 
r;e8t of the year they are interrupted by calnas more 
or less frequent, more or less long. The inhabitante 
are pretty well lodged. The streets are on a line 
. tod paved. The houses are for the most part built 
as in Caraccas, of lime and sand^ with terraces on the 
tops^ where they sleep in the seasons of their greatest 
heat, without receiving from the dew any injury to 
their health jot sight. Storms are frequetnt in the 
months of August, September, and October. They 
have no earthquakes; but sometimes, a wii|d, that 
does not last long, which blows with the violence of 
a hurricane; it terminates in rain. 

lu Commerce. 

To^give a just idea of the riches or poverty of 
©uiaria, I shall have recoinrse to what the tithes pro- 
duce. 

The tithes of all Guiana were fanned out in 1803> 
for four thousand hard dollars a year. Let us sup- 
pose that the farmer gained fifty per cent, and carry 
it to 6000: tfiat would give an annual revenue of 
60,000 hard dollars for every thing generally con- 
sumed in Guiana, or exported from it. A great deal 
pf penetration is not ntfKessary to estimate what re- 
inaii^s to commerce. 



Digitized by 



Google 



W' '^W^ -r' 



r 



363 

It is true, that in calculating by the tithes, the pro- 
ducts of the herds of the capuchin missionaries do 
not come into the account, because they are exempt. 
They estimate the homed beasts alone that they pos- 
sess, at a hundred and fifty thousand, which naturally 
make a part of the riches of Guiana, 

Tliere were, notwithstanding, exported through the 
port of Guiana, from 1791 to 1794, in articles com- 
ing as well from this province, as from that of Vari- 
nas, ten thousand three hundred and eighty oxen, 
and three thousand one hundred and forty mules; 
and they in return, introduced two hundred blacks, 
and 349j,448 hard dollars in specie. 

From 1791 to 1795, they exported for Europe, 
in silver, . . ^ 25,203 hard dollars. 
In goods, - - - 363,397 

Total, 388,600 hard dollars. 
At this day the commerce is reduced to less than 
•ne half. 

At the end of 1803 there were in Guiana thirty- 
four small vessels employed in the coasting trade in 
the colonies, and the trade then was in the hands of 
a few Cataloriians, who have carried there that spirit 
of industry which is found in no part of Spain in the 
same degree as in Cataloma. The poverty of Guiana 
easily places very narrow limits to their emoluments; 
buWit imposes none on their ideas, or their pl^s. 
They think, with all the other whites of Guiana, that 
this province has received from nature^ favours which 
yender her worthy of a better lot. 






Digitized by 



Google 



fM' 



36S 



Encouragement which industry requires. 

TKe exertions of industry meet in Guiana an insur- 
mountable obstacle in the difficulty of communica- 
tion, as well on account of the number of rivws, with 
which the province is intersected in every direction, 
as the want of roads, and the wretched support of 
those that do exist. They require barges, or large 
ferry-boats on the rivers they are obliged to pass the 
most frequently, in order to aflTord the cultivator, at 
all seasons, a certainty of transport for his commodi- 
ties. They require, also, a road from the capital to 
Cayacaca. This communication is, at the present 
time, very long, very difficult, and often impractica- 
ble. A second road from San Thomas to Sarcelo- 
netta, distant about four days' journey. Lastly, a 
third road for the village of San Antonio, forty 
leagues from the capital. 

The inhabitants of Barcelonetta represent also, 
through their delegate, that the port of San Thomas 
experiences continual encroachments, of which it is. 
indispensable to arrest the progress. After the lon^ 
and heavy rains that soak and soften their lands, 
there are made by the rapidity of the current of the 
Oronoko, considerable encroachments, that expose 
their houses to be washed away, from the month of 
July to September. It is impossible to prevent these 
excavations, and preserve the city, but by the means 
pf a solid quay in all that part called the Almeda, 

Another work^ also very useful which Guiana de- 
IBdands, is {o l^Iow up the large stones that prevent 
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veaseh from anchoring in the most convenient and 
nafe situations. This m^ht easily be done on the 
approach of the month of February, when the waters 
of the Qrondu)> fallen thirteen fathoms; leave these 
Stones uncovered. This operation ought to be par- 
formed at the place called la Cucuycra, because it is 
the most sheltered part of the harbour^ and where 
vessels lose most anchors. 

They demand particularly, and with importunity, 
that the passage at Mamo, seven leagues below the 
capital, should be rendered more navigable. From 
the month of January to April, no vessel can pass 
there with a caigo. Every vessel must discharge 
without being able to load again, but after passing 
this, channel; for then it does not carry above seven 
pr eight feet of water. They must deepen the bed^ 
the depdi of which every day diminishes, as well from 
the deposition of sand, as by the ballast a number of 
ships throw but, in order to lighten themselves, and 
be able to pass. 

Of all these labours, it is not allowed me, accord* 
ing to my opinion on Guiana, to regard as indispenr 
jable any but those that the facility of communica- 
tion by land requires. The plan I am about to un- 
fold, renders the others less pressing, excepting, nC]- 
.verdieless, those of the pass of Mamo, which it is, in 
every situation, necessary to clear. 

PLAN. — Bad Situation oftJie Capital. 

The Spansh government has thought, that it ac^^ 
forded bfest with the defence of Guiana, to pl^ce tix^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



365 

caplUl at the enormous distance of ninety leagueis 
from the sea, and not to leave in this space any city 
exposed to the invasions of an enemy. It is not my 
business to combat this opinion, \vhich I think foreign 
to my subject. It is in vain for reason to present me 
with arms; I renounce all use of them. I will sup- 
pose, on the contrary, that it may in fact be possible, 
for a city on the banks of a river to defend the en- 
trance into a country better by leaving between it and 
the sea the most important part of the possession, 
than if it was oear the sea, and that an enemy could 
not penetrate into the territory but after having 
taken it. 

I do not undertake to examine the situation of San 
inhomas, but as it relates to agriculture, navigation, 
and commerce, and I maintain, under these points of 
view, it could never be worse situated than it now is. 

In all .ages reason has advised to give the prefer- 
ence, for the cultivation of colonial produce, to the 
lands nearest to the sea, or at least to navigable rivers, 
because the saving which results from the transporta- 
tion by water, in diminishing the charge on the whole, 
becomes a powerful encouragement to the cultivator, 
and contributes also to the increase of agriculture, 
and tlie augmentation of commerce. 

On this principle the lands of Guiana, between the 
river Caroni and the sea, -are those which ought to 
have been cultivated the first. Excellent, as has been 
said, divided into immense plains, mountains, hill- 
sides, and valleys, every article might there find a 
soil and climate adapted to it, and the different rivers 
fliat enrich this part assure, in case of droughts, irrii- 
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gationa to supply the want of rain, and a conveyance 
to the Oronoko without any expence. 

Ktcessity of placing it nearer the Sea. 

But it is impossible to yield to any idea of success, 
so long as the only city of Guiana shall be at the 
great distance from the sea that it now is; for if to 
sell their productions and purchase their necessaries 
the inhabitants of the part to the east of the Caroni 
are obliged to ascend to St. Thomas> and to expose 
tiiemselves to charges, delays, and incalculable dan- 
gers for every thing they send to, or require f^om the 
capital, they will very soon, and with reason, renounce 
;| possession which repays neither the ^advances not 
&e sweat of the brow it exacts. 

If it be repugnant to cultivation that San Thomas 
should be placed at Angostura, navigation and com- 
merce demand no less that it should be carried nearer 
the sea, or that another city be substituted in its 
place. The great difficulties that vessels of all sizes 
have to surmount in order to go as high as San Tho- 
mas have already been seen, inthe description of the 
Oronoko; and it has been shewn that the Spanish 
policy has placed it on the spot of the river so beset 
with rocks, shelves, andsands, that it seems as if na- 
ture wished to separate it from mart, by showing it 
herself under the mosf hideous aspect. 

The voyage from the ship's mouth to San Thomas 
is from fifteen to twenty, and even thirty days; if to 
this be added the time lost, and the risks ran, it will 
be seen that there are very few seamen who^ would 
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not prefer sailing their vessels to Europe, to the 
trouble, the care, and the dangers annexed to the na- 
vigation of the Oronoko. 

The exterior navigation merits, however, so much 
the more regard, as what would be expended in sur- 
mounting the difficulties opposed to it, is always paid 
by the cultivator; for the expence and dangers of na- 
vigation are always carried to account in commercial 
speculations, and necessarily cause in the articles a 
deduction fatal to local prosperity. The interior na- 
vigation being performed with shallops and canoes 
that no shoals can impede, it is much more suitable 
that it should be appropriated to transport the pro- 
ducts to that part of the Oronoko where all sdrts of 
sea. vessels can with facility repair, than to oblige 
the^e last to ascend the stream and make the voyage 
longer, more expensive, and more dangerous. 

It is then contrary to every principle of agricultur 
ral and commercial economy, that the only port ex- 
isting in Guiana should be so buried, and so little ac- 
-cessible to navigation. The city of San Thomas may 
well remain where it is : but the drawing any advaiv^ 
tage from this province must be renounced so long 
as there shall not be in the lower part of the On> 
noko, and not far from its mouth, ^ny port to receive 
the products of the interior, and to facilitate to ves- 
sels from sea voyages, the means of making their ev 
changes with more dispatch and less expence* 

Where ought it to be placed? 

Once agreed on that point, it remains to know 
what idiail be the place to which the preference should 
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he given* Not too much to brave the feigning opf- 
nioh, I diall place the new city at the month of the 
Aguirra^ twelve leagues from the ship's mouth, and 
upon the left bank of the river, that in the seasons of 
inundation the communication with the country may 
remain open. But one great objection presents it- 
self; it i^ that this spot makes a part of the territory 
occupied by the Caribs, and it is indispensable that 
they be first reduced. 

Nothing is more easy than the reduction of the 
Caribs, provided it be not undeftaken till after they 
ape deprived of the aid and protection of the Dutch 
t>f Surinam. That ought to be accomplished in Eu- 
rope by a good and faithful treaty between the Dutch 
and Spanish governments, by which the Dutch shall 
acknowledge, as the immutable limits of the Spanish 
and Dutch possessions in Guiana, cape Nassau on the 
roast, and the river Essequibo in the interior of the 
country. * They should oblige themselves to abandon 
all the posts, and withdraw all the troops, that in con- 
tempt of the original treaty, they maintain beyond 
these limits upon the coasts, or on the southern paift 
of the Essequibo, and to refuse the Caribs of lower 
ijuiana all kind of protection that might hinder or 
retard their reduction. 

The Spaniards on thehr part, should promise to 
send back to Surin^im gratis, every runaway slave, and- 
even every refugee freeman whom the govemmeitt 
shall claim, and to live in peace and good fellowship 
with the Dutch. As the conditions of this treaty 
would be more advantageous to the Spaniards ^an 
*|he Dutcb, the fcnrmer ou^ to balanoe it by {per- 
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milting the Dutch to export from Guiana, tt all times, 
whether by sea or by land^ all the animals necessary for * 
fiu-nishing their markets with provisions; or for the 
Supply of their domestic labou*i*s. 

For th^ perfect execution of thi^ treaty, the go-* . 
vbrnmenfs shotild name reci|)rocaHy, commissioners: 
of their respective nations, to reside at the neigh- 
bouring seats ofgovernriient, and every important dif- 
ficulty should be submitted to the decision of the 
molher countries: 

ExptilsioH of the Caribs. 

So soon as friendshijp and good faith shall be thlis 
solemnly established between the governments bf 
Surinam and Spanish Guiana, force might be em- 
ployed in this with a certainty of sucbess: The 
Caribs, ferocious and brave while supported by the 
Dutch, will no longer be any thing more than Indi* 
ans, less pusillanimous than those of the other na^ 
lions; besides never having had an opportunity of 
exercising their courage but on unarmed and isolated 
unfortunates, the aspect of a regular foi^ce, ftew to 
them, will appear so formidable that the idea of re- 
sistance will never occur to them; flight into their 
forests, or resignation to social life, will be the only 
alternatives priesented to them. 

Three thbu^and troops of the line would cl^, in 
less than two mbhths, dl the circuit bounded l>y the 
Oronbjcb on thfe north, the river Essequibo on the 
soutli' the' sea on the east, and the missipns of tlie 
Catalbniail capUChins on the west. After this con- 
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quest, which wouW cost no more Aan a military pro- 
cession, it will be necessary to establish arid preserve, 
for the three first years, about ttti posts of frotn fif- 
teen to twenty men each, distributed 'Bver the ter- 
ritory newly conquered, in order that agricultural 
measures should not in their commencement, receive 
any impediment. 



New mcaiis of cultivating and peoplitig Guiana. 

The Spanish sovereignty will be no sooner acknow- 
ledged and respected, than it will be necessary to 
turn its attention to employing, in a manner more 
useful to commerce, the powers of the Indians who 
live in vices, perfect nullities under the rod of the 
missionaries. It is time that these .pretended exer- 
cises of piety, in which ajl ^their moments are occu- 
pied, should, in a griCat measure, be replaced by 
labour ; it is time that these miserable beings, aban- 
doned to a sort of life more calculated to degrade 
than reform mankind, should commence the practice, 
of the social virtues; it is time that they should cease 
to be automata, and become men; in short, it is time 
that the misery ©f the conquered Indians,. which can- 
not but estrange from social life the savage Indians^ 
should give place to e^se and comfort. .This grand 
object may easily be accomplished. It needs oply 
that it be willed. The Indians are inti^mperate, but 
Submissive; indolent, but fearful.. Gentleness and 
threats,' judiciously employed,^ ^an dp every thing on 
such characters* Let the cxperim^t be but, lAada 
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in good earnest,- and the success will be seen to ex- 
ceed the hope. 

It is not, however, on this population alone that 
we ought to reckon for the prosperity of Guiana. 
The Canary Islands, whose inhabitants^ whether from . 
a love of change, or whether from want, have con- 
tracted a habit of emigrating in bodies to the differ- 
ent parts of Spanish America; the Canary islands 
may greatly contribute to immediately people Guiana,, 
and metamorphose this region, now a desert and 
without cultivation, into a rich and delicious country. 
It is for the government to make regulations by which 
these men may find advantages, that would induce 
them to prefer Guiana to any other Spanish posses- 
sion, especially for cultivation or trade. 

There is another mode, still more in&llible, of for 
ever securing prosperity and happiness to Guiana. — 
It is to do for her what the King of Spain did in 
October, 1783, for Trinidad. 

The impossibility of desiring any thing more ad- 
vantageous for Guiana would m^ike me terminate 
this chapter by expresiging the tr»ly sincere wishes I 
entertain for her prosperity if I had »ot engaged, at the 
commencement of this description, tp ftai$h it by in- 
formation, tnie or false, real or fefeiilous, th^t history 
a^d local tradition have given me cm El Ppiradc 

Ef Dotadgt* 

4 

Jh^ ^t conquerors who undertook to unite the 
province of Venezuela, to the dominions of tj^e Spa- 
tihh crown, received 'fir0m the different Indian na- 
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tions they pillaged, violated, and* mastered, positive 
and unanimous information, that by marching for w 
lon^ time south, cr region would be found on the 
banks of a great lake, inhabited by Indians of a pe-^ 
culiar nature, known under the name of Omegas, 
living under laws deliberately made by themselves/ 
principally in a large city, the building^- of which 
were covered with silver. That the heads of the 
government and religion wore, when discharging the 
duties of their offices, habits of massy gold; that all 
their instruments, all their utensils, all their fumi-- 
ture were cf gold, or at least of silver. That this »ationy 
equally numeroUs and warlike, kept on foot armies so 
formidable that no other could resist it, and the 
principal use it made of its power was to drive ofF 
from its territoiy any individual who was not bom 
within it. 

In every part of Venezuela and Cumana, to which 
the European detachments <Krected their steps, they 
received the same accounts, and from Indians too far 
separated by the distance of their abodes, to have 
preconcerted this falsehood. It did not appear that 
even superstition had given any credit to this tradi- 
tion, for thcfy attributed to the Qmegas no super- 
ixatural virtue or power. 

At Paru, Piz^rro aiid his men received the same 
information of the existence of the Omegas upon the 
borders of a lake, situated to the north-east of Peru; 
this communication accorded also with those of Ve- 
nezuela, upon the Ti<:^hes of this nation, its power 
and police. 

Quesada, sent from Peru, had scarcely arrived with 
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iis people at Santa ^Fe of Bogota, when .'the Indians, 
seeing them hungry after gold, apprised them, that 
there was to the east, a country \?:ery remote, inhabited 
by the Qmegas, where gold and silver were the only 
•metals used for every purpose. The Spaniards were 
£0 enthusiastic at this Jiews 4hat they named this 
country, so rich. El Dorado; and from this epoch 
expeditions from all sides, went out in search of El 
Dorado, 

Pedro de Or^az formed, almost at the same time, 
<rom:Q,irito an expedition for the same object, of 
which he had no more io boast than Pizarro of his, 

Antonio Berrio, a contemporary of the preceding, 
.set out from the kingdom of Santa Fe, for the disr 
covery of El Dorado ; he found himself very happy 
in being able, after eight months of ineffectual en- 
deavours, to return with a tenth part of his men. 

Francisco Qrellana, an Enterprising and indefatiga- 
ble man, was sent with one hundred people, by the 
viceroy of Peru, to discover El Dorado. He de- 
scended the river Amazons, where his own men mu- 
4^inied, killed him, chose another chief, and encoun- 
tered other adventures, that caused their total de- 
struction. 

But it was from Venezuela that most expedi- 
tions were made for El Dorado. Every army, every 
detachment, directed its march towards the south, 
hoping that the discovery of a country so renowned 
would be the termination of its evils. The misfor- 
tunes of the first did but excite the desires of the se- 
cond. All aspired to thejionour attached to success, 
and all found, in the fatigues of the journey, . when 
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death. 

Among these daring men was Philip of Urra, 
whose expedition deserves so much the more to be 
known, as it is the only one to which are owed the 
ideas Aat have mostly fed the illusion upon Ei 
Dorado. 

Expedition of Urra, 

The faithful historian Oviedo informs us that Philip 
of Urra was one of those who formed the first expe- 
dition of the Welsers to Venezuela. Less savage than 
his companions, he did not yield to them in ambition 
or intrepidity. From his disembarkation at Coro to 
the period of his death, which comprehends an inter- 
val of fifteen years, he did not enjoy a single instant 
of repose. Always on the march, fighting the In- 
dians, living oji wild fruits, exposed to all the incon- 
veniences that multiply themselves in a country in 
which man had done nothing to correct its insalubrity, 
or facilitate its communications, his life was a tissue of 
dangers and misfortunes. 

In the course of these expeditions chance led him 
to a place where he learnt that Quesada, one of the 
conquerors of Santa Fe, had just passed with t\vo 
hundred and fifty men and a number of cavalry, in 
going to discover and seize on El Dorado. This 
news was true. Quesada marched a long while, suf- 
fered much, and discovered nothing. He fell back.on 
Popayan, where he did not arrive till a long time 
after, and with a considerable loss of men. 
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Philip of Urra, knowing toothing but the project of-*^ 
Quesada, and not its result, presumed, on the con- 
trary, that so large an expedition would never have 
been made without infallible evidence respecting the 
land of gold^ towards which all the Spaniards directed 
their wishes and turned their views. He determined 
then to follow the track of Quejsada, s in order to ob- 
. tain at the least, a part of the riches of El Dorado, 
should he arrive too late to share in the conquest. 

After many days of labour and incredible fatigues, 
he arrived in the province of Papamena. He found 
there an Indian equally distinguished by his rank, and 
his understanding. Urra communicated to him his 
plan; the Indian answered with every appearance of 
good faith, that the direction of his march would con** 
duct him only to uninhabited countries, or deserts^ 
\vhere he would experience hunger and all the hor* 
Tors with which it is accompanied; that;, if he wished, 
the Indian added,, he himself would conduct him to a 
country where gold and silver were in the greatest 
abundance; that for this it was necessary only to 
inarch to the east to the river Guayuava (at this day 
the Guariavi, . situated not far from the lake of Pa- 
rima). The Indian even ihowed some apples and 
medlars of gold, which his brother had lately brought 
from thence. 

Philip of Urra thought that prudence commanded 
him to give no credit to this account, but invariably 
to follow the steps of Quesada. He only took the 
Indian to guide him by the same road Cluesada had 
pursued; but after eight days, seeing that the mos^ 
frightful places, the most difficult passage^ m a lyard. 
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that no obstacle could change the resolujion of \jm^ 
the Indian availed himself of a dark night Jo savcj 
^imaelf, and withdraw among his countrymen. 

His flight, and the bad roads, b«?gan to make the 
army murmur against Philip of Urra, whose plans and 
kleas were constantly the same. All the spldiers 
complained of his not having followed the advice o£ 
the Indian. He alone remained unalterable. ^ few 
days after they discovered a mountain resembling that 
at the foot of which they had been assured the city 
of £1 Dorado was built. They had it recon©oitre4 
and were undeceived. They call this papuntain the 
point of Los Pardaos. Philip of Urra was oblige4 
to pass the rainy season there, and to suffer the mosj 
cruel effects of hunger. Ants and reptiles were th^ 
support of this fragment of an army. Many swelled 
and died in the most excruciating agonies; others 
lost their hair, eyebrows, eyelashes, pails, &e. . A$ 
soon as good weather returned, Philip of Urra 
took the road for Coro, then the capital of A^enezuela. 
He stopped, to let the waters subside at a village 
called our Lady of Fragoa. 

Whilst his people rested themselves, and though^ 
-only of the pleasure of arriving at Coro, Philip of 
TJrra, irritated at his disappointment, thought only of 
making new endeavours to i:ender fortune more pro- 
.pitious. From the informations of the Indians of the 
country he learnt there was/ a region inhabited by the 
Omegas, richer by far than any that had been disco- 
vered, but peopled with a w^rlikie and ferocious race. 
Other Indians called this nation Itaguas, but they all 
agreed in its topographical situation. 
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So much was ckarly by no means \yaiuing .to j^Ct 
Jiindle all the desires of Philip of Urra. As soon as 
^he plains were no longer iinder water^ be directed his 
steps towards the country become the only object of 
his wishes. His army was reduced to forty men. — 
The Indians offered to conduct hijji safely to the 
banks of the river Guayuava, and they jk.^pt tljeir 
word. He arrived by roads tolerably comjnodioivs. 
He took fresh information. The natives told him that 
the city of Macatoa, through which he in.u^t n<?cessa- 
rily pass, was on the other side of the river, which he 
could not cross without a canoe. One of these In- 
dians appeared to him so sincere, that he commis- 
sioned him to go and apprize the inhabitants of the 
city, that he was there with forty men, on his way to 
more distant provinces; thrt he demanded a passage 
^nd the friendship of the natives, to whom he offered 
^ )iis own. 

The Indian senjt by Urra was from a valley neigh- 
bouring to Macatoa. He fulfilled his commission so 
well, that the morning after there arrived in a canoe the 
,6on of the cacique, sent by his father to offer, in his 
turn, his friendship and hospitality to Urra, who ac- 
cepted both with pleasure. He repairec^ with his 
people to fhe cacique's at Macatoa, with whom he 
formed the most friendly connections. The cacique, 
informed of the motives of the journey of the Spa- 
niards, told tberp that the country of the Oniecras, 
wasy in fact, full of gold and silver, but that its po- 
pulation was so great, and so disciplined to war, that 
their attempt with so small a body was imprudent, 
jf^b; and in: practicable. Philip of Urra, wh^se ob- 
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stinacy converted obstacles into encouragements, con- 
stantly persisted in his design. The cacique gave 
him guides as far as the first village, which was at 
nine days' journey off, and reconlnvcndations to the 
cacique, his friend. The distance was travelled with 
tolerable comfort, as the roads were well opened and 
pretty good. 

The new cacique received the Spaniards with all 
the marks of affability and satisfaction. He made to 
Philip of Urra, as his colleague of Macatoa had done, 
all the observations possible on the extravagance of 
^he undertaking. He assured him, that all he had 
been told respecting the Omegas was true ; but per- 
haps they had suffered him to remain in ignorance of 
the power and information of that people, whom 
no other had ever attacked with success ; that it was 
consequently ridiculous and contrary to common sense 
to believe it possible, with forty men, were they lions, 
to make the conquest of a country, defended by men 
formidabl'e, as well by their number, as by their know- 
ledge of the art of war. The force and justice of this 
reasoning made no more impression on Philip of 
Urra than all he had before heard on the same subject. 
The cacique, seeing his inflexible obstinacy, added 
that the country which fatality made him seek, was 
.five days' journey from thence ; that he would promise 
him to conduct him there himself; that he would even 
participate in his ulterior dangers, did "he not, in 
waging war with the Omegas, hazard the safety and 
existence of his own nation; that he especially r6- 
. quested of him and his companions in misfortune, 
to remember, should anyone of them escape, the per- 
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stiasions he had used to divert them from an ent^r* 
prise in which they had nothing to expect but death. 
All this was heard with the utmost coldness and in- 
difference. Nothing was talked of but setting out, ' 
and the good cacique was accepted as theit guide. 

After four days march they arrived at the back of 
a mountain where they perceived four or five villkgesji 
surrounded by well cultivated fields; and further off, 
in a delightful vale, a city so large, that the eye could 
not embrace its whole extent. The streets appeared 
bid out on a line, and the houses well built and conti- 
guous. Then said the cacique to Philip of Urra : 
*' I promised to shew you the capital of the Omegas; 
'' my promise is fulfilled. Behold this famous coun- 
^[ try, whose riches the Spaniards so ardently covet. 
^ That edifice, which elevates itself in the centre of 
'' the city, is the residence of the governor, and the 
^' temple of a number of gods. The population of 
'' the town is immense, and the order that reigns iii 
'' it admirable. Those houses which you see scat- 
^' tered on the sides of the hills around the city, 
*' serve for the habitation of the Omega Indians, 
*' whom the chief destines to the cultivation of pro- 
'' visions for the inhabitants of the city, while the 
'' others exercise alone the trade of war. Now that 
'^ you yourself see the importance of the country, it 
" is for you to reflect anew on the temerity of .your 
'^ project. If you persist in your design, I am under 
'* the necessity of withdrawing, and oflTcring up, in 
'' spite of their inutility, prayers to the gods tapro- 
'* tcct your lives." They took leave of the cacique, 
^nd marched to the city. 
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On api^roaciiing the four or fl^&e houses ihat ihey 
I)ad perceived from the top of ihe mountain, they met 
on the way the Indian cultivators. Struck at the 
sight of the Spaniards, white, beprded, and under, to 
them, a strange dress, they betfook themselves ta 
flight. . They were ineffectually pursued. It was only 
Philip of Urnj, who, to his misfortune, overtook one. 
No sooner jdid ^^e Indian find himself seized, than he 
disembarrassed himself of his adversary by a blow 
from his lancr> by which Philip of Urra found him^ 
self severely wounded between the ribs. An hour 
had-rjot elapsed, before they heard in the cit}^ a great 
noise df drums, and other instruments of war, 
mingled with the most frightful cries. Night happily 
came on to favour the retreat of the Spaniard*. They 
carried off Philip of Urra in a hammoc, and passed 
ihe rest of the night on the top of the mountain. 

The next morning, ajt break of day, an army of 
fifteen thousand Omegas went in pursuit of the Spa- 
niards, who, although reduced by the wound of Philip 
of Urra to thirty-nine, prepared for battle uader the 
command of Colonel Jiimpias. Never was a combat 
more unequal, nor so little fatal to the smaller num- 
ber. The Spaniards displayed a valour beyond ima- 
gination. Not one of them was killed. They re- 
pulsed the On?egas, and covered the field of battle 
with their dead. 

They agreed, however, notwithstanding this un- 
hoped for success, that the conquest of the Omegas 
could not be made, but with forces far more conside- 
rably. They fell back on the cacique who had acted 
as their guide. They there rested themselves a little, 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 

r^hilip of Urra was there curefi ^of his wound, aniJ 
ifter having obtained from the same cacique all the 
information necessary for rendering a second jourr 
ney more rapid and more easy, he departed for Coro^ 
with the intention of forming a new expedition more 
adapted to the force of the Omegas ;* but before ar- 
riving at Coro he was, with his most faithful adhe-t 
rents, assassinated by the order of the pseudo-go- 
Tcrnor Carvajal, for the reasons mentioned in Chap. I. 

Opinion on El Dorado. 

Of all the attempts made for the discovery of El 
borado, ao one anterior or posterior, furnishes to 
history materials less equivocal than that of Philip of 
tJrra. It wants, nevertheless, a great deal for me to 
regard it, as a proof of the riches and magnificence 
of the empire of the Omegas, or of El Dorado. It is ' 
enough, however, to induce a belief of the existence 
of a warlike nation, more civilized than the rest of 
the Indians, who had built, on the borders of the lake 
of Parima, a large city, handsome, and well con- 
structed in comparison with the miserable hovels of 
which the disgusting hamlets of the Indians are com- 
posed, but in fact, inferior to the most insignificant 
village of France. 

Whatever opinion is adopted, it cannot be main- 
tained by any positive proof, for no European" has as 
yet traversed the country where every relation placies 
El Dorado. The lake of Parima, on the western 
bank of which, it ia supposed the caprtal is situated, 
is towards the thiird degree of north latituiie, anS 
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$ixtyrthird degree of 4ongitude^ west from the men-' 
dian of Paris. It makes a part of Spanish Guiana^ at 
its southern extremity, and not far from the Portu- 
guese, French, and Dutch boundaries. Its great dis- 
tance from the sea, has preserved its environs from 
the steel of its conquerors : and the bravery, or if you 
please, the ferocity, of its inhabitants, forbid every 
traveller from approaclung it. There may then be 
some settlements of a little consequence, which the 
imagination of the first conquerors, naturally exalted, 
might hnrerei^^ented as opulent states; and it is, 
at once, all that can be admitted; for the Europeian 
establishments have for a long time been too near, 
for a nation so polished, so warlike, and so rich, not 
to have been perceived. 

Modern Expedition. 

Yet the chimera of exaggeration still find§ at this 
day, and on the very spot, food to perpetuate it. In 
1780, a wild Indian presented himself before die go- 
vernor of Spanish Guiana, saying that he was from 
the borders of the lake of Parima. As soon as they 
Jcnew, or thought that they knew his country, he was as* 
sailed with questions, to which he answered with as 
much perspicuity and precision as could be required 
of a wild Indian, whose most intelligible language 
consisted in signs. He, however^ succeeded in m^- 
ing them understand that there -was o(n the b^ks pf 
the lake of Parima^ a city whose .i^ihabitants were 
/civilized, and regularly d^ipline4 to war. ; He 
boosted a great deal on thq be^autj-jof its bfuildi^g3> 
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the neatness of its streets, the regularity of its squares, 
the riches of its people. According to him, the roofs 
of the principal houses were either of gold or of sil- 
ver. The high priest, instead of poqjdfical robes, 

rubbed his wfiole body with the fat of the turtle, then 

* 

they blew upon it some goW dust, so as to cover his 
whole body with it. In this attire he performed the 
religious ceremonies. The Indian sketched on a ta- 
ble, with a bit of charcoal, the city of which he had 
given the description. His ingenuity seduced the 
governor,; he asked bim to serve as a guide to some 
Spaniards he wished to send on this"" discovery. The 
Indian consented with the best grace imaginable. 

Six Spaniards offered themselves for this under- . 
taking; and among others, Don Antonip Santos. — • 
They set off; they travelled nearly five hundred 
leagues to the south, through the most frightful 
roads. Hunger, the swamps, the woods, the preci- 
pices, the heats, the rains, destroyed almost all the 
Spaniards. When those who survived all these in- 
conveniences, thought themselves four or five days' 
journey from the capital city, and hoped to reach the 
end of all their troubles and the object of their de- 
sires, the Indian disappeared in the night. This 
event dismayed the Spaniards: they knew not where 
they were ; they >vandered about for some time. By 
degrees they all perished, except Don Antonio Santos, 
to whom it occurred to disguise himself as an Indian. 
In fact, he threw aside his cloaths, anointed the whole 
of hrs body with rocou, and introduced himself among 
the Indians by means of the knowledge he had of 
many of their languages. He was a long time among 
7 
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them, until at length he fell into the power of the 
Portuguese; established on the banks of the Rio-^ 
Negro. They embanked him on the riVer Amazons, 
and after a veiy long detention, they sent him back 
to his cpuntry. He died in Guiana, in 1796. The 
accounts of this man would without dotibt have been 
interesting, if his intelligence had been on a par with 
his firmness in danger. But naturally limited, hi^ 
• travels and fatigues have been a pure blank to 
history. 

Baron Humboldt, on his re-^ntry, jivlSOO^ frpnr 
the Rio-Negro into the Oronoko, wished to penetrate 
as far as lake Parima; but he Was hindered, as I have 
already said, by the Guaycas, whos6 heighf does not 
exceed four feet two or four inches. It was from 
them that he learnt that the lake of Parima, or Do^ 
rado, is of small extent and little depth, and that its 
banks, as also some islets situated in* the lake are 6f 
talc. May riot the error handed down, of the greaf 
riches of this country, be owing to the brilliancy of 
gold and of silver, which the rays of the sun give to 
talc, the effect of which is still more siriking> and 
tends far more to the illusion of the spectator who 
casts his eye over a great extent covered with this' 
fallacious stone? It is probably, not to say infallibly^ 
the source of all the stories that havfe been fefeted. 



THE ENli. 



G. WoODPALL, Printer, Vatcrnoster Itoxe. 
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